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Dear Polonus Members,
As Boston 2026 is fast approaching we have been busy preparing for this once in a decade event.
This will include a special issue of our Bulletin which you will receive in a few weeks. This is

our June issue which we worked hard to get out before the show! Enjoy this newsletter and hope
to see you in Boston!

Polonus Board of Directors

BOSTON 2026 fast approaching!

Boston 2026 World Expo will take place on May 23-30, 2026, at
BOSTON 2026 the Boston Convention & Exhibition Center. This show is only the
twelfth international philatelic exhibition to be held in the United
States. There will be an FIP competitive exhibition of
approximately 3,500 frames, plus other special/court of honor
\ exhibits, as well as a large FIP literature competition and of course
_ a large dealer bourse. The Polonus Bulletin is entered in the

WORLD EXPO ¢ Literature competition and many Polonus members are exhibiting in
the philatelic competition.

Annual Meeting...

Polonus will be having our annual meeting in conjunction with the show on May 24, 2026 at
Ipm in Meeting 13C (level 1) so please plan on attending. We are also trying to plan some
informal get togethers possibly for lunch, dinner or drinks Visit their website at Boston2026.org
for more information on this exciting show that only happens in the US every 10 years!

Volunteers Needed....

Polonus' presence at Boston 2026 will include a society booth in at Society Booth 7 in the
Europe Pavilion! This is a great time to help the society and to meet Polonus members from
around the world. While most Polonus officers will be attending, we need volunteers from
our membership to staff our booth. Please contact Ed Andrews with your expected dates of
show attendance so we formulate our schedule for booth coverage. We only need a few hours of
your time over the 8 days of the show !. Ed's email is mrzadoral @gmail.com. Thanks in
advance for your help and support.
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New Issue highlight — Poland at the 2026 Winter Olympics

In February, the Polish Post issued a stamp honoring the Polish
athletes competing in the 2026 Winter Olympic Gaames in

Milan-Cortina. Polish Post has a long tradition of honoring E
Polish Athletes and has issued stamps for most of the past games. ,6( ‘
The stamp features dynamic silhouettes of winter sport athletes |
representing speed skating, alpine skiing and biathlon. The 3
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The photos present members of the Polish Olympic Team for the Milan—Cortina 2026 Olympic
Winter Games: Kaja Ziomek-Nogal (speed skating), Maryna Gasienica-Daniel (alpine skiing)
and Konrad Badacz (biathlon). On the right side of the stamp appears the logo of the Polish
Olympic Team — Team PL, symbolizing the national team competing at the XXV Olympic
Winter Games Milan—Cortina 2026.

As for the games themselves. Poland came away with four medals. Poland continued to show
their prowess in ski jumping and came away three medals( 2 silver and one bronze) led by
Kacper Tomasiak and Pawel Wasek. The competition also featured Polish ski jumping legend
Kamil Stoch. The final medal (silver) was won by Vladimir Semirunniy in speed skating.

Warsaw to Kansas City 1910
Submitted by Steve Bonowski
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Warszawa Waglrze Nodciols Sqo Nrzyze

This postcard from 1910 opens another field of Polish philately for me, and perhaps others. This
would be the pre-World War I era. The card was mailed from Warsaw to Kansas City perhaps in
July, 1910, using a Russian stamp. Thankfully, it got a receiver mark in Kansas City for August
22, 1910, before forwarding to Chicago, which confirms its time period.

For speed, I consulted Google Translate instead of my Polish dictionary or the phrase book. The
card shows the "Interior of the Church of the Holy Cross." This is one of two religious cards,
plus several tattered covers, that came with an ancient Polish collection that I acquired at auction
in August, 2025. As an aside, I'll be doing some philatelic writing and working on my "keeper"
collections through the end of the year. Poland is one of those. I'm excited to see the results of
merging existing Polish material with several extensive collections that I've purchased in recent
years.



1922 Huta Laura Cover
Contributed by Ed Andrews

The front and back images are from a
formular postcard of The Mining
Administration of the United Kings - and
Laura Hut A.-G. Mine Department,
specifically the Laura Hut Mine. (also
smelting works). The PC is dated March
15, 1922, during the Upper Silesia
Plebiscite period and is franked with Scott
24 and 26. The destination is Brieg (Brzeg,
southwest Silesia).

The German spelling of Laurahiitte is today referred to
as Huta Laura, and is a former municipality in the area
of Siemienowicz Slaskie. It was established as a
conglomerate of several patronage settlements built in
the years 1833—1835 by the “Laura” steelworks (named
Laura for the wife of the owner). In 1873, the
Laurahiitte court area was created, and became an
independent municipality in 1890. After WWI, the
Prussian Government merged the municipalities of Huta
Laura and Siemianowice, forming the municipality of
Laurahiitte-Siemianowitz (in Polish. Laurahiitte-
Siemianowice), and in 1927, under the Silesian Sejm
Act, the municipality of Huta Laura-Siemianowice was
renamed Siemianowice Slaskie.

During WWII the German’s used the steel works for the
production of anti-aircraft guns under the aegis of
Rheinmetall-Borsig AG, part of the Reichswerke Hermann Goring. Some of the buildings at the
works were also converted to “other use” as a sub-camp of Auschwitz, under the command of
SS-Oberscharfiihrer Walter Quakernack. The sub-camp was in existence from April 1944 —
January 23, 1945 and nearly 1000 male prisoners, mostly Jews from The Netherlands, Belgium,
Poland, France, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. In January 1945 the prisoners were evacuated by
train to the Mauthausen concentration camp (east of Lintz in Upper Austria).

The Laurahiitte sub-camp is commemorated with stone tablets located on the front wall of the
administration building of the “Jedno$¢” smelter at 27 ul Stycznia in Siemianowice Slaskie.

References:
Various Wikipedia sites and https://subcamps-auschwitz.org/auschwitz-subcamps/arbeitslager-
laurahutte/



THE UNITED STATES OVERRUN COUNTRY SERIES REVERSE PRINTINGS
Dr. James Mazepa, RDP

The United States Overrun Country series (1943-1944) has two varieties collectors look for, the
double prints and the reverse prints. The double prints are a legitimate printing error caused by a
“studder” and restart in the printing process. Unlike the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
which prints its stamps in a north-south direction, the ORC stamps were printed in an east-west
direction; thus, only certain rows show the doubling, not the entire sheet. The reverse printings
are a different story.

I was fortunate to acquire a collection/accumulation of the ORC stamps, which included the
original owner’s extensive contemporary clippings from Linn’s, STAMPS MAGAZINE, and
other philatelic publications, as well as his correspondence with other collectors during the time
the ORCs were issued. What I learned is that the double printings and reverse printings were
well known and studied from the very beginning of the series.

While the double-prints gained recognition in the catalog, the reverse prints remained an
afterthought until the early 2000s, when collectors, and especially dealers, “rediscovered” these
varieties. The American Banknote Company, which printed the ORC stamps, was very secretive
about the printing process and eventually destroyed its records that would have shed light on
how the stamps were printed. One reason the ABNC was asked to print the ORC series was that
a multi-color process was needed, but the Bureau was unable to do so due to the volume of
printing required for the war effort. Without going into extensive detail, careful studies of flag
colors have given us some insight into the printing process. There is no doubt that the ABNC
experimented with the sequence of the color printings. Some flags had two colors; others had
three colors.

It is a fact that ALL THE ORC STAMPS HAVE “REVERSE PRINTS”. Those with three colors
even have double or “triple” reverse printings. These are not “errors”, but printing varieties. As
such, I question if they should be listed with a Scott number, as some are with fantastic
valuations, or just a footnote.

There was a rush to get the stamps printed. The first public notice of the series by the Post Office
Department was on May 11, 1943, and the first stamp, the POLAND flag, was issued on June 22,
1943. It can be inferred that the ABNC was not concerned with what they considered printing
trials, which basically all looked the same. For instance, for #909, the POLAND flag, the black
over red and the red over black made little difference, and the ABNC released all the stamps they
produced to the Post Office Department. The question becomes, which is the “normal” print, or
is there a “normal” print?
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Figures 3 and 4 — Dark Black Shade

While both varieties can be found on FDCs, the red over black is more common on early uses,
and the black over red on later uses, but this is a generalization based on my experience. Another
problem is that the “red” is printed in a wide range of shades, making red over black difficult to
see. The easiest to see is when the “red” is the dark, intense shade (figures 1 and 2). The black

can be seen in shades from dark to light, making this variety difficult unless one has a copy with
the dark black shade (figures 3 and 4).

Unused and used copies of #909 are relatively easy to find, and one can do an interesting study
of the shades of the red and the black from dark to light. The Scott catalog listed a used copy of
the reverse printing at $150.00, clearly way more than its true value. An example can be had for
$12-§15, but I suggest one can easily be found in any batch of #909.
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POLPEX 1946

80 years ago, Polonus members gathered Polpex 1946, the first
Polonus show after the end of World War II. Held at the Polish POLONEZ KOSCIUSZKI

Polish Roman Catholic Museum in Chicago, to Polpex 1946
viewed a thorough picture or Polish philately as it was painted
by the exhibits from Polonus members. True, the exhibits of’
Polish stamps dominated the show, but it was a collection of
Heligoland from Ben Reeves that won the Grand Award. In
addition, Reeve’s also received the S.P.A. Research Award.

The Polpex 1946 souvenir sheet was dedicated to the 200 ’JI) h‘
anniversary of the birth of Thaddeus Kosciuszko. Kosciuszko, 1o/ dvi . 40 A

a Pole by birth, and an American by adoption. The “'Polonez Céé
Kosciuszko" . is a famous Polish song dedicated to his spirit. souw ras. 1, vee
Translated literally, the words are : "Look Kosciuszko from the S
heavens above, How the blood of our enemies flows.' The ::g BES;ST‘:&LTAX‘%HRRE&TS—
spirit of Kosciuszko is endowed in the spirit of all Poles who POLAND! HE IS THY SON!

like t he ir great compatriot, are already to lay down their lives COLUMBIA! ALSO THINE!"

ALMER

for the cause of freedom.

The Kosciuszko stamp used on the sheet is one of a series of

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
POLPEX, 1946

FEB. 9,10, 11,12 CHICAGO, ILL.

charity stamps portraying famous Poles, issued during World

War I before Poland's independence. The poem by William Palmer , was dedicateed to
Kosciuszko in honor of his chivalrous deeds in the fight for American independence. The price
of the souvenir sheets descriptive folder and an imperforate and perforated sheet was fifteen (15)

cents!

e

Kosciuszko to be featured in the Figures of the American Revolution series

3

Polish military engineer whose
fortifications helped win
the Battle of Saratoga

2 <
THADDEUS KOSCIUSZKO ¢

In conjunction with the Boston 2026 show and commemorating the 250th
anniversary of the United States, USPS will issue a pane of 25 stamps
that pays tribute to 25 individuals whose ideas, leadership and sacrifices
were vital to achieving American independence and shaping the new
nation. Thaddeus Kosciuszko was honored to be one of 25 individuals to
be a part of this historic set. As a colonel in the Continental Army during
the Revolutionary War, Kosciuszko was an accomplished military
architect and designed and oversaw the construction of state-of-the-art
fortifications, including those at West Point, New York. The sheet of 25 is
beautifully superimposed on the Declaration of Independence. A special
dedication of the set will take place at the show at 11 a.m. on Friday May
29. (Stamps were officially issued on April 10, 2026)



For Sale — 2022 Fischer Volume 2

Last Call....6 Copies Left!

FISCHER

With thanks to our past-president Hank Bieniecki, we still have 6
2022 Fischer Catalog, Volume 2 available. This 756-page full-
color catalog was expanded by over 150 pages. Added are
descriptions and values for emissions previously unlisted or just
3 notated also illustrations, descriptions, and values for previously
= . unlisted or notated key early postal history.

Y
KATAL O G The original price was $90 and we are offering these for $50
o Lt S i (including postage and handling within the US) with all proceeds
POLSKICH ZNAKOW . . :
POCZTOWYCH supporting Polonus! If you are interested please send an email to
(i z Polska zwiazanych) info@polonus.org to secure a copy. We will provide payment
2 O 2 2 info once we confirm we still have copies available. This is a
TOM 1l great opportunity to get a copy of this catalog at a discounted
price while supporting Polonus!

Polonus News.......

Special issue of the Polonus Bulletin coming in June May!

Look out for our next issue where we will feature the philately
surrounding the 1966 Millennium of Christianity. The lead article will
feature Ron Klimley’s large gold award winning article “The 1966 Polish
Millennium Stamp”. Other articles will include the Vatican issue
commemorating the millennium and the philatelic material of the 1966 ¢
Australian Polish Philatelic Society Exhibition (Polphil 1966). UNITED

STATES

For Sale

Thanks to members and non-members alike, our eBay store has had record sales for the first few
months of 2026!. Please visit the Polonus store on eBay to see our latest offerings. The store has
recently received several donations which have replenished our inventory of POLPEX items.

We now have a solid inventory for just about every year, except 1949. Most years are priced at
$5.00 for both the pamphlets and souvenir sheets! We even have a few of the 1966 Polpex
sheets! Remember Polonus members receive 10% off! Use coupon code POLONUSMEMBER.

Future Newsletters

As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin, feel free to
email me at jmazepa@comcast.net or Andrew Urushima at aurushima@yahoo.com. In the
meantime, enjoy this Newsletter!
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