New Issues
Frank Karwoski
XXII National Philatelic
Exhibition Poznań 2018
This 2.60-zł stamp recognizes the 23rd National Philatelic Exhibition
Poznań 2018. The stamp
shows the clock tower of
the old Poznań town hall
(ratusz) that served as the
seat of local government
until 1939. Located in Poznań’s old town in the center of the
market square (stary rynek), the building now houses a museum. Two famous mechanical fighting goats are located above
the clock. The goats’ butting display occurs at noon each day,
preceded by the clock strike and traditional bugle call (hejnał).
The tower clock and goats were constructed in 1551, and have
since experienced various calamities and renovations.
The pane of 12 stamps includes four tabs which celebrate the
following: the 100th anniversary of Poland regaining its independence; the 50th anniversary of the International Philatelic
Exhibition Tematica-Poznań in 1968 and recognition of the Polish Association of Philatelists (pzf); the 100th anniversary of the
Greater Poland Uprising or Wielkopolska Uprising; 460 years of
the Polish Post, founded in 1558 by King Sigismund II Augustus.
The margin references the two centennial anniversaries and
includes a qr code providing further information. The margin also shows the position of the pane (one of eight) as cut
from the original large printed sheet of 96 (pozycja sektora). The
panes were sold in both perforate and imperforate formats.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

October 3, 2018
Single in Pane of 12
with 4 Tabs
Offset
Jacek Konarzewski

Via Carpatia
This 20-gr stamp shows the upcoming transnational highway
network called the "Via Carpathia"; it will extend through several countries in a generally north-south alignment in central
Europe from the Baltic Sea to the Aegean Sea. The highway is
scheduled to open in 2025 and will connect the port cities of
Klaipėda in Lithuania and Thessaloniki in Greece. The concept
of this highway originated in Poland and was initially agreed

upon in 2006 by Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary in
the so-called Łańcut Declaration
(signed in the town of Łańcut
in southeastern Poland); several
other countries joined later. The
highway will pass through eastern
Poland and Slovakia, along the
Hungarian and Romanian border, and then enter Bulgaria and
Greece. Two eastern extensions are also planned in the south,
one connecting to the Romanian port of Constanţa on the
Black Sea. Four sections of the roadway in Poland have been
completed or are under construction. The Polish stretch of the
route will be 760 km long, cost about 30 billion zł, and extend
through the cities of Białystok, Lublin, and Rzeszów.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

October 3, 2018
Single in Sheet of 100
Photogravure
Jacek Konarzewski

40th Anniversary of the
Election of Cardinal
Karol Wojtyła as Pope
This 3.20-zł stamp recognizes the
1978 election of Poland’s Cardinal
Karol Wojtyła as Pope John Paul
II; his predecessor, Pope John Paul
I, died after only 33 days in office.
The second papal enclave which
convened in 1978, was split between
two major candidates: Giuseppe Cardinal Siri, the conservative
Archbishop of Genoa, and the liberal Archbishop of Florence,
Giovanni Cardinal Benelli. However, neither Cardinal was able
to garner enough votes to prevail. A potential compromise candidate, Giovanni Colombo, Archbishop of Milan, declined to run.
Franz Cardinal König, Archbishop of Vienna, suggested
another compromise candidate, Polish Cardinal Karol Wojtyła; he
won on the eighth ballot on the third day of conclave. Wojtyła
became the 264th pope, and at age 58, the youngest since 1846;
he is the first non-Italian pope since 1522. At his ecclesiastical
investiture ceremony the cardinals each knelt before him to take
their vows and kiss his ring, however, when the Polish prelate
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Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński knelt down, the new pope stopped
him from kissing his ring, stood up, and simply hugged him.
The margin includes a qr code for further information.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

October 16, 2018
Single in Pane of 12
Offset
Marzanna Dąbrowska

460 Years of the Polish Post
With the issuance of this 10-zł stamp the Polish post recognizes
460 years of mail service in Poland. In 1558 King Sigismund
II August established a formal public institution to carry mail
from Kraków through Vienna to Venice by means of horse.
This service derived from merchants needing to communicate
on commercial matters. This mission was specifically assigned
to the Italian Prospero Provana. In 1562 the king concluded
a new agreement with Christoph von Taxis, the executive director of the imperial post in Vienna. In 1564 the Italian Pietro Maffon, a Kraków businessman, became postmaster until
1568; the wealthy Sebastiano Montelupi then became postmaster, establishing Montelupi Kamienica (or Italian House) in the
main square of Kraków as the headquarters of the national post
office. Today, Poczta Polska provides public postal, banking,
and insurance services five days a week throughout Poland.

Born in 1881 in Brzęczkowice
in Upper Silesia (German: Brzenskowitz), now part of Myslowice, he
famously condemned escapism and
called on the church to challenge
the evil realities in Poland during
the tumultuous 1930s. In 1939 he
reported to the Vatican actions of
the Nazis in Poland, detailing the
seizure of church property and abuse of the clergy and nuns in
the annexed regions. In 1940, Vatican Radio broadcast Hlond’s
reports of German persecution of the Jews and Catholic clergy.
Furthermore, in 1941 he reported to Cardinal Secretary of State
Luigi Maglione, that the Polish people believed Pope Pius XII
had abandoned them.
After a pilgrimage to Lourdes, France, Hlond was arrested in
1944 by the Nazis, the only member of the college of cardinals
to be arrested. After the war he spoke out against communist
persecution of the church. Hlond has been criticized for his
stance on removing former German-Nazi supporters from their
appointed church posts and for his inflammatory statements on
the Jewish problem in Poland (Problem Żydowski). In 1992 he
was granted the title of Servant of God by the church, even
though some theologians expressed their opposition to his proposed beatification. In 2018 he was named Venerable after Pope
Francis confirmed his heroic virtue.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

October 22, 2018
Single in Pane of 100
Rotogravure
Jarosław Ochandzan

100th Anniversary of Poland
Regaining Independence

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

October 18, 2018
Single in SS
Intaglio & Dry Pressing
A. Sancewicz, P. Krajewski,
& K. Michalczuk

Cardinal August Hlond
– Primate of the Reborn Poland
This 5-zł stamp recognizes the life of Cardinal August Hlond,
bishop of Katowice in 1925, archbishop of Poznań and Gniezno
in 1926, and soon thereafter, primate of Poland. In 1946 he was
appointed archbishop of Gniezno and Warsaw where he served
until his death in 1948.
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Six men who played important roles
in the establishment of the Second
Polish Republic are honored on
these 2.60-zł stamps: Józef Piłsudski,
Roman Dmowski, Ignacy Jan Paderewski, Wincenty Witos, Ignacy
Daszyński, and Wojciech Korfanty.
Two 2.60-zł stamps in the pane depict Poland’s famous Black Madonna icon and the Order of Polonia
Restituta award; the center tab or label shows the Polish eagle.
Serving as the first chief of state in 1918, Józef Piłsudski
(1867-1935) is often considered the father of the Second Polish
Republic. He saw himself as a descendant of the culture and
traditions of the old Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Piłsudski believed in a multi-ethnic Poland that included indigenous

ethnic and religious minorities, and supported a strong union
with Lithuania and Ukraine.
Piłsudski's principle political antagonist was Roman Stanisław
Dmowski (1864-1939) who favored a pre-partitions Polish
crown based mainly on an ethnically homogeneous Polish Roman Catholic population. Dmowski was founder of the rightwing National Democratic Party (nd or Endecja).
Ignacy Jan Paderewski (1860-1941) used his musical
fame as a pianist and composer to promote the cause of independence for Poland. Paderewski played an important role
in meeting with President Woodrow Wilson and obtaining
explicit recognition of an independent Poland in Point 13
of Wilson’s 14 Points in 1918, the basis for the peace treaty
ending World War I. Paderewski was appointed prime minister and foreign minister in 1919 by Piłsudski, and attempted to get Piłsudski and Dmowski to collaborate, but
was unsuccessful.
Wincenty Witos (1874-1945) was a prominent member of
the Polish People’s Party (Piast faction) beginning in 1895, and
served in the Austrian parliament in 1908-1914. During World
War I, Witos kept in touch with Polish independent movement
activists, including Paderewski and Piłsudski. Witos served three
times as premier of Poland in 1920-1921, 1923, and in 1926
until the May coup d’etat (led by Piłsudski).
Ignacy Ewaryst Daszyński (1866-1936) was a socialist politician and journalist. In 1892 Daszyński co-founded the Polish
Social Democratic Party, a precursor to the Polish Socialist Party,
and was elected to the Austrian parliament in 1897. He participated in several congresses and gatherings of the International
Socialist Party, advocating for the independence and reunification of all Polish territories; he began a long collaboration with
Piłsudski. Daszyński was editor-in-chief of the socialist newspaper Naprzód (Forward), and was elected to the Polish Sejm in
1919; he was re-elected in 1922, 1928, and 1930.
Wojciech Korfanty (1873-1939) was a Polish activist, journalist, and politician who served as a member of the German
parliaments, the Reichstag and Prussian Landtag, and later in
the Polish Sejm. He fought to protect Poles from discrimination
and the policies of Germanization in Upper Silesia, and later
sought to join Silesia to Poland. Korfanty was editor-in-chief of
the Rzeczpospolita (Republic) and Polonia newspapers.
Piłsudski, Dmowski, and Paderewski were awarded the Order of Polonia Restituta (Order Odrodzenia Polski), a Polish
state order established in 1921 for extraordinary and distinguished service in military or civilian pursuits.
The center tab showing the Polish eagle has a dynamic optical
effect. There is a qr code in the margin of the pane. Three official first day covers were issued for these eight stamps and tab.

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

November 11, 2018
Pane of 8 Different Stamps with Tab
Offset & Stochastic Raster
Marzanna Dąbrowska & M. Szponar

100th Anniversary of the
End of the First World War
This 2.60-zł stamp recognizes the
end of the catastrophic first world
war. The magnitude and extended duration of World War I was
unprecedented in history.
The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in
March 1918 ended Russia’s role in the war, however, this allowed
the transfer of large numbers of German troops from the East to
the Western Front, resulting in the German March 1918 Offensive. This offensive was initially successful, but the allies rallied
and drove the Germans back in their Hundred Days Offensive.
Bulgaria signed the Armistice of Salonica in September
1918. In October the Ottoman Empire capitulated by signing
the Armistice of Mudros, and in November, the Austro-Hungarian Empire agreed to the Armistice of Villa Giusti. With its
allies defeated, revolution at home, and the military no longer willing to fight, Kaiser Wilhelm abdicated and Germany
signed an armistice in November 1918. A formal state of war
persisted for another seven months however, until the signing
of the Treaty of Versailles in June 1919.
This stamp depicts a hand grenade with three symbolic
red poppies emanating from the top. The grenade appears to
be a Mills bomb, the first modern fragmentation grenade developed by William Mills; it was manufactured at the Mills
Munition Factory in Birmingham, England. It was designated
as the No. 5 and first used by British front-line troops in the
war in 1915. Its pin and pineapple design is still used in some
modern grenades. With pin removed, the emanating red poppies in its place pay tribute to all the dead soldiers in the war.
Inspired by the poem In Flanders Fields, the poppy flower (Papaver rhoeas) became a symbol of dead soldiers after the war.
The margin of the pane includes an informative qr code.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

November 30, 2018
Single in Sheet of 50
Photogravure
Jan Konarzewski

250th Birth Anniversary of Jędrzej Śniadecki
This 2.60-zł stamp honors the Polish writer, publicist/satirist,
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physician, chemist, and biologist, Jędrzej (Andrzej) Śniadecki (1768-1838). Śniadecki was
born into a wealthy noble family in the village of Rydlewo, near
the town of Żnin in the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth.
Śniadecki is most famous for creating modern Polish terminology in chemistry. Prepared for the Commission of
National Education, his book entitled The Beginnings of
Chemistry (Początki Chemii) was the first Polish language chemistry textbook. This text was used in Polish universities into the
1930s. Śniadecki also wrote in a less serious manner for weekly
and daily newspapers, including the Pavement News (Wiadomości Brukowe) and the Vilnius News (Dziennik Wileński).
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

December 10, 2018
Single in Pane of 4
Offset
Karol Tabaka

Polish Industrial Design
These two colorful stamps valued at 2.60 zł each, show Sitting
Girl (Dziewczyna Siedząca), a porcelain designed by Henryk
Jędrasiak in 1958 at the Institute of Industrial Design, and a
modern red armchair (Fotel rm 58) designed by Roman Modzelewski, also in 1958. These chair designs and seven similar
designs shown in the margins of the pane, show the broad
spectrum of industrial design in one small sector of the Polish
economy. The margins of the pane also include descriptive text,
as well as three qr codes.

November 30, 2018
Single in Sheet of 50
Photogravure
Jan Konarzewski

200th Anniversary of the
Birth of Ernest Malinowski
This 5.20-zł stamp recognizes Ernest
Malinowski (1818-1899), who was
born in Podolia to a wealthy family,
and later schooled in France.
Malinowski was a road and railway
engineer who moved to Peru to supervise the paving of streets in Arequipa
and Lima. Beginning in 1870, he
worked on the design and construction of the world’s highest railway
of the time, the Ferrocarril Central
Andino in the Peruvian Andes. The
railway line rose to a height of nearly
5,000 m above sea level, becoming
a phenomenon of contemporary technology. (The world’s
highest railway is now the Qingzang Railway in Tibet.)
The first section of the line, 141 km long, from the Port of
Callao to the Chicla District, took eight years to construct.
The second section extended the line to the mining town of
La Oroya in central Peru, thus extending the line to a total
length of 218 km in 1893.
Work on the line required building numerous rock shelves, 62
tunnels, and 30 bridges. The line included a railway bridge called
the Verrugas Viaduct, which was 77 m high and 175 m long.
The stamp shows a characterization of Malinowski with
a railroad bridge across his face. Another Polish stamp honored him in 1999.
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Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

December 21, 2018
2 Different Stamps in
Pane of 4
Offset
Marzanna Dąbrowska

100th Anniversary of the Outbreak of the
Wielkopolska Uprising
This 2.60-zł stamp remembers the Wielkopolska Uprising
(Powstanie Wielkopolskie) or Greater Poland Uprising of 19181919, a military insurrection of Poles in the Greater Poland
region (then known as the German Grand Duchy of Posen or
Provinz Posen) against German rule. The region had been part
of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth before the Second
Partition of Poland in 1793 when it was taken over by the German Kingdom of Prussia. Many Poles living in the region were

subjected to Germanization and
land confiscation to make way
for German colonization.
On November 11, 1918,
German politicians signed an
armistice leading to a ceasefire
in World War I. The Greater
Poland region however, was still
under German rule. A majority
of the population (upward of
60%) was Polish and hoped they
would be repatriated within the
borders of a new Polish state. An armed uprising broke out
on December 29, 1918 in Poznań after a patriotic speech by
Ignacy Paderewski (who would become the Polish prime minister in 1919). The insurrectionist forces consisted of members
of the Polish Military Organization who formed the Citizens’
Guard (Straż Obywatelska), later renamed the People’s Guard
(Straż Ludowa), which included former war veterans. The first
contingent of fighters to reach the Bazar hotel in Poznań was a
100-strong force led by Antoni Wysocki. By January 15, 1919,
the Poles had taken control of most of the province, however,
some hostilities continued until the final signing of the Treaty
of Versailles on June 28, 1919 (including the region in the
reborn Polish Republic).
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

December 27, 2018
Single in Pane of 8 with Tab
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

Small and Large Animals
Small and large animals (Zwierzęta małe i duże), adults and
babies, are shown on these four stamps. Margins of the four
different panes display the distinctive green logo of the Warsaw
Zoo (Warszawski Ogród Zoologiczny); mammals shown likely
reside there.
The first stamp, valued at 1.30 zł, shows common chimpanzees (Szympans zwyczajny) (Latin: Pan troglodytes). The Warsaw
Zoo Ape House is home to nine chimpanzees. A species classified as endangered, chimpanzees share an estimated 98% of
their genes with humans.
The second stamp, also valued at 1.30 zł, portrays Indian
rhinoceroses (Nosorożec indyjski) (Latin: Rhinoceros unicornis),
also known as the greater one-horned rhinoceros. These animals
are now native to northern India and southern Nepal, and are
considered a vulnerable species. In 2006 only about 2,200 were
known to exist in the wild.
The third stamp, valued at 3 zł, depicts two-toed sloths (Leniwiec dwupalczasty) (Latin: Choloepus), a species native to Central

and South America. Their name is misleading since they have
two fingers in their thoracic limbs (hands) and three fingers in
their pelvic limbs (feet). They are unable to walk, spending most
of their lives hanging upside down in trees.
The fourth stamp, also valued at 3 zł, shows Rothschild giraffes (Żyrafa Rothschilda) (Latin: Giraffa Camelopardalis rothschildi). Also known as Baringo giraffes, native to Uganda and
Kenya, this subspecies is classified as endangered, with only
1,700 individuals estimated in the wild in 2016. The adult giraffe shown on the stamp is named Lissy; she gave birth to the
male baby shown (Gortatek) in 2015.
Each of the four panes includes a qr code in the margin.

Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

December 28, 2018
4 Stamps, Each in Pane of
12 with 4 Tabs
Offset and Silkscreen
Andrzej Gosik

Mens Volleyball World Cup
Gold Medals Italy-Bulgaria 2018
These 16 different stamps honor Poland’s winning national
mens volleyball team that participated in the Federation Internationale de Volleyball Men’s World Championship event held
September 9 through 30, 2018, in Italy and Bulgaria. A total
of 24 national teams participated. Poland successfully defended
its world title against Brazil, winning in straight sets in a repeat
of the 2014 final. The best scorer and most valuable player was
Poland’s Bartosz Kurek.
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The 1-zł stamps in the pane show each of the 14 men on the
team roster, the head coach and world cup trophy, along with
four tabs; two informative qr codes are in the pane margins.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

December 28, 2018
16 Different Stamps in
Pane with 4 Tabs
Offset
Jarosław Ochendzan

150th Anniversary
of the Birth of
Stanisław Wyspiański
This 3.20-zł stamp shows a selfportrait of Polish artist and playwright Stanisław Mateusz Ignacy
Wyspiański (1869-1907). He was
prolific in several artistic and literary
genres, and has been recognized
on numerous Polish stamps that
show his likeness or art. After his
schooling at Jagiellonian University in Kraków and the Academie Colarossi in Paris, he returned to Poland in 1894 to design a polychrome and later, stained glass windows, for the
Franciscan Church in Kraków. These windows show flowery,
geometrical, and heraldic motifs.
His other artistic accomplishments include numerous portraits and landscapes, using soft pastel colors. As a writer, he
compiled a series of symbolic, nationalistic dramas as part of
the Young Poland Movement. His stage drama Varsowian Anthem (Warszawianka) drew wide acclaim in 1901. His later play,
The Wedding (Wesele), and brought him further recognition as
a major national dramatist-visionary. His dramas portrayed a
powerless society in the contemporary partitioned Poland.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designers

January 15, 2019
Single in Sheet of 50
Rotogravure
Jarosław Ochendzan

100th Anniversary of the
Creation of the Polish Red Cross
The centennial of the Polish Red Cross (Polski Czerwony Krzyż or
pck) is celebrated on this 3.20-zł stamp. The pck was founded
by Benjamin Reschovsky of the Warsaw Hospital, with the backing of Helena Paderewska (wife of Ignacy Jan Paderewski); its
first president was Paweł Sapieha. It is a non-government organization, and part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which aims to bring assistance to the wounded
on the battlefield and help prevent and alleviate human suffering
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wherever it may be found. Initially the pck operated ambulances
for the Polish Army. In 1922, after the Polish-Soviet War, the pck
helped in the exchange of Polish
and Russian prisoners.
The cross on the stamp appears to show a battle wound on
the top of the cross. Other Polish
stamps honored the Polish Red
Cross in 1921, 1977, and 1989.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

January 18, 2019
Single in Pane of 12
Offset
Jan Konarzewski

100th Anniversary of the Creation of
the Polish Security Printing Works
At a meeting of Poland’s
council of ministers
chaired by Prime Minister
Ignacy Jan Paderewski in
January 1919, a decision
was made to establish the
state graphic works. This special 14.50-zł stamp honors this
centennial and portrays Paderewski. In 1925, Minister of the
State Treasury, Władysław Grabski. signed an agreement with
the bank of Poland to transform the state graphic works into a
joint-stock company owned by the Polish State Treasury, with
the name Polish Security Printing Works (Polska Wytwórnia Papierów Wartościowych or pwpw). Today, the pwpw is responsible for printing Polish banknotes, passports, visas, driver’s licenses, motor vehicle registrations, various certificates, licenses,
credit cards, and postage stamps. It is one of the most modern
companies in security printing in Europe. In 2016 it printed 345
million stamps for the Polish Post.
This stamp was accompanied by a special limited edition folder.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

January 25, 2019
Single in Numbered SS
Offset and Intaglio
A. Próchniak & P. Krajewski

90th Anniversary of LOT Polish Airlines

This 5.20-zł stamp recognizes Poland’s flagship air carrier lot
Polish Airlines (Polskie Linie Lotnicze or lot). Established in
November 1928 when the domestic airlines Aerolot and Aero
were taken over, it is now one of the world’s oldest airlines
still in operation. lot’s fleet of over 70 planes serves 101
destinations in Europe, Asia, and North America.

The airline ceased operations in
World War II when its aircraft were
evacuated to other nations. In March
1945 the Polish government recreated
lot, and in 1946 operations were
restarted using Soviet aircraft. Again
in December 1981 operations were
suspended after the declaration of
Martial Law, however, in 1984 charter
flights to Chicago and New York
were resumed, and eventually regular
operations were restored in April 1985. In December 1992 the
airline became a joint-stock company with ownership shared
by the state treasury, the regional economic fund (Regionalny
Fundusz Gospodarczy), and employees.
The stamp shows the center of lot ’s logo (originally
designed by Tadeusz Gronowski) and two individuals silhouetted
with luggage. The sheet margin includes a qr code and shows
the relative position of the sheet as one of four cut from the
initial master sheet of 80 stamps, the sector position (pozycja
sektora). The Polish Post issued other stamps recognizing lot
in 1959 and 1979, and a postal card in 1964.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

January 31, 2019
Single in Sheet of 20
Offset
Mieczysław Teodorczyk

100th Anniversary of
the Military Ordinariate
This 2.60-zł stamp recognizes
the 100th Anniversary of the
Military Ordinariate for Field
Ordinance (100-Lecie Ordynariatu
Polowego) in Poland. In the canon law of the Roman Catholic
Church, a military ordinariate is an ecclesiastical jurisdiction
responsible for the pastoral care of Catholics serving in the
armed forces of a nation.
This stamp shows two Catholic clergymen who were assigned
by Pope Benedict xv to fulfill important new responsibilities in
post-World War I Poland. The left figure is the Italian priest
Achille Ratti (1857-1939) who was assigned in 1918 to a
new diplomatic post as apostolic visitor, or unofficial papal
representative in Poland. In March 1919 his position in Warsaw
was upgraded to papal nuncio, and in October 1919, Ratti
was consecrated as titular archbishop. In November 1920 he
left Poland after his neutrality in Silesian voting was questioned
by both Poles and Germans. After Ratti's departure he was
appointed Archbishop of Milan in June 1921. After the sudden
death of Pope Benedict xv in early 1922, he was elected the new
pope, Pius xi.

The right-hand figure on the stamp is the Polish priest
Stanisław Gall (1865-1942) who was appointed auxiliary bishop
of Warsaw in 1918 by Pope Benedict xv. In February 1919,
Gall was appointed Bishop of Poland, Military, to oversee a
Military Vicariate of Poland that provided pastoral care
to Roman Catholics serving in the Polish Armed Forces
(and their families). Although this body was suspended in
1947, after the fall of communist rule in 1989, a Military
Ordinariate of the Polish Army (Ordynariat Polowy Wojska
Polskiego) was established in 1991. Its offices are located at the
Field Cathedral of the Polish Army in Warsaw.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

February 5, 2019
Single in Sheet of 50
Rotogravure
Roch Stefaniak

100th Anniversary of the
Creation of the Network
of State Archives
This 3.20-zł stamp commemorates
100 years of Poland’s network of state
archives, established on February 7,
1919. The Division of State Archives was
made part of the Ministry of Education
and Religious Denominations. The
newly reestablished Republic of Poland sought by diplomatic
means to obtain Polish records from Austria, Germany, and
Russia. In the interwar years the state archives were located in
17 state archival centers; five of these were located in Warsaw:
main archives, old records, treasury records, educational records,
and central military records. The main archives contained the
Metryka Corona, the royal records of Poland from 1377-1794.
Today, the state archives is responsible for preserving all
records over 100 years old; there are now 80 regional branches
of the state archives located throughout Poland. Vital records
less than 100 years old are usually kept in town/city halls.
A broad range of official records are preserved, including:
cemeteries, census, church, emigration and immigration,
genealogies/heraldry, land and property, military, and periodicals.
For those interested in genealogical research, Poland’s civil
registration of vital records (birth, marriage, and death) are
reportedly the best in Eastern Europe and often available on
microfilm. Civil registration began in 1808 in Russian Poland
(Królestwo Polskie); most of the records survive to this date.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

February 7, 2019
Single in Sheet of 50
Rotogravure
Ryszard Kufel
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100th Anniversary of
the Establishment of
PKO Bank Polski
In February 1919, by order of
Poland’s Head of State Jósef
Piłsudski, the Postal Savings Bank
(Pocztowa Kasa Oszczędności or
pko) was created. The founding
decree was signed by Prime Minister
Ignacy Jan Paderewski and Minister
for Postal Affairs and Telegraph, Hubert Linde; the latter became
the bank’s first director. The primary purpose of the pko was
to introduce the Polish złoty into circulation. In the ensuing
years the bank helped finance key national investment projects,
including developments in Gdynia and its seaport.
In 1950 the pko was liquidated by the communist
government and its functions were assumed by the Universal
Savings Bank of Poland (Powszechna Kasa Oszczędności Bank
Polski or pko Bank Polski), operated within the National Bank
of Poland (Narodowy Bank Polski). In 1987 the bank regained
much of its independence under the economic reforms of the
communist government in its last years. Serving individuals
and businesses with over 285 billion złoty in assets, and
operating at over 1,100 branches in Poland and Ukraine, it is
now Poland’s largest bank. Although it is a joint stock company
(spółka akcyjna) listed on the Warsaw Stock Exchange, the state
still directly and indirectly owns a large portion of its shares.
This 3.20-zł stamp shows the redesign of one of the bank’s
most famous facilities, the Nowa Rotunda pko Bank Polski,
located at ul. Marszałkowska 100/102 in Warsaw. Reconstruction
started in 2017. The new design preserves the building’s former
size and form, restoring its original character of translucency,
availability, and transparency, but with added elements of
environmental sustainability, including greater energy efficiency.
Date of Issue
Sheet Format
Printing Method
Designer

February 7, 2019
Single in Sheet of 50
Rotogravure
K. Tyczyński

100th Anniversary of the
Supreme Audit Office
This 5-zł stamp recognizes the
100th anniversary of creation
of the Supreme Audit Office
(Najwyższa Izba Kontroli or
nik) on February 7, 1919, on
the directive of Poland’s Head of State Józef Piłsudski, in order
to safeguard public spending. The nik exercises wide-ranging
audits of the revenue and expenditures of the state and all
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institutions that make use of public funds and also corporations
and non-governmental organizations which administer public
contracts or receive government grants and guarantees. Its
organization and function are set out in the Constitution of the
Republic of Poland and the nik Act of 1994. It is subordinate
to the Sejm and headed by a president appointed by the Sejm.
There are 16 regional branches of the nik that coincide with
Poland’s voivodeships. The nik cooperates with similar bodies in
the European Union and other governments and organizations
including nato. The stamp shows the nik headquarters
building at ul. Filtrowa 57 in Warsaw. A center tab in the pane
honors nik; there are two qr codes in the margins.
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100 Years of the
Legislative Sejm
Immediately after World War I the
borders of the newly restored Polish state
were not yet established. Nevertheless,
Head of State Józef Piłsudski signed a
decree in November 1918 that divided
the state into several districts, some of
which were not yet formally a part
of Poland.
Parliamentary elections were held in January 1919, electing
the first Sejm of the Second Republic. It was the first free election
in Poland’s history. Voter turnout was estimated at 70-90%.
Over 5.5 million people voted for 394 deputies in the Legislative
Sejm (Sejm Ustawodawczy). Right-wing parties won 50% of the
votes; left-wing parties won about 30%; Jewish organizations
won approximately 11%. Among the first tasks of the Sejm
was creation of a constitution - ratified initially as the Small
Constitution of 1919, and later as the March Constitution of
Poland (1921). The Sejm was presided over by a marshall.
This 5-zł stamp depicts Wojciech Stefan Trąmpczyński
(1860-1953), Marshall of the Polish Sejm from 1919-22.
He headed the administrative authorities during the Greater
Poland Uprising; before that he was a member of the Prussian
Parliament from the Poznań Province. Later, Trąmpczyński
served in the Senate of Poland from 1922-28. The pane margin
includes a qr code.
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