April/May 2021 New Issues

230th Anniversary of the Constitution of May 3
This 3.30-zł stamp celebrates the 230th anniversary of the Constitution of May 3, 1791,
the world’s second oldest written national constitution, enacted two years after the U.S.
Constitution of 1789. It was entitled the Governance Act (Ustawa Rządowa) and
adopted by the Great Sejm of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Its principal author
was King Stanisław August Poniatowski, with contributions from Ignacy Potocki, Hugo
Kołłątaj, and others. The document created a constitutional monarchy that introduced
equality between townspeople and nobility, and included peasants under the
government’s protection in order to alleviate some of the worst abuses of serfdom. It
established a clear division of governmental executive, legislative, and judicial powers.
All of the Commonwealth’s neighbors strongly opposed it.
The constitution was in force for only 19 months, until it was declared null and void by
the Grodno Sejm in 1793. Then, the Second and Third Partitions of Poland in 1793 and
1795 ended Poland’s sovereign existence until the close of World War I in 1918.
Although it was called the last will and testament of the expiring homeland, it actually
helped keep alive Poland’s aspirations for independence for over a century. The stamp
shows Jan Matejko’s painting Constitution of May 3, 1791, from the collection at the
Royal Castle Museum in Warsaw. The margins of the pane include QR and numeric
bar codes and also show traditional decorative scrollwork similar to that shown on the
title page of copies of the document published in multiple languages in Warsaw in 1791.
In 1991 the Polish Post issued a souvenir sheet and two stamps to honor the
bicentennial of the Constitution of May 3.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

May 3, 2021
Single in Pane of 12
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

Year of St. Joseph
This 3.30-zł stamp recognizes the Year of St. Joseph (Rok św. Józefa), proclaimed by
Pope Francis, lasting from December 8, 2020, to December 8, 2021. In his Apostolic
Letter entitled Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), the pope described St. Joseph as a
beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father; a
father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows. The
pope further recognized St. Joseph as the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet
and hidden presence, who nonetheless played an incomparable role in the history of
salvation. The pope’s proclamation marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius
IX’s declaration of St. Joseph as Patron Saint of the Universal Church.
Very little is actually known about St. Joseph. He is mentioned in the biblical gospels of
Matthew and Luke as the corporeal and legal father of Jesus Christ. He is described in
the Gospel of Matthew as a tekton (τέκτων) or carpenter who lived in Nazareth in
Galilee with his wife Mary and Jesus. It is likely that he died before Jesus’ ministry
began. The unidentified painting shown on the stamp portrays Joseph holding a
muscular-looking young Jesus. The official first day cover shows wood shavings, an
obvious allusion to his vocation as carpenter.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

May 1, 2021
Single in Sheet of 100
Photogravure
Jarosław Ochendzan

Silesian Uprisings
The three Silesian Uprisings (Powstania Śląskie) are memorialized on this 3.30-zł
stamp, with an emphasis on the third uprising led by Wojiech Korfanty in early May
1921. The stamp portrays him together with a map showing the locations of major
incidents in the campaign fought by Polish separatists seeking union with the newly
founded Polish Republic. The pane includes an informative QR code and numeric bar
code in the margin. The official first day cover shows Polish machine gunners.
A detailed summary of the Silesian Uprisings was presented in the description of an
earlier stamp on this subject that was issued on August 16, 2019, and included in the
March 2021 Polonus Bulletin. In addition, a short summary on Wojciech Korfanty was
presented in the description of one of the six stamps in the pane celebrating the 100th
Anniversary of Poland Regaining Independence, issued on November 11, 2018, and
included in the June 2020 Polonus Bulletin.

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

May 2, 2019
Single in Pane of 12
Offset
Adam Kultys

Kornel Morawiecki
The Polish politician Kornel Andrzej Morawiecki (1941-2019) is honored on this stamp
valued at 3.30 zł. Morawiecki earned a doctoral degree in physics in 1970 at the
University of Wrocław. While at work there, he took part in student strikes and
demonstrations, and afterward became co-editor of an underground newspaper, and
then served as a delegate to the First National Congress of the NSZZ Solidarity. After
the declaration of martial law in Poland in 1981, he went underground, becoming one of
the most wanted people in Poland. In May 1982, he founded the organization called
Fighting Solidarity (Solidarność Walcząca), a political opposition group that called for
the end of communism in Poland and the other countries of the Soviet Bloc, as well as

the breakup of the Soviet Union itself. In November 1987, after six years of
conspiratorial activity in the underground, he was captured by the Secret Police (Służba
Bezpieczeństwa) in Wrocław and imprisoned at the Rakowiecka Prison in Warsaw.
After the fall of communism in Poland, he unsuccessfully ran for President of Poland in
1990 and again in 2010. Finally, in 2015 he was elected to the Sejm and served as
Senior Marshal from November 2015 until his death in 2019 from pancreatic cancer.
His son Mateusz is Prime Minister of Poland.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

May 3, 2021
Single in Sheet of 50
Photogravure
Jarosław Ochendzan

Our Lady of Leżajsk
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card honors the image of the Virgin of Leżajsk
(Matka Boza Leżajsk), also known as Our Lady of Consolation, who holds the baby
Jesus. It is located above the altar at the Basilica of St. Mary of Leżajsk; the Bernadine

Monastery and Museum of the Franciscan Friars Province are located adjacent to the
basilica. The old Polish Royal Town of Leżajsk, located in southeastern Poland, has
had a turbulent history, experiencing multiple foreign invasions.
The story of the icon begins in 1578 when woodcutter Thomas Michalek saw a bright
vision of the Virgin Mary who instructed him to build a church on the site. He
constructed a small chapel that was visited by many pilgrims, and in the early 1600’s a
brick church was built there by the Bishop of Przemyśl with the support of King
Sigismund III. The icon inside the church is reportedly the work of Fr. Erasmus from the
late16th Century. In 1752, the images on the icon were crowned in gold at the direction
of Pope Benedict XIV, with funding from Joseph Potocki, the Hetman of the Crown.
The basilica also houses two famous pipe organs, constructed in 1693, as well as many
fine paintings and baroque architecture. The town of Leżajsk is also famous for the
tomb of Rabbi Elimelech that is located there; he was one of the founders of the Hasidic
Movement in Judaism.
Date of Issue
Printing Method
Designer

May 7, 2021
Offset
Agnieszka Sancewicz

Patrons of Poland
This 3.30-zł stamp, another in a continuing series on this theme, recognizes St.
Stanislaus (Swięty Stanisław) of Szczepanów (1030-79). Born in the village of
Szczepanów in southern Poland, about 52 km east of Kraków, he was educated at a
cathedral school in Gniezno, then the designated capital of Poland, and was ordained
as a priest. In 1072, he was appointed as Bishop of Kraków at the explicit command of
Pope Alexander II, thus becoming one of the earliest native Polish bishops. During his
time in office, he had several serious disputes with the reigning King Bolesław II the
Generous (Szczodry) or Bold (Śmiały), resulting in him excommunicating the king. The
king responded by accusing him of treason, and he was brutally murdered. His
martyrdom resulted in a general public outrage, forcing the king to resign and go into
exile, to be succeeded by his brother, Władisław I Herman.
In 1253, Pope Innocent IV canonized him, making him the first native Polish saint. His
silver sarcophagus at the Wawel Cathedral became the site where many Polish kings
were crowned. The Catholic Church now venerates him as one of the primary patron
saints of Poland. Topical stamp collectors should note that he was also honored on four
stamps issued by Vatican City in 1979.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

May 8, 2021
Single in Sheet of 50
Photogravure
Bożydar Grozdew

40th Anniversary of Registration of the Independent Farmers’ Trade
Union Solidarność
On May 12, 1981, the Independent and Self-Governing Trade Union of Individual
Farmers Solidarity (Niezaliżny Samorządny Związek Zowadowy Rolników
Indywidualnych ‘Solidarność or NSZZ RI Solidarność) was officially registered as a
union of Polish farmers. Its legalization was made possible following the RzeszówUstrzyki social agreement signed by striking farmers and the Polish People’s Republic
in February 1981. NSZZ RI Solidarność was established through the merger of three
agricultural trade unions, and sought to guarantee the inviolability of peasant property
ownership, land sale, and inheritance, and several other objectives sought by farmers
living in the villages of rural Poland. During its campaign for legalization, one of the key
slogans used was: If you register us, you will eat a roll with ham. This stamp, valued at
5 gr (or 0.05 zł), shows a loaf of bread roughly shaped like the map of Poland.
There are actually several other important organizations operating in Poland’s
agricultural sector today. The National Association of Farmers, Circles, and Agricultural
Organizations (Krajowy Związek Rolników, Kółek I Organizacji Rolniiczych or
KZRKiOR) is perhaps the largest, boasting a membership of over a million individuals,
most of whom are women in Rural Homemakers’ Circles (Koła Gospodyń Wiejskich). It
has a decentralized organizational structure and has existed for 150 years. Another
notable farmers’ organization is the Self Defense Agricultural Trade Union (Związek

Zawodowy Rolnictwa Samoobrona or Samoobrona) that is also a populist political party
founded in 1991.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

May 12, 2021
Single in Sheet of 100
Photogravure
Jan Konarzewski

125th Anniversary of the Birth of Henryk Glass (Skinny Wolf)
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card honors Henryk Glass (1896-1984), co-founder
of the Polish scouting movement, youth educator, writer, soldier, and national
independence and anti-communist activist. His career spanned the years of the Second
Polish Republic, World War II, and the post-war years while in Great Britain. During his
wide-ranging career, he used several pseudonyms, including Chudy Wilk (Skinny Wolf),
Mieczysław Wolski, and Martel; and as an exile in Great Britain, he used the assumed
name of Stanisław Jankowski. One of his books is entitled On the Lean Wolf Trail:
From the Underworld to Poland (1932).
Born in Dąbrowa Górnica in southern Poland, near Katowice, he studied in Kiev, and
while there was active in clandestine student and scouting activities. In mid-1917, he
volunteered in the 1st Polish Corps, participating in intelligence operations. In
November 1918, he was a delegate to the scouting convention in Lublin, where the
Polish Scouting Association (Związek Harcerstwa Polskiego or ZHP) was established.
In August 1919, he coordinated intelligence work in the Ukraine for the ZHP, and helped
evacuate Poles back to Poland. During the Polish Soviet War in 1920, he was an
officer in intelligence, and commanded a scout sabotage group operating at the rear of
the Red Army.
Throughout the inter-war years he served in the Polish Army as a reserve officer, while
simultaneously continuing his activities in scouting. In 1927, he was awarded the
highest scout rank – Scoutmaster of the Republic of Poland. He was a staunch
advocate for a Catholic-national viewpoint, writing numerous books and other
publications on scouting work and traditions. His early experience in Bolshevik Russia
led him to focus on countering the propaganda being spread among young people by
left-wing and communist organizations. While editing the monthly newsletter of the
Anticommunist Agreement, he also engaged in intelligence-gathering against the
Soviets.
During World War II, he joined the underground, participating in various intelligence
operations, including the Warsaw Uprising. He was able to avoid arrest by travelling to
the West in 1945, and settling as an exile in Great Britain, where he remained active in
scouting activities for the remainder of his life.
Date of Issue
Printing Method
Designer

May 19, 2021
Offset
Poczta Polska SA

Team Europe Athletics Championships Silesia 2021
This 4-zł stamp calls attention to Super League track and field competition, the first part
of the European Athletic Team Championships that were held in Chorzów on May 2930. The seven best European teams competed in 20 men’s and 20 women’s events:
France, Germany, United Kingdom, Italy, Poland, Portugal, and Spain; the eighth
qualifying team from Ukraine withdrew because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 400
athletes competed and Poland won 1st place overall, thus successfully defending its
title won in Belarus in 2019. The city of Minsk in Belarus was the original designated
host city for the Super League events, but it was replaced by Chorzów due to the
political situation in Belarus.
The European Athletic Team Championships also included competitions in the First,
Second, and Third Leagues of the event, involving athletes from 41 other European
countries. These competitions were held in cities in Romania, Bulgaria, and Cyprus on
June 19-20.
The stamp shows photos of Poland’s two premiere hammer throwers: Anita Włodarczyk
and Paweł Fajdek. She is perhaps the greatest women’s hammer thrower of all time,
and holder of the world record throw of over 82 meters; nearing retirement, she did not
participate in this competition. He is also an accomplished hammer thrower, and
participated in this competition, winning 1st place. The stamps in this pane are circular
in shape, with surrounding selvage forming a square. The pane has a combined QR
and numeric bar code in the margin.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
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May 28, 2021
Single in Pane of 8
Offset
Poczta Polska SA

100th Anniversary of the Poznań International Fair
The centennial of the Poznań International Trade Fair (Międzynarodowe Targi
Poznańskie or MTP) is celebrated on this A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card. The
MTP had its origins at the Congress of the Union of Merchant Associations held in
Poznań in 1917, which consisted of Polish merchants from Greater Poland and East
Pomerania. It was organized to resemble the Leipzig Trade Fair. The first MTP trade
fair was held in May 1921. It continued to expand in scope until World War II, when the
Nazis confiscated its site and converted it into a defense factory; as a result, the Allied
air forces had to destroy most of the MTP facilities.
Following the war, the former MTP facilities were rebuilt and expanded. Today, the
MTP is operated as a limited liability company, 60 percent owned by the Polish State
Treasury, and 40 percent owned by the City of Poznań. In addition to housing the trade
fair, the MTP facilities in Poznań are used for about 60 other public events each year,

including conferences, exhibitions, sports and cultural events, and scientific and social
gatherings. Furthermore, the MTP organization participates in a wide array of other
events, both regionally and elsewhere around the world. The MTP trade fair is one of
the largest in Central-Eastern Europe, accommodating up to 11,000 guests in over 80
exhibition halls and conference rooms, and offering 35,000 square meters of open
grounds. In 1955, the Spire Pavilion was constructed and is now the landmark symbol
of the fair. The imprinted stamp on the card shows the logo of the MTP and the left side
shows the Spire Pavilion.
Date of Issue
Printing Method
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May 28, 2021
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

Polish Cities – Mińsk Mazowiecki
This 4-zł stamp, one more in a series on this subject, recognizes the town of Mińsk
Mazowiecki, located in east-central Poland, about 30 km east of Warsaw. It is named
after the nearby Mienia River, which in turn derives from the word mienić (shine); the
post-nominal adjective shows its historic connection to the Mazovian region, and
distinguishes the town from the Belarusian capital of Minsk. Its designation as a town
dates back to 1421. In the late 19th Century, it was renamed Novomińsk when it
became a possession of The Doria Dernałowicz Family whose palace remains in the
town. In the early 20th Century, several significant military operations occurred in the
area. Before World War II, thousands of Jews lived in the town, but by June 1943
almost all had been killed by the Nazis.
The stamp shows a watercolor of the town’s Parish Church of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, and an image of the Monument to Independence. The church is a
brick building with plastered walls, originally constructed in the Gothic style and
reconstructed in the early 20th Century in a neo-baroque style. The image of the
Monument to Independence appears to resemble the Polish eagle, designed by Jan
Matejko, that perches atop the mysterious Wanda Mound (tumulus) in Kraków that is
associated with the fable of the legendary Polish princess who sacrificed her life to
remain free.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
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May 29, 2021
Single in Sheet of 100
Photogravure
Andrzej Gosik

Madonnas of the Eastern Borderlands
In a continuing series on this subject, these four different 4-zł stamps recognize four
Madonnas from the Eastern Borderlands (Madonny Kresowe). Other stamps have
recently been issued on this subject in 2014, 2016, and 2018. The first stamp, with an
olive border, honors Our Lady of Bołszowiec (or Bołszowce), a sacred painting of Mary
and Jesus that is now located at the Church of St. Catherine in Gdańsk. This elegant oil
painting is mounted on a pine board measuring 102 x 85 cm. It is believed to date back
to the 16th Century, reflecting the style of the German painter Lucas Cranach the Elder.
Throughout its turbulent history, the painting has been venerated by many generations
of Poles, Ruthenians, and Lithuanians. Legend says that it was discovered by Hetman
Marcin Kazanowski who venerated the painting and built a wooden church for it in the
village of Bołszowce in 1624. The painting was crowned and given an elegant gown in
1777 by the Archbishop of Lviv, with the approval of Pope Pius VI. During World War II,
the Bolsheviks converted the village church to a warehouse and stable. However, the
Carmelite Fathers were able to safely relocate the painting to Lviv, then to Kraków and
finally in 1968 to Gdańsk. The village of the painting’s origin is now identified as
Bilshivtsi, located in the Ukraine; it has also been identified historically as Bolschowitz
(German) and Bolshovtsy (Russian), in addition to its Polish designation as Bołszowce.
A copy of the painting is now housed at the village church.
The second stamp, with a Prussian blue border, recognizes the painting identified as
Our Lady of Marijampolė, one of several paintings now located in the Church of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Piasek Island in Wrocław (Kościół Najświetszej Mari Panny na
Piaska we Wrocławiu). Very little is known about the painting that is claimed to date
back to the late 16th Century. It is only reported that the painting was owned by the
Hetman Stanisław Jabłonowski (1634-1702) who revered it and took it with him on
military expeditions. The Latin inscription at the bottom of the painting reads: All
generations shall call me blessed. The painting depicts Mary holding Jesus, who
appears to have a disquieted expression on his face. The purported location of the
painting’s origin, the city of Marijampolė, is now located in southern Lithuania. The
massive three-nave brick Augustinian church that now houses the painting is one of the
oldest Gothic churches in Poland, dating back to the mid-12th Century.
The third stamp, with a dark blue border, honors Our Lady of Consolation from Lviv,
now located above the altar in the Church of St. Klemens Dworzak in Wrocław. The
painting of Mary and Jesus is actually a reproduction of a painting at the Basilica of Our
Lady of the Snow, painted in Rome around 1570 at the request of the Jesuit general –
St. Francis Borgias. In the late 16th Century, it was given to the Jesuits of Lviv, who
placed it in their Church of St. Peter and Paul. In 1636, the painting was decorated with
a silver dress, adorned with precious jewels, and in 1905 the Archbishop of Lviv
officially crowned it. In 1946, the Jesuits, leaving Lviv, took the painting to Kraków, and
in 1974 the icon was transferred to its present location in Wrocław.

The fourth stamp, with a light blue frame, highlights Our Lady of Tarnopol, now located
at the Chapel of Our Lady of the Rosary, which adjoins the Church of the Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus and Our Lady of Consolation in Poznań. The crowned sacred painting
shows a seated Mary with Jesus, surrounded by angels; Mary holds rosary beads. The
painting is reported to date from the mid-18th Century. In 1838, it was placed above the
main altar at the Dominican Church of St. Vincent of Ferrara in the town of Tarnopol.
Following World War II, Tarnopol became part of the Soviet Ukraine, and was renamed
Ternopil. The church became the Greek-Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; and the Polish population in the town, together
with the icon, was relocated to Poland.
The margins of the four panes of stamps have combined numeric bar codes and QR
codes. Each stamp has its own attractive official first day cover.
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May 31, 2021
Four Stamps, Each in a Separate Pane of 9
Photogravure
Angieszka Sancewicz

