
 
 

NEWSLETTER #16 

Summer 2026 

Dear Polonus Members, 

Now that our big International Exhibition is over, I would like to offer some random thoughts on 

this event. Our President, Ron Klimley, will give a complete review in the next Bulletin. I had 

the privilege of serving on the Organizing Committee and the Jury.  An International FIP 

Exhibition can be held in a country only once every ten years; our last International was in New 

York in 2016.  The ten-year gap gives the opportunity for new creative ideas, but also means 

there is a new Organizing Committee (mostly) with little experience from the previous 

Exhibition.  Having said this, I can report that I believe this Exhibition was a resounding 

success!. Yes, there were a few glitches, but that should be expected. An unexpected problem 

was the political situation.  Several countries, as well as exhibitors, refused to participate because 

of our president's policies, as well as fear of the Tariff situation upon entry to the U.S. This 

created a logistical problem of filling empty frames and a financial issue due to lost income.  On 

the other hand, of those who did attend, I had the opportunity to greet worldwide friends whom I 

have not seen for years.  

Most everyone agreed the old model of an eight-day exhibition is too long. I’m sure going 

forward these exhibitions will be four- or at most five-day events. Such Internationals are unique 

events to see the best of the best philatelic exhibits, as well as material from the dealers. One 

dealer had SEVEN U.S. C3a inverts displayed for sale.  Another dealer had two more! Plenty of 

“eye candy” in the exhibits and at the dealers.  

I have to mention the Polonus Booth was great idea.  It created a place to meet and greet Polonus 

members and attract new members. THANKS, Ron.  I hope to be around for the next U.S. 

International in 2036, now proposed for San Francisco. Yes, work is already underway to start 

this event! 

Dr. James Mazepa 

Chairman of the Board 

 

BOSTON 2026 in the rear view mirror! 

 

It has now been a few months since Boston 2026 World Expo.  By all 

accounts it was a very successful show for Polonus.  We will have full 

recap of the show in the September issue of the Bulletin but wanted to 

take time to thank all of you who attended the show.    

 

In the exhibition, Polonus was well represented most notably with Dr. 

Jerzy Kuipiec-Weglinski’s exhibit “Airmail in the Polish Territories 

(1914-1939)” in the championship class.  In total Polonus members 

had 10 exhibits garnering many high awards, this included a Vermeil 

for our Polonus Bulletin in the literature class. 



 

We held our annual meeting at the show and formally installed our new board and officers.  We 

would also like to thank Bogdan Pelc who presented at the meeting. See a summary of his 

presentation below.   

 

Warsaw Ghetto Mail 1941 

Contributed by Dr. James Mazepa, RDP 

 

In November 1940 the Warsaw Ghetto 

became a closed area. Until December 

1941 it was possible for people in the 

Ghetto to receive mail.  

 

This postal card was sent on April23, 

1941, from the Bronx, New York with a 

prepaid return postal card attached. 

Additional stamps were affixed for the 

air mail postage of 30 cents (“by 

Clipper”). Upon receipt, the card was 

censored by the Supreme Command of 

the German Army as indicated by the 

red circle with the Nazi swastika and the 

four number-in-rectangle censor marks.. 

The card was delivered on May 20th to the Ghetto.  There the black boxed Ghetto arrival 

postmark was applied. At the top of the postmark is the abbreviation “R.Z.wW./20 V 41 / 

S.P.D.Z.” (Rada Żydowska w Warszawie = The Council of the Jews in Warsaw), and at the 

bottom “S.P.D.Z.” (Składnica Pocztowa Dzielnica Żydowskiej = Postal Depot of the Jewish 

District). 

 

Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto organized their own mail delivery system which was financed by 

collecting a delivery fee.  The violet delivery fee rubber stamp “30 gr./ S.P.D.Z.” was the charge 

for the delivery of mail from abroad. Mail from the United States with replied paid postal cards 

is very difficult and is eagerly sought after by U.S. postal stationery collectors. 

 

 

1958 Cover from Poland to Andorra 

Submitted by Steve Bonowski 

 

 

Above: Express 

handstamp on reverse 



 

Above is a 1958 first day cover commemorating the 140th Anniversary of the University of 

Warsaw.   The interesting cachet features an artist’s rendering of the Kazimierz Palace on the 

Warsaw campus.  What is interesting about this first day cover is that it was sent from Poland to 

Andorra La Vella. According to the cover, it was to go via France, not Spain, and so likely went 

through Toulouse Airport. Unfortunately, there are no transit or receipt markings. The only 

marking is an express marking that appears on the envelope’s reverse.   

 

In 2026, Andorra is an outdoor recreation and financial services power house, with a current 

population range from 83,000 to 89,000, depending on which reference one reads. In 1958, 

Andorra was an isolated, rural, enclave with a population of about 8,000.  

 

I don't have access to a census of covers entering and leaving Andorra in 1958, if one has 

actually been done. An educated guess would be that there weren't many to begin with, with 

fewer in existence now.  

 

 

The Płock Prestamp Circular Bilingual Postmark: Error or Philatelic Passive-
Aggressive Behavior? 
 

The prestamp period in the 

“Kingdom” of  Poland (Russian 

Occupation) began in 1815 

when the Congress of Vienna 

finalized the borders of the 

occupying powers of the former 

Polish State.  The types of 

prestamp postmarks began with 

the town name and Latin date 

beneath. These were slowly 

replaced with straight-line 

postmarks, with and without 

boxes, and then circular 

postmarks.  As Russification 

intensified,  postmarks were gradually required to be bilingual, Russian and Polish.  After the 

insurrection of 1863, all postmarks had to be bilingual.  Straight-line postmarks had Russian at 

the top and Polish underneath.  Circular postmarks were to have Russian at the left or top, and 

Polish at the right or bottom. 

 

Many years ago, a prominent 

Polish collector of postal history 

told me this story.  In the city of 

Płock, the circular postmark 

(figure 1 - above) had the Russian 

name on the left of the circle, as 

required.  However, due to strong 

anti-Russian sentiment, the 

postmaster “inverted” the date so 

that the Polish name was on the 

left (figure 2 - left) and the 

Russian on the right. 

 

An error, or nationalistic passive-aggressive behavior?  You decide.  -- JPM 

 



 

 

Poland and the World Cup 
 
Hopefully many enjoyed the World Cup soccer matches and 

cheered on your favorite team.  So you ask.. what about Poland? 

In World Cup history, Poland has participated in nine World Cup 

tournaments beginning with the 1938 World Cup and finished 

third twice (1974 and 1982)  Most recently Poland managed to 

qualify for 2018 and 2022 FIFA World Cups, but failed qualify 

for this year’s tournament.  

 

As with other major sporting milestones, Poland post has issued 

stamps honoring both competitions, teams and individual 

athletes.  In 1982, the year they came in third place, Poland issued a stamp featuring a Spanish 

bull and soccer ball as that year’s tournament was held in Spain!  

 

 

 

POLPEX 1956  
 

70 years ago, Polonus members gathered at the annual Polpex 1956 

exhibtion at the Falcons Hall  in Chicago.  As always, Polpex attracted a 

large gathering both old friends and new collectors.  

 

The competitive philatelic exhibition was won by  John C. Crimlisk of 

Filey, Yorkshire England with his exhibit consisting of covers from 

Napoleon's Grand Army in Poland, Prestamp, Russian stamps with 

Poland town cancellations and Polish Stationery. Crinlisk was awarded 

the Col. Larking Trophy for the third year in succession and thus retired 

the Larking Trophy for his accomplishment.  The 

“Best Poland Other Than Grand Award" was 

given to Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz for his exhibit of 

Poland No. 1 

 

Pictured at left is he Polpex 1956 souvenir sheet 

designed by Myron Steczynski.  The design featured the the famous 

Black Madonna of the Jasna Gora Monastery of Czestochowa.  The sheet 

also depicted The monastery on the 1937 issue commemorating the Jasna 

Gora monastery (right). 

 

   

Westward Ho!  Polonus at WESTPEX 2027 

 

Our 2027 annual meeting will be at WESTPEX from 

April 23-25, 2026 at the San Francisco Airport 

Marriott Waterfront Hotel. We are lucky to be a 

featured society at this show as it is one of the 

premier WSP shows in the US. We hope to have 50+ 

frames of Polish exhibits at this show so please plan 

to exhibit.  We will have more information on the 

show as it becomes available closer to the show.   

 



 

 

 

For Sale …..  
 

We have for sale a few copies of Dr. Jerzy W. Kupiec-

Węgliński’s new book The History of Airmail in Poland and 

Its Contribution to Airmail Services of Europe (1914-1939).  

Jerzy’s monograph focuses on the development and 

operations of airmail services on Polish territories throughout 

25 years of turbulent European history from WWI to 

WWII. The work reviews the evolution of domestic and 

international airmail routes recognized by the Polish postal 

administration. It showcases rare examples from experimental 

flights, air rallies, and transcontinental journeys. It also 

features unique examples of zeppelin-flown mail from 

Poland, the Polish Post in the Free City of Danzig, and 

remarkable salvaged mail from air disasters. The hardbound 

book includes 424 pages containing over 700 illustrations and 

is a must have for collectors of Polish aerophilately.  If 

interested please contact us at info@polonus.org. First come first served! $65.00 per copy post 

paid (member price, delivery  

 

 

Imperial Russian Stamps - their classification and usage in the Kingdom of Poland 1858–

1915.  Presentation by Bogdan Pelc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our Annual Meeting at Boston 2026, we were very fortunate to have Bodgan Pelc present 

“Imperial Russian Stamps –their classification and usage in the Kingdom of Poland 1858–

1915”.  This fascinating presentation showcased many early and rare usages.  Bogdan is an PZF 

recognized expert for stamps of the First Republic of Poland, the Duchy of Warsaw, and the 

Kingdom of Poland in the years 1764–1915.  To see his entire presentation visit our website at 

https://polonus.org/exhibits-pelc2/. 

 

  

Left: Unique usage Mi.1 

and Mi 2 on a single 1858 

letter to Vilnius. One of 

the gens of Polish and 

Russian Philately! 

 

mailto:info@polonus.org


 

 

Polonus News……. 
 

Welcome New Members!   

 
We would like to welcome the following new members from around the world to Polonus.  

Many signed up as a result of our participation at Boston 2026 World Expo. Please refer a 

philatelic friend to join Polonus! 

• Robert Young – Danbury, CT 

• Evangelos Alevrontas – Astoria, NY 

• Andy Coombs – Montrose, CA 

• Hugon Karwoski – Chapel Hill, NC 

• Jennifer Dulemba – Linden, NJ 

• Charles Garniewicz – Worcester, MA 

• Manda Kowalczyk – Alexandria, VA 

• Esa Kärkäs – Parola, Finland 

• Mary Worrest – Palmyra, VA 

• Przemyslaw Lasek – Avon, UK 

 

Thank you…. 

Thank you to Steve Bonowski and the Kronenberg family for their generous monetary and in-

kind donations.  We are pleased to report that the Kronenberg family donated a portion of Dr. 

Kronenberg’s research library to Polonus.  We will offer these items through our eBay store and 

through the newsletter and Bulletin. 

 

For Sale 

Thanks to members and non-members alike, our eBay store has had record sales for the first few 

months of 2026!.  Please visit the Polonus store on eBay to see our latest offerings. The store has 

recently received several donations which have replenished our inventory of POLPEX items.  

We now have a solid inventory for just about every year, except 1949.  Most years are priced at 

$5.00 for both the pamphlets and souvenir sheets!  We even have a few of the 1966 Polpex 

sheets!  Remember Polonus members receive 10% off!  Use coupon code POLONUSMEMBER. 

 

Future Newsletters 

As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin, feel free to 

email me at jmazepa@comcast.net or Andrew Urushima at aurushima@yahoo.com. In the 

meantime, enjoy this Newsletter! 
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