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Paderewski The Immortal 
Myron E." Steczynski 

Ignace Jan Paderewski, who h a s 
held the attention of the world fo1' 
half a century, has rightfully been 
called ,a modern immortalr--a genius 
who happened to p lay the piano. ·He 
n eeds no introdu ction anywhere in 
the world. Volumes h ave been writ­
ten about him-about his playing, his 
oratory, h is service to Poland, and his 
personality. He was a part of Poland 
where he was born on November 6, 
,860 and where he reached political 
power, and he was a part of America, 
where he achieved success as a p ian­
ist and wh ere h e died on June 29, 
:941. He joins Kosciuszko and Pulaski 
:,s a symbol of friendship between 
Poland and America - a friendsh ip 
Ihat is growing with the years. 

pW J1 J J, 1 udt;:t 
.i.uciePohle> ,.;. 1D1•11t•fll 

_,_ ... o..,.,-~_,.., ... 
l'OlONUS PH1lATEl1C SOC I ETY 

POIJ>EX, 1941 
MAiCH 6, 7, 8 CHICAGO. Ill 

I saw and heard Paderewski for 
the first time early in 1916 and la ter 
heard him as an orator and as a~ 
artist. He was the commencement 
,;peaker at Alliance College, Cam­
bridge Springs, Pa., in 1916. The dip­
lom·a, au~g;raph, gold medal, and 
hearty embrace from him, as well as 
lhe Polonia Restituta Cross which he 
awarded to my revered father will 
ever rem a in dear to my heart. Ever 
since I can recall, I have heard abou t 
Paderewski's distin ction in on e form 
or another, so that he symbolizes to 
me the very finest in mankind. "His 
heart was pure, his life clean, h is i­
deals lofty." 

P laying did not come easy to Pa­
c1erewski. Each day he devoted long 
hours of tedious practice to keep fit 
as a pianist. He once remarked that 
if he missed his practice for one day, 
he could tell the difference-if he 
missed it for two days, his wife could 
tell the difference-and if he missed 
it for three days, everyone could tell 
it. He played Chopin with the feeling 
,tnd fondness of a kindred spirit and 
his melodiou s Minuet is popular 



w h er ever music is p layed. 
,His musica l conquest of Ame ri ca 

h as n o parallel. Jt began a t a oon cert 
with a n orchestra at Carnegie Hall 
on Nov. 17, 18~1. w h en h e seem ed L> 
in s till a n ew magical q u a li ty a nd 
d eeper h eart a ppeal in _mu s ic. Popula r 
d em a nd b rought h ' m back to Carn eg­
ie H a ll as a s oloi s t a nd !rnpt him t o ur ­
ing th e enti re U nited S t a t es fo r over 
40 year s , inte rrupted only b y th e wa•·. 
H is su ccess in New York was s o 
·'. C•nt1- n 0 1 1s t ~1-L t h e g ave 18 con cert3 
ther e tha t f irst year. His initia l t o u .­
to t a led 107 con certs . His playing a nd 
:re r son a li ty . gained him lasting a f ­
fection in the h ea rts o f Am erican s. It 
was the b eginnin <; of m ore tha n 40 
years of successes in w hi ch h e gave 
over 1500 concerts in over 200 c ities 
in ev ery s t a t e of th e U nion a nd prov­
mce of Can a da t o over 5,000,000 !is · 
ten ers, t ravelling ove,· 360,00 0 miles 
and r eaping a h a ndsom e fortun e in 
dcing ·so. Every one o r hi s a p pear· 
,: n ces was a n artisti 2 trium ph . Th e 
a u d ience s p onta neou sly ,·c se to its 
feet w h en P u l e r ewski enter ed t h 'l 
~t ag-e , nd th e en core en t hu siast s 
ru sh ed clow n the a is les after each 
1 •rogram . He h as b een the g r eatest 
uox offi ce a ttt action of a ll t ime. '.ro 
cover his ext en s ive to u rs, P a d er ewski 
m a d e hi s home in a p r ivate railway 

Autograph;d block of 4 owned b:.,-

car w h er e h e a t e, slept a n d practised 
.his mu s ic. His railway yard expei-i ­
en ces a r e qu ite unique. 

Prior t o th e fi rst World vVar, Pacler ­
ew ski was the r igh tfu l a m bassad or of 
P ola nd in t h e world's capi tals w h en 
th ere w as n o Pola n d on the m a p . 
'.¥ h en the f irst vYorld War brok e ou t, 
1,e stepped f r om hi s ni ch e as a n artist 
t o en te t· in te,n a tion a l politi cs. He 
clos ed hi s pia n o to devote his life t , 
the creation of a n independen t a nd 
bette r P ola nd, w innin g th e sympa thy 
a r,d countless fri ends for th e cau s e 
-h e r ep resented . vVithou t the back ­
.c. ro und of his influ en ce in A m erica, 
hi s w or:, cou ld n o t h ave b een as 
effective as it was. 

Our kn owledge a nd sym pathy fo:· 
Poland h ave been str en g th en ed im - . 
,.,,~•,sely b y our a dmira ti on fo r th e 
man himself a n d by his m agnetic or­
.n tory. Col. H ou se regarded him as 
the g r eat es t ora t o r of ou r t ime. P a ­
clerewski s p ok e a p e r fec t , eloqu ent 
E ilglish a nd m a d e a m ost ca pa ble 
ch a mpion of the Polish q u estion. His 
pe ·0 on a l friends hip w ith Col. House 
b nd President Wilson was a trem en­
cl ou s fac t or in est a bli sh in g a free Po ­
!and of th e la r ge s ize tha t it was. H e 
m arsha lled facts of his t ory in m ast er ­
ly m a nner to prove hi s contention s 
a nd at the V er sailles Con fe ren ce e-

Paul W. Savage of Worcester, Mass. 



Death bed of Pade rews :, i 

merged with a powerful 
and enviable prestige. 

reputation 

Paderewski arrived 
January, 1919, to face 
tv.sk of reconstruction. 

in Poland in 
the staggering 

He becam e 
Premier and Foreign Minister and 
started Poland on a firm basis to re­
e-0very with many of his prominent 
friends from other countries lending 
their assistance. He later withdrew 
fl'om political life to return to the 
concert stage in 1922 and was as muc:1 
of an attraction as ever. The yea rs 
added a maturity to his style and all 
;music lov ers were again spellb-'.llln 1_ 

when Paderewski played. 'l'he invas­
ion and demolition of Poland in 193) 

hrought Paderewsld back to public 
life- he was chosen President of Min­
i.sters in the exiled Polish war cati­
inet in France, then was forced to 
move to England and on his missio.1 
to America, died in New York. He 
dic,d in mode c·ate wealth as his mil • 
l ion dollar hands lav ishly gave away 
his entire fortune to the destitute an..l 
~ta .- ying. I--lis mortal remains rest In 
A r !ington awaiting burial among the 
kings and immortals of Poland in 
the Wawel Cathedra l at Krakow. 

Poland now misses him in her hour 
of need. 

Jn the ,vorld of philately, there is 
a stamp h onoring P a dere\\'sld ::t s pre -

The last piano of the M ;. ster 



mi e r of P ola nd. It is Scott's No. l.3 4 
of P ola nd, one of a series t o commem­
ora t e t h e F irst Nationa l Assembly . 
The P-0lonu s Phila te lic Society used 
this s tam p as a basis for lts souvenir 
s h eet fo r t h e 1941 exhibition a nd a ls ) 
used Parrish 's fa m ous cartoon or Pa­
d erewsl, i as the Mu sic Ma ster leading 
P ola nd again on its pilgrimage in 
,his tory. Pad er ew sl, i con sented t o le t 
P olonu s use his signa ture over the 
s t a mp--a n hon or we a r e proud of . He 
~,!so a utogr a ph ed a la r ge reprodu ction 
✓if th e Parl'i sh dra win g a s a n a wa rd 
at the Polpex ex hibition. He did n ot 
0rdinarily a utog ra ph hi s sta mp, w e 
know o f: the copy tha t h e a utogra phed 
for Th eodor e Steinway of New York 
a nd the block of fou r t ha t h e a uto­
~ra ph ed for Paul V l . Savage of W or ­
cester , Mass. 

Ma n y personal objects of Padere w­
ski a r e now on disp lay in the P olis h 
Museum , 984 Milwa ukee Ave. , Chica ­
go, wher e the P olonu s P hila telic So ­
Piet y has h a d its his t orical m eetings. 
In this Mu seum a r e th e bed in which 
h e died a t the Buckingh a m H otel in 
N ew York, his Steinway upright o n 
which he last practised , his n ovel 
watch presented to him on h is 75th 
birthda y , his concert programs, his 
C'igarette case, and a ll the other ef ­
fects w h ich h e h a d with him in Amer­
ica. It ls a shrine ver y much w orth 
v isiting. 

ET E RN AL I S H l·S FAME 

H e struck the keys w ith v igor 
Their thunder burs t the sky, 

'!'hey scream e d for h eaven's vengeance 
F or m en a bout to die . 

For m en who'll die for freedom 
For Pola nd's liberty. 

T o gain the rights of m a nkind 
T o crush a ll t yr a nny . 

Though Dea th his fin ger s silenced 
Accomplished is his goal. 

1''or Pola nd shall ha ve Freedom 
Eterna l as his soul. 

-Lee S. Sobanski. 

The Publications Committee reports 
it has receiv ed m any requests fo r 
copies of the April B ULLETIN con ­
t a ining the a rticle en t itled "The Art 
of the Polish Postage Stamp" by D r. 
Irena Piotrowska. 

U. S, STAMP HONORIN G POLAN D 

First-day cover s o f the postage 
s t a mp commemorating Pola nd's h e -
1·oic r es is t , nce t o the Nazis w ill be 
availa ble a t both iVashin g ton , D. C., 
a nd Chicago, Ill., on June 22, 1943, 
Postmaster Gene ra l Frank C. Walker 
a nnounced to day. 

The Chica go reg ion probably con­
t a ins the g rea test pe r centage of A ­
mericans of Polish descent, a nd fo r 
th a t reason it was decided to ha ve 
t h e first - day sale of the new s ta mp 
In that city as well as in Wash ing ton. 

The new stamp is 84/100 x 1-44/100 
in dimens ion s (size of the present 
s pecia l delive ry stamp) a nd is ar­
·ra nged ho niz,onta lly a nd issued in 
s heets of 50. 

The centra l subject, w hich is sur­
face . printed , is a rep roduc tion of 
Pola nd's flag in na tura l colors, r ed 
a nd white. In the main fra m e of the 
s ta mp, which is steel engraved , there 
ir, depicted on th e left the phoenix, a 
mythological bird symbolizing the r e -
1·,ewal of life ; a nd on the rig·ht, in a 
corresponding position, is s hown a 
Jrneeling fem a le fig ure portraying the 
breaking o ( the s hacl, les of opp,·ession 
.and enforced servitude. B oth the phoe­
nix and the kneeling fi gu re are sup­
ported by pedestals. In each pedestal 
a ppea rs the d en omina tion num eral '5' 
in white. The pedesta ls rest on a panel 
in which a ppear s the word "Cents" in 
orthodox white-faced Rom a n . Immed­
ia tely ba ck of the wording the pa nel 
Is of a da rker sha de fading out at 
each end. Across the top of the stamp 
appear the words, "Unite d Sta tes 
Postage,' ' in white -faced Gothic, with­
in a rule d pa nel with orna m enta l 
scr oll ends. The entire f ra m e of the 
m a in fea tures ·ts set in a purple back­
g rdu~d·, \fading in ;rays toward a 
light center in which a ppears th e flag. 
U ndernea th the flag, in r eel r egula r 
Gothic lette ring, a ppear s the country's 
na rne, "Poland." 

- Post Office Departm ent 



CHICAGO~FIRST DAY CITY 

In t h e early p a rt of M ay, th e P os t 
O ffi ce De p n rtment a nno un ced th e is· 
s ua n ce of n n ew s eries of s t a m ps hon­
c ring th e O c cupied Coun t ri es. Th e 
stamp h on o!in g P ola nd was a nno un­
ced a s th e fi rs t of th e series wi t h 
''N ashing t on , D . C ., as th e first drty 
ci t y . 

Thi s a nn oun cem e n t was received 
very enthu s ias tically b y t h e m e m-
1:>ers o f the Polonus P hilflte li c S ocie t y 
··.vh o w e r e of t h e opinion t h a t Chi ca•ro . 
the la r gest "Polish C ity' in the w o rld. 
not n ow subjugated , should a lso s hai·e 
in the fi rst d o.y h ono r s in t h e iss u a n c? 
of this n ew s t a mp. 

T o s ecure t h is h on or fo r C hi cag,, 
was n o easy t ask , for it w a s l,n o,yn 
th a t on ce rtn a nnoun cem ent is m a d e 
l)y th e P ost O ff ice con cernin g- th e fi rst. 
,1 a v iRsu a n ce. it is virtua 11y im possibl e 
t o · h ave a ch a n ge m a de-al m o st i ,11-
possible. Th €' Socie t y. under the lead· 
e r shi 1) of its Presiden t, M y r on F:. 
· ·t 0c°'ynski. und ertool, 1;,p secure f or 
C hi ca,rn this h onor. Eve r y on e who 
could h elp in m a kin g- this p ossibl e 
was contact e d. It w as importa nt to 
brin g t o th e attention a nd r ealiza tion 
cf th e P o st Off ice th a t t o leav e C hi­
ca0·0 0 11 t would b e a n error. 'The 
"'";;,ndid r esp'Qn se and coop e r a tion P o­
l ~nu s r eceived w as very gra tify ing 
:,ncl most import a nt of a ll , s u ccessful , 
~·o r on Jun e 1st. cam e t h e a nn o unce ­
n1 ent tha t C hi ca go w ould a lso b e a 
f i r st day c i ty . 

JVfyron :!!:. S t eczy n sld , P r es iden t, 
~l1 oulc1 1 ecei ve f ull crecl it. It w as his 
untirin g efforts, h is zeal a nd un q u a l­
ified i nsisten ce tha t , Chica 0 0 wit'1 h e: 
1nrge p0pul ·, t ion of A m erican s of P ol­
i sh des ent be g iven a n opportunity t o 
r,arti ci pate in ho n oring P ola nd t h a t 
1• a d finall y to a cha n ge in_ th e Pos t 
nffice's orig ina l ann oun cem ent. 

It i s impossib le, of course, a nd 
lack cif s p ace prohibits a full a nd 
com ple t e p u bl ication o f t h e n a ture of 
th e cooperation r ece ived but it would 
1 ,e inte r estin g, we thinl, , ·t o pu b li s h 
f.o m e of the r esponses t o o ur P r es ­
:clent's a ppeal 

E d ward .T. K e lly. M ayor of t h e C ity 
cf Chicago: 

"Realizin a th e s ig nifican ce a m on -:: 
o ur m a n ; citizen s of P olish descent 
a n d a n cestry in Chicago in thi s n ew 
stamp w hich w ill sh ortly be issue·'\ 
h v th e P ost Offi ce D ep artm ent in 
' ·nnor of :rolon d. J w ish :vou t o kn ow 
t h nt I a m m ost h ~ppv t !) forward 

your le tte r to th e H on o rable Franl, 
\ .Yallrn r , Post mast e r Gen e r a l, Wash ­
ington , D . C., with the r equ est tha t 
h e g ive thi s m a tte r hi s car eful con ­
s ide r a tion ." 

Dwight H . Green , Governor, S ta t e o f 
Illino is: 

"Wishing you s u ccess in y ou r e ffort 
t0 b rin g a bout the desig n a tion o.f 
C hicago fo r a firs t day of issu e on 
this pa rti cula r s t a mp." 

H u gh M . Cla ri;:, Sco tt Pu blicatio n s, 
I n c . : 

"Gla d t o learn they h ave recon s icl­
e1 e el ." 

M. S. S zy m c za k , Membe r Board of 
Go : erno s , F'ed e r a l R eserve Syst em: 

"This will ackn owled ge r eceipt of 
~, o u r le tte r w hi ch I immedia t ely took 
up w ith the Post Office Depa rt­
m e nt." 

.'\.nth on y C . Ru sso, Presiden t, Cen tral 
Fed er a tion of Sta mp Clubs : 

"The Centra l Fed e r a tion of S ta mp 
C lu bs, a n 01·ga ni zation combin ed o f 
n c.::L ly a 11 the ph ila t e li c socie ties a nd 
clubs in C hicagola nd , w is h es to ad d 
i ts voice to the a ppeal m a d e t o you 
b y the P olonus Phila t e li c societ y t o 
a dd Chicago as a focal p o int fo r the 
firs t day iss ue of the s t a mp t o be 
issu ed b y the United S t a t es on J'tm e 
22nd to ho n or P ola nd ." 
These are only a f ew of t h e le tte r s 

1he s oc iety r ece ived in a n swer to our 
a ppeal. T o the a b ove can b e add ed 
th e w eight o f m a ny o f t h e individu a l 
., t a mp clubs in Chicagola nd, the phil­
" t e li c press. the press o f Chicago a ncl 
:r0lon11 s ' numerou s f ri ends in the 
phila t elic world. All of t h ese thin gs 
)r a d fin a ll y t o m a ld n g C hicago a 
l'.i r s t c~ay c ity on this occasion . 

MEET THE NEW MEMBERS 
M ember No . J 88, R ev. M a rion .John 

\Ver on , Mission H ou se, Francisc:1. '1 
Fath ers , Elli cott C ity, M a r y la n d (U. 
S .. Pola nd, N orth a nd Centra l Europ e. 
R u ss!a a nd Ger .) 

M e mbe r No. 189, .Joseph W a llace, 
8800 Di_versey Ave ., Chica go, Illinois. 
(Pola nd, Othe r Europe nnd U . S. ) 

APPLICATION PENDING 
Miss R egina Barbara S ie rowiecld , 

2fi68 East 117th S treet, Clevela nd , 0 . 

RESIGNATIONS 
M ember N o. 50, Casimer M . W o jcic­

ld, 1810 W. 17th S t. , C hicago, 111. 
M e mbe1· No. 158. H. R. Zinrla. 1200 

, ~r. W ri7ht Rt .. V ilwn nkee, \ Vis. 



This 1n1 That 
vVork on the Handbook is still in 

the preliminary stages, prog ressing 
satisfactorily. Would you lilrn to help? 
lf you have any specialized info rma­
tion on the stamps of Poland send 
it to the Chairm.1n of Publicativn 3 
Committee. 

,;. * • 

How about those snapshots? J a e 1, 
Domar rea lly wants them. Please send 
them in. Th e sooner, the quiclrnr. 

• • • 
Polonus entered a 20 frame club 

exhibit in the Jack Knight Air Mail 
Society Stamp Exhibit. a one clay 
stand, April 11, 1943. 

The Club exhibit was m ade up of 
material from the collections of G3p ­
inski, Steczynski, Mikucld, Sobanski, 
C. "'Tojcicki, Stuart and Jankowsld. 

* * • 
Inventory Committee, headed by Ben 

Reeves, Chairman, is hard at worlc 
preparing a schedule of property ac­
quired by the Society. This in ventory 
will be publ ished in the BULLETIN 
and should be welcome inform a tion 
for our members. Many of us will b 3 
a mazed when we find out how much 
property the Society rea lly has. 

* * * 
Charles F. Mann, Treasurer of the 

Chicago Philatelic Society, for the 
past 38 consecu tive years resigned at 
the June 3, 1943 meeting of C. P. s. 

• • • 
An orchid to our Pres. for his suc­

,,essful efforts in making Chicago a 
First Day city for the Poland stamp. 

* * • 
,Member A. P . Schaefer won a third 

award, exhibiting Poland, at the Aus­
tin Philatelic Club Exhibit recently. 

* * • 
Chester Langner won a second a­

ward at the J ack Knight Exhibit. Our 
apologies. This item should have bee:1 
listed last month. 

* • • 
Roman Reinowski resigned as Di -

rector of POLPEX 1944. President 
Steczynski will soon announce a new 
Director. 

• • • 
At the June 11th meeting, an elec­

tion to fill the vacancy in the Board 
of Directors caused by the resigna­
tion of Casimer Wojcicki was h eld. 
Member Walter Koczmarek, 5211 N. 
Latrobe Avenue, was the unanimous 
choice of the members present to fill 
the vacancy. 

In the May issue of the BULLETIN 
.Article 12 in Section 2 was quoted it~ 
part. This article provides for a sus­
vension of those of our members who 
.have failed t o pay their current dues 
by the 1st of June. At the June 11th 
r'leeti~g, the members refused to pass 
a motion suspending those whose du es 
l,re n'.}t paid for 1943. 

It seems you don't have to pay youc 
dues in order to be a member of Pol-
0nus. 

• • • 
On May 4, 1943, a t Wilmington, Cal. 

a L iberty Shi p slid down the ways. It 
was christened S. S. I. J. Paderewsl,i. 

• • • 
Thad Stanczak won a Grand Award 

at the Jack Knight Air Mail Society 
Stamp Exhibit with his Vatican Citv 
collection. · 

U. S. WAR SAVINGS STAMPS 
AND BONDS 

"As you all know, the money which 
you are invitee! to put in these stamps 
and bonds will go to work at once in 
the national defense program to pro­
tect the freedom and safety of your 
glo:-ious country. 

"You have been given the respite of 
time to witness the tragic price oC 
lost independence. Other countries 
.have paid for their unpreparedness 
when called to face their hour of clan­
ger. I t is far from my intentions to 
frighten you. But, under deep con­
straint of spirit I must warn you to 
be ready, because I have such great 
a dmiration for your noble country, 
l,ecause I am deeply a ttached to your 
democratic institutions, because thru 
many years of friendship I have come 
to love you." 

-Ignace Jan Paclerewski 

UNITED 
TATES 
:VINGS 
ONDS 
DSTAMPS 
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