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Poland's Lublin Issues 
By Vincent Domanski, Jr. 

After the armistice foJ:owing tho 
"IF orld vVar of 1914- 18. the newly es ­
tablis hed Republic of Poland was 
w ithout currency or s tamps of her 

-ow n to start h e r govermnent. A pro ­
v ision a 1 g _ ve,·nment was s e t u p at 
vVarsaw, rrnd amon g the m any d e ­
partments c r eated an d put into c per­
a tion wa1 her postal system which 
op-,rated unde,· t h e title of th e 'Min-

Fi r £-t Issue 

istry of P osts and Tele <;raphs. 
One of the first acts of this de­

partment was the issuan ce of a de­
c ree requi rin g all postmasters through­
pu t the republic t o take possession of 
an remaind ers of postage stamps left 
by the evacu a ted and d efeated coun­
tries a nd overprint or surcharg e them 
in accordance w ith specific instru c t ­
ions. 'This was done for the purpose of 
putting a p ostal system into operation 
a t once and until Poland was· able t Q 
replace the provisionals with stamps 
a nd currency of her own. 

Misunderstandings in the intet·pr e ­
t ation of the d ecree by the vari o us 

postmaster s resulted in a variety of 
s u r char;es on the confiscated stamps , 
a nd during this period of reconstrnct­
ion many interesting postal emissions 
wer e crea ted which la ter n aturally 
proved to b e exceed ingly scarce. 

Among these provisional issues 
there appeared those of Lublin, a 
town in the southwestern part of Po-
1and in the dist r ict of Ga licia, or 

Se cond Issue 

Mala Polska. It was a town of vast 
importance, h a ving a population of 
over 98,000. 

First Issue 
On December 5th, 1918, the three 

valu es of the 1919 Charity issue of 
Austrian Military Posts, Karlsfond 
series, appeared with a bla ck sur­
ch arge. 'l'he surcharge: consisted of 
t h e Polish eagle 01:tlined in w hite on 
a black bacl<ground between the words 
"Polska" in a small arc on top and 
"POCZTA" in a n arc at the bottom. 
'I'he surcharge w a s overprinted in 
such a w ay that the head of the 
portra it of Empe,:-or Cha rles I or of 
E mpres s Zita was entirely obliter a t e d 



by the eagle. 'l'he stamps were only 
on sa:e a few clays w hen they were 
completely sold out. 

The only varieties known to exist 
are inverted surcharges. 

The total number surcharged were: 
10 h ell ers, gray green (normal) 

82,600 (inverted) 3,700 ( Scott's # 27). 
20 h e ll ers, m agenta (norm a l) 82,750 

(inverted) 3,400 (S cott's # ,28). 
45 h e llers, blue (norm a l ) 84, 000 (in­

verted) 3,800 (Scott 's # 29). 
The surcharge was lithographed in 

Lubl in at the printing offices of the 
firm of a Mr. J arzynsld. O n e postal 
card appeared at the same time as 
the a bove three stamps. It bcr e a 
s imilar surch arge, w ith t h e addition 
of the valu e of "25 h a !." There were 
n ot many of these cards issued an d 
they are con sequently scarce. 

Second Issue 

On December 19, 1918, the Austrian 
f ie ld post s t a mp s of 1917, bearin g the 
!)Ortrait of Emperor 'Charles I, a J)'­
peared surcharged with th e overprint 
arranged differently. A n eagle was 
·,sed simila r to the one in the first 
issu e overprinted on the face of the 
Empernr, but the words "POLSKA 
POCZTA" appeared in sma'ler letters 
an d in on e arc directly over the eagle. 
The original values of the stam1Js 
were voided b y surcharging the n ew 
d enomination inserted between stars, 
bars or Jines, which latter covered 
the old figure of valu e. The n ew valu 3 

was designated by a figure a nd the 
abbreviation "ha!.," which stands for 
" h a lerzy." This surch arging was also 
don e hy Mr. J arzyn s ld. 

The series comprised the following 
valu es: 

3 Hal on 3 h a !, olive gray, Per for ­
ated 121/2, 11 1/2, ll½x12½. Scott's #30. 
Exists inverted surcharge. Varieties: 
Star missing on the left. Bar in stead 
of star on left. Total surch arged 
13,000. 

3 Hal on 15 h a l, carmin e rose. S cott's 
# /31. Exists inverted surch arge. Var­
ieties: Star missing on left. Star a nd 
Letter P of Po'ska missing on left. 
Long ver ti cal bar instead of star on 
left . T ot al number surcharged 164,000. 

10 Hal. on 30 heller, s la te green, 
Scott's #32. E 'xists inverted surcharge. 
Varieties: H a, instead of H a l. Star 
missin g on left. Vertical bar instead 
of star on left. Brown surcharge in -
stead of b lack. Total numbers sur­
charged 136,000. 

25 Hal on 40 h eller, olive bistre. 
Scott' s # ;34. Exist in verted su rcharge. 
Varieties: Perforated 111/2. Star mis3 -
ing on left. '.rota! n umber surch arged 
109,000. 

45 Hal on 60 heller, rose. Scott's 
# :35_ Exists inverted surcharge. Var ­
ieties: Star r;1 issing on left. Long ba< 
alcmg left side of s ta mp. Total number 
s urcharged 91,800. 

45 Hal on 80 heller, dull blu e. Scott's 
#36. (104,000 surch ::t rged.) Exists in­
verted surch arge. Varieties: D ouble 
s urcharge. Bars instead of s t ars. 
(50,000 surch arged.) Bars on left, star 
on right. Bar on left, star missing on 
rig ht. Horizontal bat· on left, vertical 
bar on righ t. T ot a l number surcha rg­
bd 154,000. 

50 Hal on 60 h e ller, rose. Scott's 
#37. Exists inverted s urch a rge. Var­
ieties: S t ar missing on left. Total 
number s urch arged 75,000. 

Third Issue 

On December 21, 1918, the 50 h ell er 
and t h e 90 he ' ler values of the Austr i­
a n Field Post of 1917, as above, ap -

Third ls3ue 

r,eared surcharged with a s imilar 
overprint, but with out indication of 
a new denomination and the crossing 
out of the original denomination. 

50 heller, deep green. Scott's #39. 
Invert ed s u rcharge.. Total number 
surcharged 22,000. 

90 h eller, dark v iolet. Scott' s #40. 
Jnv€rted s urcharge. Total number 
s urcharged 108,000 . 

Fourth Issue 
On J a nuary 6, 1919, a week b efor e 

the reg ular issue of Poland a.ppeared, 
1,8 00 copies of the 30 h e ller s late 
g r een were surcharged in violet brown 
ink (instead of black) as the 10 h a l 
stamp on 30 he11er stock h a d been 
sold out and had to be re-issued . 

Trial Printings: Two hundred copies 
of 2 h eller in oran ge-; 400 copies of 
12 heller blue € Xis t w ith surcha,,ge., 



similar to the overprints of the third 
series. These were never used for 
postage and are exceedingly scarce. 

As the .su rch arging was done in a 
h urry a nd rather badly, due to press­
ing need, many variations occurred. 
Som etimes several letters of the sur­
c harge are mi ssing an d there a r e 
li,an y other defects showing marginal 
smudges, always to be found on the 
left s ide of the stam ps. If one des ires 
to speciali ze in these stamps many 
listings of varieties can be accounted 
for. 

.As to forgeries and counterfeits, 
man y exist, a nd on e should be ver y 
careful to see that his s t amps a r e 
genuine. The very com m on counterfeit 
can be recognized by compariso n of 
t h e -eagles. In the forgeries the wings, 
head, a n d c laws of the eagle a ll dif­
fer. I would advise a n yone not know­
ing how to d etermin e between the 
good a nd bad to consult experts of 
t h e Polon u s P hilatelic Society or your 
a uth or. 

'' Reprinted by permission of STAM•PS. 

This 'n' That 
Po lpex 19413 

President Dom ar announ ce , that 
the Exhibition Director for POLPEX 
1943 i s Adam Kloskowsl<i , who a ls'.l 
·holds th e Yery important positi s n ot 
Director of Junior Activities. Immed­
:ately upon being appointed Adam 
started the preparations fo r what is 
hoped to be the l>iggest show in our 
history. One of his first acts was to 
decide upon the place and th e date. 
POLPEX 19 43 w ill b e h e ld in the 
Polish F 'alcon Hall, 1062 N . Ashland 
Ave., Chicago, on March 12, 13 and 14, 
1943. 

Bee,ba-Nov. 13, 1942 
One of the high'ights of Interna­

tional Philatelic Week is the a nnual 
Beeb a held by our Soci ety. This event 
is looked f orward t o by a large num­
ber of coll ectors w ho h ave attended 
in the _past. A capacity crowd, la rge 
e nough to tax the ingenuity of C h ester 
Miku cki, and h is charming wife, who 
are again in charg,e of arrangements , 
'~ expected. And w hen M"rs. Mikucki 
and Ch ester arrange a party-wow! 
So, don't forget our meeting a.ncl 
Beeba on Nov. 13 , 1942. 

Stampex-Newark, N. J. 
Many m embers of the Society are 

exhibiting at the STA'M,l='EX in New­
,wk , N. J., October 22 to 25, 1942. Who? 
vY.e don't know. (How about it girls 
a nd boys, don't be bashful). 

International Philatelic Week Program 
Nov. 8-Cicero-Berwyn -Exhibition & 

Bourse. At the Olympic B' d :s.-6148 
vV. Cerm al< Rd., Cicero, Ill. 

Nov. 9-North S hore's 200th M eet­
in g. Edgewater Beach Hotel. 8: 00 p .m. 

Nov. 12- H awthorne Stamp Clu b's 
15th year A nniversary Party. Mor ri ­
son Hotel, Embassy Room. 8 : 15 p. m. 

Nov. 13-Polonus' "Beeba"-1062 N. 
A s hla nd Ave., Chica,go, Ill. 

Nov. 14 & 15-STAMPEX- at K & 
P Hall-65th & Hermitage, Chicago, 
Ill. Exhibition and Bourse. 

Tatt ling 
At the September 25th Meetin g Dr. 

Uzn a n ski brought his collection of 
.Russian Locals a nd gave a very splen­
did t a ll< w hich was not only interest­
;n g but edu ca tional. 

Our Secret ary's new address is 
John Bobo 
2025 Webster Ave. 
,Chicago, Illinois . 

Polish Locals i s the subj ect of Dr . 
L. P. Kozakiewicz's tall< on November 
27. This a f ie ' d of Polish phila t ely in 
which Doc Kozy excells a nd should 
Le of tremendous interest to a ll Pol ­
'sh collectors. Our invited g u es t s for 
the evening a r e the North Shore P hi­
h t e lic Society a nd Hawthorne stam p 
Club. 

Polonus P hilate lic Society m eet s 
every secon d a nd fourth Friday of 
'the month at the Polish F'alcon Hal ', 
1062 North Ashland Avenue. 

Don't fo rget the Beeba, Novemb er 
13, 1942. 

_RECE NT A,DD ITIONS TO LIBRARY 
The 20th Century Stamps of Egypt 

By Ernest A. Kehr. 
The P ostage Stamps a n d Post a l His­

tory of New Foundland 
By Winthrop S. Boggs. 

The United States Columbians Issue 
1893 

By A. A. Lauzon . 
Scott's U .S. Specia lized Catalog u e 1939 

Kenmore Price List 1938 
Kenmore Katalog 1940 



Pomorze and Poznan in the 19th Century 
By S teph e n G. Ric h 

There a r e n ot a n y sp ec ia l s t a mp s, 
a s far as I k n ow, that would a d d in ­
t e rest to this f ield , with in Po.is h Phi ­
la t e ly . But cover s of the 19th Centu r y 
from th ese t wo areas a re defin it ely 
h a rd t o find . A p pa : e .. tly even t h J 
p ostma rks of P omorze a nd P oznan , on 
P russian, N or t h Gei man Post a l Dis ­
t r ict a nd Germa n Em pire s t a m ps, ar3 
far from pl en t if ul. 

R ecently I h ave b een w a t ch in g ci r ­
cuit b ook s conta ining t hese s tctm1Js, 
for copies show ing ca n cella tion s fr ,:v 
Pozna n province a nd Pom or ze. T h e 
r esu lts h ave been w or se tha n d is ­
a p pointing. They h ave been ZERO . 
I do n ot in tend to collec t thes e post ­
m a rks exten s ive ly b ut I do want to 
s how a f ew, t o parallel th e s t a m ped 
covers of 1858 to 1870 f r om o ve:· in 
Cong ress P oland, f rank ed w ith Rus ­
s ia n s t a mps a nd with the Lone Ad ­
h esive. 

S t ill m or e s urp rising is m y e ,ne, ­
ien ce that bundles of Germa n s t a m p ; 
of th e 1870 p eriod, which can be 
pick e d u p unopen ed on ce in a wh il e 
in the east ern sta mp centers, a n d o: c1 
dup)ica te a ccumulation s, d on 't fu r nis h 
stamps sh ow ing P oznan a n d P omo . z , 
can cella tions . Plenty of Berlin. Bres­
la u , F r a nkfurt on t h e Oder, a nd €Ven 
Danzig-but mo stly t h ese s t amvs s ee -n 
to •:·om e fro m furth er west a nd so uth. 
Nothin g sh ows up from tha t p a r t o? 
P oland t h en wi thin Germa n r u le . 

PINNE 
29 9 • 10- 11 

MVR· GOSLIN 
7 12 * 9 10 

The b oxed stra ight - lin e pos t m arl,s 
nsed in this Germa n-held part of 
P oland f r om the 1830's into as late 
a s the 1890' s possibly in a few cases, 
ought to make an interes t ing few 
pages. Tha nks t c., a n old p0s t m ark 
r- oJ!e ction which cam e m y way, I h a v e 

j\, St a fev, of thes e. One nic e piece 
is from the little v illage cf M'Ura­
wan n a Gto slina, G erm a ni ze d a n d 
s horten ed to "MUR. GOSLTN ." I ::i , 

last h ave t wo covers , fr om FINNE, 
east of Pozna n c ity : on e in t h e 1850' s 
to Berlin a nd one in the 1870' s t •:i 
New York, bot h with th a t t own' s 
stra:gh t ' ine m a r k . 

V ariou s earl ie r a nd la t er cn·cie 
marks, a nd a n occasi,, nal h orses,, .,.., 
mark, app E.ar. Mr. D om a nski a nd I 
h a v e p ic t u r ed these in c ur B lu e B oo ., 
a r t icle last yea r , a , wel as anoth c, 
of t he Pozn a n s traig ht Jines. 

H e re's a r elative ly un t ouch ed !ie ld. 
req u irin g only t he w i li n g n ess t o w ade 
th ro u gh th ou sands of stamps a nd paw 
ov ~r box es of "or dinary c s v er s ." V er:; 
little of this m a terial is exp en sive. All 
tha t it r equires is t o loca t e it! And 
th"1. t' s real phi 'at elic p leasure, a v oid ­
in g- m ean w hile "pa w m ng th e f a mily 
j it.n ey bus t o buy s t am p s." 

P OL ONUS L I BRARY 

The Polonu s P hila t elic S ocie ty h a s 
been accum u la ting m a t e ri a l on the 
s t a mps of P ola n d a nd on philat e lic 
su bjects in gen er a l. It h as m a n y P ol­
ish publicat ion s s u ch as m agazines, 
l ookle t s, cat a Jogs, a nd check li st s. It 
a lso has a scrap b oo!, w ith clippin gs, · 
program s of exh ib itions, artic les on 
Pola n d a nd its st amps, e t c . L ibrarian 
Mikucki has m uch of this m a t e r ia l 
r eady fo r t he gener a l us€ of Clu b 
memb er s, a nd t hey m ay h ave access 
t o it on the n ights of m eetings. Al1 
t his m a t e r ial w ill b e avai lable t o 
m ember s for h om e study . 

In order t o ex pand the facilities of 
t h e libra r y , it is urged tha t memb ers 
a nd their f r ien d s dona t e their phil­
atelic b ooks, a nd peri od icals in w h ic:h 
they m ay not be inte r est ed or w hich 
have a lready served their p u rpose. 
Other m e mbers m ay find this m a t e r ­
ial valuable. 

Adam K loskowski ch a irma n of the 
J unior A ct iv ities Committee woulc1 
aike h is g roup to r ea d u p on st a mp 
collectin g and it is pla nned to g ive 
tliese b oys d u p licate p€riodical~. B y 
bringin g in the publication s tha t y ou 
have a lready r ead , y ou w ill b e h elping 
a ll of ou r m emb er s t o get a firm er 
footin g in their h obby . 
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