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Defense of the Polish Post in Gdańsk.  German Aggression Against Poland 
 
This 3.30-zł stamp recognizes the brave defense of the Polish Post and Telegraph Office located in the Free City of 
Danzig (Gdańsk) that was attacked by the Germans on September 1, 1939.  The stamp shows photographs of Post Office 
Director Dr. Jan Michoń (1888-1939), Alfons Flisykowski (1902-39), and Konrad Guderski (1900-39), individuals who 
participated in the defense of the postal facility; not shown is Postmaster Józef Wąsik, who also participated in the 
defense; the background of the stamp shows part of the front entrance to the building. 
 
A general description of this historic event appeared in the March 2021 Polonus Bulletin for the September 1, 2019, stamp 
issued on the 80th anniversary of the event.  The postal facility had employed about 100 workers.  Anticipating a German 
attack, in April 1939, the Polish High Command detached combat engineer and Army Reserve Sub-lieutenant Konrad 
Guderski to the facility and he, together with Alfons Flisykowski, helped organize and train the official and voluntary 
security staff there.  They also prepared the defenses in and around the main building. 
 
On September 1st, there were about 56 people inside the main postal building.  Initially, the Polish forces were able to 
thwart a German assault by the SS Heimwehr Danzig, local SA Groups, and special units of the Danzig police; Konrad 
Guderski died during a second German assault.  Following seven hours of successful Polish resistance, the German 
forces were reinforced by a Wehrmacht artillery detachment, but were again repulsed by the Poles.  Following a brief 
cease-fire, German sappers set off a large explosive device and collapsed one wall of the building.  The German forces 
were then able to enter the building, while the remaining Poles moved to the basement.  The Germans then pumped 
gasoline into the basement and ignited it, resulting in the final capitulation of the Poles.  The first to exit the burning 
building was Post Office Director Dr. Jan Michoń, carrying a white flag, who was nevertheless shot by the Germans.  The 
remaining defenders were allowed to surrender, later court-martialed, and then executed by firing squad.  The Polish 
defense of the Gdańsk Post and Telegraph Office was later described in chapter 18 of the 1959 novel The Tin Drum by 
Günther Grass; it was adapted into a movie in 1979.  The bottom margin of the pane includes QR and numeric bar codes. 
 
Date of Issue   September 1, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 12 



Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Robert Kotowicz (from Commemorative Coin) 
 

 
 
 

400 Years Since the Battle of Chocim 
 
This 8-zł stamp commemorates the Battle of Chocim (Ukrainian & Lithuanian: Khotyn; and Turkish: Hotin), which was 
actually a siege and series of battles fought between the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (Commonwealth) forces, 
assisted by Ukrainian Cossack soldiers, and a large invading Ottoman Imperial army in September 1621.  The final result 
of the conflict was a stalemate. 
 



Earlier, at the Battle of Cecora in September 1620, an invading Ottoman army had routed Commonwealth forces in 
Moldavia.  This battle was the subject of a Polish stamp issued on September 18, 2020, and described in another issue of 
the Polonus Bulletin.  In the aftermath of that defeat, the Commonwealth’s Sejm funded an army under Grand Hetman 
Jan Karol Chodkiewicz in order to address any further Ottoman incursions.  Meanwhile, the young Sultan Osman II, 
emboldened by the Ottoman success, organized an army of over 120,000 soldiers by early 1621, and advanced from 
Constantinople towards the Commonwealth frontier.  The Commonwealth force, estimated at 35,000 troops (most of 
whom were Ukrainian Cossacks), moved forward to confront them; by early September 1621, they had advanced to the 
city of Khotyn on the Dniester River.  Although vastly outnumbered, they entrenched themselves near the Khotyn Fortress 
located there in an effort to defend against the Ottomans.  They set up extensive defensive fortifications in front of the 
main Fortress camp, with the intent of using cavalry counterattacks by elite hussar and Cossack forces to thwart an 
anticipated Ottoman onslaught. 
 
The Ottomans did attack repeatedly, but were repulsed each time, experiencing very heavy losses.  By late September, 
both sides were running low on food and supplies.  Having lost about 40,000 troops in the attack, the Ottomans agreed to 
peace negotiations.  On October 9, the Treaty of Khotyn was signed -- it resulted in no changes to the existing Dniester 
River border.  However, in the Commonwealth and among the Cossacks, stopping the huge Ottoman army was seen as a 
great victory.  However, during the battle, Grand Hetman Chodkiewicz died of injuries, and the Hetman of Registered 
Cossacks, Petro Konashevych-Sakaidachny, also later perished from his injuries.  The stamp shows part of a painting by 
Józef Brandt, entitled Chodkiewicz at Chocim (1867), now located at the National Museum in Warsaw.  The stamp in 
souvenir sheet is part of a joint issue with Ukraine and Lithuania honoring this event. 
 
Date of Issue   September 2, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in SS 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jarosław Ochendzan 
 



 



 
 

Polish Music Stars 
 
Polish baritone pop singer, guitarist, and composer, Krzysztof January Krawczyk (1946-2021) is recognized on this 4-zł 
stamp.  He was a vocalist with the popular Polish band Trubadurzy (The Troubadours) in 1963-73.  He then began his 
career as a soloist, performing at concerts in Poland and elsewhere in Europe.  In 1981 he moved to the USA, but later 
returned to Poland. 
 
His music combined various genres, including pop, soul, rock and roll, country, rhythm and blues, tango, and disco polo.  
He had over 40 albums to his credit.  Some of most famous hits were: Parostatek (Steamship), Pamiętam ciebie z 
tamtych lat (I remember you from those years), and Ostatni raz zatańczysz ze mną (You’ll dance with me for the last 
time).  In the spring of 2021, he died of complications from COVID-19.  On the sides of each stamp, the perforations 
include a single symbolic star perforation.  The margin of the pane includes QR and numeric bar codes. 
 
Date of Issue   September 3, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 12 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Marzanna Dąbrowska 
 



 
 
 

AMP FUTBOL European Championship Kraków 2021 
 



This 4-zł stamp recognizes the Amputee Football (Soccer) European Championship competition held in Kraków on 
September 12-19, 2021.  The event, organized by the European Amputee Football Federation (EAFF), featured 14 
European national men’s teams.  The final result had Turkey the winner, with Spain 2nd, and Poland 3rd. 
 
Amputee football is played with seven players on each team – six outfielders, each with a lower extremity amputation, and 
a goalkeeper with an upper extremity amputation.  The outfielders use forearm (Lofstrand or Canadian) crutches, and play 
without their prostheses for two 25-minute periods.  The game was created by Don Bennett, assisted by Bill Barry, in the 
early 1980’s.  There are now seven amputee football associations around the world.  The stamp shows the Polish player 
Krystian Kapłon in action.  A QR and numeric bar code appear in the bottom margin of the pane. 
 
Date of Issue   September 12, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 12 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jan Konarzewski 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Beatification of Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński 



 
His Eminence Blessed Stefan Wyszyński (1901-81) is honored on this 4-zł stamp that shows him celebrating mass at 
Jasna Góra.  He was ordained as a Catholic priest in 1924, became the Bishop of Lublin in 1946, was appointed 
Archbishop of Warsaw and Gniezno in 1948, and became a Cardinal and Primate of Poland in 1953.  Pope Francis 
designated him as Venerable in 2017 and he was beatified in September 2021, a step toward sainthood.  He was 
doctrinally conservative and is often credited with the survival of Polish Catholicism during the communist regime of 1945-
89. 
 
He was recently shown on a pane of stamps honoring the birth of Saint John Paul II, issued on October 16, 2020; and 
was previously honored by the Polish Post on stamps issued in 1992 and 2001.  This pane of stamps displays both QR 
and numeric bar codes in the margin. 
 
Date of Issue   September 12, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 4 
Printing Method   Offset  
Designer    Agnieszka Sobczyńska 
 



 
 
 

100th Anniversary of the Birth of Stanisław Lem 
 
This 4-zł stamp commemorates the centennial of the birth of Stanisław Herman Lem (1921-2006), Poland’s highly 
acclaimed science fiction writer and futurist, whose works sold over 45 million copies in 35 different languages.  His work 
explored philosophical themes on technology and the nature of the universe, as well as the evils of bureaucracy and 
totalitarian regimes. 
 
Although he began his literary career in 1946 during the Stalinist period, it was in 1956 when de-Stalinization in the Soviet 
Union led to the Polish October and increased freedom of speech, that he became truly productive, completing 17 books 
over the next 12 years.  Some of his more important writings were: (1) Solaris, a 1961 philosophical work about contact 
with an alien intelligence, a sentient ocean; (2) His Master’s Voice, a 1968 story about scientists trying to decode an 



apparent message from outer space; and (3) The Cyberiad, a 1965 comic tale of two intelligent robots travelling the 
galaxy to solve engineering problems.  Another one of his works, a 1964 anthology on futurology, entitled Summa 
Technologiae, dealt with human entanglement with machines.  It addressed such concepts as cybernetics (systems of 
energy expenditure); phantomatics (today’s virtual reality); ariadnology (today’s computer search engines); and cosmic 
gramophone (a computer with vast memory and intelligence).  [From: Paul Grimstad, The New Yorker, January 6, 2019]  
Poland’s Sejm declared 2021 as the Year of Stanisław Lem.  The pane of stamps includes QR and numeric bar codes.  
The stamps in the pane are arrayed in a tête-bêche format. 
 
Date of Issue   September 12, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 12 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Bożydar Grozdew 
 



 
 
 

Beatification of Mother Elżbieta Róża Czacka 
 
This 4-zł stamp honors Countess Róża Czacka (1876-1961) who founded the Franciscan Sisters Servants of the Cross in 
1918, a Catholic congregation devoted to helping the blind.  She had herself become blind at the age of 22.  She entered 
the Franciscan Third Order in 1917 before founding her own congregation under the direction of her confessor Fr. 
Władysław Krawiecki and the permission of apostolic nuncio Achille Ratti (later Pope Pius XI).  She adopted the religious 



name Elżbieta (Elizabeth).  Her congregation began its existence in Warsaw and nearby Laski, operating cooperatively 
with lay workers from the Society for the Care of the Blind, which she also headed. 
 
She sought to give her blind pupils a basic vocational education, allowing them to live on their own, financially 
independent, and most often having their dignity restored.  In her work, she adapted Polish phonetics into the Braille 
alphabet.  During World War II, the congregation’s properties were used as hospital facilities.  The process of her 
beatification began in 1988; in 2017, Pope Francis confirmed her heroic virtue, naming her Venerable.  She was formally 
beatified in 2021 at the same time as Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński.  The tabs in the pane depict a pattern of gray roses, a 
Christian symbol of love and suffering, and a Braille inscription of her name.  The pane includes QR and numeric bar 
codes in the margin. 
 
Date of Issue   September 12, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 6 Stamps with 6 Tabs 
Printing Method   Offset and Dry Pressing 
Designer    Bożydar Grozdew 
 



 



 
 

International Festival Hajnowskie Days of Orthodox Music 
 
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card recognizes the annual music festival held at the Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in 
Hajnówka (Belarusian: Hajnaŭka; and Ukrainian: Hainivka), a town in the Podlaskie Voivodeship in eastern Poland.  Every 
year in May, choirs from all over Europe come to the festival to perform, a tradition begun in 1982. 
 
The imprinted postage on the card shows the church’s distinctive interior, 3-dimensional Greek Cross-shaped chandelier 
(żyrandol) that is ornamented with stained glass art depicting the Virgin Mary and Slavonic saints.  The other images on 
the left side of the card show the bold design of the church structure, from the architects Aleksander Grygorowicz and 
Jerzy Nowosielski, that reflects Byzantine and Ruthenian cultural influences; some of the church’s interior art is also 
displayed.  The church, constructed between 1973 and 1992, houses numerous frescoes with a Byzantine biblical theme 
– all painted by the Greek artist Dymitrios Andonopulos.  There are seven altars and two levels in the church, with the 
underground level dedicated to St. Nicolas. 
 
Date of Issue   September 12, 2021 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Barbara Strzymińska-Zdanewicz 
 



 



 
 

Polish Railway Stations 
 
These three A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal cards show Poland’s operating railway stations (Polskie dworce kolejowe) 
located in the cities of Bydgoszcz, Przemyśl, and Tarnów.  Today’s Bydgoszcz Główna (main or central station), in 
northern Poland, was completed in 1968 as a modern, oddly-shaped glass structure located about two km northwest of 
the city’s Old Town.  Bydgoszcz’s first rail station was built in 1851, and rebuilt in 1861 and 1870; then, after a fire in 1910, 
a massive new station was constructed in 1915; it survived the interwar years and World War II, until the present facility 
replaced it.  The exterior of the station is shown on both the imprinted stamp and on the left side of the card. 
 
The Przemyśl Główny, in southern Poland, near the border with Ukraine, is a neo Baroque structure, originally built in 
1859-60 and renovated in 1895.  It is a grand building with terracotta tiled floors, gilded stucco details, and ornate cast 
iron lamps; and is home to fine paintings and other art.  The imprinted stamp on the card shows the exterior of the station 
and the left side shows the elegant interior.   
 
The Tarnów Train Station in southeast Poland is a stately building, originally constructed in 1906-10 in the Art Nouveau 
style (or Austro-Hungarian Secessionist style), and was recently renovated in 2010 to celebrate its centennial.  The 
interior of the station resembles a classic, elegant hotel lobby, with English tile floors, hanging chandeliers, and paintings 
of the Tatra Mountains; and it even houses a gallery of modern art.  In a precursor to World War II, German terrorists 
exploded a time bomb at the station on August 28, 1939, killing over 20 people and injuring many others.  The imprinted 
stamp on the card shows the exterior of the station and the left side shows part of the interior. 
 
Date of Issue   September 24, 2021 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jacek Konarzewski 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 

50 Years of Spodek 
 
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card celebrates the 50th anniversary of the multi-purpose arena complex in Katowice 
known as Spodek because it resembles a flying saucer (latający spodek).  The pioneering design of Spodek was 
conceived by the architects Maciej Gintowt and Maciej Krasiński and the structural engineer Wacław Zalewski.  It is a 
reinforced concrete, wheel-like structure that employs the principle of tensegrity, with its tilting, 105-ft-high roof, held in 
position by a system of load-bearing cables.  The Spodek complex also includes a gym, ice rink, hotel, and parking 
garages. 
 
The facility was constructed between 1964 and 1971, and was then the largest indoor venue in Poland, with a seating 
capacity of 11,000.  It served locals as a movie theater; and has hosted sporting events, including ice hockey, badminton, 
volleyball, basketball, and handball tournaments.  It has been a venue for concerts by such famous entertainers as Joe 
Cocker, Tina Turner, Eric Clampton, Deep Purple, Metallica, Pearl Jam, Sting, and Elton John.  And it has accommodated 
appearances by important political figures, including Leonid Brezhnev (1964), Lech Wałęsa (1980), and Fidel Castro 
(1972).  Whenever the lights are turned on at the facility, the famous five-note alien encounter tune from the 1977 movie 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind is played. 
  
Date of Issue   September 24, 2021 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Adam Kultys 
 



 
 
 

200th Anniversary of the Birth of Cyprian Kamil Norwid 
 
Poland’s esteemed 19th Century poet, playwright, novelist, essayist, and artist Cyprian Kamil Norwid (1821-83) is 
honored on this 3.30-zł stamp.  He led a life marked by tragedy - he experienced poverty, health problems, unrequited 
love, harsh literary reviews, and social isolation.  He developed progressive blindness and deafness, and tuberculous; and 
became an eccentric and recluse in his later years.  Although he lived abroad most of his life in many different countries, 
he was able to befriend some of Poland’s foremost cultural luminaries, including Krasinski, Mickiewicz, Słowacki, and 
Chopin.  His work was not appreciated in his own lifetime, but years later during the Young Poland art movement in the 
early 20th Century, Zenon Przesmycki discovered Norwid’s works, published many, and otherwise saved them from 
oblivion.  Norwid’s work also experienced another revival in popularity in Poland after World War II. 
 
Perhaps Norwid’s most notable poems were Fortepian Szopena (Chopin’s Piano) and Bema pamięci żałobny – rapsod (A 
funeral rhapsody in memory of General Bem), both of which were included in his anthology entitled Vade mecum, written 
in 1865 and published a century after his death.  The first of these poems was written after the destruction of the 



Zamoyski Palace and Chopin’s grand piano.  The second poem honors the heroes of Poland’s November Insurrection 
(1830-1).  His epic poem Promethidion is also recognized as one of his best works.  Norwid’s writing has been described 
as challenging to most, intellectual in tone and filled with aphorisms.  His verses contain great detail and multi-layered 
metaphors.  The drawing of him shown on the stamp is based on a woodcut (drzeworyt) from the artist Józef 
Łoskoczyński. 
 
Date of Issue   September 24, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Sheet of 50  
Printing Method   Photogravure 
Designer    Jarosław Ochendzan 
 



 



 
 

Heroes of the Gray Ranks 
 
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card honors three young Polish scouts and later anti-Nazi resistance fighters who 
gave up their lives fighting in the small sabotage organization Wawer in the underground National Gray Ranks association 
(Armia Krajowa Szare Szeregi) during World War II.  The three men carried out numerous sabotage activities until their 
deaths, and are now revered in Poland and honored in books and movies for their exploits.   
 
The first scout, Jan Bytnar (1921-43), nom de guerre Rudy (Ginger), became a member of the Gray Ranks in 1941, taking 
part in 70 sabotage operations.  He was ultimately arrested by the Nazis and died of injuries received from brutal 
interrogations by the Gestapo; however, his two interrogators were later assassinated by the Gray Ranks. 
 
 The second individual, Maciej Aleksy Dawidowski (1920-43), nom de guerre Alek, Glizda (Worm), Kopernicki, and 
Koziorożec, was a Polish scoutmaster (podharcmistrz) and later member of the Gray Ranks.  In 1942, he led an action to 
remove a German language plaque that had been attached to the famous stone monument to Copernicus in Warsaw.  He 
succeeded in removing and then hiding the 100-kg plaque.  He later died during a rescue mission to free Jan Bytnar from 
imprisonment.   
 
The third individual, Tadeusz Leon Józef Zawadzki (1921-43), assumed surname Tadeusz Zielinski, aliases Kajman, 
Kotwicki, Lech Pomarańczowy (Orange), and nom de guerre Zośka, was a scout and commander of assault troops in the 
Gray Ranks in Warsaw, involved in a wide array of sabotage operations.  He was killed in an attack on the German 
watchtower in the village of Sieczychy.  However, the operation succeeded in the capture and destruction of the tower.  
The imprinted postage on the card shows the logo of the National Gray Ranks association. 
 
Date of Issue   September 27, 2021 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Dariusz Janowski 
 



 



 
 

XXII Congress of the PZF 
 
The Polish Philatelists Union (Polskie Związek Filatelistów) or PZF is recognized on this 3.30-zł stamp that references its 
22nd General Assembly of Delegates held in Warsaw on October 1-3, 2021.  The PZF was founded in 1950 and is a 
member of the International Philatelic Federation (FIP) and European Federation of Philatelic Associations (FEPA).  The 
PZF publishes the monthly journal Filatelista and other Polish philatelic publications.  [Note: the acronym PZF is also used 
to identify the Polish Factors Association (Polskie Związek Faktorów) that promotes business financing.] 
 
The stamp shows the statue of Jan II Sobieski on horseback that is located at the Łazienki Palace in Warsaw.  There are 
four tabs in the pane that show: (1) the PZF logo, (2) the Poczta Polska logo, (3) Sigismund’s Column at the Royal Castle 
in Warsaw, and (4) the logo for the 22nd PZF General Assembly of Delegates.  The bottom margin of the pane of stamps 
displays QR and numeric bar codes and a schematic that shows the sector position of the pane as one of eight cut from a 
large master sheet.  The pane was issued in both imperforate and perforated formats, with the later offered for sale in 
either cancelled or non-cancelled condition. 
 
Date of Issue   September 30, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 16, with 4 Tabs 
Printing Method   Offset 
 



 



 
 


