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The World Games Wrocław 2017
This 5 zł stamp recognizes The
World Games Wrocław, officially
called the X World Games. This
major international multi-sport
event is meant for sports activities
ot contested in the Olympic Games.
Last year’s competitions occurred
at venues in and near Wrocław on
July 20-30. Poland hosted the games
for the first time in its history.
More than 3,200 athletes from
102 nations participated in 200-plus competitive events. Football, lacrosse and muay thai debuted at these games.
Thomas Bach, president of the International Olympic Committee, opened the games. The Polish National Mint produced
the gold, silver and bronze medals awarded to athletes. Russia,
Germany, Italy and France earned most of the medals.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

June 9, 2017
Single in pane of four
Offset
Karoł Tabaka

The Year of Adam Chmielowski
This 2.60 zł stamp was issued
by the Polish Post to honor St.
Adam Chmielowski (18451916). The stamp has two
sets of perforations, and is,
therefore, both rectangular
and/or heart-shaped.
Adam Hilary Bernard
Chmielowski was a noted artist
and religious leader. Born to
a wealthy family in the village of Igolomia, outside KrakÓw, he
participated in the Polish nationalist uprising of 1863 (losing a
leg), and later took up painting. His strong political convictions
inspired an interest in the human condition. He felt compelled
to help those in need, serving in the homeless shelters of KrakÓw.
He joined the Third Order of St. Francis and, after wearing
the Franciscan habit, began to call himself Albert, the name

now most commonly attributed to him. In 1888 he founded
the Servants of the Poor and in 1893, together with Blessed Maria Jabłońska, founded a parallel women’s congregation
known as the Albertine Sisters. In 1949 Pope John Paul II,
then a priest, inspired by the life of Chmielowski, wrote a play
about him titled Our God’s Brother, later made into a film. In
1966 Pope Paul VI titled him as Venerable, and in 1983 Pope
John Paul II beatified him; in 1989 he was canonized in Rome.
The stamp portrays him in a sculptured relief as he offers
bread. Based on the text on the stamp, the relief is from the
Church of Saint Brother Albert in Gdańsk. Chmielowski’s
most famous painting, titled “Ecce Homo,” is now housed at a
shrine dedicated to him in KrakÓw.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

June 17, 2017
Single in pane of 12
Offset & screen printing
Andrzej & Teresa Sowinscy

Fighting Solidarity
The Polish anti-communist underground organization Fighting
Solidarity (Solidarność Walcząca)
is recognized on this 2.60 zł stamp.
Founded in 1982 by Kornel
Morawiecki in Wrocław, the organization was one of the most radical splinter groups of Solidarity, in response to the delegalization
of Solidarity itself, severe government repression of the opposition and the imposition of martial law in 1981. The organization was most famous for its information warfare, especially
underground newspapers (bibuła). Despite its reputation for
militancy, it did not support violence or terrorism.
The symbol of the organization combined the Solidarity logo
with an anchor (kotwica), and the crowned Polish eagle, although
the latter is not shown on the stamp. In 1945 the new communist
regime removed the crown from the eagle’s head on the Polish
coat of arms; many of the opposition saw the crown as a symbol
of an independent, non-communist Poland. (The crown is now
on the eagle’s head on Poland’s coat of arms.) In 1990, the
members of Fighting Solidarity founded the Freedom political
party (Partia Wolnośći).
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Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

June 20, 2017
Single in pane of nine
Offset
Karoł Tabaka

Crown of Polish Mountains
In 1997, the geographer, traveler, and writer Marek Więckowski, along with Dr. Wojciech Lewandowski, promulgated 28
peaks, each representing one of the mountain ranges of Poland,
described as the Crown of Polish Mountains. The listing was
presented in the magazine Know Your Country and has now
been recognized by the Polish Post on this 6 zł stamp. The list of
28 mountain peaks constitutes those most prominent, having a
marked hiking trail for climbers. The Club of the Conquerors
of the Crown of Polish Mountains was inaugurated at the same
time as the listing. The highest peak in the Crown is the border
summit Mt. Rysy in the Tatra Range, at 2,499 meters elevation.
All 28 peaks are listed in the left selvage of the numbered souvenir sheet.

of purebred Arabians. In 1817, after the Congress of Vienna, it
was established by the Administrative Council of the Kingdom
of Poland and approved by Tsar Alexander I.
It has had a troubled history, like Poland itself. During
World War I, the farm’s horses were evacuated into Russia, never
to return. However, after Poland’s independence in 1918, the
Ministry of Agriculture began collecting horses in JanÓw; the
stables were restored and purebred Arabians and Anglo-Arabian
Half Bloods were reared. They provided the base for the breeding
of cavalry and other military horses.
During World War II, more than 80 percent of the horses
perished and several forced relocations occurred. In 1950, JanÓw
began operating once again. Today, once each summer the farm
hosts the famous Arabian Horse Days event. The stamps show
some of the most notable horses from the farm: Etruria, Pogrom,
Pinga, Ecaho, Pianissima, Bandola, Algeria, Pilarka, and Bandos.
The stamps and three official first day covers are of special interest
to topical / thematic collectors.

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

June 30, 2017
Single in numbered SS
Photogravure
Agnieszka Sancewicz

Janów Podlaski Stud
Nine stamps denominated at 2.60 zł were issued to recognize
the JanÓw Podlaski Stud (farm), established in 1817. It is
Poland’s oldest state-owned and operated horse farm.
The JanÓw Podlaski Stud Farm is located in the village of
Wygoda (Convenience) on lush meadows along the Bug River,
near the border with Belarus in far eastern Poland. Wygoda is
in the JanÓw-Podlaski administrative district within Biala Podlaska County, Lublin Voivodeship. It is famed for its breeding
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July 31, 2017
Nine different stamps
in a pane of nine
Photogravure
Karoł Tabaka

Rally of Great Sailing Ships - Szczecin 2017
This 6 zł stamp recognizes the international tall ship rally that
concluded in Szczecin on August 8. More than 70 vessels from
18 countries participated in the race that began in Halmstad,
Sweden, on June 30. The ships sailed through the Finnish
ports of Turku and Kotka, Klaipeda, Lithuania, ending in
Szczecin after sailing more than 1,200 nautical miles. The
event ended with a parade of sailing ships between the island
of Międzyzdroje (German: Misdroy) and the island port of
Świnoujście (German: Swinemünde). The winner of the Torbay
Cup was Karol Zdanowski.
Associated events in Szczecin included a concert featuring
the singer Andrea Bocelli and the Pyromagic Fireworks Festival.
The stamp depicts the STS Kapitan Borchardt, a threestroke
fork rigged Polish schooner built in 1918 in the Netherlands

as a freight carrier. It is 45 meters long, seven meters wide and
has a sail area of 600 cubic meters.

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

August 10, 2017
Four different stamps in a
pane of eight
Photogravure
Jarosław Ochendzan

50th Anniversary of Coronation
of Image of Our Lady of Lichen

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

August 5, 2017
Singld in numbered SS
Photogravure
Jarosław Ochendzan

Eurovolley Poland 2017
These four 2.60 zł stamps recognize the 2017 Men’s European
Volleyball Championship, the 30th such event organized by
the European Volleyball Association (CEV). Sixteen teams
participated in competitions from August 24-September 3,
2017, at five different venues in Poland: Warsaw, Gdańsk / Sopot,
Szczecin, Katowice and KrakÓw. Russia defeated Germany
in the final to capture a record 14th tournament title; Maxim
Mikhaylov from Russia was selected the most valuable player.
The four stamps depict volleyball action and have two sets
of perforations, allowing collectors to separate them as either
square or circular.

This 2.60 zł stamp commemorates the
1967 crowning of Our Lady of Lichen
religious icon which reportedly dates
back to the late 18th century. According
to legend, the Virgin Mary, holding
a white eagle, appeared to Tomasz
Kłossowski, a wounded soldier in 1813,
who was fighting under Napoleon near
Leipzig. He was reportedly tasked by the
Virgin to find an image of her. After recovering from his injuries
and returning home for the search, in 1836 he found the icon in
Lgota, a village in southern Poland, north of Katowice. He hung
the icon in Grąbliń Forest (Puszcza Grąbińska), and in 1850 a
shepherd, Mikołaj Sikatka, discovered the image. The discovery
was widely reported.
Shortly thereafter, a cholera epidemic broke out and many
people flocked to the painting of the Virgin Mary for help. In
1852 the icon was moved to the parish church in Lichen in the
administrative district of Gmina Ślesin, Konin County, Greater
Poland Voivodeship, in west-central Poland.
Many miracles have been attributed to the icon. In 1949 the
parish of Lichen was entrusted to the Marion Fathers who began
restoration of the sanctuary that had been damaged during
World War II. In 1965 Pope Paul VI issued an edict announcing
confirmation of the gracious image of Our Lady of Lichen as
miraculous and ordered its crowning, which was accomplished
in 1967 by Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, Primate of Poland, at a
ceremony attended by more than 150,000 people. Between 1994
and 2004 the church in Lichen was expanded dramatically to
become the Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows, Queen of Poland,
now Poland’s largest church and seventh largest in the world.
In 2006 the painting was installed at the basilica’s main
altar. The painting shows the Virgin Mary dressed in a dark
red gown and golden cloak, with a sad face and halfclosed
eyelids. The official first day cover shows a photograph of the
ceremonial crowning.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
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August 12, 2017
Single in sheet of 12
Photogravure
Karoł Tabaka
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300th Anniversary of Coronation
of Our Lady of Częstochowa
This 2.60 zł stamp recognizes the first canonical
coronation of Poland’s most famous religious
icon, the Black Madonna of Częstochowa,
by Pope Clement XI in 1717. Art historians
believe the original painting was a Byzantine
icon from the 6th or 9th century, brought to
the Jasna Gora Monastery in the 14th century
by Prince Władysław Opolczyk, Duke of Opole, and adviser to
Louis of Anjou, King of Poland and Hungary.
The icon was badly damaged by Hussite raiders in 1430 and
consequently had to be painted over; the two slashes on Mary’s
cheek vividly demonstrate the extent of damage. The venerated
icon is said to have miraculously saved the monastery from
a Swedish invasion in 1655. In 1909 the crowns on the icon
were stolen, requiring Pope Pius X to issue a second canonical
coronation, replacing the crowns in 1910. Pope John Paul II
issued a third coronation as a native of Poland in 2005.
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Recently, a fourth canonical crowning took place with two new
jeweled gold crowns created by an Italian artist and goldsmith. The
crowns were blessed by Pope Francis. The creator of the new diadems,
Michele Affidato, was chosen by the Pauline Fathers in charge of
the Jasna GÓra sanctuary. On August 28, 2017, more than 100,000
people attended a Mass in Częstochowa in honor of the crowning,
which took place on September 8, 2017. Archbishop Salvatore
Pennacchio, apostolic nuncio, offered the Mass of Thanksgiving and
the homily was given by Archbishop Wojciech Polak of Gniezno.
High-ranking politicians were present at the Mass, including Polish
President Andrezej Duda and Prime Minister Beata Szydłko. The
crowning was the culmination of Poland’s Jubilee Year celebrations
established by the Polish government for 2016-September-2017.
(Note: The first crowning of the painting as Queen and Protector
of Poland was accomplished by King John II Casimir in 1652.)
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August 26, 2017
Single in sheet of 12
Photogravure
Marzanna Dabrowska

