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The Krakow Issues 
by J . Ga pi nski an d F. E. Wol os·ewi ck 

Another Article on .Pola nd's Famous Nos. 41 to 60 Stamps, 

Type I Overprinted Stamps 

(In the former articles on the Kra kow issues, the a uthors discu ssed only the 
general aspects of the issue, and occasionally interjected some detailed informa­
tion pertaining t o the individua l stamps. It is n ow th eir intention to make a d e­
tailed a n a lysi.; of each individua l s tamp, and a lso to discu ss a ll those factors 
which in one way or another e nter into their d escription.) 

The first stamps to be discu ssed w ill be the 3, 5, a nd iO Heller d enomination ·, 
Scott' s Nos. 41, 42, and 44, s ince a ll these stamps fa ll into one group. As s m a ll 
quantities of each w ere available, they were printed in one lot. The surcharge 
u sed In overprinting was of Type I. It Is definite1y known that the above stamps 
were n ot the first ones to be -overprinted, since the characteristic damages, like 
the damaged 'A" in POLSKA," on the 30th stamp, and the c ut in the Jetter "P" 
_of "POCZTA." on the 75th s t a mp, can be found in these denomina tion s. 

fn order to complete the d iscussion of these stamps, we are again repeating 
the total quantities issued, together with the probable number of errors, a nd 
major varieties. 
Scott's Denomination T otal Number w ith N umber with N u mber with 
N umber and Color Issued Thin "Z" "Double Dots" Damaged "A" 

41 3H, Violet . . . . . . 2350 240 23 or 24 24 
42 5H, Light Green 2050 210 20 or 21 21 
44 lOH, Magenta ... 2250 230 21 or 22 22 

From the above table one can r eadily a ppreciate tha t the varieties, su ch as 
the presence of "Double Dot" instead of th e conventional rhombus on the 73rd 
stamp, a nd th.; appearance of the damaged "A" on the 30th s t amp, a re extremely 
scar ce in the a bove 1esues. By comparison , the thin "Z" e rrors are approximately 
ten times as numerous. 

Some doutt exist s in our minds as to the total number of "Double Dots" 
found in these stamps. In each of the above• denomina tions h a lf sh eet s of fifty 
stamps were u£ed. From the a bove d a ta, the printer could use either the left half 
of the matrix, or the upper h a lf of th e matrix, for surch arging the h a lf sh eet of 
fifty s t am11s. If the left h a ll' were u sed the number of "Double Dot" varieties 
w0uld be ir;c.reased by one. a nd if the upper half were u sed, t h e number of 
"Double Dot" varieties wou ld be decreased by one. In eith er case t h e number of 
dam aged "A's" would be unaffected by the manner of surcharging the h a lf sh eet 
of fifty s t amps, s ine€: the 30th stamp, would a ppear in either section of the s h eet. 

In tlrn a bove denominations there a r e no inverted s urcharges, or dou ble sur­
charges. Any ~tamps in these d enomination s found with s urcharges other than.­
normal, are fo1ger1es. As a fina l word of caution, thin "Z" forgeri es ar' 



Illustrating an unusual philatelic cover. This cover contains the following· 
genuine stamps 6, 15, 20, ::rncl 40 Heller denomina tions. The 3, 5, 10 a nd 12 Heller 
stamps sho,v Fie forged thin "Z's," the bulance of the stamrps are a lso forged. 
The c::1ncellat10'1 on these stamps appears to be genuine. 

quite possible in these issues. These 
fo:·ge; ies can either be detected 
by insre ;tion or may be eva~uated 
from precise m easu rements of the sur­
charges. Rules for· detection, and 
tables of measurements h ave been 
given us previously. 

At the t ime of the surcharging of 
these stamps, the monetary value of 
the Krone was undergoing rapid de­
valu ation. Since the stamps originally 
were of low mon etary value, they 
wGre then of little practical use for 
ordinary postal ser·,ice. It is our con­
viction that some clever stamp col­
lectors a nd dealers became aware of 
the limitations of th·ese stamps fo r 
postal uses, and when they further 
discovered the small quantity of issue, 
bought out these stamps from the 
post offices. Consequently only a very 
small number of these stamps act­
ually performed postal duty. 

The v€ry limited use of the 3, 5, a n d 
also of the 10 Heller stamps for postal 
purposes, raises some interesting 
philatelic questions and speculations 
as to the genuineness of pos tal can-

cellations, and of postal ,genuineness 
of the covers. There is a fine dis­
tinction which we a re trying to bring 
out in the present discussion, from 
those which were cancelled by some 
oblig ing posta l employee. It is our 
belief that these cance:led cov ers, 
were carried away from the postal 
window by the owners, without b eing 
sent to their d estination through th e 
regular channels. 

In order to bring out the distinction, 
we will c ite illustrations which de­
pend upon postal rates prevalent a t 
the time. We really ought to know 
the postal rates within the confines 
'of the city of Krako•w, and also postal 
rates to other cities, within Poland, 
and to foreign countries. ·we have not 
been able to determine with exact­
ness , what the current rates were for 
the various points of destina tion, but 
have a fair idea by comparing postal 
rates used at that time in other sec­
tions of Poland. Hence a knowledge 
of postal rates must be brought into 
the picture in order to distinguish 
b etween genuin ely used postal covers 



a nd th ose covers can cell ed t o- ord er . 
In the firs t example, a cover beai"­

ing a genu in e 3 Hell er s tamp Is a d­
dressed from Kra k ow t o W a rsaw. The 
ca n cella tion of the s t a m p is genuin e. 
The question s is: HAS THIS COVER 
PERFORM ED T.R U E POST AL SE R ­
VICE, OR vVAS IT CAN CELLED TO 
ORDER, A ND WAS 'l.'HT!} ADDRES S 
ADDED LATER? It is ou r opinion 
that th e cover has n ot performed tru e 
;:os t a l ser vice, sin ce 3 H elle r s w er e 
n ot s u f fi cient to carry th e 'ette r from 
Kra kow to vVarsaw. It is extrem ely 
doubtful if a t th a t tim e 3 Hellers 
could ev en pr epay post age within the 
confine s of the city of Kra l,ow. Hen ce 
the cov er in the above illu stra tion w as 
can celled t o order, an d the a ddress 
was probably added la t e r. 

As a second illustra tion Jet us ta J, e 
a cov er bearing a genuine 10 Heller 
stamp a nd assume tha t it was sent 
from Krakow , Pola nd, to a forei.gn 
country. 'l'he sta mp a nd the cancel­
la tion of course are g enuine. The same 
question is asked aga in: "HAS THIS 
COVER P ~ RFORME D ACTUAL 
POST AL D UTY, OR WAS IT CAN -
CELLED TO ORDER ?" W e believe 
that this cover was can celled to order 
a nd th a t it h as not perf orm ed a cL, a , 
p ostal s ervice. vVe are b asin g our oo­
s erva tion on a cover of 25 H eller de­
nomin a tion in our possess ion w hich 
w as u sed t o prepay a Je tte r fro ,,, 
U r;per S iles ia to Czechos,lov a lda . 

F'inally, as a third illu stration, a 
cover b ea ring a g enuin e 10 Helle r 
Ptam p , was mailed from K r a kow t o 
the U nited S t a tes . Upon the receipt 
of t he c over at the U . s. pos t office, 
1 ostage du e s t a mps w er e affixed with 
the intenti.on that the fee b e colJected 
frcm the a ddressee. In this case th e 
c •ver h as mos t likely performed act­
l1al pos t a l service, a nd is therefor e 
genuin ely u sed. 

I n or der t o r einforce the a bove ex­
a m ples let u s cite a n illu stration with 
which a ll r ead ers are f a miliar. Sup­
pose a le tte r w a s s ent from Chica g o 
to N ew Y ork with but on e ce nt postage 
a ffixed t o it. This l etter would b e 
d eliver ed to the a ddressee in New 
York, u p on his pa yment of three cents 
postage due to the N ew York pos t 
office . Su ch a cover h a s p erformed 
g enuine postal use. L et us a ssum e, 
•however, tha t the above cover h as 
been d elivered to the a ddressee in 
New York without the required pos t­
a ge due s t a mps a ffixed t o it. Such a 

cover of co urse w ould be a n "acci ­
denta l oddity, ·• a nd it would b e ascrib­
ed t o the n egligen ce of severa l pos ta l 
e mployees, w h o m ay h a ve w il f ull / 
v iola t ed exisi ting postal Jaws. S uch 
a lett er could n - t be con s idered "-
1w rma lly u sed pos t a l cover. 

The pu r pose of this discuss ion is 
to w a rn collectors to b e on th e a lert 
when buyin g covers bearing K ra ko ,1 
cancella tion s, a nd to h elp c oll ect ors 
di s tinguis h between cover s w hi ch wc,-e 
pos t a l:y used , a nd those w hich wer2 
can celled by oblig ing p os ta l emp,uyee s. 
Of g enuine K r a kow covers hav in g 3, 
5 a nd 10 H elle r s t a mps, n o doubt onl / 
a ba re h a ndful exis t. On th e otb e : 
h a nd, w e be liev e that a s m a ll q uantity 
of can celled t o or"de r c over s a re ava il­
a ble, especia lly wi th th e 3 a nd 5 H el­
ler d enomina tion s. 

It i s our opinion b ased on fac t s a t 
our dis pos a l, tha t a. s ing le 3 HelJ e r 
s ta mp, a nd a s ing le 3 H elle r s t a mp, 
a nd a s ing le 5 H eller s ta mp cou ld 
not carry fi rs t class, n or even sec J rH1 
c!ass m a il w ithin th e cit y of K rakow, 
w ithout h avi n g a ddition '.l ! pos t ::tge d u(' 
a tta ch ed t o the le tte r. It a ppear s that 
th e minimum r a t e for local c ty rn 
w as 10 H ell e r a t tha t tim e. Of cou ne 
it m ,ty b e p ossible to find cov ers hav­
ing mu ch hig h er d enomina tion s, wJLh 
th e v a lu es of th e 3 an d 5 H e ll e rs ~ ~. 
t a ch ed t o t h em. or· · perhaps seve, a 1 

s t a mps of th ese d enomina ti on s a t­
tach ed to a c :;ver, sati~fyin g prtivail­
ing p osta l ra t es. Sti ch covers are o[ 

course genuin e, a nd as S':.1ch al'e sc~r~e 
phila t el ic items. 

Th e r eadu .·s after h a v in .:s f ::, Jtowed 
th rou g h th e above discussion a re b e ­
g inning to ,vond er about "of f -c over" 
can celled copie~. There is l f cou r .r 
very little to be said about th a t con­
dition. If b o th the sta mp, a nd the 
can cellation a r e genuine, tha t · of 
course would be a u sed copy, a nd as 
rn ch is a rare item. , v h e ther the 
s t a mp h as been u sed genuin ely , or 
cancelled to or de r , is •b eside the p oint , 
,s ince it i s physically impossible t o 
tell from inspection of the s t a mp, to 
which category this sta mp b elongs_ 

Insofa r a s the r e la tive va lu e of the 
can celled to ord er cover is con cern ed 
as compared with a u sed copy "off­
cover' h aving a genuine can cella tion , 
w e are relu ct a nt to place extra value 
on such cover s. Suffice it to say, tha t 
in either case, t h e item s are r a r e, 
but the r a r est of a ll is a genuinely 
u sed cover, m f•etin g p os ta l regu!a t ion s. 



This 1n1 That 
rolonus Auiction 

POLONUS again will hold a~ 
"'"UCTION of items of interest to col­
lectors of the stam ps of Poland und e,· 
the able managem ent of Roman Rein­
owski, Sales and Auction Managi ". 
Roman reports splendid materia' and 
some of it "hard to find stuff." So ne 
of the lots a re donation Jots, proceeds 
of which go to the Society. Don't miss 
thie. meeting and Auction I Be there . 

Polpex 1943 
Start now to prepare for POLPEX 

1943. President Damar advises that 
definite plans are · now being laid t-, 
n ,ake it a bigger show than ever be­
fore. Special attention will be give'1 
to Associate Members in an effort to 
'h ave them participate in a larger 
number of exhibits. 

Meet the New Members 
Anothony P. Schaefer 

1429 8. Clarence Ave., Berwyn, Ill. 
Poland-Czechoslovakia. 
Dr. S . F. Galaskiewicz 

3001 N. Central Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Poland-Be1gium-U. s. 

Tattling 
The October 3, issue of ST AMPS 

will have an interesting article on th e 
stamps of Poland entitled "Sobieski 
at Vienna" written by Myron E. Stecz­
ynski. Do not miss it. 

Clark Collard, Stamp and Coin Edi­
tor of the Chicago Sun says "I shall 
e~res,s directly to you my comP1ime'.lts 
a t the combination "new" form of the 
"Bulletin of the Polonus Philatelic 
Society. 

If you a nd other Polonus members 
watch the Sun in the coming sev eral 
weeks, you will find Polonus news in 
our paper." 

Felix Pientka h as recently been 
transferred-his new address: 

Prvt. Felix Pientka · 
316th Troop Carrier Group 
Lawson Field, Fort Benning, Ga. 

Roman Reinowsld, Jr., has just been 
a ppointed member of the S.P.A. Mem­
bership Committee. 

"Happy Birthday" was sung to Dr. 
M. E. Uznanski, at our August 14th 
meeting. "Doc" responded with a 
round of liquid refreshments for all 
assembled. 

On e of the highlights of the recent 
S.P.A. convention in th e "Motor City" 
was the meeting of the collectors of 
the stamps of Poland held Frldav 
Evening, August 21, 1942. · 

The meeting, arranged through the 
untiring- efforts of Ray Bartz, was 
probably the best attended meeting 
of the various regional meetin~s sche­
duled. President Damar of 

0

Polonu , 
Philateli-c •Socie ty presided and phi­
latelic talks were delivered bv M. E . 
Steczynksi, Zygmund Dworkowski and 
Lester Jankowski. 

Incidenta lly Doc Uznanski did not 
deliver his talk on Russian Locals. 
Aug. 28th. He was indisposed. '\Ve hope 
the Entertainment Committee can ar­
range a spot for this talk. 

H . L. Lindquist, Publisher of 
STAMPS is reserving a nother issue 
of his s.p lendid magazine for the 
Stamps of Poland, to appear in Feb­
ruary, 1943. How about it, you budding 
aut·hor-s? Send your article to the 
Publications Committee. 

Suspended Members 
T . Klozek, E. Leilous, T . Dombek , 

T . M. Strugie1ski, A. E'. Kuta, F. Smie­
ge1, A. Kowalski, M. F. Wojtaszek, Dr. 
H. A. Biggs, '\J\T. Czubay. 

Corre·ction 
Last month we made a mistake in 

the spelling of the name of one of 
our new members, for which we are 
deeply sorry, humbly apologize and 
hereby correct. 

Elmer Stuart 
58 W . Wlashington St. 
Chicago, Ill.-Poland #1-U S. 

THE PROGRAM OF MEETINGS FOR THE BALANCE OF THE YEAR• 
Oct. 9 • • • • , · , · • • • , • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • .... , ... • . • • • .... , ... , . . . . . . . Polonus Auction 
Oct. 23 •., ... , ......... RICHARD CANMA:t-;" . ... , .... , .... STAMPS OF CHINA 

Surb~rban Collectors .................... Cicero-Berwyn 
Nov. 1~ .. .... .. Open Meet:ng .... , . BEEBA .. , .. , International Phila. '\¥eek 
Nov. 2, ... .. .. , . , , .... : DR. L . KOZAKIEWICZ , , ...... .. ...... Polish Locals 

North Shore and Hawthorne Night 
Dec. 11 .... , , , , .. ... . .. , .......... POLONUS JUNIORS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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