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100th Anniversary of the Museum of Post and Telecommunications in
Wrocław
The Museum of Post and Telecommunications was established in Warsaw in 1921 to
showcase the complex history of Poland’s Postal Service and the development of
communications technology since the early 16th Century. In 1956, the museum was
relocated to the main post office in Wrocław, an impressive large, high-rise, red brick
building, constructed in 1926.
The 3.30-zł centennial stamp in this pane displays a medal issued for the 5th National
Philatelic Exhibition held in Warsaw in 1938. [Note: A semi-postal souvenir sheet of
stamps was also issued at that exhibition, in both perforated and imperforate formats,
showing an historic stagecoach and wayside inn.] The present pane includes six
different tabs that show a few of the artifacts that are on display at the museum: a mail
trumpet (19th Century); a wax seal from Słonim (18th Century); a Hughes printing
telegraph apparatus (early 20th Century); a postal carriage (19th Century); an Ericsson
skeleton telephone (late 19th Century); and a rural mailbox (early 20th Century). A QR
code and numeric bar code are displayed in the margin of the pane, issued in both
perforated and imperforate formats.
For philatelists, the museum also displays postage stamps and associated letters and
documents, including maps of rail stations and mail routes, and rare photographs,
engravings, and oil paintings relating to the Polish Post. The museum houses five
permanent exhibits, and claims a total of over 70,000 items in its inventory; some of the
exhibits present information in English. It is administered by the Lower Silesian
Voivodeship Government; a branch of the museum in Gdańsk is also locally
administered.
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30th Anniversary of the Treaty of Good Neighborliness and Friendly
Cooperation
This A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal card commemorates the Polish-German Treaty of
Good Neighborliness and Friendly Cooperation signed on June 17, 1991, under the
leadership of German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Poland’s Prime Minister Jan
Krzysztof Bielecki. It supplemented the Polish-German Border Treaty of 1990. In the
1991 treaty both countries agreed to respect the rights of national minorities, and
promote cultural contacts, especially among young people.
Although the treaty was a milestone in Polish-German relations, the relationship
between the two countries remains a work in progress because of the long history of
adversity between them. The Polish government has often raised the question of
German reparations to compensate for the wartime devastation caused by Germany.
Many Germans expelled from Poland after the war continue to complain about lost
territories.
In 1992, Poland signed similar cooperative agreements with the Ukraine, Russia, and
Belarus. The card shows the colors of both countries’ flags intertwined in ribbons. The
treaty’s recent anniversary was celebrated at a meeting of German President FrankWalter Steinmeier and Polish President Andrzej Duda.
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Polish Spas
These two postal cards, each A-denominated (3.30 zł), recognize two of Poland’s spas
that are located in Inowrocław and Lądek-Zdrój. The imprinted stamp on the card for
the Inowrocław spa shows a flower carpet in Brine Park; and the left side of the card
shows the city’s coat of arms, and the Brine Well, Fragrance Gardens, Mother-in-Law
Monument, and Graduation Tower. The city of Inowrocław (German: Hohensalza) is
located in north-central Poland, within the Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship, about 25
miles southeast of Bydgoszcz. It is famous for its saltwater baths. The Hotel Bast and
spa buildings there date to the late 19th Century.
The town of Lądek-Zdrój (German: Bad Landeck) is located in Kłodzko County, in the
Lower Silesian Voivodeship, in southeastern Poland, near the Czech border, and about
55 miles south of Wrocław. It is one of the oldest spa towns in Poland, with numerous
sanatoriums, parks, and an arboretum – all developed around seven thermal springs in
the area; the Stary Jerzy Sanatorium dates back to 1498. The imprinted stamp on the
card shows the Wojciech Spa House (Institute of Natural Medicine), and Zdrojowy Park.
The left side of the card shows the town’s coat of arms and the ornate indoor swimming
pool at the Wojciech Spa.
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100th Anniversary of Establishing Diplomatic Relations with Latvia,
Estonia, and Bulgaria
These three A-denominated (3.30 zł) postal cards celebrate the approximate centennial
of Poland’s establishing diplomatic relations with Latvia, Estonia, and Bulgaria. The
imprinted stamps on the three cards show the flag of each nation intertwined with
Poland’s flag; and the left side of each card depicts the nation’s flag colors combined
with Poland’s flag colors in pieces from a jigsaw puzzle.
The first card recognizes Polish-Latvian diplomatic relations. The two nations’ complex
relations date back to the 16th Century when the Grand Master of the Livonian Order
and the Archbishop of Riga requested assistance from King Sigismund August of
Poland for help in thwarting a threatened Russian invasion. In 1629, following the
Polish-Swedish War, Latvia was divided – the northern Livonian area (now Vidzenie)
came under Swedish rule, and the southern Livonian area (Lataglia), with a sizeable
ethnic Polish population, came under Polish rule until the First Partition of Poland in
1772.
After World War I both nations became independent states; in the winter of 1920 Polish
military assistance helped to liberate Latvia from the Red Army. On January 27, 1921,

Poland formally recognized Latvia’s independence. The two countries co-existed
peacefully as neighbors in the inter-war years, but during and after World War II both
nations came under foreign influence until the fall of Soviet communism. The two newly
independent countries then re-established diplomatic relations on August 30, 1991. An
important factor in their harmonious relations is the fact that there are now over 57,000
ethnic Poles residing in southern Latvia.
The second card recognizes Polish-Estonian diplomatic relations. Historically, the
southern part of Estonia (then known as Livonia) was incorporated into the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania, and later the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The First Partition
of Poland resulted in Russian rule in this area and nearby Poland until the end of World
War I, when both nations gained their independence. Poland recognized Estonian
independence on December 31, 1920; and on May 4, 1921, Estonia’s representative
presented his credentials to the Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs in Warsaw. The two
countries maintained close diplomatic relations in the inter-war period, in part because a
Polish woman, Maria Kruszewska-Laidoner, was the wife of the Commander-in-Chief of
the Estonian Armed Forces, and became the First Lady of the First Republic of Estonia.
In 1939, both countries became victims of the Germans and Soviets, and then after the
World War II suffered under continuing Soviet dominance. However, with the fall of
communism, the two countries re-established ties again on August 26, 1991, and have
since maintained very close diplomatic, economic, and cultural ties.
The third card recognizes Polish-Bulgarian diplomatic relations. Official contact
between Poland and Bulgaria dates back to the Middle Ages, when in 1444, a coalition
of Central and Eastern European nations led by Poland’s King Władysław III fought in
the Battle of Varna against the Ottoman Empire in an attempt to thwart the Ottoman
invasion of Europe and liberate the already conquered nations of Southeastern Europe,
including Bulgaria. The battle ended in the defeat of the coalition and the death of the
Polish king.
In the 19th Century, both nations, located over 1,100 km apart, were ruled by foreign
powers. Bulgaria gained its independence in the years between 1879 and 1908, and
when Poland achieved its independence in 1918, the two countries were able to
establish diplomatic relations that were formalized in the 1920’s. However, the
relationship has been constrained by the events of history. In both world wars, Bulgaria
fought alongside the defeated powers. Since the fall of communism, the two countries
have achieved their independence once again, and now maintain diplomatic ties. Both
are members of the EU and NATO, and in many instances they share a common
distrust of Russia.
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