April 2021 New Issues

30th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Warsaw Stock Exchange
This 3.30-zł stamp recognizes the founding of the Warsaw Stock Exchange (Giełda
Papierów Wartościowych w Warszawie or GPW) in April 1991 by the State Treasury as
a joint stock company. The GPW operates as both a financial market and a
commodities market. It is now the largest stock exchange in Central and Eastern
Europe. Stocks, bonds, subscription rights, allotments, and derivatives (futures and
options) are all traded electronically. In 2021 the total market capitalization of the GPW
was estimated at over $160 billion.
Historically, Warsaw became the financial center of Poland beginning in the early 17th
Century. The legal framework for the trading of securities was first codified by the
Polish Sejm in 1775, and in 1808 the Duchy of Warsaw adopted the Napoleonic Code,
including the Code of Commerce. The first state-organized exchange, the Warsaw
Mercantile Exchange, was established in Congress Poland in May 1817; and it grew
rapidly in the early 1800’s. After the First World War, in 1919, the Warsaw Money
Exchange was opened by the new Polish government, and it operated until the Second
World War. With the fall of Poland’s communist regime in 1989, the present GPW was
established with the assistance of the French government.
The GPW has recently achieved notable success, in part due to the National Bank of
Poland’s (Narodowy Bank Polskie) policy of setting a very low reference interest rate in
an effort to stimulate the national economy during the Covid-19 pandemic. [See the
summary for the stamp issued on the centennial of the PKO Bank Polskie on February
7, 2019, as described in the June 2020 Polonus Bulletin.] Internet technology (IT)
stocks have recently been the leaders, including the very successful e-commerce
platform Allegro. The stamp shows the symbolic heads of a bull and a bear
(representing positive and negative forces in the market) in front the GPW headquarters
building. A QR and numeric bar code are shown in the bottom margin of the pane. The
stamps are printed in a tête-bêche format.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

April 16, 2021
Single in Pane of 12
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

30 Years of the Public Service of KSAP
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card recognizes the Lech Kaczyński National
School of Public Administration (Krajowa Szkoła Administracji Publicznej or KSAP), a
small school in Warsaw that trains civil servants for higher public administration
positions. It was established in May 1990 by the Tadeusz Mazowiecki government, and
is modeled after the French École nationale d’administration. The KSAP features
training in law and administration; economics and public finance; European Union (EU)
and foreign policy; and management skills development.
Training at the KSAP lasts for 18-20 months, and includes two internships, one in
Poland and one abroad (usually in an EU country). There have been over 1,100
graduates of the KSAP, with most entering high-level work in Polish ministries. One of
the most famous graduates of the school is the technocrat Elżbieta Bieńkowska, who
has served in Poland’s government and the EU. The imprinted stamp on the card
shows the KSAP logo.
Date of Issue
Printing Method
Designer

April 16, 2021
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

Europe
One more in a continuing annual series, this year’s EUROPA stamp is dedicated to the
theme Animals Threatened with Extinction (Zwierzęta Zagrożone Wyginięciem). The
3.30-zł stamp portrays a Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx), a medium-sized wild cat in the
Family Felidae that, although widespread in the temperate and boreal forests of
Eurasia, is threatened by habitat loss and fragmentation, poaching, and depletion of
prey. It is a solitary, nocturnal, carnivorous animal, generally 1.8- to 2.5-ft high, 2.6- to
4.3-ft long, and weighs 40 to 66 lbs. The stamp portrays the hind quarters of the animal
as blurred, perhaps an allusion to its elusive nature, or to the uncertainty of its future
existence. In 2010 there were an estimated 285 wild lynxes in Poland, located primarily
in the northeastern Białowieża Primeval Forest (Puszcza Białoweska) and the
southeastern part of the Carpathian Mountains. And since the 1990’s, they have also
been reintroduced in the Kampinos National Park in the northwest outskirts of Warsaw.
EUROPA stamps are issued to demonstrate Europe’s desire for closer integration and
cooperation. Each year a different theme is designated by PostEurop, and the 52
member European postal administrations/enterprises issue stamps that support this
theme, while displaying the official EUROPA logo. QR and numeric bar codes are
included in the margin of the pane.
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April 21, 2021
Single in Pane of 9
Offset
Bożydar Grozdew

150th Anniversary of the Founding of the Warsaw Musical Society
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card honors the sesquicentennial of the Warsaw
Musical Society (Warszawskie Towarzystwo Muzyczne), founded in January 1871. Its
first musical director was Aleksander Zarzycki, and its founding members included him,
Stanisław Moniuszko, Władysław Wiślicki, Adam Münchheimer, August Freyer, Ludwik
Grossman, and others. In 1958, it became known as the Library, Museum and Archive
of the Stanisław Moniuszko Warsaw Musical Society in Warsaw (Biblioteka, Muzeum i
Archiwum Warszawskiego Towarzystwa Muzycznego im. Stanisława Moniuszki w
Warszawie) that is located on Zakroczymska Street in Warsaw. The Society’s
collections include a wide array of materials from Polish musical culture during the 19th
Century, including manuscripts of musical works, correspondence, memoirs, librettos,
sheet music, books, periodicals, and recordings. The collections include the legacy of
several composers and private individuals. The Society is also actively involved in the
organization of concerts, composer competitions, musical education, and other
academic activities. These events are held at the beautiful Szuster Palace (Pałac
Szusterów), located on Morskie Street, Morskie Oko Park, in the Mokotów district of

Warsaw. Musical events there are often quite informal, and often include explanatory
speeches and discourse with the audience.
The imprinted stamp on the card shows a painting of the composer, Stanisław
Moniuszko. His career in music was summarized in the description of the stamp issued
by the Polish Post in his honor on May 5, 2019, and included in the Polonus Bulletin of
December 2020. The left side of the card shows the Szuster Palace, and an image of
the composer Władysław Wiślicki.
Date of Issue
Printing Method
Designer

April 24, 2021
Offset
Jarosław Ochendzan

Beneficial Insects
These six different 3.30-zł stamps are in separate panes of five stamps and a tab. The
stamps show bright watercolors of several types of bees (pszczoły) and the tabs (and
margins of the panes) show the flowers the bees pollinate. The margins of the panes
recognize bees as Beneficial and Pollinating Insects (Owady Pożyteczne, Zaplające).
The stamps celebrate a few of the many different kinds of bees that can be observed,
and imply their enormous value in nature. In fact, there are 16,000-20,000 species of
bees.
One of the stamps portrays the Metallic bee (Pszczolinka metaliczna), from the genus
Agapostemon in the Halictidae family, one of six families in the order Hymenoptera. It
has a diversity of social behaviors and is widespread in the temperate regions of the
world; it is dark-colored, often metallic green or blue in appearance, and nests
underground. Although not known for honey production, they are amazing pollinators.
Most are polylectic, gathering floral resources from multiple plant species. Over 40
species have been identified in this family, with 4,300 subspecies.
Bees in the Halictidae family are also commonly known as Sweat bees or Slender bees;
this latter type of bee (Smuklik) is depicted on another one of the stamps in this issue.
These bees form nests in the ground, and typically live as solitary bees or in small
groups.
The Honey bee (Pszczoła miodna) is shown on another one of the stamps. Native to
Eurasia, it is a social bee in the genus Apis, the family Apidae, and the order
Hymenoptera. It constructs perennial nests of wax and produces large amounts of
honey. Eight species of Honey bee are recognized, together with 43 subspecies. A
colony or beehive may consist of a queen, a few thousand drones or males, and tens of
thousands of female worker bees. They are also gatherers of pollen and nectar from a
wide array of flowers.
Shown on another of these stamps as a bee with a red abdomen gathering nectar is
Sphecodes albilabris. Also known as the cuckoo bee, Nęczyn is a solitary parasitic bee
found in Central and Western Europe. The larvae of this species are parasites of
Colletes cunicularius, or spring mining bee, a different type of solitary bee.
Dasypoda altercator is shown on another one of the stamps as a bee with two bright
yellow legs. Also known as the pantaloon bee, Obrostka pospolita is species of mining
bees, placing nests in burrows dug in the soil. Females collect pollen on the hairs of
their hind legs, which appear to swell, making the bees look as if they were wearing
pantaloons.
A Red-tailed bumblebee (Trzmiel rudy) is shown on another one of the stamps. Found
in Central Europe, it is one of 250 species in the genus Bombus, also part of the Apidae

family and the order Hymenoptera. It is a social bee that nests in the ground. Its
colonies, although smaller than those of Honey bees, also have a queen. As it feeds on
the nectar of flowers, it also serves as an important pollinator for both crops and
wildflowers. Bumblebees are larger than Honey bees and are described as plump and
densely furry.
The six stamps and tabs in this issue are also available in imperforate limited edition
panes. The margins of the panes include QR and numeric bar codes.
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April 30, 2021
Six Different Stamps in Separate Panes of Five
Offset
Andrzej Gosik

