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Patrons of Poland – Matka Boża Jasnogórska 
 
Another in a series on this general subject, this 8-zł stamp honors Poland’s most 
famous religious icon, Our Lady of Częstochowa or the Black Madonna, located at the 
Jasna Góra Monastery in southern Poland.  The icon has been honored on many 
stamps, most recently a stamp issued on August 26, 2017, for the 300th anniversary of 
the icon’s original coronation [see historical summary for that stamp in Polonus Bulletin 
572, dated September 2018].  The new stamp appears in both a pane that includes 
includes QR and numeric bar codes in the bottom margin and in a souvenir sheet (SS) 
that includes a silver tab. 
 
It is also noted that the designer of this stamp, Bożydar Grozdew, was honored by 
PostEurop in 2021 for another of his stamp designs that depicted a disappearing 
Eurasian lynx.  He was awarded the gold medal at the EUROPA 2021 competition on 
the theme of national endangered wildlife.  The head of the Polish Post commented on 
this achievement by noting that postage stamps are not only carriers… of such 
important messages…, but also small works of art….  [Denise McCarty, Linn’s Stamp 
News, October 21, 2021] 
 
Date of Issue   May 3, 2022 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 9 & Numbered SS withTab 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Bożydar Grozdew 
 

 
 
 



70 Years of the Polish Section of Radio-Free Europe 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card recognizes the anniversary of the founding of 
the staunchly anti-communist Polish Section of Radio-Free Europe that broadcast from 
Munich between 1952 and 1994.  The founder of the radio station, John Nowak-
Jeziorański (1914-2005) is shown in the imprinted postage with a microphone.  Born in 
Berlin as Zdzisław Antoni Nowak, he became most famous in World War II as a courier 
in the Home Army, with the nom de guerre Jan Nowak. The station was funded by the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency and the Crusade for Freedom (private sources). A 
collection of over 17,000 recordings of the radio station’s broadcasts have been 
preserved at a facility in Warsaw operated by the National Digital Archives and Polish 
Radio.  Nowak wrote a detailed account of his activities at the radio station in his book 
entitled War on the Airwaves in 1985. 
 
Date of Issue   May 3, 2022 
Designer    Jarosław Ochendzan 
Printing Method   Offset 
 

 
Polish Music Stars 
 
Another in a continuing series on this general subject, this 4.50-zł stamp recognizes 
Zbigniew Stanisław Wodecki, Polish pop singer, vocalist, musician, composer, and TV 



celebrity.  He was one of Poland’s most popular singers in the 1970’s and 1980’s, 
famous for his long hair.  He also played the violin, trumpet, and piano.  As a youth, he 
attended the Public Music School in Kraków and later played in the Kraków Chamber 
Orchestra.  He debuted as a singer in 1972 at the National Festival of Polish Song in 
Opole, where he won the Best Debut Award.  He later reportedly said I’m really a 
violinist at heart… it’s unfair that it’s a lot easier to make a living from singing. 
 
Some of his most famous songs include: Chałupy Welcome to, Z Tobą Chcę Oglądać 
Świat (I Want to See the World with You) (duet with Zdzisława Sośnicka), Zacznij od 
Bacha (Start with Bach), Lubię Wracać (I Want to Go Back Where I Was), Byłas Dla 
Mnie Dobra (You Were Good For Me), and Ufam Ci (I Trust You).  He also performed 
on the soundtracks of several Polish versions of movies, including Maya the Honey Bee 
and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.  And he appeared as one of the judges on the 
Polish TV version of Dancing with the Stars (Taniec z Gwiazdami) during its first 12 
seasons. 
 
The stamp shows him with his violin.  QR and numeric bar codes appear in the bottom 
margin of the pane and the names of many of his songs are shown in all four margins.  
A single star perforation appears on the sides of each stamp. 
 
Date of Issue   May 6, 2022 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 12 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Agnieszka Sancewicz 
 



 
 



 

80th Anniversary of the Activities of the POSK Polish Library in 
London 
 
This 4.50-zł stamp commemorates the founding of the Polish Library in London in 1942 
by the Polish Government-in-Exile.  It was established to serve the needs of the Polish 
community in greater London and the UK – as a library, archive, research institution, 
and cultural center.  After the war, it was transferred to Polish University College (1947-
53), later became part of the Polish Research Center, and finally in 1967 it was 
transferred to the Polish Social and Cultural Association (POSK), an umbrella 
organization that accommodates several different Polish organizations in a large 
building that includes a theater, jazz café, cinema, and restaurant, as well as the library.  
POSK was founded on the initiative of Prof. Roman Ludwik Wajda. 
 
The library is the second largest Polish library outside Poland, next to the Biblioteque 
Polonaise in Paris.  The library specializes in the collection of Polonica, especially 
Polish emigre publications of all kinds: books, periodicals, newspapers, archives, 
manuscripts, maps, music, and photographs.  The stamp shows a stack of books and 
the Big Ben Clock Tower in London.  QR and numeric bar codes are found in the left 
margin of the pane. 
 
Date of Issue   May 8, 2022 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 9 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jan Konarzewski 
 

 



 
 

National Museum in Warsaw 
 
These three postal cards, each denominated 3.60 zł, show the exterior of the National 
Museum and two of the more important works of art on display inside.  The museum 
was originally founded in 1862 as the Museum of Fine Arts, and in 1916 was reassigned 
its present name.  It was originally housed at the Main School in Warsaw; and affiliated 
with the School of Fine Arts.  The present museum building (shown on the first postal 
card) was constructed in 1927-38.  It is famous for its paintings and sculptures and 
decorative arts, including drawings, prints, photographs, and coins.  In all, there are 
about 830,000 works of Polish and foreign art from antiquity to the present at the 
museum. 
 
In World War II, many of the museum’s possessions were destroyed or looted, 
especially during the Warsaw Uprising, when it was garrisoned by German soldiers.  
Some of the lost works were recovered, but over 5,000 artifacts are still missing.  After 
World War II, many notable art pieces from all around Poland were transferred to the 
museum. 
 
The second postal card shows a partial Makurian wall painting of St. Anne from the 8th 
or 9th Century.  It was discovered by a Polish archeological team in the 1960’s at Faras 
Cathedral in old Nubia, an area now known as Northern Sudan and Egypt.  St. Anne 
(Święta Anna) was the mother of Mary, who later became the mother of Jesus.  The 
image of this painting has been used as a logo of the museum.  The third postal card 
shows Józef Mehoffer’s painting The May Sun from 1911; he was one of the leading 
artists of the Young Poland Movement. 
 
Date of Issue   May 20, 2020 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Paweł Myszka 
 



 



 



 
 
 

Mother’s  Day 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card was issued to recognize Mother’s Day.  In 
Poland, the holiday (Dzień Matki) has been celebrated every May 23 since the early 
20th Century.  On this day, Polish children customarily make special gifts to honor their 
mothers, most commonly handmade greeting cards (laurki) that usually show red hearts 
and flowers; and there may be a family dinner at which she is the one being served.  In 
addition, Polish schools often schedule special programs to honor mothers. [Lois 
Britton, polishhousewife.com] 
 
The history of the holiday dates back to the Middle Ages in Europe, when custom 
allowed individuals who had moved away from their childhood home to return to visit 
their home parish and their mother on Laetare Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Lent. This 
custom became Mothering Sunday in Great Britain, where it continues today. 
 
In the United States, Mother’s Day is often attributed to Anna Jarvis who organized the 
first Mother’s Day service of worship and celebration at a church in West Virginia in 
1907 to honor her late mother.  The holiday grew in popularity so fast that within five 
years almost every state was observing the special day.  In 1914, President Woodrow 



Wilson signed a measure that officially designated the second Sunday in May as 
Mother’s Day. 
 
Date of Issue   May 20, 2022 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jacek Konarzewski 
 

 
 
 

Poles in Siberia 
 
The Polish-born geologist and geographer, Aleksander Piotr Czekanowski (1833-76) 
(Russian: Aleksandr Lavrentyevich Chekanovsky) is recognized on this 3.60-zł stamp, 
part of a series on this general subject.  Shortly after his birth, his family moved to Kiev, 
where he was schooled and worked.  After his support of the January Uprising in 1863, 
he was exiled to Siberia, where he led expeditions that surveyed and mapped the 
geology of eastern Siberia and also systematically collected paleontological, zoological, 
and botanical specimens.  His work in the Irkutsk province from 1869 to 1872, focused 
on the area from the Baikal Mountains to the Yenisey River and Sayan Mountains.  In 
his work, he defined the Primorsk Range that extends along the western shore of Lake 
Baikal as an independent morphological unit.  This work brought him great acclaim as 



one of the most outstanding geologists in Russia.   His monograph, published in 1872, 
was awarded a gold medal from the Russian Geographical Society. 
 
From 1872 to 1875, he collaborated with others in exploring and studying the uncharted 
area between the Yenisey and Lena Rivers in central Siberia.  For this work, he was 
awarded a medal from the International Geographical Congress in Paris in 1875.  
Numerous contemporary and extinct plant and animal species have since been named 
in his honor, as well as several major Siberian geographic features.  His definitive 
magnum opus was published in St. Petersburg in1896, many years after his death. 
 
Date of Issue   May 23, 2022 
Sheet Format   Single in Sheet of 50 
Printing Method   Photogravure 
Designer    Jarosław Ochendzan 
 



 
 
 

100th Anniversary of the Academy of Special Education Maria 
Grzegorzewska in Warsaw 



 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card honors the centennial of the Academy of 
Special Education Maria Grzegorzewska in Warsaw (Akademia Pedagogiki Specjalnej 
Maria Grzegorzewskiej w Warszawie or APS). 
 
Maria Grzegorzewska (1877-1967) pioneered the special education movement in 
Poland.  She studied at the Jagiellonian University and the International Paedological 
Faculty in Brussels, and then moved to Paris to teach at the Collège de France and 
earned her PhD degree from the Sorbonne in 1916.  After returning to the newly 
independent Poland in 1919, she began working at the Ministry of Religious Affairs and 
Public Education where she helped establish facilities for the care of disabled children, 
schools for special education, and training programs for teachers. 
 
In 1922 she was instrumental in establishing the APS, becoming its first director, and 
proceeded to design its curriculum.  Her educational method emphasized a holistic 
approach, including addressing individual care needs, overcoming barriers to every day 
functioning, and educating disabled individuals, as well as, promoting their integration 
into society. 
 
In 1939 the APS was closed, but was then reactivated after World War II.  However, in 
1950, during the implementation of Stalinist doctrine in Poland, the APS was renamed 
as a state college by the communist government, and Grzegorzewska’s progressive 
ideas were minimized until the1956 thaw, when the school reverted back to its original 
name and her curriculum was reinstated.  She remained as director of the APS until her 
death.  The academy now accommodates about 6,000 students.  The imprinted postage 
on the card shows her and a tab of the APS building; and the left side of the card shows 
the logo of the centennial of the school, together with pages from some of her 
publications, including her magnum opus Letters to a Young Teacher, published 
between 1947 and 1961. 
 
Date of Issue   May 25, 2022 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jan Konarzewski 
 



 
 
 

Maria Wittek – the First Female General in the Polish Army 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card honors Maria Wittek (noms de guerre Mira 
and Pani Maria) (1899-1997), who served in the Polish Army and numerous associated 
organizations, including the Polish Scouts and various clandestine Polish military 
groups.  In 1920, as a member of the Women’s Volunteers, she fought in the battle for 
Lwów (now Lviv) and was awarded the medal Virtuti Militari.  From 1928 to 1934, she 
was commander of the PWK, an organization training women for military service.  
During the invasion of Poland in 1939, she was commanding officer of the Women’s 
Military Assistance Battalions.  She was later head of Women’s Army Services in the 
Home Army, fought in the Warsaw Uprising, and was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. 
 
In 1970 she established the Commission on the History of Women in the Struggle for 
Independence.  Following the collapse of communist rule in Poland, President Lech 
Wałęsa appointed her Brigadier General in 1991, after she had retired, thus making her 
the first Polish woman to attain the rank of general.  The imprinted postage on the card 
shows the Virtuti Militari medal awarded to her.  The left side of the card shows a photo 
of her, together with references to the Archives of New Records that contains the 
historic collections from her Commission on the History of Women in the Struggle for 
Independence. 



 
Date of Issue   May 30, 2022 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Poczta Polska SA 
 

 
 
 

50 Years of the Comic Book Kajko i Kokosz  

 
This 8-zł stamp references the popular Polish comic book series entitled Kajko I 
Kokosz, created by Janusz Christa, and published primarily from 1972 to 1992.  
Christa’s comic book stories contain many light satirical elements, with puns that relate 
to life in communist Poland, including frequent references to labor unions, bureaucracy, 
and shortages of materials. 
 
The two main characters are Slavic warriors who, although opposite in many ways, are 
the best of friends.  They live in the village of Mirmiłowo, which is governed by the ruler 
Mirmił; and they have adopted a small dragon named Miluś.  The first character,Kajko, 
is a short, kind, clever, resourceful warrior with a penchant for justice.  While the second 
character, his friend Kokosz, is much the opposite – tall, impulsive, egotistical, and 
volatile: sometimes brave and other times cowardly -- he is as strong as his shadow is 
long, depending on the time of day.  Mirmił is short, with a large red moustache, good 



hearted, but sometimes pompous – he often considers committing suicide when a 
problem appears to have no solution.  Miluś, the dragon, is afraid of small animals and 
only eats vegetables. 
 
The series of comic books has been very popular in Poland and reprinted several times.  
Magazine articles and books of short stories have been published on the characters in 
the comic series.  Several computer games have been based on the series, and 
recently an animated Polish Netflix television series on Kajko and Kokosz was 
introduced. 
 
Date of Issue   May 31, 2022 
Sheet Format   Single in Numbered SS, Perforated and Imperf 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designers    Joanna Fleszar-Haspert & Radosław Gieremek 
 

 


