
June 2022 New Issues 
 
Jubilees of the Pontifical Missionary Works 
 
The Pontifical Mission Societies is an umbrella entity consisting of organizations that 
operate under the direction of the pope, each aimed at helping spread Catholic 
teachings overseas in countries where Catholicism is just beginning to take hold.  These 
three 4.50-zł stamps celebrate three of the four official pontifical societies by showing 
their founders: (1) the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, founded in 1822 by 
Blessed Pauline Marie Jarcot (1799-1862) to support foreign Church missions; (2) the 
Society of St. Peter the Apostle, founded in 1889 by Jeanne Bigard (1859-1934) to 
promote the training of overseas missionary clergy in their own countries; and (3) the 
Society of the Holy Childhood, established in 1843 by Bishop Charles de Forbin-Janson 
(1785-1844) to serve the children of the Americas and China. 
 
The fourth official pontifical society, the Missionary Union of Priests, founded by Blessed 
Paul Manna (1872-1952), is not included in this set of stamps.  In 1916, he established 
this society to help educate priests and others for missionary work.  Since 1992, the four 
organizations of the Pontifical Mission Societies have served as the Catholic Church’s 
official support mechanism for overseas missions.  There are now 120 mission offices 
around the world, supporting over 1,200 mission dioceses.  The pane of stamps 
displays QR and numeric bar codes in the margin. 
 
Date of Issue   June 3, 2022 
Sheet Format   Pane of 3 Different Stamps 
Printing Method   Photogravure 
Designer    Agnieszka Sancewicz 
 



 
 
 

Jan Olszewski 
 
Jan Ferdynand Olszewski (1930-2019) is pictured on this 4.50-zł stamp.  In his youth, 
he was active in the Grey Ranks, an underground part of the Polish Scouting 
Association, during World War II.  After the war, he earned a law degree from the 
University of Warsaw, and years later entered politics. 
 
He served as Prime Minister of Poland for five months in 1991-2 during the time that 
Lech Wałęsa was President.  Olszewski was a right-wing anti-communist and aimed to 
remove communist influence in government, especially in the economic sector, resulting 
in open conflict with liberal groups in the Parliament.  With the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union in December 1991, he promoted efforts to integrate Poland into NATO and the 
European Union.  This was counter to Wałęsa’s vision of new economic and military 
alliances with the ex-Warsaw Pact states, not placing Poland in an opposing position to 
Russia.  Olszewski’s effort to de-communize the Polish Armed Forces eventually 
challenged Wałęsa’s role as Commander in Chief.  Wałęsa supported a vote of no 
confidence in the Sejm, which passed, thereby forcing Olszewski’s dismissal.  His 
controversial premiership was the second shortest in the history of the Third Republic.  
Following his dismissal, he continued his career as a conservative political figure.  
Jarosław Kaczyński, present leader of the right wing Law and Justice Party, has praised 
Olszewski for his anti-communist stance and conservative policies. 
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30th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Elbląg Diocese 
 
This stamp, valued at 3.60-zł (Economy S), recalls the establishment of the Catholic 
Diocese of Elbląg in March 1992 in north-central Poland.  It was established as a 
suffragan diocese in the ecclesiastical province of the metropolitan Archdiocese of 
Warmia; having been created from the Dioceses of Chelmno, Gdańsk, and Warmia.  
The Elbląg Diocese serves over 440,000 people in 158 parishes, with over 300 priests.  
Pope John Paul II visited the diocese in 1999. 
 
The stamp shows the coat of arms of the diocese and depicts the Cathedral of St. 
Nicholas (Katedra św. Mikołaja) in the city of Elbląg (German: Elbing).  It’s a 13th 
Century Gothic church constructed of brick in 1240.  It has a tragic history that includes 
damage by a fire in 1777, and massive damage during World War II.  However, it was 
reconstructed in 1992.  Its impressive tall tower is about 97 meters high. 



 
Date of Issue   June 6, 2022 
Sheet Format   Single in Sheet of 100 
Printing Method   Photogravure 
Designer    Jarosław Ochendzan 
 

 
 
 

100th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Silesian Voivodeship 
Police 
 
The Police of the Silesian Voivodeship (Policja Województwa Śląskiego) began 
operations in June 1922, following the three Polish Silesian Uprisings, and after Poland 
acquired part of Silesia under the terms of the German-Polish Accord on East Silesia (or 
Geneva Accord) established through the efforts of the League of Nations in May 1922.  
This 3.60-zł (Economy S) stamp commemorates this centennial event.  [Note: The 
Silesian Uprisings have been the subject of several recent stamps issued on August 16, 
2019, August 20, 2020, and May 2, 2021.] 
 
Under the previous German administration of Silesia, the police handling of resident 
ethnic Poles became a major source of contention.  After gaining Upper Silesia, the 



Polish Government determined to give the province considerable operational autonomy.  
The new Polish Silesian police force main police headquarters was located in Katowice.  
In the investigation of crimes, the police worked closely with the judiciary, which had the 
right to issue orders to the police when necessary.  The Polish police force in the 
Silesian Voivodeship operated from 1922 to 1939.  The stamp shows a commemorative 
badge of the police force and the historic coat of arms of the voivodeship. 
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Corpus Christi in Spycimierz 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card recognizes the famous annual tradition of 
making flower carpets for the Feast of Corpus Christi in Spycimierz, a village located in 
Łódź Voivodeship in central Poland, about 52 km west of the city of Łódź.  The local 
parish tradition is believed to date back to Napoleonic times, when a two-km-long 
procession route from the church was decorated. 



 
In recent years, the custom has emphasized beautiful floral carpets created by the local 
citizenry.  Days before the holiday, flowers are gathered from nearby fields and home 
gardens, then sorted, and stored in a cool place until the holiday.  The floral 
arrangements are arranged in carpets that display numerous motifs, including religious 
symbols, rosettes, and other designs.  The Feast of Corpus Christi (Body of Christ), 
officially known as the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, is 
celebrated around the world, usually occurring on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday, 60 
days after Easter. 
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Polish Cities - Lubliniec 
 
This 3.60-zł (Economy S) stamp, one more in a continuing series on Polish Cities, 
celebrates Lubliniec (German: Lublinitz), a town in southern Poland in the Silesian 
Voivodeship, located about 40 km southwest of Częstochowa.  It was established in 
1272 by the Piast Prince Władysław of Opole, and by the end of the 13th Century had 



achieved the status of town according to Magdeburg Law. It was then known as Lubin.  
Through the years, it has had a turbulent history. 
 
In 1655, the Black Madonna of Częstochowa was briefly hidden in a castle in Lubliniec 
during the Swedish invasion of Poland.  The town became part of Prussia in 1742, and 
then incorporated into Poland after World War I.  During World War II, the German 
Einsatzgruppe II entered the town in 1939 and proceeded to commit mass atrocities, 
including the murder of hundreds of children at a psychiatric hospital. 
 
The stamp shows the Church of St. Nicholas (Kościół św Mikołaja w Lublińcu), 
constructed in 1277, and also a fountain sculpture of a young girl, dedicated to St. Edith 
Stein, patron saint of the town. 
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100th Anniversary of the Return of Upper Silesia to Poland 
 



This stamp, valued at 3.60-zł, commemorates the centennial of the return of Upper 
Silesia to Poland, in accordance with the German-Polish Accord on East Silesia (or 
Geneva Accord) negotiated by the League of Nations in May 1922.  [See the earlier 
description of the stamp issued for the 100th Anniversary of the Establishment of the 
Silesian Voivodeship Police Force on June 9, 2022.] 
 
The stamp shows a photograph of General Stanisław Szeptycki (1867-1950) 
triumphantly entering the Market Square in Katowice on June 22, 1922.  He later had a 
dispute with Commander-in-Chief Józef Piłsudski, and resigned his command.  QR and 
numeric bar codes are displayed in the margin of the pane. 
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Polish Spas 
 
These two A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal cards show features found at two Polish spa 
towns.  [Previously, four other Polish spa towns have been recognized on postal cards 
issued on June 29, 2020, and June 21, 2021.]  The first card depicts Zdrojowy Park in 
the town of Połczyn-Zdrój (German: Bad Polzin), one of the oldest spas in Poland.  This 
spa town is located in the West Pomeranian Voivodeship in northwestern Poland, about 
108 km east of Szczecin.  The 80-hectare park in the town is divided into French and 
English sections; the French part has the Joasin Pump Room; the Wogra River winds 
through the English section.  There are scenic lawns and gardens, promenades, 
fountains (including the Grajek Fountain shown on the card), and many other features to 
accommodate casual tourists and those seeking the therapeutic effects of the mineral 
water. 
 
The second card depicts the Mineral Water Pump Room in the spa town of Szczawno-
Zdrój (German: Bad Salzbrunn), located in the Lower Silesian Voivodeship in 
southwestern Poland, about 66 km southwest of Wrocław.  This area was first 
mentioned in 1221 in the Book of Henryków, when the town was then called Solikowo.  
There are many facilities serving casual tourists, as well as patients seeking health 
treatments.  The Mineral Water Pump Room was built in 1894 and rebuilt in 1992 after a 
fire.  Dom Zdrojowy No. 1 is the largest spa house, resembling a castle. 
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Religious Art 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card is one more in a continuing series on this 
theme.  The imprinted postage on the card depicts Jan Długosz (Latin: Johannes 
Longinus) (1415-80), Polish priest, diplomat, and chronicler/historiographer who was 
secretary to Bishop Zbigniew Oleśnicki of Kraków.  He served as a diplomat to the 
Church in Rome, and assisted King Casimir IV Jagiellon in negotiations with the 
Teutonic Knights.  He is also regarded as Poland’s first historian for writing the Annals 
or Chronicles of the Famous Kingdom of Poland, a 12-volume work that outlines the 
history of Poland and Europe from 965 to 1480.  The image of him shown derives from 
a drawing by the artist Jan Matejko. 
 
The background of the imprinted postage displays part of a painting by contemporary 
artist Joanna Magoch showing the 15th Century construction of the church and 
monastery atop Skałka in Kraków for the Pauline Fathers.  The center of the card shows 
the Pauline monastery and church, now known as St. Michael the Archangel and St. 
Stanislaus the Bishop and Martyr Basilica.  The church was originally constructed in 
1472 atop a small rocky outcrop and has been modified several times, most recently in 
1751.  Jan Długosz is buried in the crypts under the church. 
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125th Anniversary of the Birth of Henryk Dobrzański – Hubal 
 
This 3.60-zł stamp honors Major Henryk Dobrzański, also known by his family nickname 
as Hubal.  See the summary of his life in Polonus Bulletin 584 in September 2021, for 
the postal card entitled Major Hubal’s Memorial Day, issued on April 30, 2020. 
 
The stamps in the pane are printed in a tête-bêche format and there are QR and 
numeric bar codes in the bottom margin. 
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1,050th Anniversary of the Battle of Cedynia 
 
Miezko I (c. 930-992), founder of the first Polish state, the Duchy of Poland, spent most 
of his reign (960-992) in warfare for the control of Western Pomerania.  This 3.60-zł 
stamp commemorates his decisive victory, with his younger brother Czcibor, over the 
forces of Odo I, Margrave of the Saxon Ostmark, on June 24, 972, at the Battle of 
Cedynia (German: Zehden) near the Oder River.  Records of the battle are sparse, but 
an estimated 4,000 troops on each side were engaged in this confrontation, the first 
medieval battle between Poles and Germans. 
 
In 1945, Poland used the historic battle to justify its western border on the Oder-Neisse 
line.  In 1972, Poland commemorated the millennial anniversary of the battle with great 
fanfare.  A 15-meter high concrete monument was erected on a hill in the town Cedynia.  
Named Victory at Cedynia, the memorial shows a Polish eagle on a sword.  The stamp 
shows a fragment from a mosaic at the memorial that depicts the battle.  QR and 
numeric bar codes are found in the margin of the pane. 
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200 Years of Adam Mickiewicz’s Ballads and Romance 
 
A major work by Poland’s outstanding romantic-era poet, Adam Mickiewicz (1798-
1855), is commemorated on this A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card.  His collection of 
stories, entitled Ballady i Romanse (Ballads and Romance) was published in 1882 as 
the first of two volumes that were later combined into one work entitled Poezje (Poetry).  
This first volume consists of 14 ballads, wherein supernatural forces in nature 
intermingle in people’s everyday lives, making commonplace experiences mysterious.  
This view of reality contrasted sharply with the rational perspective of the Age of 
Enlightenment.  He endeavored to explain the underlying reasons for the often tragic 
events that take place.  An example of this viewpoint is found in his fourth ballad 
Świtezianka, wherein he describes the Nightingale charms in the man’s voice, And foxy 
intentions in his heart.  Mickiewicz is regarded as one of Poland’s Three Bards, the 
others being Zygmunt Krasinski and Juliusz Słowacki. 
 
Date of Issue   June 25, 2022 
Printing Method   Offset 
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100th Anniversary of the Polish Botanical Society 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card honors the centennial founding of the Polish 
Botanical Society (Polskie Towarzystwo Botaniczne) (or PTB), whose mission is to 
promote the study of plants, including fungi, mosses, ferns, lichens, seaweeds, and 
other algae.  It has a membership of about a thousand full, honorary, and supporting 
members in 15 geographic subdivisions in Poland.  The PTB maintains a library in 
Warsaw, and publishes five scientific periodicals.  It convenes a national meeting or 
congress, every three years. 
 
The imprinted postage on the card shows a photo of a grouping of Woycicki’s gossip 
(Pleszczotka Wóycickiego), a subspecies of Buckler Mustard (Biscutella laevigata).  The 
left side of the card shows a sketch of the fruits and yellow flowers of the plant.  Buckler 
Mustard is a species of perennial herb in the family Cruciferae. 
 
Date of Issue   June 28, 2022 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Paweł Myszka 
 

 
 
 



Poland See More 
 
These two stamps, each valued at 3.60 zł, continue a series promoting tourism in 
Poland.  The first stamp celebrates the historic city of Zamość, located in the Lublin 
Voivodeship in southeastern Poland.  It was founded in 1580 by the Chancellor and 
Hetman (head of the army) of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, Jan Zamoyski, 
based on its central location on the trade route liking western and northern Europe with 
the Black Sea.  The city was modelled on Italian trading cities by the Paduan architect 
Bernardo Morando. 
 
The city has faced numerous historic military incursions.  In the First Partition of Poland 
in 1772, it was annexed by the Hapsburg monarchy in 1804, becoming part of the 
Kingdom of Galicia and Lodomeria, within the Austrian Empire.  In 1809, it was 
incorporated into the Napoleonic Duchy of Warsaw.  Then, in 1815 it became part of the 
Kingdom of Poland (or Congress Poland) under the rule of the Russian Empire.  In 
1866, the original fortress walls were demolished, allowing for the outward expansion of 
the city.  Despite the ravages of two world wars, the city retains its original street layout 
and many of its original public and private buildings remain.  In 1992, the historic 
downtown section of the city was added to the World Heritage List for being a unique 
example of a Renaissance town in central Europe.  The stamp depicts the Town Hall 
(Ratusz) and Great Market Square (Rynek Wielki). 
 
The second stamp references the Czocha Castle, located in the village of Czocha 
(German: Tzschocha) in the Lower Silesian Voivodeship in southwestern Poland.  
Originally, a border fortress was constructed on the hard gneiss rock at the site by 
Wenceslaus I of Bohemia in 1247.  The site later changed ownership and was modified 
several times.  The castle dates back to 1329.  More recently, it was taken over by the 
Polish Army in 1952 and used as a military vacation resort.  Since 1966, it has been 
open to the public as a hotel and conference center. 
 
A large and colorful QR code is displayed on each of these stamps, and the margin of 
the pane includes two numeric bar codes and another QR code. 
 
Date of Issue   June 28, 2022 
Sheet Format   2 Different Stamps in Pane of 8 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Roch Stefaniak 
 



 



 
 
 

30th Anniversary of Polish-Slovenian Diplomatic Relations 
 
This A-denominated (3.60-zł) postal card recognizes Poland’s friendly diplomatic 
relations with Slovenia, formally established on April 10, 1992.  Slovenia, a nation of two 
million people, achieved its independence from Yugoslavia in 1990.  It consists mostly 
of mountains and forests, and is bordered by Italy, Austria, Hungary, Croatia, and the 
Adriatic Sea. 
 
The two nations are members of the EU and NATO. Trade between them amounted to 
almost two billion euros in 2020.  In May 2022, Slovenia’s President Borut Pahor paid 
an official visit to Poland, and was received by Polish President Andrzej Duda.  In 
August 2022, the Slovenian Ambassador met with the Polish Deputy Foreign Minister to 
discuss the two nations’ cooperation in the context of Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine.  The two nations are committed to the Three Seas Initiative (or Baltic, Adriatic, 
Black Sea Initiative), a forum of 12 states in the EU that supports improving regional 
transport, energy, and digital infrastructure.  The group was formed in 2015, and 
influenced by the Polish interwar Intermarium concept.  [See Polonus Bulletin 586, May 
2022, for a summary of the stamp issued March 18, 2021, for the 100th Anniversary of 
the Treaty of Riga.]  The imprinted postage on the card depicts historical buildings in the 



Slovenian capital, Ljubljana.  The left side of the card shows a view of Warsaw and the 
flags of both nations interconnected as puzzle pieces. 
 
Date of Issue   June 29, 2022 
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75th Anniversary of the Issue of the Emigré Monthly Magazine Kultura 
 
The monthly Polish émigré magazine Kultura is recognized on this 3.60-zł stamp.  The 
magazine’s contributors , most writing anonymously, were among the most prominent 
Polish émigré writers, scholars, and journalists, as well as representatives of the 
intellectual elite from many other European communist countries.  Its editor in chief, 
Jerzy Giedroyc, started the publication in Rome in 1947, but quickly moved its base of 
operations to Maissons-Laffitte, near Paris.  He was a former official from the 
Information Ministry of the exiled Polish government in London. 
 
The magazine’s content included poems, essays, short fiction, and letters to the editor 
in response to articles.  It had an important influence on the rise and development of the 
opposition in Poland in the 1970’s.  Over 600 issues of the magazine were published 



and distributed in over 50 countries between 1947 and 2000.  It was officially banned in 
Poland between 1947 and 1989.  The stamp endeavors to show metaphorically, using 
black lines, all 600 issues of the magazine, and the official first day cover expands on 
this concept. 
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Miron Białoszewski  
 
This 3.60-zł stamp honors Miron Białoszewski (1922-83), Polish poet, novelist, and 
playwright.  During World War II, he studied in the clandestine program of the University 
of Warsaw, suffered through the Warsaw Uprising, and was later sent to German labor 
camps.  After the war, he returned to Warsaw, working for several magazines.  In 1955, 
he created the experimental theater Teatr na Tarczyńska, where he premiered a couple 
of his plays and also acted in them.  He then began writing poetry for Życie Literackie.  



His first book of poems entitled Obroty Rzeczy (The Revolution of Things) was 
published in 1956, and received great acclaim.  Several other volumes of poetry 
followed in the years 1959-65.  In 1970, he debuted as a prose writer with his highly 
acclaimed memoir Pamiętnik z powstania warszawskiego (Memoir of the Polish 
Uprising), wherein he gave a philosophical account of his wartime experiences.  He 
published several other prose works in 1973-7, before a fatal heart attack at age 61. 
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Lost Architectural Treasures 
 
The two stamps, valued at 3.60 zł each, call attention to the historic Castle in Pińczów 
and the former Saxon Palace (Palac Saski) in Warsaw.  Pińczów is a town in southern 
Poland in Swietokrzyskie Voivodeship, located about 40 km south of Kielce.  The first 
castle erected there dated to the beginning of the 14th Century; it was located on a hill 
on the north bank of the Nida River at the site of a former medieval stronghold; its major 
feature was a massive cylindrical tower.  In about 1424, the town and castle were 
bought by the Bishop of Kraków, Zbigniew Oleśnicki; the old castle was demolished and 
a new castle was erected.  The main building was a massive three-story rectangular 
keep with two four-story corner towers.  In 1586, the town and castle were purchased by 
the Bishop of Kraków, Piotr Myszkowski, who rebuilt the castle again.  In 1727, the 
castle passed into the hands of the Wielopolski family, and was then annexed by the 
Hapsburg Empire in 1795, fell into disrepair, and was demolished in 1799.  All that 
remains today are some scattered ruins. 
 
The Saxon Palace was one of the most distinguished buildings in pre-World War II 
Warsaw.  In 1666, Jan Andrzej Morsztyn constructed a baroque palace at the site, 
which was then purchased by the first of Poland’s two Saxon kings, August II, who 
began enlarging the building.  By 1748, his son, King August III, completed the new 
building, and it was remodeled in 1842.  After World War I, it became the seat of the 
Polish Armed Forces Cipher Office, and in 1925 the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was 
established at the site.  In 1932, the German Enigma machine cipher was broken by 
Polish mathematicians and cryptologists at the military office there.  After the 
suppression of the 1944 Warsaw Uprising, the Saxon Palace was blown up by the 
Germans, although the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier escaped destruction.  There are 
now plans to reconstruct the Palace; the cellars at the site were excavated in 2006, 
uncovering some 20,000 artifacts.  QR and numeric bar codes are found in the bottom 
margin of the pane. 
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