
February 2021 New Issues 
 
 
Territorial Defense Forces 
 
This 1.40-zł stamp recognizes the fifth branch of Poland’s armed forces that was 
established in April 2016 through the efforts of Antoni Macierowicz, former Minister of 
Defense in 2015-18.  The Territorial Defense Forces (Wojska Obrony Terytorialnej or 
WOT) consists primarily of part-time volunteer soldiers, both men and women, and 
focuses on addressing localized low-intensity conflicts in their home regions that 
correspond to Poland’s voivodeships.  Each of the 17 light infantry brigades is 
commanded by a colonel, and the commander of all the WOT is a division general, now 
Wiesław Kukuła. 
 
The WOT is considered the successor to the traditions of the Home Army National 
Command during World War II.  It consisted of 24,000 personnel in July 2019, and that 
number has increased since then.  Professional military personnel from Poland’s other 
military branches are assigned to assist the WOT, which is now a well-equipped light 
military force, as evident in the image of the soldier shown on this stamp.  Poland’s 
other military branches are the Land Forces, Air Force, Navy, and Special Forces. 
 
Date of Issue   February 14, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Sheet of 100 
Printing Method   Rotogravure 
Designer    Poczta Polska SA 
 



 
 
 



30th Anniversary of the Visegrád Group 
 
This 8-zł stamp recognizes the Visegrád Group (Visegrád Four or V4), a cultural and 
political alliance organized in February 1991 by Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia 
(now the Czech Republic and Slovakia).  It was established in Visegrád, Hungary in an 
allusion to the medieval Congress of Visegrád in 1335 between John I of Bohemia, 
Charles I of Hungary, and Casimir III of Poland; that old alliance focused on establishing 
regional trade outside the city of Vienna.  The V4 was originally organized to help 
prepare for each nation’s entry into the European Union (EU). 
 
The four states in the V4 are now members of the EU and NATO, yet continue to 
operate as a group to promote regional cooperation in military, cultural economic, and 
energy matters.  Each year a different member of the group takes over the V4 
presidency.  The members of the V4 have rejected fixed EU refugee distribution quotas; 
only Slovakia has agreed to take in small contingents of refugees. 
 
In early February 2021, the presidents of the V4 countries met at a residence on 
Poland’s Hel Peninsula on the Baltic Sea Coast.  The special 30th anniversary meeting 
focused on the coronavirus pandemic, building energy security, protecting the 
environment, and international and trans-Atlantic relations.  Later in the month, the 
prime ministers of the V4 countries met in Kraków, together with the European Council 
President.  Poland’s Prime Minister, Mateusz Morawiecki, hosted the gathering at the 
Wawel Royal Castle.  The talks focused on the same issues as the earlier meeting, but 
also encompassed discussions of EU immigration policies and relations with Belarus 
and Russia.  The margin of the pane of stamps shows the flags of the V4 countries, and 
also includes QR and numeric bar codes. 
 
Date of Issue   February 15, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of Nine 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Agnieszka Sobczyńska 
 



 
 
 

Sacred Art 
 
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card shows two very different types of sacred art 
(sztuka sakralna) found in the village of Cegłów in Mińsk County, Mazovian 
Voivodeship, in east-central Poland, located about 51 km east of Warszawa.   
 
The imprinted stamp on the card shows a monument in the village that honored the 10th 
anniversary of Poland regaining its independence in 1918.  The left side of the card 
shows part of a wooden altar at the Church of St. John the Baptist and St. Andrew, also 
located in the village.  The altar shows a 3-panel carving (triptych) created by Lazarus 
Gertner, an apprentice of Wit Stwosz’s (Veit Stoss’) school, in 1510; it was originally 
intended for use in another church in Warszawa.  Today’s church in Cegłów has a hung 
ceiling, a 17th century wooden pulpit, and a forged door – the only remaining relic from 
the original wooden church from about the year 1450. 
 
Date of Issue   February 16, 2021 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jan Konarzewski 
 



 
 
 

Easter 
 
This year’s annual Easter stamp from the Polish Post, valued at 8-zł, shows a dark red-
colored, decorative egg from the Podhale region, Poland’s southernmost region, 
sometimes referred to as the Polish highlands, located in the foothills of the Tatra 
Range of the Carpathian Mountains.  The egg’s color is similar to the Kashubian egg 
shown previously on the 6-zł stamp from March 18, 2019 (see September 2020 issue of 
the Polonus Bulletin). 
 



The left side of the official first day cover for this stamp shows Poles celebrating Dyngus 
Day on Easter Monday.  This tradition involves boys throwing water over girls, 
especially girls that the boys like.  A brief history of Easter egg decoration in Poland is 
found in the summary of the Easter stamp issued on March 6, 2018 (see January 2020 
issue of the Polonus Bulletin). 
 
Date of Issue   February 19, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Sheet of 100 
Printing Method   Photogravure 
Designer    Agnieszka Sancewicz 
 

 
 
 

90th Anniversary of Merciful Jesus Revelations to Sister Faustina 
 
The stamp in this souvenir sheet, valued at 11.5 zł, shows Saints Mary Faustina 
Kowalska and Pope John Paul II, as depicted in artwork by Barbara Strzymińska-
Zdanewicz of Poczta Polska.  Sister Faustina served as a nun in a convent of the 
Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Poland during the 1930’s.  She joined 
the convent at the age of 20 in Warsaw and was later transferred to Wilno (now Vilnius, 
Lithuania) and then to Płock. 
 
She reported visions of Jesus and conversations with him, which she recorded in 
notebooks, known today as the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska: Divine Mercy in 
My Soul.  Her message was to trust in Jesus’ mercy and live life mercifully toward 
others.  She also predicted a terrible, terrible war would occur years prior to the 
outbreak of World War II.  She died of tuberculosis in Kraków in 1938 at the age of 33.  
In 2000, Pope John Paul II canonized her. 
 



The souvenir sheet includes two tabs; the left side tab shows a painting of Christ that is 
now located in the Sanctuary of Devine Mercy in Vilnius; it was painted by Eugeniusz 
Kazimirowski in 1934 under the strict guidance of Sister Faustina.  The right side tab 
shows a painting of Christ by Adolf Hyla from 1944 that is located in the sanctuary of the 
Divine Mercy Shrine in Kraków-Łagiewniki.  The painting was completed on the basis of 
notes in Sister Faustina’s diary.  The shrine is also the final resting place for Sister 
Faustina, where numerous pilgrims now visit.  The background of the sheet shows the 
interior of the Valley of Divine Mercy (Dolina Miłosierdzia Bożego) church in 
Częstochowa.  The souvenir sheet includes a QR code and numeric bar code in the 
margin. 
 
Date of Issue   February 22, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in SS with Two Tabs 
Printing Method   Rotogravure 
Designer    Poczta Polska SA 
 



 



 
 

Chinese Zodiac Signs 
 
This 3.30-zł stamp commemorates the Chinese Zodiac Year of the Ox that began on 
January 31, 2021.  The ox is in the second position in the Chinese zodiac, occurring 
every 12 years.  People born in the year of the ox are said to be diligent, dependable, 
strong, and determined. 
 
We note that the stamp shows an ox, but the text states that it is the Year of the Buffalo 
(“Rok Bawołu”), instead of the ox (wół), a domesticated draft animal, native to Africa and 
Asia, which is the symbol in the Chinese zodiac.  [Poland’s famous bison (Bison 
bonasus) is categorized as the European species of bison (wisent or żubr), and is also 
known as a buffalo (bawół); the American species of bison (Bison bison) is known as 
bizon.] 
 
The margins of the pane show decorative Chinese lanterns, used in celebrating the 
beginning of the new year.  The stamps have both square and circular perforation 
alignments; and the pane includes both a QR code and numeric bar code. 
 
Date of Issue   February 26, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of Eight 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Andrzej Gosik 
 



 



 
 

Kazimierz Górski 
 
Kazimierz Klaudiusz Górski (1921-2006) is honored on this stamp, valued at 4 zł.  He 
was a Polish football (soccer) player, coach, and honorary president of the Polish 
Football Union (PZPN).  Early in his career, he played as a striker; because of his small 
stature and graceful movement, he was nicknamed the Young Deer (Sarenka).  He 
began coaching with Legia Warsaw and then moved on to Marymount Warszawa, 
Gwardia Warszawa, Lublinianka Lublin, and ŁKS Łódz.  Next he went on to coach the 
Polish national junior team from 1956 to 1966, the Polish U-23 national team from 1966 
to 1970, and finally the Poland national team from 1970 to 1976. 
 
His major successes were winning the gold medal in the 1972 Olympic Games in 
Munich, the silver medal (for 3rd place) in the 1974 World Cup held in Germany, and 
another silver medal (for 2nd place) in the 1976 Olympic Games in Montréal.  A stadium 
is named after him in Płock. 
 
Date of Issue   February 26, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Sheet of 100 
Printing Method   Rotogravure 
Designer    Jarosław Ochendzan 
 



 


