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Fall 2025 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

It has been an axiom that we keep politics out of philately. But sometimes we just get hit in the 

face.  The current administration has imposed tariffs on goods imported to the United States. 

They have tried to “spin” this as the importer pays the tariff.  But this is not true.  It is nothing 

more than an additional tax on U.S. citizens.  At the time of this writing, the Courts have deemed 

these tariffs an illegal use of power. Unfortunately, the damage continues to be done as this 

challenge moves slowly through the Courts. 

Beginning August 29, 2025, the “de minimus” trade exemption that allowed small packages 

worth less than $800 was rescinded by the current administration. A second-level tariff of 10% is 

now imposed on such shipments. This tariff applies, among others, to the European Union.  

However, the way the new law is written, the tariff is applied to the country of origin of the item, 

not to the country from which the item is shipped.  For instance, if I buy a Chinese stamp from a 

firm in England, the tariff applied is not the 10% tariff imposed on the U.K., but rather the 50% 

tariff imposed on China.  This creates a logistical and paperwork nightmare. 

Furthermore, many countries’ post offices now refuse to send packages to the United States, 

including Germany and Belgium. Carriers such as DHL also refuse to transport packages from 

Germany to the U.S. 

Sellers on eBay outside the U.S. now carry this notation on their lots: “Due to US customs 

policies, the buyer of this item will need to pay import fees to the shipping carrier prior to 

delivery.” 

I am (was) bidding on a Polish cover from a Belgian dealer.  Then I got this notice: “Shipping: 

$67,50 + $0.65 per each additional item (maximum 100 items at once) DHL service only 

available at this time Regular postal service suspended at this time due to new tariff and lacking 

of details about the procedure.” The current bid on this cover is $2.25! 

Another dealer in England has posted this notice on his eBay 

listings: Figure 1 

I encourage our members to write their Congressperson to protest 

this assault on our hobby. 

 

Dr. James Mazepa, RDP 

COB Polonus Polish Philatelic Society 

 

  

Figure 1 



MAIL TO POLISH AIRMEN IN ENGLAND IN 1940 

 

Following the defeat of Poland in 1939, a group of Polish pilots escaped via Romania to France.  

After France fell to the Germans, these airmen flew to England.  Two Polish fighter squadrons, 

#302 and #303, were formed in July 1940.  For their initial training, they were sent to Blackpool, 

England, on the north-central coast of England. On August 2, 1940, they were sent to RAF 

Northolt, just north of London. Squadron #303, nicknamed “Kościuszko”, became one of the most 

celebrated RAF squadrons because it had the highest “kill” rate of any RAF fighter squadron.  Air 

Marshall Chief, Sir Hugh Dowding, head of RAF Fighter Command, said, “Had it not been for the 

magnificent contribution by the Polish squadrons and their unsurpassed gallantry, I hesitate to say 

the outcome of the Battle of Britain would have been the same.” 

 

Polish fighter and bomber personnel continued to be trained at Blackpool.  Here is an early letter 

forwarded to a Polish serviceman at “R.A.F. Station/Blackpool.” The letter was sent from 

Bridgeport, Connecticut, on 

October 31, 1940, to “London E.C. 

1, Box 277,” and forwarded to 

Blackpool. London Post Office 

Box 277 was the central collection 

box for mail to Polish military 

personnel.  

 

This letter is also of particular 

interest to U.S. Prexy collectors 

because it is a correct use of the 

difficult 24¢ Prexy to partially pay 

the 30¢ airmail rate to England.  

 

For those interested, a great movie, “303 Squadron,” is available on YouTube. Another version is 

available on HULU. This movie was made in Poland. 

 

 
New Issue highlight – World Expo 2025 Osaka Japan 
 
The past summer featured the successful World Expo in 

Osaka Japan.  Poland was well represented with an 11,000 sq 

ft pavilion.  The architecture of the pavilion represented the 

creativity gene of Poles and their value for the future of 

societies.  Located near the Water Zone, the Polish Pavilion 

represented one of the sub-themes of the Exhibition - Saving 

Lives.  The design of the expressive wooden facade, built 

using the traditional Kigumi Koho wood joining technique, is 

a nod to Polish and Japanese traditional architecture. The 

pavilion was intended to be accessible to different audiences 

and to be free of barriers.  

 

A part of the multifaceted journey through the exposition of 

the Polish Pavilion was the  figure of Frederic Chopin where 

visitors listened to the works of the prominent Polish 

composer during planned cyclical piano recitals in the 

Pavilion's concert hall.  

 

  



eBay Dealer Strikes Again! 

This letter recently appeared on eBay with the description: 

Poland 1860 10k # 1 Used On Cover Warsaw Cancel Rare Classic! $1500 

I sent the dealer a polite note telling 

him this is not a Poland #1 because, 

among other things, it is the wrong 

color.  I suggested that it is actually a 

Russia #15.  He did not reply to my 

comments, but he sent me a private 

offer to buy the cover for (only) 

$975!  The letter is still on eBay for 

$1500. 

Moral of the story:  Always check 

and double-check what we buy. Most 

dealers are honest, but they do make 

mistakes, even if it is as simple as 

checking the catalog.  Unfortunately, 

some don’t like to be corrected. 

 

 
A Polish Collector Celebrates the United States 200th Anniversary  

 

 
 

A Polish collector in Przemysl celebrated the 200th Anniversary of the United States in 1976 by 

creating a special envelope for a friend in Fairborn, Ohio.  The collector paid the air mail postage 

of 1zl. 20gr. with two prewar Polish stamps. First was the 1930 stamp (Sc. #267), which 

commemorated Washington’s 200th birthday. The second stamp is the 1938 issue (Sc. #319), 

which commemorated the 150th Anniversary of the U.S. Constitution.  

 

Were these stamps still valid for postage in 1976?  There is no backstamp, which is typical since 

the letter was not registered.  



 

 

POLPEX 1975 Honors Explorer Sadowski 
 

In 1975, the country was gearing up for the bicentennial of the United States.   Polonus joined in 

this celebratory atmosphere by honoring John Anthony Sadowski, one of the first white men to 

venture west of the Allegheny Mountains.   In 1735 Sadowski had reached the western frontier 

of Ohio and established the present site of Sandusky, Ohio, as a 

trading post.  Sadowski was the subject of the POLPEX 75 

souvenir sheet which also pictured the Fort Harrod First 

Kentucky Settlement commemorative in 1974. Fort Harrod was 

founded by the legendary Daniel Boone and Sadowski's two 

sons, James and Joseph, who accompanied Boone during his 

exploration trips.  

 

POLPEX 75 was held from February 22 and 23 at the St. James 

auditorium in Chicago and featured 15 philatelic exhibits with over 104 frames presented.   

Winning  with the Grand Award going to Dr. Miet Kamienski of Scarborough, Ontario, Canada 

for his exhibit Western Ukraine Occupation of Polish Territory 1918-19. Per all reports, 

POLPEX 1975 was a success with crowds exceeding expectations and many members 

socializing at the annual beeba!   A second souvenir sheet showed typical Polish pioneer family 

that settled in Pennsylvania.  

 

 

1932 Olympic Cover with a Polish Connection 

Submitted by Andrew Urushima 

 

As many of you know in 

addition to collecting Poland 

POW Officer Camp material, 

I’m a collector of sports and 

Olympics.  In my collection 

1932 Olympics material (which 

were held in Los Angeles), I 

have a cover with a Polish 

connection.    

 

The cover dated on August 9, 

1932, in Long Beach with the 

envelope stamped Xth Olympiad Committee, Ticket Dept., Marine Stadium.  It was the day of 

one of the rowing competitions that were held in one of the estuaries in Long Beach which was 

converted into a rowing venue.   Olympic Committee covers from 1932 are scarce and to feature 



signatures of athletes is even more rare.  This cover has the 3c and 5c Olympic issue that was 

convenience cancelled and never made it into the air mail system! 

 

Of interest, the cover it bears the autographs of 4 Polish Olympians: Jerzy Skolimowski 

(Rowing), Zygmunt Heljasz (Discus), Felicja Schabińska (80-meter Hurdles) and one whose 

signature I could not recognize though suspect it is one of the other rowing athletes from Poland.  

Skolimowski, who was a coxswain (who directs the boat but does not row), was the winner of a 

silver and bronze medal in the coxed pair and coxed four competitions, respectively. At those 

games, Poland sent 51 athletes in 4 sports and won a total of 7 medals, including 2 gold medals.   

The cover also features the autograph of Bob Pearce of Australia who won a gold medal in 

rowing.  

 

 

Cover from Poland to Kenya, 1956 

Submitted by Steve Bonowski 

 

Those who might follow my "Adventures 

in Poland Postal History" may recall that 

I like covers where more than one thing 

is happening. Yes, I have my share of 

covers going from Poland to US 

destinations that have large populations 

of Polish emigres or Polish Americans. 

My preference, though, is for more 

exotic destinations if I can find the 

covers. 

 

Here's a registered airmail 1956 cover with at 

least two things happening. First is the Nairobi 

destination. There is no received marking, but 

the cover does have a Sudan transit mark.  

Second, the cover is another good example of 

how many of the flashy Communist stamp 

issues actually got used on the mail. 

 

 

 

Cherrystone to offer the Zig Kopel Collection of Poland  

 

On October 29th, 2025, Cherrystone will offer part 1 of Zygmunt 

(“Zig”) Kopel’s tremendous collection of Poland.  Kopel was a noted 

Polish collector from the UK who passed away in 2024.    From 

Cherrystone … 

 

” Included is an excellent showing of Krakow Issues, and 

unparalleled selection of Proofs, Essays and Errors of pre-WWII and 

early post-Liberation period Poland. This is followed by an-award 

winning exhibit of First Flights and Zeppelin mail, with an 



unprecedented, mostly complete group of South and North America Flights from Port Gdansk, 

undoubtedly the largest ever presented at auction. Many of the covers in the Kopel collection 

have been used to illustrate the listings in the Fischer catalogue and the definitive "The History 

of Airmail in Poland and Its Contribution to Airmail Services of Europe (1914-1939)" by Dr. 

Kupiec-Weglinski. The sale concludes with unusual and unique items from The Anders Army in 

the Soviet Union, Polish Government in Exile issues, Warsaw Uprising, Port Gdansk and Central 

Lithuania.”   

 

Visit www.cherrystone.com for more information on this spectacular auction of rarely seen 

Polish material which includes over 400 lots. 

 

 

Polonus News……. 
 

BOSTON 2026 fast approaching! 

Boston 2026 World Expo will take place on May 23-30, 2026, at the 

Boston Convention & Exhibition Center. This show is only the twelfth 

international philatelic exhibition to be held in the United States. There 

will be an FIP competitive exhibition of approximately 3,500 frames, 

plus other special/court of honor exhibits, as well as a large FIP 

literature competition and of course a large dealer bourse.  

Polonus will be having our annual meeting in conjunction with the 

show (time TBD) so please plan on attending.  If you are planning on 

exhibiting, the deadline to submit applications were extended to October 31, 2025.  Visit their 

website at Boston2026.org for more information on this exciting show that only happens in the 

US every 10 years! 

If you are planning on going, please make your travel reservations soon.  Reservations can be 

made with discounted prices by making reservations through the Boston 2026 web site link to 

onPeak, the show’s contracted housing management firm. These will be found on the 

Boston2026.org hotel page.   

 

 

Polonus Board of Directors Election:  

 

It is time for Polonus to begin preparing for our next Board of Directors election.  Our Bylaws 

direct us to hold an election for the members of our Board of Directors every three years during 

which the eight members of the Board are elected by a vote of all members in good standing. 

 

Our next election will take place at our 2026 Annual Meeting which is scheduled to take place 

May 23-30, 2026, in Boston MA during Boston 2026.  Current Chairman of the Board and long-

time Polonus member Dr. James Mazepa has graciously agreed to serve as the Chair of the 

nominating committee.  Look for more information on the election in the December Bulletin.  

Please contact Dr. Mazepa or email us at info@polonus.org for more information if you have any 

interest in joining our board. 

 

On the judging circuit…. 

Polonus members continue to participate on the national judging circuit.  In November, Regis 

Hofman will be on the philatelic Jury at Chicagopex while Dr. James Mazepa and John Hotchner 

will be on the FIP option jury.  Regis and John were also on the jury at NOJEX this past 

http://www.cherrystone.com/
http://www.boston2026.org/


September.   We also need to mention that Dr. Edwin Andrews will be the Chief Judge at the 

Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition in January 2026! 

 

Free membership to a fellow collector! 

Polonus is offering a FREE 6-month promotional membership for new members referred by a 

member! With the membership, individuals will receive 2 Bulletins (digital or print), access to 

members only content on the website, receive our newsletters as well as all other Polonus 

member benefits. If you would like to refer a member, please send an email to info@polonus.org 

with their name, address and email address and we will take it from there.  Thank you to Juliana 

Fink for nominating a new member. 

 

Welcome new members… 

Polonus would like to extend a warm welcome to our new members: 

• Paul Pacheco, New Bedford, MA 

• Vess Tomalei, Bellfonte PA 

• Daniel Spungen, Linconshire, IL 

• Domingos Kulchynski, Brazil 

We also wanted to mention that new member Benjamin Kolek is from Pittsboro NC not 

Minnesota! 

 

New to the website… 

If you haven’t been to the website lately (www.polonus.org), we have posted Leonard 

Piszkiewicz’s exhibit “Poland - 1939- 45: Occupation – Resistance – Liberation – History from 

the Combatants’ Viewpoints.”  Leonard won a large vermeil medal for this exhibit at the most 

recent Great American Stamp Show in August.  To view this exhibit and many others visit: 

https://polonus.org/exhibits/ 

 

2026 Renewals Coming Soon 

Be on the lookout for our 2026 renewal information. We appreciate all of your support and look 

forward to having you as a continuing member. If you want to get ahead of the game please click 

https://polonus.org/paypal-portal/ to pay for next year’s dues. 

 

Polonus Bulletin 

If you are a print member, please let us know at info@polonus.org if you did not receive this 

issue.  It was sent out in mid-September so it should have been in your mailbox by the end of 

October at the latest.  A few members have noted that there were USPS delays or their issue was 

not received.  

 

For Sale 

Please visit the Polonus store on eBay to see our latest offerings. The store has recently received 

several donations which have replenished our inventory of POLPEX items.  We now have a solid 

inventory for just about every year, except 1949.  Most years are priced at $5.00 for both the 

pamphlets and souvenir sheets!   Remember Polonus members receive 10% off!  Use coupon 

code POLONUSMEMBER. 

 

mailto:info@polonus.org
https://polonus.org/exhibits/
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Future Newsletters 

As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin, feel free to 

email me at jmazepa@comcast.net or Andrew Urushima at aurushima@yahoo.com. In the 

meantime, enjoy this Newsletter! 
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