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CHRISTMAS SEALS OF POLAND 
by M. E. Uznanski , M. D. 

This year as the Chris tmas seaso n 
a:1 proach es, a nd the spirit of "Peace 
o n Earth, Good ViTill Toward Men" 
prevails in our land, th e s h arp con ­
trast w ith the tragedy that h as e n­
' eloped n ot on ly a ll of Poland , but 
a ll of E urope in its g rip , strikes us 
a nd tempers our t raditiona l joys an ,; 
p leasures. 

Our t houghts in variab ly stray to 
the innocent victims of indiscrimina te 
bo mbings, of c hildren who suffer a n d 
do n ot unders t an d why; of children 

who have been separ,.lted from their 
i:,arents a nd who do not live in the 
security of the ir ho m es; of children 
looking for the surprise package that 
does not com e; of chil dren lookin g 
for a Christmas g ift they will not re­
ce ive. This year , C h ristmas in Poland 
w ill be dark and cold , th ere w ill be 
little s ignifican ce to t h e m essage 
·'Merry Christmas ." 

lmmediate ly after the establis hm ent 
of the P olish Governm ent fo llowing 
the first vVorld vVar, org,tnized work 



of a humanitarian nature began. At 
first. this work was done on a very 
small scale a nd was mostly local in 
na,ture, coverin;; a ll p hases of cha1·­
itable obligations. L<uer, each small 
gTou p began t o assu me s pecial kinds 
of work. One of these g roups took ov­
er the care of victims of Tuberculosis. 
As these organizations grew, the need 
fo1· ra1smg funds for their upkeep 
became greater. Various mea ns and 
methods were devised, but the on e 
which proved most successful was the 
Label or s ·eal. 

The earliest label or seal sold in 
Poland to raise funds for a TubN·cu­
los is Sanatorium was in the year 1920. 
This label consis t ed of a plain in­
scription in blacl< lettering "Na San­
atorium dla Gruzlicznych" upon dif­
fe1·ent colored panels, such as, Rose ­
red, Gray-brown. a nd Blue, witho.1t 
any va lu e indic .,ted . 'I'hey were prbt­
ed on plain white paper without gum, 
an d the whole design measure.cl 85x2G 
mm: It was im perforate. 

About 1924, the Polish Government 
organized a nationwide organization 
kno w n as the "Polski Z w iazek Przec ­
i wgn1zliczy" (Polish Anti-T uberculos­
is Society) under the protectorate of 
the President of Poland, with head­
quarters in vVarsaw. The worl< of th is 
nation a l organization continued a nd 
greater efforts were made t o battle 
the 'Wbite Plague. It was not until 
1926, that this society issued its firs t 
Anti-Tuberculosis seal. This seal is 
lrno wn as the first Christmas Seal 
of Poland. 

1926 
The design consists of an angel and 

a cherub holrling a torch, enclosed in 
a circle upon a solid colored panel. 
The name of the Union or A lliance i s 
printed within t h e white circle. The 
value is printed in each corner upon 
the solid pane in white. There is n o 
Lorraine cross on these seals. The 
whole design is 19x24mm. The issue 
consists of two values, 10 groszy car­
mine and 20 groszy blue. Perforation 
is 12½. The seal is printed on white 
paper with a smooth gum. 

1927 
.For the year 1927, no new issue was 

printed. Th e seals of 1926 which were 
unsold were used for this year. 

192-8 
The design consists of a Guardian 

Angel leading a small child. Behind, 
js the risin g sun. The year 1928 is at 
the upper left corner and the value 
toward the lower left corner. This is 
the first seal which bears the Lor-

raine Cross. The whole design is upon 
:, blue panEl me~suring 20x24mm. 'l'he 
name of the Alliance is printed in red 
above the upper border of the panel 
and below the lowe r bo1·det· of the 
panel. This issue consists of only one 
value, printed on white paper with 
smooth gum and is perforated 12% . 

1929 . 
An old fashioned cradle with a babe 

w hose arms are outstretched toward 
I-'!:eaven and 1he Lonaine Cross ap­
pear upon a solid blue panel. The val­
ue ;s in the upper left corner, while 
the Lorraine Cross is in the uppe1· 
l'ight corner, with the year 1929 just 
below it. The name of the Society is 
p,·inted in blue below the lowe r bor­
clE,r of the p a nel. The design measures 
21 x27rnm.. is printed on white pape1· 
with smooth gum and is perforated 
]Jl/2. 

1930-1931 
Th e d esign of this seal consists oC 

a. large wing of a .n angel with a small 
-:· h i ld unden1e,lth it. indi catin g protec­
tion. The Lorraine Cross is in th e 
upper lef t corner · and the value in the 
lower left corner. Th e name of the 
Society is above t h e lower border in 
two lines. '•'I'here are three values, J 0 
groszy gray and red, 20 groszy bro,n1 
and red , and 1 zloty green . and red. 
The design is printed on white papet· 
with srriooth gum and is perforated. 
Due to the shortage of the 10 gros~J 
\'alue, the 20 groszy was surcharged 
"'10" in a black circle. 

1S31-1932 
This design ~·onsists of six swallo,·,:s 

i,; fli .~ht wi th one pierced by a large 
arrow, falling to the ground. The val­
ue is to the left upon a vertica l d a r k 
panel. 'I'he Lorraine Cross is at the 
lc,ver right. '1'he date a nd n :..1me of 
the Society is above the lower fram e 
in three lin es. The issue h as two 
,·alues. 10 groszy blu e and ora nge and 
50 groszy violet and g reen. Th es e 
seals were sold out and to replace the 
<lemand the 1 zloty 1930-1931 seal was 
overprinted 1931-32. Also the 10 gr·os­
~Y value of the. 1930-1931 issue was 
overprinted "Rok-1931-32" in bla ci, 
double lined letters, covering a strip 
of 5 seals, one-two letters to each seal. 
An auto label similar to the 50 g roszy 
cle,s ign but without date, on transpar­
er,t paper was a lso sold. 

1932-1933 
T h e design consists of a Lorraine 

Cross, bird and flower on a central 
octagon in solid colors, surrounded by 
scrolls. The val ue is in the upper part 
nf the seal and the name of t h e So• 



C'icty in th e lower part. The 10 g ros ­
r,y seal is t h e only one h aving a date. 
The issue consists of three valu es. 10 
,;Toszy b lu e a nd r ed on a yell owis h 
backgTound, 50 g roszy v iol e t an d g r ee:1 
a n cl a 1 z loty brow n a nd r ed on a 
C' J'eam colo r ed background. This issu e 
was so ld out in a very s h ort time . T o1 
e,ontinu e the sale of th e seals, th e 192 8 
seal was overprinted 193 2- 33 in go lcl, 
t he 193 0-31 20 g roszy a nd 1 zloty seals 
\vere overprinted 1932 - 33 in black . 

1933- 1934 
Th e design cons'sts of a Knight in 

armo r killing a dragon with a spear. 
' -·he L'lrr a in e C ross is on the shie ld. 
'!'he d a te is on the 10 groszy valu e 
only. The va lue appears in th e upper 
right corner and t h e n a m e of the So ­
c•ety in white upon a black panel be­
low. There are three Ya lu es, 10 g r oszy 
~J lack. r eel on white. 20 g roszy bl Jck 
1'ed on yellowish backgTound , a n d 50 
g ros zy black, red on or a n ge b ack­
ground. 

1934 
To comm em or::ite t h e -tenth a nnive ,·­

sary of the Society, a special seal 
was iss u ed . The design co n s ists of a 
c hild w ith h ands upra ised. looking u,­
ward the Lorraine Cross in the Sun. 
The issue consisted of two values, J 0 
gToszy, o ra n ge a nd black and 20 g r os ­
zy, g r een a nd black. Th e value is o,i 
hath sides of the child with t h e dates 
1924-1934 just below. Th e name or 
t1 ,e S c ie ty is below the dates printed 
in two lines. 

19,35.1936 
Th e design of t h e seal for this year 

is a vel'y odd one. It consi sts of a 
'heavily robed fig ure h olding a lamb 
with the Lorra ine Cross in th e lowe r 
cen t e r of th e robe with t h e word 
"Chl'Oni '' (protects) in a three-quar­
ter cJt·c le arou nd the cross. The n ame 
of the Society is in the uppe ,· part or 
the seal, w hile the value is in the low ­
f' l' part. The date 1935 is to the Jere 
u nd 1936 is t o the right of th e figure. 
Th e iRsue con s isted of th r ee vnlues, 
JO g-roszy, b lack, r ed a nd blue, <ii 
g ro::;zy, black, r-e d a n d green , a nd 5J 
g roszy, black , red and violet. 

1936- 1937 
Th e design portrays t wo h a n ds 

fc,1 -m ing a c .1p like re~eptacle h olding 
:L flame. The name of the Society is 
in t h e upper part of the seal. Th e 
Yalue is in the lo\\·er left corner. The 
date 1936/7 is ver tica lly a long the left 
J10rder above the h ands, while the 
.Lorraine Cross is to t h e rig ht. above 
the h a nd s. The issue con s ists of t wo 
\<llllE'~- 10 g ro1,zy, black , red a nd brown 

on a w hite background and 20 groszy, 
b lack, r ed and b!'own on a yellow 
background. 

1938-1939 
Th e design consists of a sword with 

a Lorraine C ross upon i t , cru shin g 
the word "Gruzlica" (Tuberculosis). 
'Th e nam e of t h e Society is printed a t 
t h e top of t h e seal a nd t h e v a lu e is a t 
the right. On ly the 10 groszy seal has 
the date which is loca t ed a b ove the 
value. The iss ue con s ists of two val­
ues, 10 g r oszy, black a nd or a n ge a nd 
t h e 20 g r oszy, green a nd o ra n ge. 

On September 1. 1939 , the terrible 
plague of Naziism struck a nd overran 
Poland. 1' his plag ue destroyed liYes 
1by fire , sword, bombing and starva­
tion. It was reported the Germans de­
s troyed a ll t h e stocks of t h e 1938-
1939 seals. However the sea ls are 
printed one yea1· in :idvance, to be 
,released in November, a nd so some 
of the seals in som e manner by a n 
advance release r Eaehed the hands of 
a tf>\\• collectors. 

I.N MEMORI AM 
FELIX P I E NTKA 

He died in the sei·v ice of our coun ­
try. 

Forever e n s hrin ed in the h earts of 
th ose who knew and loved him. 

MEET TH E N EW MEM BIE RS 
l\ l em ber No . 204. Joseph A. Kloskow-. 

ski, 475 Commonwealth Ave., New 
Britain. Conn. (Poland, U. S. a nd 
Precan cels) 

M ember No. 205. Rev. Pau l Piechocki. 
79 South Main Street , Middletown. 
Co nn. (Poland a ncl Precancels) 

APPLICATI O N S PE N DING 
Henry Pines, 4132 Sheridan Rd ., Chi­

cago, lllinois. /US a nd EPP) 
:\fitchell W. Galowicz, 226 Liberty St., 

Braintree 84, Mass. (US and EPP) 

LIFE ME MB,ERS 
4-LM 1. Chester Milrncki, 

W inch ester Ave., Ch icago, 
1-LM 2. Leste r J a nkowski, 

Salle St. , Chicago 3, Ill . 

1844 N o. 
Ill. 
10 S. La 

CHANG E OF AD D R E SS 
Lt. J. Burghardt. AATB. Field Post 

Office. U. S. Navy #417 N. Y . C . 

PO L PEX CATALOG 
For each P olpex, a very fin e printed 

Program-or sh nll we properly say, 
Cata log, is issued. Tn o rde r to p ay for 
it, Ads a r e solicited. (They n eed not 
be Philatelic Ads-any kind w ill b e 



accepted). The prices a r e $9.00 for a 
full page, $5.00 for a h a lf p a ge, $3.00 
fo r a q uarter page. a nd $2.00 for a 
'one -inch Ad. We a lso h ave a page 
where we li st the n a mes of Patrons 
at a $1.00 per name, a nd a n oth er page 
'wh e re we list Good Fellows at 25 
cents a n ame. 

'l'his being our Fifth Anniversary, 
it would be very fine to m a im this 
eatalog th e finest one that h as been 
i s~ued, BUT, WE CAN ONLY DO IT 
JF' YOU HELP SECURE A D S-PA­
TRONS- G OOD FELLOWS - ANY -
THING--BUT PLEASE DO SOME­
THING. 

You kn ow, we h ere w ill h ave ou 1· 
h a nds full p u tting on th e Exhibition , 
so this is one way you can h e lp. S en d. 
your Ads. Patrons or Goodfello ws to 
J . J . DOM;AR, 3715 Clinton Aven ue, 
Ber wyn, Illinois. 

P0LPEX 1944 
.John Bobo h as been appointed Di­

\·ector of POLPEX 1944 by Myron E . 
Stec~yn s l, i , president -of t h e Society. 
Bobo h as a lso accepted the tremen­
dously important task of being the 
Direct or of Publicity for t h e Show. 
'Two big jobs in o ne person. It looks 
as if the labor s h ortage has hit Pol­
onus. J ohn Bobo i s hard at worik now 
making the plans for a s u ccessful 
stamp s h ow. John realizes the import ­
a n ce of this POLPEX. It is the fifth 
a nnive r sary ,;how. It must be good. 
It will be g ood, if the temporary pla n s 
discussed by John a nd his committee 
work out. ,~ra t ch fo r t h e comple t e 
exp ose of the plans of the POLPE X 
Director in the .Ja nuary issue of th e 
BULLETIN. 

POLPEX AUCTION 
Even a t this early date, Roman R ei ­

nowski, Auction m a n ager, is enthu s ­
ias ti c a t the response o,f m embers to 
his appeal for Jots for the POLP~, 
a uction . Roma n h as received som e 
splendid material whfch assures bid­
ders at the a uction of choice ite ms . 

It has again been demonstrated tha t 
members of Polonu s h ave the material 
Poland collectors can use, but Roman 
wants t his POLPEX Auction to be 
outstandin g. He reports he can u s e 
m ore ch oice lots. If yo u h ave any dup­
licat e m a t e rial n ow is the time t > 

send it to Roman Reinowski., 1939 S '· 
Highland Avenu e , Berwyn , IJ l!nol s, s J 

that it will reach him before .January 
7. 1944. 

The market on the stamps of P '1 -
land is up at the present time. NO\\ ' 

is the time to sell your duplicate ma­
terial. Catalog of POLPEX A u ction 
will be p ubli sh ed in the .January is­
s ue of th e BULLETIN. 

THIS ' N ' THAT 
At last, at la st, at lon g last. H e re 

is the judgrn' d ecision in th e S. P . A. 
Branch P'u blica ti on s Contest. Why i t 
s h ould Ile s u '"h a secret, a nd more 
important a n activ ity n ot wor thy of 
mention in the SPA Journa l is some ­
thing we do not und erstan d. W ell 
a n yway h e r e it is: 
Roosevelt Straight Edge .. 84.60 p ::i in ts 
C levela nd Stamp Club .... 80.80 
Chesapeake Crab ...... . 77 .14 
Pol onus BULLETIN . . . 7l . 14 
M ound C ity stamp Club . 65.52 
Austin "Zepp" . . . . . . . . . . 58. 84 
N orthea ster (Phila .) 49. 56 

Now n o more m ystery. 
Th e Secreta ry received a postal ca!'cl 

from Norb ert Zielinski , in form ing hi111 
th a t Norbert is n ow in "Boot" tra i 1: -

ing 3t Great L a kes. Nor bert, you re­
m embe r is the first of our Juniu r 
Members to grad ua t e to the Senl orn. 
His pleasing p erson a lity a nd the h e lp 
e n w hich we counted from him for 
POLPEX 1944 w ill b e greatly missed. 
H e is the 20th m embe r of Polonus 
now in th e Arm ed Forces. 

Polon us Nomin ates! On ce again 
nwmbers a re reminded that the m eet­
ing at which n omination s for off ice r s 
ior the coming· year a r e made is the 
rree tin g of .Janua r y 14 , 1944. T h e 
F,lection will b e h e ld on .ra n ua ry 28th. 
r.u t to be e lected to office, one must 
firs t be nomina t ed. 

Th e n omination s are terrib ly im­
portant. S how you,. interes t in th e 
Society by attending the meeting J an , 
14, 1944. 

Th e two n ew members, w h ose names 
a re published in this i s s u e of th e 
BULLETTN, were proposed by Ste­
phen G. R ich . 

Letter from m ember PFC Elmer 
Kencz (so m ewh ere in t h e Pacifi c) . 
'·Thanks for your letter of Oct. 7th . 
I h ave received my memberRhip card . 
~ am most h appy to be a member oC 
Po Ion u s .... I coll ected Poland s ince I 
was about 12 years old. Pola nd was a 
neighbor cou n t ry-I myse lf came from 
ll ungary s hortly before the present 
war. I h ope some of the fe llows wi ll 
write to me." How about it f ellows. 
H is address i s in the October issue 
of the Bulletin. 

On ly two life m emb er s in Po\onu s 
,.,_ th e present ti me . How a bout it­
we co t.: ld use m a ny more. 
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