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CHRISTMAS IN POLAND 
by Myron E. Steczynski 

CHR ISTM AS ~E A LS 

Poland, li1rn many other countries issued its tuberculosis seals about Christ­
mas time through the Polish Anti-tuberculosis Alliance. The seflls have definite 
face v.alues and from one to four we.re issued for each year . They are character­
ized by the double Lorraine cross. 

1926 10 g1·. red Angel and cherub. 
20 gr. dal'k blue Angel and cherub. 

1.928 10 gr. blue and red Cuardian angel and child in sun. 
1929 10 gr. blue and red Babe in cradle. 



1930 - 31 10 gr. gray a nd red 
20 gr. brown and red 

1 zl. green and red 
10 in circle, surch 

1931-32 10 g r. blue and r ed 
i.932 - 33 10 g r . blue and red 
J933-34 10. 20 & 50 gr. 
1934 10th anniversary 
1.935 10. 20 & r;o gr. 
193fi-37 10, 20 g-r. 
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C'h Id und er a ngel' s v.r n g . 
C h Id under angel's w ng. 
Ch Id under a ngel' s w ng. 

Bird s in flight. 
Cross on Octagon and scrolls . 
:i<night in armor killing dragon. 
Child rai si ng h ands to cross in 
Robed f ig u re h oldin g- Ia mb. 
H Rnd holding· f ln me. 

HAIL TO GOLDEN · CHRISTMAS 

sun. 

Can you imagine more "C hristmasey" postal cancella tions than those shown 
here for lhe larger cities- in Polan d? They say Merry Christmas in any la n g uage. 
The ,:,:ieeting WI'I'AJ GWlAZDKO ZLOTA translates into HAIL TO GOLDEN 
CHRISTMAS and was uniformly u sed one year by all cities at Christmastide. 
The cancellation in the lower right is from a series of a nother year with the 
words denoting CHRIS1TMAS GREET'INGS. Most of the cities had a tree decor­
ated with toys, or simply an evergreen twig with perhaps a candle, or else the 
Star of Bethlehem to give the cancellation s pirit. The seaports h a d their ships, 
Katowice its smoking mills, a nd Wilno an ornamental angel. These postal mar k­
ings are· original, a rtistic and w e ll done t o promote the spirit of "peace on earth 
to good men." This Chri stmas, the fourth one in a row, tears a nd heartach es 
prevail in Poland. When free Poland u sed these cancellations, there was truly 
a GOLDEN CHRISTMAS; 



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

The ch a racteristic features of the a bove series of Christmas cancellations 
are n o t as typically seasona l as the ones a t the left. Yuletide Decora tions h ave 
been sacrif ic8d to g a in a truly characteristic la ndm e: rk for each individual city. 
i\lost •J [ these la ndma rks a re a lso portrayed on actual stamps like, for example, 
the Sig ,smun d s ta tu e of \Varsaw shown as Scott's Nos. 11, 231 and 240, the 
Municipal Build in g at Katowice on No. 311, the Danzig Granary on IK33 to 1K36, 
etc. The coab of arms of th e respective ci ties a re taken from a souve nir card 
on which the postmarks were regis tered over Scott's No. 308. The words WESO­
LYCH SWIAT mean HAPPY HOLIDAYS. 



Ch ristmas Greetings 
This, the second Christmas of th e 

War finds most of us occupied w ith 
some form of war activ ity. This is 
as it should be, but With a ll of t his 
activity let us not for on e m om en.t 
feel that we are impai r ing a ny war 
effort, if we take time to indulge in 
our hobby, when there are so many 
more important t h i.ngs to do. 

To do anything properly, we m u st 
be both mentally relaxed and physic­
ally fit, and we Jrnow, to us, nothing 
can help us to relax more quicl,ly t han 
a few momen ts with our Stamps. 

I would Jilrn to take th is opportu nity 
to wish a ll of you a very Merry and 
Joyful Christmas and the Hap\}iest of 
New years, and let -i.ts a ll pray that 
soon our Girls and Boys will be back 
to resume our normal way of life and 
that Christmas w ill again be a time 
for la.ugh ter and joy all over t h e 
world. 

"Peace on Earth , Good W ill Toward 
Men.' ' 

Jack Domar, President. 

This 1 n1 That 
Junior's Pa rty 

Santa Cla u s, despite gas ration in g, 
arr ived on t ime for the J u niors' 
Christmas Party, with philatelic pres­
ents galor e. Our you ng collectors came 
w i th expectant g lances and left w it h 
that pleased and satisfied look. Santa 
Claus' ass istants with timely dona ­
tions were, C. A. Langner, C'. Hahn, 
Bert Powell, Chester Mikucki, Tad 
Stanczak, Ben Reeves, J. P. Gorecki, 
J. P. Rux, M. E. Steczynslti, J. Skot­
nicki , Dr. M. E. Pznanski, Dr. L. P. 
Kozakiewicz, John Bobo, Lester Jan­
kowski and Jack Domar. 

**** 
Mrs. Regina Bain has returned to 

Chicago after her long stay in Wash­
mgton, D. C. Welcome home. 

**** 
Polpex 1943 

Adam K loskowski, Exhibition Di­
rector, for POLPEX 1943, annou n ced 
that all committees have been ap­
pointed and that everybody is work ­
ing at top speed to make POLPEX 
1943 the biggest and best exhibi t ion 
-of the Stamps of Poland ever h eld. 
In spite of all the d ifficulties present­
ing themselves, Adam Kloskowski, 
says that never was t h e time more 

opportune to show the g lory that w as 
Poland, than now. March 12, 13 and 
14, 1943 w ill tru ly be red letter days 
for Polon us. 

Polpex A uct ion 
At this E•arly, elate, Roman Reinow­

s ki, A u ction Manager, announces that 
h e has some excellent and choice 
item s for the POLPEX Auction. The 
:iigh prices realized for materia l in 
'th e past year, the increased prices in 
Scott's c,ata log, is bringing out the 
better material. But Roman says he 
wants more, more lots. 

Send your lots to Roman Reinowski, 
1939 So. High land Ave., Berwyn , 111., 
a nd watch for the ,January issue of 
t h e BULLETIN for the Auction Cat­
a log. 

Prog,ram for Polpex 194,3 
T h 's year, as in the past, POLPEX 

1943 w ill featu re a handsome prog·a" 
to be distr ibuted during t h e exhibi­
tion . Members are requested to s -J!"cit 
a d vertisemen ts and a lso to secu· e 
patron s and good fe llows. All "ads'' 
to be directed to Jack Domar, 3715 
So. Clin ton Ave., Berwyn, Ill. Your 
list of patrons and good fellows 
sh ould be sent to Adam Kloskowsld, 
:'708 N. Harding Ave. 

**** 
Amendm e nt to Constitu tio n 

At the last meeting of t h e Society 
t h e constit u t ion and by-laws were 
a m end ed so that the dues of new 
members accepted after Au gust 1 and 
January 31 of each fiscal year be re­
duced $1.00. However, members are 
rem inded that $1.50 shou ld accompany 
application for membership. The dues 
of these new members w ill be adjust­
ed in t h e second year of m embership. 

**** 
Com ing Events 

J anuar y 8, 1943 
Polonus nominates! 

J anuary 22, 1943 
Polonus e lects! 

J a nuary 29, 30, 31, 1943 
North Shore Philatelic Society Ex­
hibit at Edgewater Beach Hotel. 

February 19, 20, 21, 1943 
Ch icago Philateli c society Exhib­
iti on at Atlantic Hotel. 

l\1larch 12, 13, 14, 1943 
P olpex 1943 

March 19, 20, l 943 
Austin Philatelic Club Exhibition 
at Austin Town Hall. 
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