
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER #10 
Winter 2025 

 
Dear Polonus Members, 
 
When you receive the March Polonus Bulletin, you will see that we will be 
participating in two major stamp exhibitions, GASS (Great American Stamp Show) 
August 14-17, 2025, in our home town, Chicago, and our 12th International 
Exhibition, BOSTON 2026, May 23-30, 2026. So, I ask the question, “Why should I 
attend a stamp show?”.  
 
I have found attending a stamp show it an excellent way to acquire material for 
my collection. I remember the “old days” when I would be in downtown Chicago 
and would visit 10-12 stamp shops. I recall how enjoyable it was to go from shop 
to shop never knowing what treasures I might find. Now, there are no stamp 
dealers left in downtown Chicago. I admit it is easy to sit home and browse eBay 
and HipStamps, and I myself do that.  But at a stamp exhibition I would have the 
opportunity to visit 50-60 to over 100 (at international exhibitions) dealers in one 
place.  My interaction with dealers has led to my finding elusive material. Also, 
unlike buying from the internet,  I can have the stamp or cover in my hand I can 
determine the condition.  Too often when buying on the internet it is difficult to 
assess condition and many internet sellers do not accept returns. Unfortunately, 
many Polish items offered on eBay are fakes.  I have never had this problem 
buying from reputable dealers at shows. Many times, I have had friends tell me 
“go see dealer xyz, he has something you might be interested in”. 
 
Which leads me to another reason to attend shows, I can meet with old friends 
and make new friends. More than once I have met someone who had a similar 
interest who I did not know. This was the beginning of a  friendship with a partner 
with whom I could trade material and information.   At an exhibition I can view 
philatelic exhibits at my leisure and educate myself with exhibits that may be 
similar to my interests or totally new areas. At the Polonus meetings we have 
several very informative presentations on Polish philately.  



 
Attending an exhibition provides the opportunity to share friendships, philately, 
and especially, polska kielbasa and zubrowka in the Polonus hospitality suite!  
 
Dr. James Mazepa, RDP 
COB Polonus Polish Philatelic Society 
 

 
Mail from the Papal States to Poland  
 

 
I have always looked for mail to Poland from interesting places. Until recently I 
have never seen a letter from the Papal States to Poland.  This letter was in the 
recent Puchala auction (www.stamps-pl.com). It was sent from Rome, but the 
date it unclear.  It is addressed to: The Most Illustrious and Most Reverend Sir 
Francisco (?) Wierzchleyski, Latin Archbishop of Leopolis (Lwów), Poland.  The 
letter was then forwarded to Obraszyń, a small town south-east of Lwów. (The 
letter is addressed to the Western Rite “Latin” bishop to differentiate from the 
Eastern Rite “Greek Catholic bishop”). 
 
The letter it franked with an 8 bajocchi Papal States 1852 issue which paid the fee 
to the Italian-Austrian border, and the manuscript 23 is the fee in Austrian 
kreuzers to pay for the transit from the border across Austria to Lwów which was 
in Austrian Galicia as noted at the bottom left. 
 
The “S.C.P.F.” is an official marking indicating the letter was sent from the “Sacra 
Congregazione Propaganda Fedei” (Sacred Congregation for the Promotion of the 
Faith). 
 
My thanks to Dr. Thomas Matha for explaining the rates. I apologize if I have 
mistranslated the Italian 



 

 

Polonus Newsletter Earns Gold APS Star Route Award  

We started our newsletter two and half years ago in an 
effort to provide more engagement with the membership. 
We wanted to include timely updates on events as well as 
shorter philatelic pieces of interest.   We are happy to 
announce that our newsletter earned a Gold award at the 
2024 APS Star Route Awards.  Polonus was judged along 
with 31 other APS Chapters and Affiliates who presented 
their newsletters and websites in this annual competition. 

The Star Route awards were designed to honor these organizations for getting the 
message out to their membership in the spirit of the Star Routes. For more info 
on the Star Route awards go to https://stamps.org/community/star-route.  We 
will announce how the website did in the next Bulletin, so stay tuned!  We are 
always looking for new content for the newsletter so feel free to write a 
paragraph or two on your favorite Polish Stamp or cover.  
 

 
Rare or Ruined?  A numismatic and philatelic connection to Polonus. 
By John Dunn 
 

Philately provides 
many options for the 
collector.  The writer 
became interested in 
the history of Polonus 
after obtaining a 
collection of our 
organizations’  
“souvenir sheets.”  
These led him to 
search for FDCs, 
poster stamps, 
brochures and all 

types of paper ephemera.  This article will focus on a repurposed Polish banknote 
from 1919 that commemorated the First Polonus Stamp Show in 1940. (Figure 1 – 
Front) 
 

https://stamps.org/community/star-route


The banknote is an 
early example of 
paper currency issued 
by Poland’s Second 
Republic.  Depicting 
Kosciuszko and 
valued at 1000 
mareks, it exchanged 
for slightly over $11 
U.S. when issued.  It is 
from the first series (I 
Serja) of 23 August 
1919, produced by the Austrian State Printing Office in Vienna. Both series I and II 
(printed in Warsaw) come with a single or double letter suffix, while the serial 
number can start with a “Nr” or “No.” (Figure 2 – Reverse of Note) 
 
Polish marek banknotes were legal tender until early 1924, when replaced by the 
złoty.  This transition was mandated by hyperinflation that is very familiar to 
collectors of Polish stamps from the early 1920s.  By 28 April 1924,1.8 million 
marek was required to obtain one złoty.   Long before that, 1000 marek 
banknotes had almost no purchasing power, and vast quantities remained in bank 
vaults, many in spectacular condition.  These entered the collector market at next 
to nothing; the writer, who worked for a coin and stamp dealer in the 1970s, 
recalls tossing less than perfect examples into the 25 cents “junk currency box.”  
Even in 2025, these are not hard to find, and can be purchased for $30 in nice 
condition.  
 
Their retail value in 1940 was small, and one could obtain bricks of twenty in mint 
condition.  Polonus scheduled its first stamp show that year and had connections 
with several printers.  Looking for a souvenir, our club’s leadership opted to 
purchase brand new notes, and along the left, top and right white margins print in 
black ink…THE FRIST STAMP EXHIBITION - OF THE POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 
CHICAGO – JANUARY 24, 25 AND 26, 1940.  They sold for one dollar each.  James 
Drumond, posting online in 2019, claimed 69 of these notes were created.  
The writer has little doubt that some of the overprints no longer exist, and that 
the term scarce, or even rare, might apply today.  On the other hand, 
numismatists could argue the banknote has been ruined by the overprint, as it 
has nothing to do with acts of the Polish government.  So, is our 1000 marek rare 
or ruined? 
 
 



The writer recently dispersed his Polish banknote collection, which included 
1930s Polish currency, overprinted with red ink, and used to promote philatelic 
meetings in 1980s/90s Poland.  He kept the 1000 marek of 1919 because it is one 
of the earliest collectibles connected to his favorite stamp club, and because he is 
fairly certain a long wait would be needed to find another.  
 

 
 
New Issue highlight– Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw 
 

 
 
Our newsletters have highlighted the many historic events that the Polish Post 
honors.  In the spirit of “out with the old,  in with the new”, Polish Post has 
featured the new Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw.  The museum has found its 
new home at Warsaw’s Central Square (formerly Defilad Square) under 
construction. The stamp shows a visualization of the eastern front wall of the new 
building and its launch coincides with the opening of the Museum's new ultra-
moden headquarters. 
 
In balancing Warsaw’s historic roots, more than 100 new trees, thousands of 
shrubsand new lawns will be planted around the Museum. Their irregular shape 
leading up to the Museum will highlight its massing, while mapping the network 
of former streets and the outline of buildings that were demolished after World 
War II to make room for the Palace of Culture and Science.  
 
 
 

 



My favorite cover – 1919 Uprated Provisional Overprint Cover 
Submitted by Dr. Edwin Andrews 

 
At left is a recent 
interesting acquisition - a 
mixed franking cover 
from 1919.  A registered, 
surcharged, provisional 
overprint, up rated and 
censored postal card! 
Wow! The 10 heller 
Austrian card is 
surcharged to 15 heller 
and provisionally 
overprinted POCZTA/ 

POLSKA (Higgins & Gage #16a), then up rated for the registry service and 
destination with 40 heller in stamps from the 1919 issue (Scott #124 and 126). The 
cover is addressed to Vienna and also has a nice Krakow circle "Kr" censor 
mark.  This came from one of the Al Kugel estate lots offered at Cherrystone. 
 

 
Kościuszko Tidbit… 

 

Later this year, USPS will issue a sheet of 15 different stamps honoring battlefields 
of the American Revolution.  Included in this issue are three stamps 
commemorating the Battles of Saratoga.  For you history buffs, the Battles of 
Saratoga is where Tadeusz Kościuszko skillfully designed the American defenses to 
capitalize on the geographic features in the Hudson River Valley which were critical 
to the Continental Army’s victory.  These fortifications later became the 
foundations for the West Point Military Academy. For more on Kościuszko, please 
view Jay Stott’s exhibit on the 1933 Gen. Kościuszko stamp on the Polonus website.  

 
 

 



50 years Ago: Polpex 1965 

 
60 years ago, Polonus celebrated its 25th 
anniversary at our annual POLPEX from March 5 to 
7 at the Polish Museum of America in Chicago..  As 
the county was immersed with the possibility of 
landing a man on the moon,  the annual exhibition 
honored Nicolaus Copernicus and the Space Age 
and coincided with an exhibition of Copernicus 
material at the museum.  The annual souvenir 
sheet feature the famous Copernicus statue which 
stands before the Staszic Palace the seat of the 
Polish Academie of Sciences.   The 1958 40 Gr. 
Stamp was designed by Czesław Słania. 
 
The exhibition featured many space collections and 
special thematic prizes were given to deserving 
exhibitors.   The POLPEX Grand Award went to 
Roman Strzelecki’s collection of Polish Postal Cards.  
Of note, the novice award was given to Marian 
Kalawski for his Woldenberg POW Camp Post exhibit.  The “novice” Kalawski went 
on to become one of the experts on WWII POW Camp material.  The awards were 
presented at the beeba which was always a highlight of any POLPEX exhibition! 
 

 
ROGUES OF POLISH PHILATELY: WHEN IS A SIGNATURE NOT A SIGNATURE? 
 

                          
 
The Kraków issues of 1919 have produced some of the great rarities of Polish 
philately.  Austrian regular stamps and postage due stamps were overprinted 
“Poczta Polska” into Polish stamps. Both issues could be used for normal postal 
use. Reprints and forgeries are very common, and genuine overprinted stamps 



should be signed by an recognized expert. Simply saying the stamp “is signed” is 
meaningless, anyone could “sign” the stamps.   
 
Of the postage due stamps, one of the more difficult it the 10 heller.  Only 150 
stamps were overprinted (Fisher D2,16,000pln, Scott J2, $5250). A 10 heller 
postage due was recently was offered on eBay for $188.00 with the note it was 
“signed”.  Really?  Not only was it not a recognized expert, but the “signature” is 
really just a scribble!  Buyer beware! If it’s too good to be true…it’s too good to be 
true. 
 

 
Polonus News……. 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  2025 ANNUAL MEETING TO BE 
HELD AT SCHAUMBERG, ILLINOIS AT THE GREAT 

AMERICAN STAMP SHOW 
 

Plan ahead!  In August,  we will be returning to 
the birthplace of Polonus and will be holding our 
annual meeting at GASS in Schaumberg, IL.  Plans 
are being made and we hope to see many of you 

there.  The show will run from August 14-17, 2025.  There is also plenty of time 
for you to put together a new exhibit for the show!  Exhibition application as well 
as hotel information is available on the APS website at www.stamps.org 
 
Thank you! 
Thank you to all of our members who donated to the society during our year end 
renewals.  We will list donors individually in our next Bulletin and want to again 
send our appreciation. Your donations allow us keep membership dues low and 
for us to maintain our high-quality quarterly Bulletin.  
 

Shout outs 

Congratulations go out to our California member, Leonard Piszkiewicz for winning 
a large gold and the John Kevin Doyle Grand Award in the literature competition 
at CHICAGOPEX for “Foreign Incoming Mail to the United States 1844 to 1951, 
Vols. 1 and 2”.  This monumental book comprises 994 pages and takes a "reverse" 
approach to postal history and looks at research from the other direction and 
discovers many heretofore undiscovered and unappreciated nuances of mail 
travel across the globe into the USA. 



Recognition goes out to members Ray Pietruszka and John Hotchner who are 
active on the judging circuit.  Ray will be a judge at Westpex in April and GASS in 
August. John will be on the Literature jury at Sarasota, as well as the philatelic 
exhibit jury at the San Diego Stamp Show. 

 

For Sale 

Please visit the Polonus store on eBay to see our latest offerings.  As we always 
we have our POLPEX souvenirs that we have produced over the years and there 
are also a number of donated items from one of our long-time members.  These 
include small collections of Poland errors, revenues, proofs and Polish POW Camp 
material.  Please visit our store at https://www.ebay.com/str/polonusstore.  
Remember Polonus members receive 10% off!  Use coupon code POLONUSM.   
 
2025 Renewals Are Due … 

We appreciate all of your support and thank you for the timely renewals.  For the 
few of you which have not renewed for 2025 please click: 
https://polonus.org/paypal-portal/ to pay for next years dues.  
 
Future Newsletters 

As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin, 
feel free to email me a jmazepa@comcast.net or Andrew Urushima at 
aurushima@yahoo.com. In the meantime, enjoy this Newsletter! 
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