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National Day of Remembrance of Cursed Soldiers 
 
On March 1st of every year since 2011, Poland has honored its cursed soldiers 
(żołnierzy wyklętych), the few resistance fighters who fought against communist rule 
after World War II.  In recent years, Poczta Polska has issued several different stamps 
honoring these soldiers on National Remembrance Day (Narodowy Dzień Pamięci).  
This 4.50-zł stamp recognizes the last of the cursed soldiers, Sgt. Józef Franciszak 
(1918-63), whose nom de guerre was Laluś, or Lalek, or Laleczka, similar to his family 
nickname Lalusia.  All of these names appear to allude to his doll-like facial 
appearance. 
 
Franciszak was a soldier in the Polish Army in World War II who was captured by the 
invading Soviets, but then escaped to join the underground Home Army.  He and other 
partisans carried out small attacks on the invading forces, engaged in other sabotage 
activities, and fought against collaborators.  After the war, he witnessed some of his 
colleagues being executed by the newly-established communist Polish government, and 
joined the militant anti-communist resistance in Poland.  He was captured in 1946, but 
managed to kill his guards and escape.  In 1947, he and others carried out subversive 
actions against enforcement agencies, the military, and informers who had joined with 
those he perceived to be enemies of Poland.  In 1948, he began operating alone in the 
Lublin area, and became one of the most wanted individuals in the People’s Republic of 
Poland.  Finally, in 1963 after being betrayed by a relative of his fiancée, and following 
intensive state surveillance efforts, he was found and confronted by 35 members of the 
ZOMO (paramilitary riot police).  In the ensuing firefight, he was killed and beheaded.  In 
today’s Poland, he is considered a hero of the anti-communist resistance.  Informative 
QR and numeric bar codes are found in the margin of the pane. 
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Louis Pasteur (1822-95) 
 
The famous French chemist and microbiologist Louis Pasteur is honored on this 0.30-zł 
stamp.  His early studies of wine and beer contamination led to the discovery that 
microorganisms are the cause of spoilage, and that by appropriate heating, a process 
now called pasteurization, most of the bacteria and molds within them would be killed; 
he later applied this process to milk.  These discoveries led to his belief that micro-
organisms are the likely cause of disease in animals and humans, and that by 



preventing the microorganisms from entering the body, disease could be prevented.  He 
successfully identified the cause of silk worm disease and devised methods to prevent 
it, thereby saving the French silk industry.  His germ theory of disease led another 
scientist, Joseph Lister, to develop important antiseptic techniques during surgery to 
prevent disease. 
 
Before Pasteur, the British physician and scientist Edward Jenner had helped eradicate 
smallpox by inoculating individuals with cowpox, a procedure he called vaccination.  In a 
similar manner, Pasteur conducted studies of chicken cholera, discovering that 
inoculation of weakened or attenuated disease bacteria could help in preventing 
cholera.  He later applied this principal to combatting anthrax in cattle and sheep.  And 
in studies of rabies in rabbits, he was able to develop vaccines for treating this disease, 
as well.  For all of his work, he is considered one of the founders of microbiology. 
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200th Anniversary of the Birth of Ignacy Łukasiewicz 
 
This 11.50-zł stamp celebrates the bicentennial birthday of Jan Bózy Józef Ignacy 
Łukasiewicz (1822-82), Polish pharmacist, engineer, businessman, inventor, and 
philanthropist.  Łukasiewicz was educated at the University of Vienna and the 
Jagiellonian University.  In his early years, he worked as a pharmacist’s assistant in 
Łańcut, Rzeszów, and Lwów (now Lviv, Ukraine).  Throughout his life, he was a Polish 
patriot, active in groups supporting sovereignty and independence for Poland during the 
partition years.  However, his main achievements were related to oil. 



 
Oil was long known to exist in the Carpathian-Galician region of Poland, but its value 
had historically been limited to use as an animal drug and a lubricant.  However, 
beginning in 1852, and with the financial assistance of pharmacist Piotr Mikolasch, 
Łukasiewicz and his lab assistant Jan Zeh began conducting chemical analyses of a 
quantity of crude oil that they had purchased.  Their intent was to remove impurities 
from the crude in order to create a constant burning flame.  In 1853, their experiments 
achieved success -- by fractional distillation they were able to produce kerosene.  The 
two men patented their discovery.  Łukasiewicz then followed up by inventing the 
kerosene lamp with the aid of a local tinsmith.  At the time, lamp illumination came from 
whale oil, a fuel in increasingly short supply.  As a result of his marketing efforts, in the 
years that followed, his kerosene lamps, including city street lamps, became 
increasingly popular across Europe. 
 
In order to obtain sufficient quantities of oil for his enterprise, Łukasiewicz opened the 
world’s first oil mine at Bóbrka (near Krosno) with the financing of Tytus Trzecieski.  
Initially, a deep trench was dug 15 meters deep at an existing seep site to collect rock or 
seep oil; later steam drilling was employed to a depth of 60 meters and then over 150 
meters.  He opened several other oil fields as joint ventures with local merchants and 
businessmen in the region; each of the wells had its own name – two of them, Franek 
and Janina are still operating.  In 1856, in Ulaszowice (now located within Jasło), he 
established an oil distillery, the world’s first oil refinery.  In 1865, he established another 
oil refinery in the village of Chorkówa, which he had purchased.  He promoted 
development of the oil industry in Dukla, Gorlice, and several other regional locations.  
He became a wealthy man and renowned philanthropist in Galicia.  The well at Bóbrka 
continues to operate, and has been designated a Historic Monument; a museum now 
exists there. 
 
Several years after the introduction of Łukasiewicz’s kerosene lamp, Thomas Edison’s 
electric light bulb became the preferred source of lighting.  Later studies have found that 
the kerosene lamp emits toxic fumes, resulting in various harmful health effects.  In 
1982, Poland issued a set of seven stamps honoring him and his discovery of the 
kerosene lamp.  This stamp shows a youthful image of him and the two tabs show part 
of an oil rig and a kerosene lamp.  The souvenir sheet also includes a QR code and a 
numeric bar code in the margin.  
 
Date of Issue   March 8, 2022 
Sheet Format   Single in SS with Two Tabs 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Poczta Polska S.A. 
 



 
 
 

Easter (Wielkanoc) 
 
This 4.50-zł (Priorytetowy S) stamp celebrates the Easter holiday in Poland, actually a 
series of events that extends over a nine-day period.  In accordance with the Western 
Roman Catholic Calendar, Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon of 
spring.  It commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ for Roman Catholics.  The 
holiday events begin a week before Easter, on Palm Sunday, a day that commemorates 
the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem.  On this day, churchgoers often bring in pussy 
willows instead of palms; and during the following week spring cleaning traditionally 
occurs in Polish homes. 
 
On Holy Wednesday, the bargain made by Judas in betraying Jesus is marked.  And on 
Maundry or Holy Thursday, the last supper of Jesus with his disciples is 
commemorated.  Good Friday is a day of solemnity, devoted to the crucifixion of Christ.  
The Saturday before Easter is filled with activities in preparation for the upcoming 
Easter celebration.  Hard-boiled eggs (pisanki) are painted in accordance with tradition; 
and Easter baskets (święconka) are filled with a sampling of foods, often including an 
Easter lamb made of sugar.  The baskets are taken to church to be blessed. 
 
Following Mass on Easter morning, Poles partake in an indulgent feast dominated by 
cold meat dishes, including ham (szynka), Polish sausage (kiełbasa), blood sausage 



(kaszanka), sometimes pickled herring (marynowane śledzie) and pâté (pasztet), with 
eggs (jajka), bread (chleb), and horseradish (chrzan); sour soup (źurek) and Borsch 
(barszcz) may also be served.  The feast is concluded with cakes, such as sweet yeast 
cake (babka), a cake with icing, fruits and nuts (mazurek), and cheesecake (sernik).  
The last festive day of the Easter holiday is known as Wet Monday (Śmigus-Dyngus) – 
now everyone may be doused with water; whereas in the past, men and boys doused 
women and girls, and spanked them with willow branches. 
 
The stamp shows a fragment from the 17th Century fresco of Guido Reni entitled The 
Glory of the Risen Jesus, found on the cupola ceiling at a side chapel of Ravenna 
Cathedral in Italy. 
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100th Anniversary of KKS Lech Poznań 
 
This 4.50-zł stamp recognizes the centennial of the founding of the Kolejowy Klub 
Sportowy Lech Poznań S.A., or KKS Lech Poznań, professional football (soccer) club.  
The club was founded on March 19, 1922, as KS Lutnia Dębiec, and has since changed 
names several times.  Presently, the team competes in the Ekstraklasa, Poland’s 
highest division.  Its major rivals include Legia Warsaw, Wisła Kraków, Lechia Gdańsk, 
and Słask Wrocław. 
 
The team’s present name honors Lech, one of three mythical Slavic brothers. Lech is 
said to be the founder of Poland.  He belonged to a tribe inhabiting the area of present-



day Gniezno many centuries ago.  Gniezno became the capital of the first Roman 
Catholic archdiocese in Poland, receiving town privileges in 1240. 
 
KKS Lech Poznań is very popular, including support from several of Poland’s most 
famous rap singers.  The stamp shows an enhanced colored photo of the 1922-3 team, 
and the tab in the pane shows the team’s blue and white logo; QR and numeric bar 
codes are found in the bottom margin of the pane.  The official first day cover displays a 
view of the inside of the team’s stadium.  The Polish Post has also recently honored 
several other Polish football teams, including Ruch Chorzów (issue of April 30, 2020), 
Jagiellonia Białystok (issue of May 30, 2020), Sandecja Nowy Sącz (issue of August 28, 
2020), and Polonia Warsaw (issue of November 19, 2021). 
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Poles Rescuing Jews 
 
In 1941 the German occupiers established a minor ghetto for Jews in the Polish village 
of Ciepielów in southeastern Poland, and sometime later, about 600 of the ghetto 
residents were sent to the Treblinka gas chambers.  However, a few Jews escaped, and 
took refuge in the nearby forests and in the homes of sympathetic Christian Poles. 
 
In the neighboring villages of Stary Ciepielów and Rekówka, three families helped 
provide the escapees with assistance: the families Kowalski, Obuchiewicz, and Kosior.  
Unfortunately, their activities were discovered by the Germans, and on December 6, 



1942, 31 family members were rounded up (together with three of the Jews in hiding), 
and all were shot and then burnt to death.  This 3.60-zł stamp shows a photo of one of 
the three families, Bronisława and Adam Kowalski with four of their six children. 
 
The remains of all 34 victims were later exhumed after the war and transferred to a 
mass grave in Stary Ciepielów.  A movie entitled The Story of the Kowalski Family 
documents the Kowalski murders.  This atrocity followed another even more infamous 
tragic event in the nearby village of Dąbrowa that occurred in 1939, where German 
Wermacht troops brutally murdered over 250 Polish prisoners of war. 
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We Are With You 

 
This 4.50-zł (Priorytetowy S) stamp calls attention to Poland’s solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people now suffering during the Russian invasion of that country.  The stamp 



shows the symbolic hands of Poland and Ukraine in a friendly handshake – colored in 
the two nations’ flags’ colors; together with the words We Are With You in both Polish 
and Ukrainian script. 
 
The Russo-Ukrainian War is an ongoing conflict between Russia (together with pro-
Russian Ukrainian separatist forces) and Ukraine.  In February 2014, the pro-Russian 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych was overthrown from power and Ukrainians 
began seeking closer ties with Western Europe.  This angered Russia’s Vladimir Putin, 
who responded by increasing support to pro-Russian separatists in the eastern 
Ukrainian Donbas region who had declared Donetsk and Luhansk as separate 
republics; and by sending Russian military forces into Ukraine to annex Crimea. 
 
Although the two nations signed the Minsk II agreements in 2015, the issues between 
them were not resolved and a state of static or frozen hostilities continued in the years 
that followed up to early 2022.  On February 14, 2022, Russia officially recognized the 
two self-proclaimed separatist states in the Donbas region.  Three days later the 
Russians launched a major military incursion into Ukraine.  Fierce fighting between the 
two sides continues. 
 
Poland has been supportive of Ukraine in its present struggle against Russia by 
providing material assistance and accepting millions of Ukrainian refugees.  The two 
countries have a long-shared history, with some parts of western Ukraine once having 
been part of the Polish state for centuries.  They continue to have important economic 
and social ties.  However, they disagree on the events of World War II and the post-war 
years, including the massacre of an estimated 60,000-100,000 Polish civilians in 
Volhynia and Eastern Galicia by the Ukrainian Insurgent Army in 1943-4; and the forced 
resettlement by Polish communist authorities of about 141,000 Ukrainians and others 
from the southeastern provinces of Poland to formerly German territories in the west in 
1947.  However, in recent years the two nations have made commitments to reach 
agreement on these long-standing historical issues. 
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History of Polish Sport Organizations 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card is one more in a series on this general subject, 
this time addressing the sport of golf in Poland.  [See also postal card issued on June 
27, 2020, on cycling in Poland, summarized in Polonus Bulletin No. 584 in September 
2021.]  The imprinted postage on the card shows an article from 1922 in the newspaper 
Sports Overview (Przegląd Sportowy) that announces the recruitment of members at 
the first Polish golf club.  Two golfers are also depicted on the card: (1) Count (Hrabia) 
Alfred Potocki, owner of two private golf clubs in Julin and Łańcut during the interwar 
years; and (2) the contemporary Polish golfer, Maria Żrodowska. 
 
The official first day ceremony for the card was held at the Sports and Tourism Museum 
in Warsaw, organized by the museum and the Polish Women’s Golf Association.  The 
event was held under the honorary patronage of the Polish Golf Union; and the guest of 
honor was the Vice-President of the Ukrainian Golf Federation. 
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