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POSTAGE METER IMPRESSIONS OF POLAND" 
By Werner Simon 

Posta g e meter machin es were re­
gularly used in Pola nd since May 1927. 
Impressions with earlie r dates a re 
known ; they are samples submitted 
to the Universal Postal Union like the 
one in the writer's collection dated 
16IX26. 

Poland h a s never m a nufac tured a 
postage meter of her own, as a ll of 
them were imported, being of British , 
Germa n a nd Swiss make. 

The earliest meters were t he Bri t ­
ish Midgets manufacture d by the 
Universal Postal Frankers Ltd. of 
London, which printed either three or 
five denominations. In 1935 the omni­
denomina tional model "Universal 
Multi- valu e" of the same manufacture 
was introduced to the Polish market. 

The German machines- a r e Franco­
typ C meters distribute d by the Fran­
cotyp G.m.b.H. of Berlin. They were 
used in Pola nd since 1930 and like 
t he British Multi-Valu e model, print­
ed any denomination. 

Type 2 
Ill. 2 

* Reprinted by permission of 
STAMPS. 

,Another omni-denominational mod­
el, the Hasler F.22, was produced by 
the Hasler A .G. of Berne, Switzer­
land, a nd u sed in Poland since Oct­
ober 4, 1930. 

The Midgets 
The Midgets are known in three 

different designs, two of which a re 
bas ically a like, as only the Polish 
eagle differs in size a nd style. The 
eagle in type la is- small and its ta il 
closed; t y p e lb shows a larger eagle 
whose tail is open with three feathers 
ext ended to both right and left (Ill. 3). 
T y pe 2 (Ill. 2) is of a different de ­
s ig n w hich conta ins the d enomina tion 
in the lower r ight and left corners 

la lb 
Ill. 3 

Type lb 
Ill. 1 

while ty p es l a a nd lb show it in a ll 
four corn ers of the frank (Ill. 1). 



In all Polish meter im p ression s t h e 
machine number appears a t t h ? bot­
tom of the town mark as well as in 
the frank itself. lt con s ists of a f ig ­
t ire preceded b y a le t ter. Lette r A 
in d icates; the fi rst hund red , letter B 
', i1e secon d, C the thi r d a nd D the 
f ourt h hundred of machin es as t h e 
numbers r un up t o 99 only a nd s ta rt 
o ver a t 1 p receded by t h e nex t fo l ­
:owin g letter of the a lpha,b et. These 
letters s hould n ot be confused with 
t:,pe d esignation s as they a re n ot i n ­
dicati ve of a n y t ype. 'While o rig ina ll f 

type la was confined t o m ete :· num­
b ers Al to B7, type lb t o meter num­
bers BS to C l 2, a n d type 2 to all fo l­
iowing meters, th is sys tem h as been 
con f u sed by variou s la ter chan ,:;-es. 
Fo,· instan ce m achines A2, 50 , 81, 97, 
98, B2, 6 can a lso b e fou n d in type 
lb; meters A.81, B66, B87 a lso exist 
in type 2. Th es e a r e only exam ples 
of t he existing varieties a nd it is of 
special inte r es t t h rl t A8 1 exis t s in 
a ll t h r ee possible t ypes. A l ittle over 
300 d i fferen t m achin es of t he Midget 
t, !10 were in use as the n um bers r a n 
jnto the D series. 

Ord in ar ily the lette r formin g p ::tr t 
of t h e machin e number appears in 
scrip on the f ranlrn of t ypes la and 
lb. A few meters in t h e A series h ave 
l"een found wi t h A in prin ted type 
t1 n d it i s p ossib le that ju s t one d A­
nominaion uses t h e p r in ted A w hile 
t.h e other val u es of t h e s a me m achine 
l1ave th e A in script. On a ll three 
t ypes, l a, lb and 2, t h e town m ark 
letters appeai· in s cript. 

Th e fo llowing den o minations are 
j{n o,vn : 

T ype l a: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 
G5, 60, 65, 75, 80, 90 Gr., 1, 1.10 ZL 

Type lb : 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35. 40, 
50, 60 , 65, 75, 90 G r., 1, 1.10 ZL 

Type 2 : 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 , 50, 60. 
75 GT., 1, 1.10, 1.20 ZL 

On sever a l impre s s ion s of a ll t h ree 
typ es indicati ons ca n b e fo u nd t h at 

Ill. _5 

t he denomin a tion \\'as c ha nged. I:s­
pec:aJJJ 5 G1·. v lu es were often p ro ­
iluced by removin g the z 2r o on a 5 J 

Gr. va lue, o r by r e movin g the fir3c 

figure of a 15, 25 or a ny va lue en din g 
wi th 5 (Ill. 4) . T h e b la n ( space h 
front or beh ind the 5 betrays t:1e 
c h a n ge. However, a ltel'ation s on o ther 
denomina tion s can a lso b e dete,ct ed , 
u su a lly by the different sh~pe of th e 
n ume r a ls which loo!{ sometimes rath­
er od d ly. 

All Midgets could b e equipped wi th 

5 GR . 

1 
Ill. 4 

s logans w hic h appear a t t h e left of 
the town m ark. The u se of s logan s 
,Yas only op tion al a n d quit e a few im­
p r essions withou t s loga n can be foun · . 
An interesting item is meter A32 on 
w h ich th e slogan a ppears inverted; 
app arently on purpose as usu a lly sev ­
e1 a l fran k impressions h a d t " 1-., 
printed in order to obtain the correct 
post age which mostly necess itate rt 
t h a t some of t h e m , i n cludin g to ·,v,1 
mark a n d s loga n , a r e prin ted upside 
down in t h e lower left h a nd corne·: 
of the e n velop e. Sin ce th e s logan wa.s 
a lready in vert e d in th e m a ch in e i t 
t hus a ppeared in correct p osition on 
·.h e env elope. 

Universal Multi-Value ( I ll. 5) 

The numbering of t h is model start­
ed w ith in the D series fo llowing r ig h t 
behind the M idg ets . v\Th ile most ma­
chines sh ow the D in the t own m ark. 
in sc ript some or them used the 
prin ted t ype. T he town m a r k cons ists 
of a d oub le c ircle w ith t h e dat e prin t­
ed in la r ge figu r es a nd t h e m on th 

Ill. 6 



bei n g s hown in Roma n num e rals . 
Town m ark a nd fra nk are about l. o 
cm. apart. M:a.chine D63 was equ ipped 
with a number consis ting of five L G­
t,res which r ecorded each impressi-:m. 
'J' h is number appeared abov e the to-.v1, 
mark w hich for this p u r pose was 
moved somewhat below. 

Th e mac hines are equ ip.pea to pr int 
either 3 or 4 figures of value. T wo 
s ty les of th e 3 figure type can 110 

found , n amely, 000 a nd + oo. 

Fran coty p 

This German model used th e same 
frank desigiTI- as the Univers_11 Mult> 
Value a lthou gh the eagle is a little 
d ifferent from m a chin e F'.A. 017 on­
ward s. vVhile the i\Iulti-Value ancl 
,he early Francotyp eagle is only 
m ore or less outlined, the la t er eagle 
shows his feathers a nd appear s shad­
ed. 

F,·ancotyp impressions can be r ec­
ognized b y the m a ch ine number let­
t ers FA a nd FB a nd besid es the t own 
mai·J, is farther a p a rt from the frank. 
the distance measuring a pp roxim ate­
ly 5 cm. Th e month in the date ap ­
pears in A ra bian figures a nd a r ec, •t·d 
number cons isting of 4 figures sJ10 ·:;s 
up in th e u pper pa.rt of the s pa ce 
between frank a nd town m a rk. 

Altho u gh ordinarily mach ine n u ·11 -

ber s should run up t o FA 99 a nd then 
ch a n ge to FB 1, FA. numbers over 100 
h ave b een found., but FB numbers are 
•-1 lso in existence. A n explanation for 
this in consistency is not k n own. The 
machine number in the town marl, 
consists a lways of 3 fig m·es so tha t 
low numbers are preceded by one or 
two zeros l ike 002 or 015. Various a r ­
i:-a n gem ents can be found like F.A.017, 
FA- 002, or FA.026, etc. 

Slogans ,1,r e optional bu t were often 
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used . They a ppea r usu a lly in th e space 
between town m at·k a nd frank, but 
sometimes a lso at th e left a nd undet· ­
n eath the town m ark. 

Th e denomination may consist of 3 
or 4 f igures,, reading 000 or + ooo. 

The writer's colle ction contains a 
Fran cotyp specimen impression in a n 
unusu a l des ig n (Ill. 6) w hich h a s not 
oeen seen on a reg ula r ly postally used 
envelope. The interesting fact is that 
the impression conta ins the wor d "DO ­
PLATA" a t the bottom, w hich indi ­
cates tha t the meter was supposed t ::, 
b e a Postage Due frank . vV1iet her th is 
cue meter is only a n essay or was 
actually used is a qu ection tha t can­
n o t be a n swered at the present. 

Another inte resting specimen im ­
pression in the writer's colleetion is 
Francotyp FA-0 84 in the usua l design 
used at Gda11Sl{ b y the B ritish and 
Polish Tra de Bank. As we k n ow the 
Polish post office at Gidansk, w hi ch 
was th e Free City of D a nzig, used 
Polish s t a mps with special overprint 
"Port Gdansk." Tn other wor ds this 
meter FA- 084 is the on ly meter w h ich 
bears the regular Pol ish design liu t 
<shou ld be catalog u ed u nder "Port 
Gda n s k " or "Used abroa d." 

Hasler 
'l'he Hasler F.22 m achine produced 

dn impression of a n unusua lly la rge 
design (Ill . 7). The frank a lone mea ­
sur es approximately 3.5x4 cm. and with 
tbe s logan w hich may a ppea r at the 
left of t h e town mark t h e whole im ­
pression measu res up to 14 cm. Slo ­
;::·ans can also be found in the space 
between town mark and fran k below 
the record number w hich consisted of 
5 figures . On machine H 10 the record 
num ber w a s moved t o the lower part 
of the interspace in order to obtain 

GR. 



:-oom for the s logan wh ich is printed 
a l so above the town marl< a nd a t i ts 
left. 

The machine numb ers are preceded 
by the letter H and the num bers d id 
not run very hig h as apparently not 
very m a ny Hasler machin es were in­
~tallecl. 

The town m ark h a s the form of a 
double circle w ith a square ins;de the 
inner circle . The month ap,pears in 
Roman figures and dots are visib le 
behind clay, month a n d year. All m a­
,chines print 3 fi gures of value of which 
the first is an 8- pointecl sta r. 

Machine H 11 was equipped with a 
smaller frank measuring 2.9x3.2 c,:n. 
only (Ill. 8) . This smaller size was 

GIi •60 Git 

smaJ.l Hasler 
Ill. 8 

probably caused by the fac t that the 
owner of the machine used chiefly 
window en velopes so that not s uffi­
C'i ent space was left to print the regu­
lnr large Hasler franlc 

T'he writer would be interested to 
lea rn w h ether any postage meters 
have been used s ince the occupa tion 
of Poland a nd what became of the 
variou s m achines w hich were u sed up 
to outbreal, of the war. Most likely 
their use was discontinued. 

This 1n1 That 
Christmas Party-Polonus Juniors 

December 11, 1942 

Santa Cla us w ill have to get a n 
early start this yea r if he intends 
t o be present a t the Ch r is tmas Party 
for the Junior m embers of the Pol­
onus Phila t elic Society, to be h eld a t 
the Dec,ember 11th meeting at 1062 
N. Ashland A ve. Arrangements h ave 
a lready been concluded to m a l,e this 
even t a ga la p art y , lon g t o be re­
·mem b ered by our junior members. 

Polonus Auction 
,Roman Reinowsl,i a nnounces that 

in conjunction with POLP'0X 1943, 
an Aue;tion w ill be h eld on March 
13, 1943, a t the club rooms o.f the 
Society. The tremendous success of 
1 he lirst Auction h e ld la s t year leads 
Roman to believe even frner matel'ial 
w ill be offer ed. 

L ots s,l10ulcl be in the h a nds of the 
Au ction Manager, Roman Reinowski , 
not la ter tha n January 8, 1943, for list­
in g in J a nua ry Issue of the BULLE­
TIN. Commission on s a les will be 
15% . A minimum of 15 c ents per lot 
w ill be charged in those cases where 
1 he sale d oes not exceed $1. 00. 

Send your material to Roman Rein­
owski, 1939 S . Highland Ave., Berwyn, 
Illinois. 

Tattling 
Dr. Leonard Sluzynsld, recently 

pack ed u p· his belong ings- c losed his 
office and joined the Armed .Florces 
of the Un ited Stat es. It is C a pta in 
S lu zynski , n ow. 

Dr. L . P. Kozakiewicz g ave h is t a lk 
on Polis h Locals at the Beeba on 
Nov. 13th, ins t ead of Nov. 27 , as pre­
v io u sly a nnou n ced. The t rem endous 
fund of information possessed by D oc 
i{ozy amazed a ll of his a udi ence. 
Fak.es, f a ntasies, specu lative issu es, 
m int, u sed and on cover, were in 
Poe's collection . So were the ,genuine. 
H e even told us how to distinguish 
between them. And now com es the 
pleasant surprise. Dr. Kozakiewicz's 
t a lk w ill be p ubli sh ed in the BULLE­
TIN, every word of w h at h e sa.id , 
replete with illu str ations. 

Thanks, a million Doctor for m al<­
in g- this infor mation ava ilab le to the 
collectors of the stamps of Poland. 

In traditional Poli sh sty le Polon11s 
enterta in ed its many , many friends a t 
the Beeba, climaxing the weeks ac­
tivities of International Philatelic 
,V:eek. Ch ester and Mrs. Mikucki , 
really do a nice job. Tha nks a lot. 
However, Helen Domar, wife of ou r 
president comes in for a few orchid s 
'too. Sh e let Jack have t h e ,,offee, and 
worked a ll ,even in g to m a ke the party 
a su.ccess . N ice job Helen a n d thanks. 

,Members are reminded that a t the 
.Tanuary 8, 1943, meetin g- officers for 
t h e comin g- year w ill b e no'Tlinated. 
Arr a n ge to be present at this most 
importa nt meeting. 
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