POLONUS

POLISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER #11
Spring 2025

Dear Polonus Members,

| believe it was Winston Churchill who said “Rumors of my death have been
greatly exaggerated”. | have heard that stamp collecting is “dead”. It is too easy
to get caught up in this negativity. There is no doubt that memberships in
philatelic organizations have declined, including Polonus. But | ask, what can we
learn from the past and what can we do to look toward the future.

There are facts we have not control over. Much of the attrition is due to an aging
population that has either passed on or stopped collecting. Attracting new
members has not kept up with this loss. We can look in the rear-view mirror and
keep doing what has been done in the past and lament the fact that we are not
attracting new members. Why change our approach to attract new members?
The answer is easy, without change and renovation, Polonus, as well as all other
philatelic organizations, will die.

| first joined Polonus in 1971 (I know that dates me!) and have seen Polonus grow
from a local Chicago society to an international organization. In all candor there
have been times when Polonus was on the verge of extinction. Each time Polonus
was rescued by a small group of dedicated members. Why am | bullish about the
future of Polonus now? For the same reason. Under the leadership of Ron Klimley
and Andrew Urushima, Polonus is a much more dynamic organization than it was
just a few years ago. The key development has been, together with Mark
Maestrone, is that they have brought our web site into the present century. We
have recruited new Board members and now have one of the most active and
pro-active Boards in recent history.

| could go on with achievements, but | refer you to the “President’s Message” in
the last Bulletin for a list. | want to address the issue | started this column with,
membership. The time is now to start thinking “outside the box” of the past. This
where you, our member who it reading this message, can help. Perhaps you



know someone who collects Polish stamps, but putting stamps in our albums is
only a start. We can think beyond this. There are other cohorts to recruit from.
You also know someone who is interested in Polish history. You know someone
who is interested in World War Two history. You know someone who is
interested in important individuals in Polish history. You know someone who is
interested in flora or fauna or the many thematic topics. Perfect introductions to
Polish philately. Do you belong to a Polish organization or even any organization
where you can bring some examples from your collection where you can promote
these many avenues into collecting Polish stamps. Need examples of the Bulletin
to pass out, let us know. If only half or even a quarter of our members would
bring in one new member, this would be a fantastic growth spurt for Polonus. The
Board is working on other ways to reach out to both the philatelic and non-
philatelic community. Need help or more suggestions, let us know.

Dr. James Mazepa, RDP
COB Polonus Polish Philatelic Society

Getting Your Nickels Worth! U.S. to Poland And Back 1938

Mary Alice MacArthur
sent this letter on October
T 29,1938 from Kingston,

* New York to Mr.
Wiadystaw Konopka in
Lwow, Poland. The
letter paid the five cents
international surface rate.
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The letter arrived in Lwow November 6! after an eight-day transit by sea, rail and land! Mr.
Konopka could not be found. The Lwow post office stamped a “nie meldowany” indicating they
checked the address (noted again on the back) but no one was registered at that address with that
name. Atthe Lwow post office the letter was opened, I suspect to see if the addressee could be
found elsewhere. The letter was resealed and stamped with the Lwow cds. The front of the letter
then had the addressee crossed out and in red “inconnu (unknown), Retour Kingston™.
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letter no Kingston return
postmark was applied. All in
all, not bad postal service for a
nickel!
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New Issue highlight - 1st Polish Armored Division - Odyssey of Liberty
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Zokni 1. Dywizji P j na ulicach wyzwol hulle, wrzesien 1944 .
Fot. Instytut PolskuMuzeum im. gen. SikorskuegowLondynle/Oﬂrodek KARTA
PIERWSZY DZIEN OBIEGU
FOC POCZTA POLSKA SA.

As we reach the 80™ anniversary of the end of World War II, there continue to be many stamps
being issued honoring the valient efforts of those who help bring an end to the war. In February
2025, Polish Post issued a stamp honoring the 1st Armored Division that played a key role in the
liberation of Belgium and contributed to ending the German occupation of the region. The stamp
shows soldiers of the 1st Armored Division on a tank, greeted after liberation by residents of the
Belgian border areas. The FDC envelope presents a photo of Soldiers of the 1st Armored
Division on the streets of liberated Lotenhulle (Belgium) in September 1944.

The postmark design features a graphic depicting Gen. Stanislaw Maczek who commanded The
Ist Armored Division. In the last issue of our Bulletin (March 2025) we featured Jan
Niebrzydowski’s article “General Maczek’s Armored Units In World War II” that discussed
some of the fascinating postal history which included the 1% Armored Division.




My favorite cover— 1924 Postage Due After Redenomination to Zloty

Submitted by Ron Klimley

Beginning on May 1, 1924 the Polish
Mark was retired and a new currency,
the Ztoty was introduced. Mark
denominated postage stamps were no
longer allowed however, as this card
illustrates Mark denominated postage
due stamps continued to be used after
May 1, 1924. It was reported in the
regulations of the Minister of Posts
and Telegraphs dated 01 may 1924 (nr
21/1924 item 102) that postage stamps
were withdrawn from use however
postage due stamps were accepted at a
converted rate. The conversion ratio
was 10,000 Mk =1 gr.
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This card was mailed on June 10, 1924 with 8 gr postage paid. However beginning on May 1,
1924 the correct rate for a postcard was 10 gr meaning there was a deficiency of 2 gr. The
postage due, indicated by the “4 gr” in blue crayon was twice the deficiency, paid at Krakéw on

June 12, 1924 by the receiver.

75 years Ago: Polpex 1950

75 years ago, Polonus celebrated its 11" anniversary at our
annual POLPEX from March 5 to 7 at the Polish Falcons Hall
in Downtown Chicago. The theme of the exhibition was the
commemoration of the 90" anniversary of the issuance of
Poland’s stamp #1 as shown on the show souvenir sheet
designed by Myron Steczynski.

The exhibition featured no fewer than 27 exhibits! The
POLPEX Grand Award, consisting of the Col. Larking
Memorial trophy, went to Stephen G. Rich for his showing of
Poland #1s on cover, singles and multiples. The Polonus
Bulletin in April 1950, noted that this exhibition represented
one of the greatest assembly of Poland #1s ever presented. The

awards were presented at the beeba which was always a
highlight of any POLPEX exhibition!

POLPEX, 1950
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
MARCH 3. 1.5 CHICAGO. 111,




eBay Rogues of Folish Filately:

I have always wanted to possess a block of Poland #1. Imagine my delight when I was able to
get not just a block of four, but a
block of 42 of Poland #1 for
only $13.00 (post paid)! (above)
This block would not fool a
collector of #1s, butitis a
remarkably good facsimile
which could easily fool someone
who has no knowledge of #1s.
While the colors are close to the
original, the perforations ae
wrong and also the paper.
Already, a strip of three of these
have appeared on eBay with a
fake rare Warsaw six squares
cancellation. (right)




1947-48 “Esperanto” Covers
Submitted by Steve Bonowski

In searching through old covers, you come across items which The postcard at the left was sent

in 1947 by A Piotrowski in Krakow Poland to Stanley Klukowski in Milwaukee. This attractive

postcard had features the Green Star (“Verda Stelo”) symbol used by most Esparantists. The
— - = ey word jezyk miedzynarodowyt

- ranslates as international language

With some internet sleuthing,
Klukowski lived from 1895 to 1957.
What is interesting about Klukowski
; 3 was that he appears to have been as
a strong advocate for the use of
- Esperanto, the old
artificial language. The writing on
the back side of the cover was
written in Esperanto. I believe that

- Klukowski apparently was a

~ professor and worked some with
~ youth, especially those with Polish
background or heritage.

A. Piotrowski, I believe is a gentleman by the name of Albin Piortrowski who was active in the
Esperanto Association of Poland (Zwigzek Esperantystow w Polsce) Piotrowski and had
authored a few books

I have several covers from e
Poland also addressed to : _ EET—
Klukowski in Milwaukee with
the Esperanto theme. One
additional cover, listed right,
features the logo of Universala
Ligo, a federalist organization
formed after World War II
with the ideals to unite under
one language (Esperanto) and
one monetary system. An
interesting piece of history as
well as an attractive post-war
(1948) registered airmail
cover.




Polonus News.......

SAVE THE DATE! 2025 ANNUAL MEETING TO
BE HELD AT SCHAUMBERG, ILLINOIS AT THE
GREAT AMERICAN STAMP SHOW

Plan ahead! In August, we will be returning to the
birthplace of Polonus and will be holding our annual
meeting at GASS in Schaumberg, IL. Plans are being
made and we hope to see many of you there. The show
will run from August 14-17, 2025. There is also plenty of
time for you to put together a new exhibit for the show!
Exhibition application as well as hotel information is available on the APS website at
www.stamps.org (Unfortunately, there applications for one-frame exhibits are no longer being
accepted. )

Polonus Board Endorses Klimley and Wasserman for APS positions

We are proud to announce that our President, Ron Klimley and Board Member, Bruce
Wasserman will be running for leadership positions at this year APS elections. Ron will be
running for the Board of Vice Presidents and Bruce will be running for one of the at-large
Director positions. The Polonus Board of Directors is proud that they will not only represent
Polonus but all members of the APS. The Polonus Board unamiously endorsed their candidacies
at our last meeting. Voting for these positions will be begin in early May and we will send out
their candidate statements to you closer to when that date approaches.

On the judging circuit....

Recognition goes out to members James Mazepa and John Hotchner who are active on the
judging circuit. Jim will be on the FIP option jury at the Great American Stamp Show judge in
August. John will be on the philatelic exhibit jury at the Minnesota Stamp Expo in July.

Uruguay 2025

In February 2025, collectors and enthusiasts from all over the world gathered at
the Atchugarry Museum of Contemporary Art (MACA) in Punta Del Este,
Uruguay for the FIP World Stamp Exhibition: Uruguay 2025. This show was &
under the patronage of the Fédération Internationale de Philatélie (FIP). A

number of Polonus members entered their exhibits with came away with some = c c

tremendous results at this important international exhibition:

] YEARS OF THE DECLARATION L
OF INDEPENDENCE OF URUGUAY

e Ron Klimley earned a large vermeil (88 points) for his exhibit “Polish
Hyperinflation of 1923-24"; URUGUAY 2025

e Dr. James Mazepa earned a large gold (96 points ) and a special award
for material for his “Colonial Central America”;

e Dr. Jerzy Kupiec-Weglinski earned a gold (93 points) for his exhibit “Flown Mail of the
Siege of Prezemysl (1914-1915)” and a special award for material; and

e Miroslaw Mietus one of our from Poland won a large vermeil for the website of the
Internet Philatelist Club of Polish Philatelist Union — www.i-kf.pl

Congratulations to all!


http://www.stamps.org/

Boston 2026 coming soon book your hotels now!

Boston 2026 World Expo takes place May 23-30, 2026, at the Boston Convention & Exhibition
Center. Polonus will be there and hope you make plans to attend. We wanted to let you know
that the organizing committee has negotiated rates at eight officials official hotels near the Expo
site. Reservations can be made with discounted prices by making reservations through the
Boston 2026 web site link to onPeak, the show’s contracted housing management firm. These
will be found on the Boston2026.org hotel page. Visit their website for more information on this
exciting show that only happens in the US every 10 years!

For Sale

Please visit the Polonus store on eBay to see our latest offerings. As we always we have our
POLPEX souvenirs that we have produced over the years and there are also a number of donated
items from one of our long-time members. These include small collections of Poland errors,
revenues, proofs and Polish POW Camp material. Please visit our store at
https://www.ebay.com/str/polonusstore. Remember Polonus members receive 10% off! Use
coupon code POLONUSM.

Future Newsletters

As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin, feel free to
email me a jmazepa(@comecast.net or Andrew Urushima at aurushima@yahoo.com. In the
meantime, enjoy this Newsletter!
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