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Historical Review of the Polish Postal Service * 
by W. DeRachmanow 

translated by Stephen G. Rich 

(This section comorises i;art of tne 
introdu'ction to the Rachmano ·.. a ... ,. 
l 'ola n ski boo:, on Po:and i;udished in 
Vienna in 193!i. Tlw m a terial is n 1 
found in the Po anski book of 1922 ex-­
cept for a few isolated fragments. In 
:ma l{ing this translation n othing h as 
been omitted a nd the utmost care has 
been taken to transla te into term .; 
tha t w ill be understood by the Amer­
:can r eader, even at the expense of 
uisin g American r ather than Polish 
postal terms.) 

Th e heg·innings of Polish Postal 
Service reach back into the early 
Middle Ages . At fir s t we are dealing 
h owever, with the transmission of 
corresponden ce through officers ·pre-

viously existing and commandeered 
for t his s ervice, which served the 
lloyal Court and the state administra­
tions. Therefore in this conn ection 
we may not s peak of a post in the 
modern sense of the word. Such prim-
1tive arrangements, w hich con stitu te 
the r eal start of postal services are_ 
met with, first in the re ign of King 
·, ' •lesiav Ch robry (992 t o 1095). This 
k ing is reported, as it is worded , to 
"have turned over postal service:, or 
rather the forwarding of messages by 
cor vees, to t h e cities ." l) 

Later it was the royal l, ou · e of 
the Piastos that extended these ar­
rangements under the · designation of 

* Reprinted by permission o: '.·' l'AMPS . 

Polish Post Cart and Post House of the 1815 Period . (Plate A of the poJan­
ski 1922 book a n d t h e Rach m a now -Polanski tn!i book) 



"Angarla" and also added a definite 
rate for carriage across the leve1 
portions of the country. 

Without special authorization no- . 
body was allowed to hire out horses 
and wagons . .If anyone was auth or­
ized to do so, he had to make a sped­
fled charge for the h orses a nd for 
the wagon. Relations with other coun­
tries, and above a ll the carriage of 
Jetters to other countries particularly 
con cerned merchants who very often 
traded abroad. For the more important 
official communications· special cour­
iers were frequently employed. 

A postal service in our sense was 
tirst set up under King Sigismund 
August (1548 to 1572). At the start, 
however, it was only for the private 
communications of the sovereign. Be­
ginning in the year 1558, the King 
assigned to Prosper Provana, who was 
th'en of standing and influence at his 
court, an Italian by birth, the privil­
~•ge of setting up and conducting a 
r·ostal Service which was to maintain 
exchange of · letters between Venice 
and Cracow. Along the entire route 
stations for change of horses were set 
up. 

Four years later, in 1562, Christo­
pher T a xis, a member of that famous 
family of Taxis which were the true 
founders of Postal Service in Europe, 
took over this postal route. By s pec­
ial d·ecree Christopher Taxis was ob-
1iged to transmit Royal letters with­
.out cost or charge · to Venice, Raine, 
Naples, and other states. (2) 

Mr. Taxis also had the right to 
a.ccept private letters and the charge 
for their carriage by his postal service. 
T•he rate was 6 groszy for letters UiJ 
to 1 loth in weight. (3) A Jetter from 
Cracow to Venice required about ten 
days in transit. Mr. Taxis received 
l.500 thalers per year for setting up 
and managing the postal service. 
When he nevertheless was not able 
to mairttain service as agreed, the 
post office was trans~erred, first to 

(1) The corvee was forced unpaid 
labor furnished by serfs.-Translator. 

(2) The reader will recall that at 
this period Venice was a powerful Re­
public ; Rome was the Capital of the 
!States of the Church a nd Naples the 
Capital of an Important K ingdom. 
-Translator. 

(3)· According to Information at 
hand the groszy was approximately 
6c at this period and the loth, even as 
now , approximately ½ ounce.-Trans­
lator. 

one Peter Maffon and later to the 
Montelupi Family. 

After the dea th of Sigismund Aug­
ust there was a halt in the develop­
ment of the post. In the year 1583 
King Stefan Batory set up posta, 
service and assigned a monopoly to 
Sebastian Montelupi in the following 
'Words: 

"We Stefan, by the grace of God. 
etc. 

"Since We recognize the usefulness 
of the Postal Service which Our most . 
renown ed precursor Sigismund Aug­
ust has introduced, we assign to thE: 
F'lorentine Nobleman Sebastian MOn­
telupi and to his nephew Valerius, 
v.hose fitness for this work has al­
ready been shown, this service. We 
iass'ign to them all postal routes, 
which they shall maintain at the,, 
own expense under the conditi . n tha L 

.en the route from Cracow to Venic« 
they shall maintain so many reby; 
for change of horses that the carrier.< 
~hall be able to journey from C'raco ..r 
to Venice and from Venice back to 
Cracow in 15 days for the round t ,·i ,; . 
·we also decree that the ~ervice sh:dl 
he so set up that it sh all r un tw.ce 
in each month, that is, 24 t imes per 
year, from Cracow to Venice and from 
Venice to Cracow. The postal officia!s 
who shall be emp)oyed on Our service 
a re required to wear Our badges. of 
rank and Our arms on their clothing. 

"If We journey from Cracow to an­
other city, the aforenamed Sebastian 
Montelupi and his nephew are ob­
}igated to cause letters and every­
thing which arrives in the mail to 
be delivered at Warsaw at their o'wn 
expense and by the quickest route. 

"We assign the directorship of 
Fostal Service to this Sebastian Mon­
telupl and his nephew Valerius for 
five years beginning February 15, 1583, 
with a salary of 1000 Polish Gulden 
which shall be paid to them quarterly 
,,ut of Our treasury in Cracow. 

"With this, Our Royal warrant, we 
direct all Our faithfu l servants to 
recogn ize the aforenamed Valerius as 
the privileged heads of the Postal 
Service and to cooperate with him in 
al] matters affecting the service. To 
the Highly Laudable Jan Dulskl, Cas­
tella n at Chelm, Royal Treasurer, and 
to the Highly Laudable Hiacynth 
l\ilodzlejewskl, Our Court Treasurer, 
we Issue Instructions to pay the p r e­
viously named sum of 1000 Polish 
gulden to the Director of the Postal 



Service regularly and to take a receipt 
for it. vVe promise to punish those for 
fa ilure to follow Our regulations. 

"This contract has no influence on 
the agreement between the Queen, 
our most r enowned spouse and tne 
i:tforenamed Sebastian Montelupi fo, 
the handling of the Postal Service , 
si nce the latter promises to accept 
a.11 duties which he heretofore ha~ 
pledged hJmself to perform. 

"As fee for private letters which 
are entrusted to the Postal Service, 
we establish four Polish groszy with­
ou t regard to the distance of the place 
from which the letter has been sent. 

"We exempt from the payment of 
this tax the holy orders of the Fran­
ciscans, Bernha rdines, Dominican , 
.'\.ug ustines, and Carmelites. We de ­
~ire that their letters shall be accept­
.:d by the Postal Service without 
charge. 

"Given in NiepolL m '.ce January 2 , 
1538; 7th year of Our .Reign." 

From the preceding document we 
IPa. ·n that the rate of postage had 
been lowered from 6 to 4 groszy. 

The head post office was Jocatecl 
in CraC JW in the house of Montelupis 
on T ,1e Circle. Here the separate post 
routes which we have noted as being 
mentioned, joined. 

The success ::>r of King Stefan Ba­
tory, Sigismund III, had the intention, 
a~: may be seen from the Constitution 
of 1620, of abolishing the use of pri­
vately paid couriers a nd establishing 
a postal service which would make 
it possible for everyone to send let­
ters and other communications once 
R week without great expense. The 
exe2ut10n of this project was, never­
theless, not carried through until 
under his s uccessor Ladislaus IV. In 
the year 1647 he did away with F·eudal 
(corvee) c.mriers and imposed a tax 
for the maintenance of postal service, 
the so -called, "Quarter Money." 

The later rulers confirmed and ex­
tended the postal arrangements. The 
·ordnance of 1647 and 1650, at the t.im l! 
of J hn Kasimir, set up postal service 
in the Grand Duchy of Lithuan'a. 
Postal service was to be so arran<:sed 
"that it will be conducted according 
to the best system." An edict of the 
year 1659 calls upon the cities and 
vilhges to pay over to the postmast­
ers t he "quarter money of the couriers 
for past and immediately future per­
iods" imposed in the year 1647. 

A further ordinance of the year 

:~67 approves the establishment of a 
local post by the Provincial Council 
of Przemysl between Przemysl, War­
saw, Lublin, Lwow and Cracow. The 
~ame ordinance further establishes 
that other sections of the Kingdom 
are to be allowed to establish "postai 
service on various routes with the 
s.ame right and privileges." In 1673, 
l 677 and 1678 there appeared furthe1 
I ostal ordinances for Lithuania. 

The ordinance of 1677 confirmed 
the earlier postal laws within the 
Kingdom of Poland frcm the years 
1647 and 1659. Further reg ulations as 
to postal arrangements a nd postal 
routes in Lithuania are included in 
the edic t of 1717. 

l<~lnally, a local post office was set 
up in the year 1626 In the County of 
Nowogrodek . 

The most importa nt steps towards 
es tablishing regulated postal com­
munications were made in the reign 
of King Stanislaus Augustus. Postal 
stations were set up along the more 
important post roads; and In War­
saw, the capital, the court post office 
was estab:ished. In addition there ap­
peared regulations for mall carriers 
as well as a fixed r a te of postage for 
lettes. Besides this we find also var­
ious proposals for establishment of 
JJrepaid rates and so forth . At the 
time of the Diet in the year 1764, 
Stanislaus Augustus mentioned in the 
"Artlculi pactorum conventorum'' the 
importance of a well organized postal 
,,ervice a g a government establish­
ment of general utility, which had to 
be developed without too great cost 
to the people. The reforms of postal 
&ervice under Stanislaus Augustus 
brought mall service to a notable 
'height of development, as mentioned 
in the accounts of the travels of 
foreigners who then visited Poland. 

When the Grand Duchy of Warsaw 
was erected in 1807, the newly estab­
lished General Postal Administration 
headed by Ignace Za,janczek received 
control of postal service. In 1809 there 
began regular postal service between 
Warsaw and Poznan by means of six 
coaches built after the French style. 
On the other routes, for example, be­
tween Breslau and Warsaw, between 
Danzig and Warsaw, 12 coaches were 
used. When Zajanczek died In 1810, 
Sartorious, van Schwanenfeld was 
made head of the Postal Administra­
tion. His successor was Lipows1d In 
1815. When the Kingdom of Poland 



was established, Councillor Sumins l, l 
W 'LS installed as General Postal Di­
rte ~or in charge o~ the service. 

In the first years of existence ot 
the K ingdom of Poland there were in 
the entire realm 178 postal offices 
, 25 post offices and 153 pos t a l sta ­
tions ) _whic h employed over 939 horseci 
f or transport. In addition to these, 
horses were occasionally secured for 
business agents, couriers an!l extra 
;,iails. The pc,s ta l office3, were loca t ed 
in spec ial buildings wh:ch were al. 
i,onstructed according -to a part:cular 
style. 

These were houses set level with 
the ground with a front of four t , 
six windows and a high steep ro of. 
Within the territory of the for::ne : 
Kingdom of Pola nd the re ca n be see~, 
-even today on the ear!ier main road2 
h e re and there s l\Ch o ld characteristic 
p ostal buildings. 

With the la pse of t ime the inde-
1,endence of the Postal Administration 
of the Kingdom of Po·and w as con­
tinually more limited for political 
reasons. Thus the "General Post Ad­
mrnistration" was changed to a me re 
"Postal Administration" in 1843. Late , 
in the ;year 1851, it was made th e 
"Headquarters of the 13th Postal Di ;­
trict" and at the same . time subord n­
&ted to the Russian Post Office D e­
pa rtment. Some years later this head­
quarters was reorganized and receiv­
ed the name "Headquarters of the 
Postal District of the Kingdom af 
Poland. Finally, on September 1, 1858, 
the pos ta l organiza tion came unde ,· 
the direction of the Regent and Coun­
cil o{ the -King dom of Poland, th •1 3 
becoming ind-:>pendent again, and wa -; 
1·,amed "Post al Administration of t h e 
Kingdom of Poland." In 1861 a postal 
.ordinance appeared, which uniffed 
the various· branches of posta l act ­
ivity and contained the various sorts 
pf regulations for handling of letters, 
postal rates, etc. 

The post office played a special 
part in the Janua ry Revolution. The 
central and local organizations used 
ir. the mails for transmitting the d e­
crees and the correspondence of the 
National Committee with the rebels 
in Poland and Lithuania. Likewise, 
postal officials did many importa nt 
services for ·the national cause. T 0 
this effect we learn from Russia n 
records of inquiry on the· rebellion 
of 1~63. 

On the basis of the ordinance. o f 

December 19, 1866, the "Pvs tal Au­
ministration of the Kingdom of P -J ­
land" was subordin ated t o Rus~ia:, 
;,ost office offic ialdom and was f , , m ­
ed into t ,rn so-called "ViTes t e rn Posta . 
Dis tric t ." This w as d issolved in 1871 
.n it ,:. p lace fo u r pos tal s uperintend­
::: nts fo r the a r ea c f th e K ing do m oi 

. o,an d too,, office. Thes e a dminis ­
trative cha nges a boli she d the Jas e 
remnants of a ny a utonom y which Po ­
land n ow p , s ,;essed in pos tal matters. 
They brought Poland like a ll other 
Russian postal services under th e 
comm a nd of the Post Office Depa rt­
m ent in St. Petersburg. 

POLONUS PHl,LATELIC SO~IETY 
Officers 

,T. J. Domar, President 
3715 Clinton Ave .. Ber wyn , Ill. 

Myron E. Steczynski, Vice P r esident 
4154 N. Lec la ire Ave., C h icagc, 

John Bobo, Secretary 
2624 N . M.onticello Ave., Chica£ ' ' 

J·. P. Rux, Treasurer 
6136 W . Addison St., Chica, .-, 

Ch ester Mikucki, His t orian a nd 
Librarian 

1844 N. Winches t e r Ave., Chicag, 
Henry J. Choynacki, Director 

5049 W. 29th St., Cicero, Ill. 
Roman Reinowski 

1936 S. Hig hla nd Ave., Berwyn, Ill . 

The S ociety m eet s every second a,1r1 
•·n•.1 "" t 11 Frida:" of the month a t 8:0j 
P. M . at the Polish Falcon Hall , 106 : 
N urth Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IJ '. 

SEEN AND HEARD 
By Victor Bukinik 

Here, around the Big Town we s ec 
more uniforms than Polish s t amp ; 
a nd that is only as it should be. And 
while on the subject of uniforms we 
1'.ave just seen a sta mp!ess cover in­
dicating that it was m a iled from t h e 
Polish office rs training school in 
France in 1940. Must be a scarce ite ·:1. 

Nothing unusual h as occurred i .1 
the past two or three months. A 10 , 
of # ,213 and 214 were dispersed and 
quickly gobbled up b y the local tra d e . 
An unusual l e t of early Russian 
stamps used in Poland were sold b ·: 
Harmer, Rool:e at · the end of June. 
Such items bring prices completely 
out of p ~oportion t o any catalogu e 
value and frequently sell for m - r ~ 
than they are really worth. 


