
December 2021 New Issues 
Polonus Bulletin 
 
 
100th Anniversary of the Medical Chambers 
 
This A-denominated (3.30-zł) postal card commemorates the centennial of Poland’s 
Chamber of Physicians or Supreme Medical Chamber (Naczelna Izba Lekarska) 
(Chamber).  Before 1918, in the Austrian and Prussian partition territories, physicians 
had already accomplished self-governance.  After the restoration of Poland’s 
independence, the Act of December 1921 established the Chamber; this law was 
amended in 1934 and in 1938 dentists were included.  Following World War II, the 
Chamber was briefly reactivated until 1952, when Polish corporations were prohibited 
by the communist government.  In May 1989, the Law on Chambers of Physicians and 
Dentists was enacted by the Sejm, and later updated in 2009.  This law re-established 
the autonomy of physicians and dentists in Poland by creating the present Chamber; 
the primary governing bodies are the General Medical Assembly at the national level 
and 23 regional medical assemblies at the local level.  During intervals between 
assembly meetings, the activities of the Chamber are managed by the Supreme 
Medical Council, consisting of 75 members, 51 who are elected by the General 
Assembly and 24 who are Presidents of the regional assemblies. 
 
The Chamber regulates all matters concerning medicine and dentistry in Poland.  It 
maintains a central register of physicians and dentists; it negotiates the conditions of 
employment and remuneration of all physicians and dentists; and it delivers opinions on 
the orientation of public health protection.  Chamber membership is obligatory for all 
registered and licensed Polish doctors and dentists. 
 
The imprinted postage on the card shows the logo of the Chamber and the left side of 
the card shows an historic photograph of a spirometry test, used to measure lung 
function and breathing patterns for identifying such conditions as asthma, pulmonary 
and cystic fibrosis, and COPD. 
 
Date of Issue   December 2, 2021 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jacek Konarzewski 
 



 
 
 

Treasures of the Earth 
 
These two stamps, each valued at 4 zł, are part of a joint stamp issue with Croatia 
(Wspólna emisja Polski i Chorwacji) (Croatian: Hrvatska) that recognize the historic 
importance of salt production in the two countries.  One of the stamps highlights the 
Polish salt mine in Bochnia (Kopalnia Soli Bochnia), one of the oldest salt mines in the 
world, established in 1248 as part of the Royal Kraków Salt Works, the first commercial 
company in Poland.  The mine measures 4.5 km long and 330-468 m deep in 16 levels; 
it ceased operation in 1990, and is now a tourist attraction designated as an official 
national historic monument (Pomnik historii).  Its largest underground feature is the 
Haźyn Chamber, now used as a sanatorium with bedding accommodations for up to 
300 people.  The town of Bochnia is located in southern Poland between Tarnów and 
Kraków. 
 
The other stamp highlights the Solana Ston, located in Nin, Croatia, the oldest sea salt 
operation in Europe that dates back to Roman times.  Nin is a small town on the Adriatic 
coast, located near Dubrovnik.  The salt processing occurs on 55 acres in the shallow 
lagoon of Nin Bay.  The pane of stamps includes two numeric bar codes and a QR code 
in the margin. 
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30th Anniversary of Radio Maryja 
 
This 4.10-zł stamp recognizes Radio Maryja (Mary), a controversial religious and 
politically conservative radio station with its headquarters in Toruń.  A brief summary on 
the radio station was presented in Polonus Bulletin No. 569, dated December 2017, for 
the stamp on 25 Years of Radio Maryja that was issued November 25, 2016.  Charges 
of antisemitism have brought considerable attention to the station in recent years. 
 
Radio Maryja is the second worldwide Catholic radio station, the first being Vatican 
Radio; in the USA, it is broadcast in Chicago.  This religious enterprise was founded in 
1991 by Tadeusz Rydzyk, a Catholic priest and member of the Redemptorist 
Congregation of missionary priests and brothers founded in 1732.  Other enterprises 
that are related to the radio station include the television station Trwam (I Go On, I 
Persist); the daily newspaper Nasz Dziennik (Our Journal, Our Daily); the Nasza 
Przyszłość (Our Future) Foundation; the Lux Veritatis (Light of Truth) Foundation; and 
the Wyżaza Szkoła Kultury Społecznej i Medialnej (College of Social and Media 
Culture) in Toruń.  The stamp shows Saint John Paul II and a statue of Our Lady of 



Fatima at the headquarters of the radio station.  QR and numeric bar codes are in the 
margin of the pane. 
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65 Years of Totalizator Sportowy 
 
This A-denominated (3.30-zł) postal card commemorates the founding of Totalizator 
Sportowy (TS), Poland’s state lottery company established by the government as a 
monopoly enterprise in December 1955.   It is responsible for all numbers games, cash 
lotteries, slot machines, and pari-mutuel betting; it is the owner of the LOTTO lottery 
and has managed the Służewiec Racetrack in Warsaw since 2008.  In December 2018, 
the TS launched an online platform for betting in the LOTTO, as well as an online 
casino. 
 
With its headquarters located in Warsaw, TS is operated under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Finance; a percentage of all its sales are transferred to various state 
enterprises.  It has over 16,000 points of sale across Poland, and employs over 2,700 
people.  In 2020, it generated over $4 billion in sales and this revenue reportedly 
increased dramatically in 2021.  In recent years, the TS tried to reshape its public 
image, emphasizing its association with Polish sports and culture.  The imprinted 
postage on the card portrays a jockey on horseback, and the remainder of the card 
shows a football (soccer) player, a runner, and a ballerina. 
 
Date of Issue   December 7, 2021 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jarosław Ochendzan 
 



 
 
 

Our Lady of Election 
 
This 4.10-zł stamp portrays the venerated image of Our Lady of Election (Matka Boża 
Elekcyjna), or otherwise known as Our Lady of Consolation or Election (Matka Boża 
Pocieszenia, zwana Elekcyjna), that is located in a chapel at the parish church of St. 
Stanislaus BM in the Wola district in western Warsaw.  The painting, dating to the early 
17th century, was restored and a copy made for the Polish Parliament in March 2000, 
but was later returned to the nearby parish church.  [Article by Renata Jurowicz, 
Elekacyjna Królowa nasza (Our Election Queen), Opiekun (The Guardian), 
Dwutygodnik Diecezji Kaliskiej (Biweekly Magazine of the Diocese of Kalisz), May 26, 
2015.] 
 
The original painting was reportedly venerated at the open-air elections of Polish kings 
in the Wola area west of Warsaw in the period between 1574 and 1764.  [Article by 
Andrzej Komajda, Matka Boża Pocieszenia, ‘specjalistka od wyborów’, zwana Elekcyjna 
(Mother of Consolation, specialist in voting, called Election), Z kóscioła parafialnego Sw. 
Stanisława BM na warszawskiej Woli (From the parish church of St. Stanislaus BM in 
Warsaw’s Wola district), July 1, 2013.]  The official first day cover for the stamp shows a 
painting by Bernardo Bellotto that depicts the royal election of Stanisław Poniatowski, 



the last king of the Commonwealth, elected in 1764; Poniatowski defeated four 
challengers to the throne. 
 
The brightly colored painting shows Mary holding Jesus; she is wearing a blue veil and 
red dress.  Baby Jesus, wearing a pink gown, holds a book (the Gospels?) and appears 
to be pointing toward Mary (perhaps advising Poles that she is with you).  In March 
1987, St. Pope John Paul II granted the icon a decree of canonical coronation, as 
evidenced in the crown shown on the stamp.  The painting has suffered through a 
turbulent history that included the Swedish Deluge and Russian occupation after the 
failed November Uprising.  For many years, it was preserved and protected by Count 
Adam Michał Biernacki and his family.  There are numerous other paintings in Poland 
that depict Our Lady of Consolation in different colors and formats.  The pane includes a 
QR and numeric bar code in the margin. 
 
Date of Issue   December 8, 2021 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 12 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Bożdar Grozdew 
 

 



 
 

Autumn Academic Strikes ‘81 
 
This A-denominated (3.30-zł) postal card calls attention to the resistance activities of 
Polish university students in 1981.  On October 18-19, 1980, a month after the historic 
Gdańsk Agreement established the independent Solidarity trade union for workers, 
students from around Poland met in Warsaw in a Congress of Delegates of the 
Founding Committee of Independent Student Organizations.  Representatives of 58 
groups from 17 academic centers participated in the event which resulted in the creation 
of the Independent Students’ Association; it aimed to supplant the existing Socialist 
Union of Polish Students controlled by the communist government. 
 
However, later efforts to legalize the Student Association met with delays by the 
government.  During a local sit-in at a university in Łódż, the national leadership of the 
Student Association called for support of those students in January 1981.  As a result, 
over 34,000 students from the University of Poznań and elsewhere around Poland 
joined a nationwide sit-in.  On February 17, 1981, Minister Janusz Gorski visited Łódż 
and agreed to the students’ demands, and legalized the Student Association.  The Łódż 
Agreement is often regarded as the student equivalent of the Gdańsk Agreement.    
Solidarity officials promoted the students’ cause in simultaneous behind-the-scenes 
negotiations with the government.  (Lech Wałesa endorsed a round table with three 
legs, the Solidarity workers, farmers, and students.) 
 
In May 1981, the Student Association organized marches to defend political prisoners 
interred in several cities, including Warsaw, Wrocław, and Kraków; about 20,000 
students participated.  In the fall of 1981, over 55,000 students from 81 Polish colleges 
declared a general strike to demand the dismissal of the rector of the Higher 
Engineering School in Radom.  And in late November, students at Warsaw’s School of 
Fire Service Officers went on strike.  However, in December 1981 martial was declared 
by the Polish government and the Student Association was banned.  Members of the 
Student Association were then included among over 10,000 interned individuals.  
[Dissertation by Tomasz Kosłowski, Dangerous Minds: Independent Students’ 
Association, Muzeum Historii Polski, 2019]  The imprinted postage on the card shows 
an archival graphic from the Radom student strike and the left side of the card shows 
protest banners at the University of Warsaw from 1981. 
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Nine from Wujek 
 
The nine tragic victims from the workers’ strike at the Wujek Coal Mine, martyred in 
December 1981, are once again memorialized on this A-denominated (3.30-zł) postal 
card.  The event was described for the stamp entitled Nine from Wujek Mine issued on 
December 16, 2017 (see Polonus Bulletin No. 577, January 2020).  The tragic event 
was also the subject of a stamp entitled Pacification of the Wujek Mine issued on March 
8, 2020 (see Polonus Bulletin No. 583, June 2021). 
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