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Józef Mackiewicz
This 30-gr stamp honors the Polish journalist, novelist, and political commentator, Józef
Mackiewicz (1902-85). Born into a Polish noble family, he volunteered in the Polish
military beginning in 1919 as a cavalryman (uhlan). In 1923, he became a journalist for
the newspaper The Word (Słowno), and for the rest of his life, he wrote and
documented numerous world events, often in stark terms.
In 1942, he witnessed the Ponary massacre of 100,000 individuals, mostly Jews, near
Vilnius in 1941-4 by the Germans, and later described this event in a book entitled One
is Not Supposed to Speak Out (1969). He also documented the treacherous handover
by the British of thousands of anti-Soviet Cossacks to the Soviets in Austria in his book
Against (Kontra) (1969). In 1943, he was invited by the International Katyn Commission,
headed by the Germans, to assist in the excavations of the mass graves of Polish
military officers and intelligentsia killed by the Soviet NKVD at Katyn in 1940.
Subsequently, he wrote and spoke extensively on his observations there, and published
the first account of the atrocity in English entitled The Katyn Wood Murders (1951). In
1952, he was invited to testify before the U.S. Senate proceeding on the Katyn
Massacre.
After World War II, he left Poland to continue his documentary writing. He believed that
factual truth is more dramatic than literary fiction – the truth is usually more multifaceted
and richer and more colorful than its fabricated alterations. In his writings, he was
always a staunch anti-communist, as demonstrated in his 1955 book entitled Road to
Nowhere, a grim account of life under Soviet occupation.
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Sacred Art
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card, part of an ongoing series on Sacred Art
(Sztuka sakralna), recognizes the Norbertine Abbey Complex, a designated Historic
Monument of Poland, located in the village of Strzelno in the Kuyavian-Pomeranian
Voivodeship in northern Poland.
The Norbertine Abbey Complex consists of the Basilica of the Holy Trinity and the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Rotunda of St. Procopius, the Convent itself, and the adjacent
Provost Manor House. The Romanesque Baroque style Basilica, consecrated in 1216,
is renowned for its beautiful Romanesque columns, some richly carved with religious
symbols. The Rotunda, built in 1313, is the largest such structure in Poland, named
after St. Procopius of Sázava, a Czech canon and hermit who as given sainthood in
1204. The Norbertine nuns entered Poland in 1126 and their Convent was completed in
the 1180’s; the Order had the protection of the Holy See, and obtained privileges and
grants from local bishops, magnates, and dukes, as well as the support of King Casimir
IV Jagiellon. In 1834 the Norbertine Convent was dissolved under a rescript issued by
Prussian authorities following the First Partition of Poland.
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EUROPA Polish Legends and Fairy Tales: The Legend of Krak and
the Wawel Dragon
This 4.50-zł stamp follows this year’s EUROPA theme: Stories & Myths. The stamp
shows the shoemaker Skuba carrying a ram stuffed with sulfur to the Wawel Dragon.
According to legend, a long time ago a dragon made its home in a cave under the
Wawel Castle in Kraków, home of Poland’s King Krak. The dragon then demanded that
a cow be sacrificed each week to satisfy its hunger. So, the poor shoemaker Skuba
devised a secret plan to thwart the dragon: he made a ram stuffed with sulfur and gave
it to the dragon, who consumed it immediately. As a result, the dragon became very
thirsty and began drinking so much water from the Vistula River that he burst. The pane
of stamps includes QR and numeric bar codes in the margin.
EUROPA stamps are special stamps issued by European postal administrations or
enterprises that bear the official EUROPA logo and conform to a specific theme defined
each year by PostEurop. The stamps are intended to demonstrate cooperation among

the European posts, promote philately, and build awareness of the common roots,
culture, and history of Europe. The Polish Post has been issuing stamps each year that
follow the defined EUROPA theme.
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Dogs
These six different stamps, valued at 3.60-zł each, depict popular types of dogs (psy).
The first stamp shows the Bernese Mountain Dog, a large and powerful animal that is
one of four varieties of Swiss Mountain Dogs. According to the American Kennel Club

(AKC), it can stand over 27 in. tall at the shoulder and weigh over 100 lbs.; it thrives in
cold weather.
The second stamp depicts the Golden Retriever, a medium size dog with a Scottish
background. It can achieve a height of up to 24 in. and weigh up to 75 lbs. It is
described as friendly, intelligent, and devoted, and is among America’s most popular
breeds (AKC).
The third stamp shows the Scottish (Gordon) Setter, a large dog that stands up to 27 in.
high and weighs up to 80 lbs. It was originally bred to hunt gamebirds, and is described
as alert, fearless, loyal and affectionate. Bred to run, it requires over an hour of
exercise each day (AKC).
The fourth stamp depicts the French Bulldog, a breed of companion (or toy) dog that
resembles a bulldog in miniature, with bat-like ears. It is described as playful, alert, and
adaptable (AKC).
The fifth stamp shows the West Highland White Terrier, also known as the Westie. It
was bred in Scotland to hunt rats and other underground rodents. It has a distinctive
coarse, white coat, and a diminutive size, standing up to 11 in. at the shoulder and
weighs up to 22 lbs. It is described as smart and confident (AKC).
The last stamp shows a Miniature Long-Haired Dachshund. One of several breeds of
Dachshund, it is long-backed and short-legged, standing only up to 9 in. in height. It is
considered a good watch dog and brave hunter, alert and bold (AKC).
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Birds of Polish Parks
Four common birds found in Poland’s parks are highlighted in these four different
stamps, each valued at 3.60 zł. The first stamp shows the Blacksmith or Eurasian
Nuthatch (Sitta europaea), a small passerine bird with a very large range throughout the
Palearctic and Europe. Like other nuthatches, it is a short-tailed bird with blue-grey
upper parts and a black eye stripe. The European types have orange-buff underparts
and a white throat. These birds nest in tree holes.

The second stamp shows the Rich Woman or Great Tit (Parus major), a passerine bird
in the family Paridae. It is a widespread and common species across much of Eurasia.
It has a black head and neck, prominent white cheeks, and olive or yellow underparts.
It is also a tree cavity nester.
The third stamp depicts the Sparrow or House Sparrow (Passer domesticus), a species
found throughout the world: it is the most widely distributed wild bird. Strongly
associated with human habitation, it is colored in different shades of grey and brown.
The fourth stamp portrays the Blue Tit or Eurasian Blue Tit (Cyanistes caeruleus), a
small passerine bird in the family Paridae. It is a widespread and common species
found throughout Eurasia, nesting in tree holes. It has an azure-blue crown, with a dark
blue line crossing the eye and encircling the white cheeks to the chin, a yellow belly,
and bluish wings – a very distinctive appearance. The pane of stamps has QR and
numeric bar codes in the margin.
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Beauty of Poland
These six different stamps, each valued at 3.60 zł, highlight the beauty of Poland
(Piękno polski) with special reference to notable places in eastern Poland. The first
stamp salutes the Panorama of Drohiczyn, a historic town on the Bug River, in the
Podlaskie Voivodeship, located about 90 mi. east of Warsaw. In the distant past, the
town was one of the most important in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and later during
the reign of Sigismund I the Old, it experienced a golden age of culture and commerce.
However, later several tragic historic events led to its decline, and in World War II it was
almost entirely destroyed because of its location then on the border between the Soviet
Union and the Third Reich. After the war, the town was rebuilt, and now has an
important tourist industry.
The second stamp recognizes the bison in Białowieża National Park (Puszcza
Białowieska), located on the border with Belarus. The park is home to the world’s
largest population of European bison (żubr), the continent’s heaviest land animals. The
park features outstanding biological diversity, including old-growth forest, and is listed
by UNESCO as a world heritage site.

The third stamp highlights the Catholic Church of St. Trinity in Tykocin (Yiddish: Tiktin),
a small town in northeastern Poland, located on the River Narew. This baroque basilica
dates back to the 18th Century and houses historic pipe organs and numerous paintings
and polychromes.
The fourth stamp depicts the historic Islamic Sunni Muslim mosque located in the village
of Kruszyniany in the Podlaskie Voivodeship. The green wooden mosque is the oldest
Lipka Tatar mosque in Poland. King John III Sobieski assigned the village of
Kruszyniany to the Tatars who had served on the side of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth in the war against the Ottoman Empire. Poland has designated the
village as a Historic Monument.
The fifth stamp shows the Orthodox Monastery of the Annunciation of the Most Holy
Mother of God in Supraśl (also known as the Supraśl Lavra) in northeastern Poland. It
belongs to the autocephalous Polish Orthodox Church. The monastery was founded
around 1497 by Aleksander Chodkiewicz. It is actually part of complex of buildings that
also includes the Archimandrite’s Palace (1655), the Church of St. John the Theologian
(1888), and the Gate-Belltower (1752). The monastery is famous for its tradition of
singing monks.
The last stamp recognizes the magnificent Branicki Palace in Białystok developed in the
early 18th Century by Count Jan Klemens Branicki, a wealthy Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth Great Crown Hetman. The palace complex includes beautiful gardens,
sculptures, pavilions, colonnades, gazebos, and fountains. The palace was partially
destroyed by the Germans in World War II and restored after the war. [See also
description of stamp on Polish Cities – Białystok that appeared in Polonus Bulletin 580
in September 2020.] The pane of stamps includes QR and numeric bar codes in the
margin. The theme of this pane appears to correspond with the previously themed
Poland See More stamp issues.
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30th Anniversary of the Restoration of Polish-Georgian Diplomatic
Relations
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card commemorates the resumption of diplomatic
relations between Poland and Georgia on April 28, 1992. The documented historic ties
between the two countries date back to the 15th Century, when the Georgian King
Constantine II sent a diplomatic mission to the Polish King Alexander Jagiellonian.
Historically, both countries have experienced similar struggles against foreign

imperialism -- in the late 18th Century, Poland lost its independence during the
Partitions of Poland, while Georgia was annexed by Russia in the 19th Century.
At the end of World War I, both briefly achieved independence, only to be subsequently
lost. Historically, groups of people from both countries have been forcibly relocated to
the other by foreign powers for political reasons, and these expatriated individuals then
have contributed significantly to the culture of the other state. Following the restoration
of an independent Georgia in 1991, and the restoration of their diplomatic ties in 1992,
the two nations signed a friendship and cooperation treaty and cultural and scientific
cooperation agreement in 1993. During the Russo-Georgian War (Five-Day War) in
August 2008, Poland strongly supported Georgia, which lost about 20 percent of its
territory to Russia in the first European war of the 21st Century.
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Saint Gianna Beretta Molla
This 3.60-zł stamp honors St. Gianna Beretta Molla (1922-62), a devout Catholic
pediatrician from Italy. After three successful pregnancies followed by two
miscarriages, she became pregnant with her fourth child in 1962. Unfortunately,
doctors discovered that she had a tumor in her uterus. She allowed the surgeons to
remove the tumor, but declined a complete hysterectomy, which was recommended by
the doctors, but would have killed the fetus. Months later, her child was born via
caesarian section, but she experienced post-operative complications, and she died of
septic peritonitis.
In 1980, Pope Paul VI opened her canonization cause, thus giving her the title Servant
of God, and in 1991 she was elevated to Venerable, and then beatified in 1994. She
was canonized and became a saint in 2004.
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