March 2021 New Issues

National Day of Remembrance of Accursed Soldiers
Since 2011, March 1 has been designated each year as a National Day of
Remembrance that honors Poland’s Accursed Soldiers (Żołnierze Wyklęci). The term
describes the anti-Soviet and anti-communist Polish resistance fighters in the later
stages of World War II and the years thereafter. In recent years, the Polish Post has
honored many of these individuals with stamps, such as this year’s 3.30-zł stamp
recognizing Łukasz Konrad Ciepliński (1913-51).
Ciepliński was an officer in the Polish Army in World War II, and then fought in the
Home Army against the Germans in the Rzeszów area, using the alias “Pług” (Plow).
After the war, he continued subversive actions against the communists, operating within
the underground WiN organization until his capture in November 1947 in Katowice. He
was then transported to the Mokotów Prison in Warsaw and brutally tortured there for
over three years. In March 1951, he and six co-conspirators were finally shot to death.
This year’s special day of national recognition marks the 70th anniversary of this tragic
event. Although Ciepliński’s remains were lost, he has a symbolic grave at the Powązki
Military Cemetery in Warsaw. The pane of stamps has a QR code and numeric bar
code in the margin.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

March 1, 2021
Single in Pane of 12
Photogravure
Marzanna Dąbrowska

50th Anniversary of the 3rd Ship Flotilla
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card celebrates 50 years of the 3 rd Ship Flotilla (3
Flotylla Okrętów), a tactical unit of the Polish Navy, based at the Gdynia-Oksywie Naval
Base. The unit consists of 3,000 personnel and 22 vessels, including frigates, corvettes
(small warships), submarines, and fast attack crafts.
The entire Polish Navy (Marynarka Wojenna) consists of about 12,000 personnel, 48
ships, and 40 naval aircraft. Since Poland’s entrance into NATO, the structure and role

of its Navy has changed from an emphasis on coastal defenses and Baltic Sea
operations toward integrated international operations with NATO. In recent years it has
expanded its subsurface naval capabilities, especially its submarine force.
The imprinted stamp on the card shows Bolesław Szymon Romanowski (1910-68) and
a sketch of the headquarters of the 3rd Ship Flotilla at Gdynia. Romanowski was a
submarine commander during World War II who escaped from the Baltic to Great Britain
aboard the ORP Wilk. He then continued to serve as a naval commander in the war
with great distinction. Following the war, he returned to Poland in 1947 to continue his
service in naval operations. In 1957, he achieved the rank of commodore (komandor).
The left side of the card shows the modern ORP 241 Ślązak corvette, Gawron Class,
commissioned in 2019. [Note: ORP signifies a vessel of the Republic of Poland (Okręt
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej)].

Date of Issue
Printing Method
Designer

March 11, 2011
Offset
Jarosław Ochendzan

100th Anniversary of the March Constitution
The March 1921 Constitution of the Second Polish Republic is remembered in this Adenominated (3.30 zł) postal card. In February 1919, the single-chamber Legislative
Sejm, elected a month earlier, adopted the Little Constitution which defined the basic
operating principles of Poland’s state institutions. (See summary of stamp on 100
Years of the Legislative Sejm that was issued on February 8, 2019, and summarized in
the Polonus Bulletin of June 2020.)
The March 1921 Constitution set in motion the process of electing state officials for the
Sejm and Senate in the autumn of 1922. In December 1922, the elected National
Assembly (both chambers of the Parliament) then elected the first President of the
Republic of Poland. The Constitution of March 1921 was based on the constitution of
the Third French Republic (1875); its provisions included prohibitions against religious
discrimination, and the abolishment of all royal titles.
The imprinted stamp on the card shows a medal commemorating the March 1921
Constitution. The obverse side of the medal shows kneeling figures symbolizing
farmers, workers, and intelligentsia before the Virgin Mary and Jesus; the reverse side
of the coin shows text referencing the Constitution. The left side of the card shows the
Preamble to the March 1921 Constitution: We, the Polish Nation, grateful to Providence
for setting us free from servitude of a century and a half; remembering gratefully the
courage and perseverance of the self-sacrificing struggle of generations which have
increasingly devoted their best efforts in the cause of independence … do enact and
establish in the Legislative Sejm of the Republic of Poland this constitutional law.
Date of Issue
Printing Method
Designer

March 17, 2021
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

100th Anniversary of the Treaty of Riga
The centennial of the Treaty of Riga (Traktat Ryski) is referenced in this 3.30-zł stamp.
After Poland’s 1920 victory over the Soviets in the Battle of Warsaw, the two states
negotiated a peace treaty officially ending their conflict. The treaty’s provisions gave
Poland parts of Belorussia (now Belarus) and the western Ukraine, and established the
Polish-Soviet border just to the west of Minsk, roughly corresponding to the 1793
frontier; this was about 250 km east of the Curzon Line proposed by the Allied Powers
in Paris. The treaty also included a payment of 30 million rubles in gold to Poland, as
well as the return of various national art treasures to Poland.
The aftermath of the treaty saw Poland with large Ukrainian and Belarusian minorities;
the Belarusian and Ukrainian independence movements saw the treaty as a setback. It
was criticized by Piłsudski for abandoning Poland’s commitment to its Ukrainian ally,
and contributed to his failure to achieve a Polish-led intermarium federation in Eastern
Europe. And it was unsatisfactory to Lenin because it ended his plans to export the
Soviet revolution to the West. Nevertheless, it established a semblance of peace in
Eastern Europe.
The stamp shows a map that depicts the boundary between the two states, as well as a
red and white striped monument defining the border. The map is from a book by Jan
Dąbski entitled Pokój Ryski (The Treaty of Riga). He was Poland’s chief negotiator at
the peace negotiations in Riga, Latvia, signing the treaty on March 18, 1921. The
margin of the pane includes QR and numeric bar codes.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

March 18, 2021
Single in Pane of 12
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

100th Anniversary of Fr. Francis Blachnicki’s Birth
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card honors the centennial of the birth of Father
Franciszek Blachnicki (1921-87), a Polish priest who established several Catholic
organizations in Poland, that emphasize the unity of faith and life, the most famous
being the Light-Life Movement.
Born in Rybnik in Upper Silesia, as a young man he fought against the German invasion
in World War II and was captured and imprisoned at Auschwitz and other concentration
camps during the war. After his liberation in 1945, he pursued the priesthood and was
ordained in 1950. In 1954, he organized the First Oasis Retreat for altar boys, followed
by the First Children of God for girls in 1958, and the First Retreat for Families in 1973.
In 1957, he began a national campaign against smoking and drinking, later termed the
Crusade of Temperance, but the communist regime opposed this effort.
In 1976, he founded the Light-Life movement (Lumiere et Vie) with the guidance,
support, and influence of his bishop, Karol Wojtyła. The movement aimed to join
religion and life into one. The sign of the movement incorporates an early Christian
symbol phōs-zoe, comprising two words meaning light in Greek and a Greek girl’s name
meaning life; they are joined by the letter omega (symbolizing the end or limit of a set),
and they form a cross with the letters theta (symbolizing divine) and sigma (symbolizing
sum); it is depicted in the official first day cancellation for this card. In 1978, Father
Blachnicki organized the Crusade for the Liberation of Man, a social movement to

combat alcoholism and smoking, and to encourage modesty and chastity. The card
shows scenes of him guiding young people.
Upon his sudden death in 1984 in Carlsberg, Germany, he was described by Pope John
Paul II as an ardent apostle of inner renewal and conversion. In 1995, the beatification
process began for him, and in 2015 Pope Francis titled him as Venerable, recognizing
his model Christian life of heroic virtue.
Date of Issue
Printing Method
Designer

March 24, 2021
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

Poles Rescuing Jews
This 3.30-zł stamp, part of a recurring series on this subject, recognizes a newlycompleted monument in Popardowa dedicated to the Polish lives lost there at the hands
of the Germans in March 1944. Popardowa is a village in the administrative district
Gmina Nawojowa, Nowy Sącz County, Lesser Poland Voivodeship, in southern Poland,
about 85 km SE of Kraków.
During World War II, the Germans announced that the death penalty would be imposed
for any form of assistance offered to Poland’s Jewish population. In 1943-4, eight
members of three Jewish families (Kaufer, Neugröschl, and Schieber) went into hiding
from the Nazis. Initially, Józef Borek sheltered all of them at his house in nearby
Mystków. Later, with the help of Jakub Tokarz, six of the Jews (three men and three
women) were relocated to Popardowa to hide in the attic at the house of Agnieszka
Rumin, her oldest son Jan, and her six other children.
Unfortunately, the Germans found out about the scheme, and all of those involved were
apprehended and murdered. The new monument, located at the site of the Rumin
house, shows the contours of the four adult Polish conspirators standing in front of the
Jewish victims. It was designed by Monika Kupiec and supported by the Nawojowa
district authorities and the Institute of National Remembrance Commission for the
Prosecution of Crimes against the Polish Nation.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designers
(FDC & postmark)

March 24, 2021
Single in Sheet of 50
Rotogravure
Jacek Konarzewski (stamp) & Jan Konarzewski

Jerzy Iwanow Szajnowicz
This 8-zł stamp honors Jerzy Iwanow Szajnowicz (1911-43), a Greek-Polish athlete and
resistance fighter in World War II. He was born to a Russian-Polish couple in Warsaw,
Colonel Vladimir Ivanov (Iwanow) and Leonarda née Szajnowicz, who later divorced;
she remarried a wealthy Greek, and moved to Salonica. Young Jerzy stayed with his
father, but later joined his mother in 1925, and pursued academic studies at several
different schools in Europe. In both Poland and Greece, he became an accomplished
swimmer and water polo player. After completing studies in agricultural engineering in
1938, he returned to Greece. With the outbreak of World War II, he helped organize the
movement of Polish refugees travelling through Thessaloniki in northern Greece, and in
1940 enlisted in Polish intelligence operations.
With the invasion of the Germans and Italians, he fled Greece in April 1941 to join the
Polish and British forces in Haifa in Palestine. The British intelligence service recruited
him (as Agent 033-B), due in large part to his proficiency in several languages. He was
then secretly returned to Thessaloniki to support the Greek resistance in October 1941.
While there, he helped conduct many notable and bold undercover land and water
operations; his swimming skills helped in disrupting several German naval operations.
Captured by the Germans in late 1942, he was given a triple death sentence that was
carried out in January 1943. He was posthumously awarded the highest decorations for
valor by both Poland and Greece. His memory is honored by a statue in Thessaloniki
and a memorial plaque at his house in Warsaw. His grave in Athens has the simple
inscription: He died for Poland.

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

March 25, 2021
Single in Sheet of 100
Photogravure
Agnieszka Sancewicz

Michał Jankowski (1842-1912)
A 1-zł stamp was issued to honor Michał Jankowski, AKA Mikhail Ivanovich (Yanovich)
Yankowsky, a Polish nobleman (szlachta) who settled in the Russian Far East after
serving time in Siberia for his participation in the Polish January Uprising of 1863. He
was from the Novina clan that claimed descent from the knight Tadeusz Novina who
fought in the Crusades. [Another Pole exiled to Siberia around this time was Wacław
Sieroszewski, honored on a stamp issued on September 24, 2018, and summarized in
the January 2020 Polonus Bulletin.]
The January Uprising of 1863 was an insurrection in the Kingdom of Poland that aimed
to restore the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. It was triggered by the ruling Russian
civil administration’s plans for the conscription of young Polish men into the Russian
Army. After the rebellion failed, Russian reprisals were swift and ruthless, including
public executions and deportations to Siberia, the fate of Jankowski. After serving his
time in Siberia, he remained in Russia, finding work at a gold mine in the Irkutsk region,
and then migrated east, settling on the island of Askol’d, near Vladivostok, where he
married. In 1880, he moved to the Primorsky Krai region, where he bred horses and
sika deer, and became known as a famous hunter and naturalist who collected
specimens for museums. The bird species Jankowski’s bunting was discovered by him.
In 1909, he suffered from severe pneumonia and relocated to Sochi on the Black Sea,
where he died in 1912.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

March 25, 2021
Single in Sheet of 100
Photogravure
Jan Konarzewski

Modern Rolling Stock
These five stamps, each valued at 3.30 zł, show a few of the modern passenger rail
vehicles now operating in Poland. Since Poland’s entry into the EU in 2004, European
financial institutions have provided major funding to upgrade the Polish rail network and
rolling stock. Poland’s largest provider of passenger train service, the state-operated
corporate PKP (Polskie-Koleje Państowe) and several other operating entities have
been able to modernize their operations, and have plans to continue to do so.
The stamp in the upper left (UL) corner of the pane shows the innovative Pendolino
ED250 trainset, which began providing high-speed rail service (kolej dużych prędkosci)
on December 14, 2014, on designated lines radiating out from Warsaw, the so-called
Central Rail Line (CMK or Centralna Magistrala Kolejowa), linking Warsaw with
Katowice and Kraków, and the Warsaw-Gdańsk-Gdynia line, and the Warsaw-Wrocław
line. The Pendolino was developed and manufactured in Italy by Fiat Ferroviaria which
was taken over by Alstom Transport in 2000. Although the Pendolino trains can travel
up to 250 km/hr, the present Polish rail infrastructure now permits a maximum speed of
only 160 km/hr in most of the system; however, much of the CMK now operates at
speeds of 200 km/hr. It is anticipated that by 2023, many of Poland’s passenger trains
will be able to operate at a maximum speed of 250 km/hr. This would allow transit from
Warsaw to Katowice and Kraków in less than two hours!
The UR stamp in the pane displays a Pesa Dart Intercity ED161 trainset, made in
Poland, and now operating at a maximum speed of 160 km/hr. In the center left (CL) of

the pane, a Newag Impuls, another trainset made in Poland, is shown; its maximum
operating speed is also 160 km/hr. The LL stamp in the pane shows a Stadler FLIRT
trainset manufactured in Switzerland. And the LR stamp in the pane shows a Pesa Elf,
another trainset manufactured in Poland. In the CR of the pane, a tab shows the
historic PT31 locomotive that operated in Poland in the mid-1930’s; in 1939 the PKP
had 81 such locomotives in operation.
The printing format for the pane resembles standard printed railway tickets. There is
both a standard perforated and an imperforate version of the pane, the latter sold in a
folder. Both QR and numeric bar codes are in the pane margins. Three official first day
covers were issued for this set of stamps.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Imperforate Panes
Printing Method
Designer

March 31, 2021
5 Different Stamps & Tab in Perforate &
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

