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Topical collectors are always hunting for new and unusual items to supplement 

their collections, and topical exhibitors especially need a wide variety of philatelic 
elements to show the diversity and depth of their topic.1,2 Art Groten had a long-
running column in Topi-
cal Time highlighting the 
many cinderella, ephemera 
and paraphilatelic items 
that could be added to topi-
cal collections and exhibits. 
Over the years many stamp 
shows have created and 
distributed souvenir cinder-
ellas in the form of labels, 
stamp facsimiles, souvenir 
sheets (s/s), show cards  and 
a variety of other items. 
Unbeknownst to most collectors is the treasure trove of philatelic material from old 
Polpex stamp shows. In January 1940 the Polonus [Polish] Philatelic Society held its 
first philatelic exhibition in Chicago, naming the event Polpex. This initial exhibi-
tion exceeded expectations by attracting 36 exhibits with 215 frames, quite a feat for 
a stamp club that was organized and held its first meeting in February 1939. Except 
for 1952 and 1967, Polpex was held annually until 2004, when Polonus adopted the 
practice of convening an annual exhibition and meeting at an APS World Series of 
Philately Show.

In 1940 Polonus members were eagerly looking forward to their initial exhibition, 
but Poland was at war. To show concern for Poland’s fate, in addition to highlighting 
the pleasure of collecting the stamps of Poland, Polonus decided to issue a s/s, one 
that not only commemorated the exhibition but that also portrayed characteristics of 
Poland’s people, culture and history (Figure 1). 

This first Polpex s/s portrays a winged Polish Hussar seated on his charger and 
carrying his lance. The Winged Hussars were the leading – and elite – branch of 
armored cavalry in the Polish army from the 1570s until 1776. They represented 
a terrifying military strike force, both defending Polish territories and invading 
adjacent lands to acquire an even larger footprint for the Kingdom of Poland. The 
extraordinary simplicity of the design, the conspicuous “Polish” red color, the sym-
bolism of the Pole rushing to do battle was timely and opportune, for Poland was at 
war fighting for her very existence. A quantity of 2,000 each were printed in perfo-
rate and imperforate format. This “limited-edition” souvenir sheet has been sought 
after by topical collectors, label/cinderella collectors, collectors of Polish history and 
collectors of Polpex souvenirs, making it a scarce item. From the topical perspective, 

Figure 1.
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the image relates to 
several ATA topical 
checklist categories, 
specifically: Army/
Infantry/Militias/
Soldiers; Harpoons/
Lances/Spears; 
Horses, General; Mili-
tary (misc/other); and 
Warriors.

Polpex 1941 was 
held in March and 
attracted 60 exhibi-
tors utilizing almost 
300 frames. The s/s 
design to commemo-
rate this event has an 
interesting story. In 
January 1940, in the 
midst of war, the untiring efforts of Ignace Jan Paderewski on Poland’s behalf were 
a ray of hope for the future. John Parrish, the famous Chicago Tribune cartoonist, 
used Paderewski’s efforts as the subject of one of his cartoons. On the opening day of 
Polpex 1940 the cartoon appeared on the front page of all Chicago Tribune editions. 
It depicts Poland’s famous composer, pianist, statesman and unrelenting champion 
of liberty, instructing a waif in the playing of the Polish National Anthem, Jeszcze 
Polska Nie Zgineła (Poland Is Not Yet Lost).

The Polpex 1941 s/s (Figure 2) used this cartoon as its theme, adding Poland’s 
15-fenig Paderewski stamp (Scott’s No. 134), several bars of music and words from 
the Polish National Anthem, and a facsimile of Paderewski’s autograph, all arranged 
to render a magnificent philatelic souvenir, as well as another symbol of the undying 
spirit of Poles worldwide.

This s/s was also printed in quantities of 2,000 each, a perforate and imperforate 
format. From the ATA checklist perspective it relates to: Hats/ Helmets /Head-
dresses; Musicians/ Songs (misc/other); Piano /Keyboards; Politics/Politicians [N.B. 
Paderewski was Poland's second Prime Minister under the Second Republic of 1918]; 
Stamps on Stamps; and Statesmen /Diplomats. 

With the issuance of the Polpex 1943 s/s, a pamphlet was introduced to provide a 
detailed explanation of the theme of the exhibition and the s/s. This practice contin-
ued annually, except for 1952 and 1967, then to Polpex 2002. The last two Polpex 
exhibitions in 2003 and 2004 issued colorful cacheted covers but did not issue a s/s.

Polpex show cards were introduced at Polpex 1976 (Figure 3), commemorating the 
U.S. Bicentennial. The souvenir card featured a reproduction of the U.S. commemo-
ratives of Pulaski (Scott No. 690) and Kościuszko (Scott No. 734).

Figure 2.
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This card was offered 
with and without a spe-
cial show cancellation. 
The practice of issuing 
cards, in addition to s/s, 
continued annually until 
Polpex 1993 when the fi-
nal show card was issued. 
The number of souvenir 
show cards printed and 
issued were limited to 
200 and some years are 
quite scarce.

Every Polpex event 
included a USPS-approved cancellation commemorating the exhibition 
and used for each day of the show. This led to themed cachet covers with the ap-
propriate U.S. postage stamps and special show cancellations. However, collectors 
often purchased blank cacheted covers and applied their own combination of U.S. 
postage before obtaining a show cancel, so it is difficult to project the availability of 
such covers in the philatelic marketplace. 

While many Polpex items can be found on eBay, Delcampe and HipStamp 
websites, the Polonus Polish Philatelic Society are the heirs to the Polpex shows and 
hold the remaining inventory of Polpex philatelic material. The Polpex pamphlets 
and s/s, and often their companion show cards, provide a rich history of the subject 
chosen for any given year of the show, be it a person, event or something philatelic.

The purpose of this article is to provide fellow topical collectors and exhibitors 
with details of the Polpex inventory, cross-indexed by date and topical subject, high-
lighting 108 different ATA topical checklist categories (listings begin at right and 
continue). In addition to the s/s, the accompanying pamphlet often has images that 
represent a topical collecting interest. These, as well as the show cards for the years 
they were issued, are also included. 

A note on our choice of ATA topical checklist categories. Since many personalities 
represented on these s/s and cards relate to several categories, we have often used a 
generic (misc/other) category in addition to one or more specific categories. We have 
also used the convention of considering s/s and show card types of paraphilatelic or 
cinderella material (see reference 1) and therefore suitable for the category “Stamps on 
Stamps.” Some might argue with this premise, but we believe many of these s/s with 
images of issued stamps offer a new opportunity for collectors of “Stamps on Stamps.”

Figure 3.
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Figure 4.

Figure 5.

Figure 6.

Figure 4 
shows Chopin, a 
variety of musical 
instruments, a 
music score and 
the image of a Lyre 
on the pamphlet. 
Figure 5 shows an 
image of Poland 
No. 1, music score, 
horses, carriage, 
stylized posthorn 
(Brasses [musical 
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instrument]; 
Letters/Postal/
Post Offices; 
Philately 
[misc./other]) 
and on the 
pamphlet, a 
cancel also 
showing a 
posthorn. 
Figure 6 shows 
a mélange 
of different 
postage 
stamps from a wide 
variety of countries, 
each often depicting 
a specific individual 
also related to a 
checklist category. 
Figure 7 is a colorful 
s/s set showing 
Poland No. 1, along 
with a mélange of 
early cancels, a cancel of Warsaw also appearing on the pamphlet. Figure 8 
depicts Copernicus, a son of Poland, so astronomy, the solar system, the sun, 
rockets, music and statues all play into the imagery of the s/s and pamphlet. 
Figure 9 is an enlarged image of the center stamp shown in the 1976 card 
previously shown in Figure 3. This is an image of Poland No. 379. In addition 

Figure 8.

Figure

Figure 7.
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Figure 11.

Figure 12.

Figure 10.
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to depicting Washington, Paine and Kościuszko, note the image of the Statue 
of Liberty to the right. Figures 10-11 show the 1978 card and the special show 
cancel depicting Polish folklore and costumes. Figure 12 shows images of 
stamps familiar to Olympic collectors but also a depiction of Fisher catalog 
No. 2469 a s/s or “bloc” depicting a variety of stylized Olympic sports. Lastly, 
Figure 13 shows several stamp images, the Occupied Nations Polish f lag (Scott 
No. 909) and Fisher catalog No. 374, a depiction of the Battle of Westerplatte 
(the Nazi invasion of Poland in 1939). The image of the Polonus Society itself 
depicts Śwatowid, the ancient Slavic God depicted on the 1928 Poland stamp 
issue Scott No. 261, and, a nice Mythology item.

As mentioned earlier, there are limited-edition covers on the theme for a given 
exhibition year. These may have special cachets, use the s/s and have special show 
cancels, often parroting the topical subject in the cancel image, a good example from 
1983 is shown in Figure 14. These were not listed in the previously presented Polpex 
reference list, but I am happy to provide additional information for the subject of any 
given year to interested collectors and exhibitors. 

Figure 13.

Figure 14.
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