
BUL LETI N OF THE 

Issue No. 20 April 1944 

LesLer Janlrnwski, E ditor a n d Ch a i rman Publications Comm:ttee 
10 South LaSalle S t reet, Chicago 3, Ill. 

J. J. Demar, Ch airm an Membership Committee 
3715 Cl inton Ave., Berwyn, Ill. 

Sobieska at Vienna 
by M. E. Steczynski 

If Poland were to issue a stamp t o 
cum memorate its greatest role in h is­
to r y, t hat stamp wou ld be in hon or of 
Jan Sobiesld's victory at V ienna on 
~eptember 12, 1683. Likewise, if Po ­
lan d were to devo t e a stamp to i ts 
greatest painter, it wou ld honor J an 
Matejko. who kept a live on can vas 
g lorious episodes of Pola n d's past. 

I s it any won der th en, t hat if I 
\\•ere asked to n ame my fa vbrite stam p 
of Poland, I would choose th e 1. 20 
z lot y darl, b lue issu e li s t ed by scott 
a s No. 278? T h is stamp brings to ­
geth er both Jans-the artist Matejko 
and the general Sobieski-in a frag• 
ment from the famous painting "So­
bieski at Vien n a ." 

The Art is t Mate jka 

Matejko (1838 - 1893) , t h e eleventh 
l()f t hirteen children , an artist of lim ­
ited means but of unbounded pat r iot ­
ff,m, felt that not only t h e world in 

general. but even Ron1-e was p r on e 
t o fo,·get P oland's galla n t deed in 
saving Ch ristianity from pagan is m. 
}.J ,, tcj trn's concern was to keep alive 
the .big momen t w h en Poland had 
J· arnd h er breas t to protec t wester.1 
European civili za tion and Ch r istia n ­
ity. So in 1883, two hu n dred years af­
ter the battle, he pain ted a canvas o · 
hero ic proportions, abou t 30 . feet wide 
Ly about 15 feet high , showin g t h e 
victoriou s Sobieski entering Vienn~. 
c1nd presen ted it to Pope Leo XIII. 
'l'his masterpiece of faithful deta il 
h a n gs in th e Vatican to remi nd th e 
Jl oly See t h at a gallant people ch am-
1 ioned t h e cause of Christianity in its 
critical hour. 

Sob ieski , "The Lio n" 

Jan III Sobieski (1624-1696) was a 
ta ll and corpul ent fe llow-12.r;:; e fac ed 
a ncl. full -eyed. H e lived at a time w h en 
Foland was overwh elmed lJY invade:·;; 



from every direction , and h e estab­
lished his rep,,tat ion a s a military 
geniu s by defeating T artars, Turks, 
af).d other s, on numerous occasion s. H e 
fought the Turks w ith a vengeance­
each infidel seemed to be his persona l 
enemy-so they referred to him as 
ml'he T erribl e" an d "The Lion ." His 
t rillia n t reco rd on the battl efield l'e ­
su lted in his e lec tio n as King J a n Ill 
in 1674 a nd placed him as the out­
standin g leader of forces fighting t h e 
Turk. 

Sobiesk i h ad the power to arou se, 
rev italize a nd lead his people to vic ­
tory. Even today these quali ties w hic h 
wel'e in him brin g enco urag·ement and 
inspiration to Poles fighting and con ­
quering overwh elming odds. The man's 
milita r y geniu s is n evex- questioned. 
As a states m a n , however, h e perh aps 
failed som ewhat in that h e m ay h .tve 
t ru sted too much in the sanctity of 
t r eaties and placed too mu ch faith in 
th e hon o r a nd integ-rity of oth 2rs. 
Consequ ently . his r e ig n depended on 
military victories for its bright spots. 

With his French w ife , Marie, w h -:i m 
Sobieski called by the Polish "Ma ry­
sienka," he r ad three ~o n s- J anws, 
Alexander and Constantine- and :t 

(laughter, Theresa. 
Sobiesk.i lies buried in the , ¥awe! 

Cathedral a t Krakow with the other 
king-s of Pola nd as well as with Tha d­
rieu s Kosciuszko, the ch am pion of P o ­
li sh independence; P rince Joseph Pon­
iatowsld , Napoleon's famou s m arshal. 
and Adam Mickiewicz, the n ation a l 
bard. 

The Victory at Vienna 

In 1683 , the Moslem General , Kara 
Mustapha, w ith a horde of 300,000 m en 
with countless h orses, camels , buffa­
loes a nd with limitless baggage, 
marched in from Belgrade t o occupy 
V ienna . His forces formed a ring a­
·1 ound th e city to besiege it. The Aus­
trian Emperor, Leopold I, abandon ed 
the city a nd sent m essen ger s to King 
Sobieski to save Vienna. The Pope 
l.'kewise sent emissaries t o Sobieski 
to save Christia nity . Th e galla nt So­
bieski promised h elp a nd acted 
promptly. The speed of mobilization 
of t h e P olish arm y broke a ll records 
for tpat ae;e. The record-breakin ;,; 
march t o Vienn a aver aged 21 l<ilo­
meters per clay. 

It sh ould be rem ember ed that Vi­
enna was only ligh tly garrisoned. The 
Turks formed a veritable ring around 
the city to besiege it. The Polish. Au :, -

trian and Ger man arm ies totaling a­
.bout 75,000 m en were marching to 
the relief of the city . S obieski had the 
largest Christian con ti n gen t ana m a de. 
a ll military dec is ions r ega rding th ti 
p la n of battle. I-le surveyed the posi­
tion and s trEn gth o f the lll os lems from 
a hill -top a nd ordered a lightnin g at­
t ack . Under the personal comma nd of 
8obiesld, the Polish H u ssars w ith 
t h eir winged armor charg ed the mai11 
r-iass of the Tu r k s in a fiery onslaught 
.and burst right in to the Vizier's tents. 
The w hizzin g f eather s and s h r ieks of 
the soldiers terrorized th e flee ing, 
Turks. All their priceless riches, su­
perb equ ipa ge a nd jewellEcl weapons. 
tell into the att:ickers' hands, w h o 
looked more like Turks than Poles. 
a fter they got t h rough outfittin g 
'tbemselves. So i:>iesld's s h a r e a lone is 
said t o h ave y ie lded several million 
ducats and with his Turl,ish captives, 
a llowed him to expand his fine pa lace. 
Wila now, n ear Warsaw. 

Vienna was free . Th e people in the 
IJesieged city s imply went w ild ove: 
the Polish h ero. His task wa s well 
c'one. Sobies 'd pa r a phrased Caesar's 
famous words in a message to the 
Pope. "Veni, Vidi , Deus Vinxit." h e 
wrote. " I came, I saw, but God con ­
quered.'' 

Since this memorable victory in 
1683, popes, emperors, kings a nd 
p rinces tri ed to ou td o each oth er in 
their pra i se of Sobieski as the savior 
,,f Christianity a nd ·western Civiliza­
tion. Sobieski's victory frustrated the 
Jast effort of the Crescen t to conquer 
the Cross; en ab led Europe to take the 
offensive; h elped form the Ball,an 
countries and sta rted to dispose of 
the '1s ick m an of Europe,"· n ot saying 
a n ything abou t protectin g th e culture 
w hich centers in Vienna. 

The Relief of Vienna Stamp; 

Exactly 250 years afte r this memor­
Bble victory, on September 12, 1933, 
Poland issued the large, darlc blu e 
Sobieski stamp, Scott's No. 278. It 
measures 44 by 23½ mm., a nd is 
1.-rinted in sh eets of 70 on v ertically 
r ibbed yellowisb paper. Perforation s 
are 11½ a nd 12½ by 11½. The letters 
P.W.P.,V. (Polska Wytwornia Papie­
row 'Nartosciowych) in the bottom 
center designate the malrnr of t h e pa­
per (Polis h Mills for Valu a b le Pa­
pers), The total issue w a s 2.006,620 
copies, of which 1,100,000 wer e later 
surch arged to correspond with the 
reduced p s s tal r a tes " 'hi ch wen t into 



Effect on October 1, 1934, This made 
the net issue 906,620 copies. The 1, 20 
:d. had no direct postal a pplication 
then, so the stamps were overprinted 
in red to cancel the original value and 
to add the new denomina tion of 1 zl. 
in the lower center. In the first sur­
charged issue of 500,000 (Scott's No. 
286) the figure 1 is larger (5 ½ mm .) 
,than the 1 of zl. The perforations are 
1 ·1 ½ and 12xll1/2 . In the second sur­
c harged issue of 600,000 (Scott's No. 
286A) the figure l is the same size 
4½ mm.) as the 1 of zl. and the per­
forations are 11½, 12xll½ and 12½ 
X 111/2 , 

As mentioned before, the stamp 
s hows a fragment of Matejk.o 's paint­
ing at the Vatican. In fact , less than 
20 per cent of the entire area of the 
painting is ini'luded. The Turkish en­
campment, the banners, the atmos­
phere of grandeur, the rainbow and a 
n1yriad of details are deleted. But the 
story is there. The corpulent Sobieski, 
·w ith sceptre in hand , is seated on his 
r,owerful white steed at the moment 
,of his greatest glory as he is enter­
ing Vienna after the battle. He is re­
ceiving the p laudits of the citizens,. 
the clergy and the army. On Sobieski's 
ldt (in the very center of the stamp) 
is his second son, Alexander, who 
'accompanied his gallant father at Vi­
enna. At the extreme right is Charles 
V, Duke of Lorraine who commanded 
,the Austrian forces in the battle. Be­
r ·Ind Sobieski a re the Hussars-those 
raounted knights who strucl, terror in 
the enemy with the whiz and swish 
of their ,vinged armors. 

Artistically the stamp is a gem. 
The layout permits the painting it­
self to extend to all outer edges ex­
cept for narrow panels at the sides 
which give strength to the framing 
and tie into the upper and lower let­
tering panels. The words POCZTA 
POLSIKA (Polish Postage) and the 
denomination l. 20 zl. are placed be­
yond the arch at the top of the paint­
ing. The king's name is inserted in a 
panel in the lower left and the event 
is, inscribed in the panel at the lower 
ri g·ht. These panels form a break at 
the bottom which allows Sobieski's 
}10rse virtually to jump out of the 
picture. The ornamentation shows 
l•'rench influence which prevailed at 
Sobieski's palace at Wilanow. Credit 
for this layout goes to R. Kleczewski, 
the designer, whose name a ppears at 
th'e lower left of the stamp. 

The handlin g of the engraving is 

superb. It must b e studied under a 
m agnifying g lass to be appreciated. 
Each dot and line was painstakingly 
carved by h a nd in the actual size of 
,the stamp. Sharp detail of the huge 
painting is brought out as if by m agic. 
The value of highlights a nd s hadows 
is carefully preserved. Each face is 
a masterpiece in miniature. The en­
graver, Wladyslaw Vacek.. whose name 
appears in the lower ri ght, by virtue 
of this stamp alone, should rank a­
mong the very b est. 

The color of the stamp is also wen 
-chosen. The Polish Museum in Chi­
cago has proofs of this stamp in vari­
iOUs colors and the actual blue used i s 
no doubt most satisfactory, especiaJJv 
under prolonged anaylsis and study.• 

*Reprinted in part from STAMPS 
by permission. 

We wish one of our members would 
list all of the varieties of the Poland 
Flag Stamp. How about it? Write it 
11p, send it in and we will be very 
happy to print it . 

.......................... 

BUY , 
UNITED 
STATES 

SAVINGS 
BONDS 

ANDSTAMPS 

.......................... 



S. P, A. GOLDEN J U B ILEE TO 

FEATURE CH I PEX 

Commi',tees Are Na med 

Anthony C. Russo, president of the 
Central Federation of Stamp Clubs, 
and general chairman of Chipex III, 
has an-,1ounced committees for the 
operation of the exhibition to be held 
in conjunction with the Society of 
Philatelic Amerieans' Golden Jubilee 
Convention in Chicago the week-end 
,•·'. August 10-13. These committees 
are: 

Honorary chairman: Saul Newbury, 
Dt. Clarence Hennan, Olaf Nagel and 
Julius 1\Testphal. 

General Chairman: Anthony C. R u s­
so, Austin Philatelic C1ub . 

Exhibition : Alfred Diamond, Chica­
go Philatelic Society ; H . V. Gustav­
son, Austin Philatelic Clu b; Ben 
!'teeves, Polonus Philatelic Society. 

Bourse: Roman Rienowski , Cicero­
Berwyn Phil?.telic Society, 

Publicity: David Lidman, Chicago 
1-'hilatelic Society. 

Women's Activities: Mrs. F. Pauli, 
Chicago Woman's Stamp Club. 

Finance: J. P. Rux, Hawthorne 
Stamp Club. 

Activities program: W. H . Schulze, 
Chicago Philatelic Society. 

Booster ticlrnts: L. E. Van Reeth, 
T• oosevelt Philatelic Society. 

Program: .Tohn S. Bobo, Polonus 
Philatelic Society . 

Reception: Mrs. H . Kunzendorf, 
Chicago vVoman's Stamp Club. 

Legal Advisor: Lester Jankowski , 
Polonu.s Philatelic Society. 

Contact: Edward Benson. North 
Shore Philatelic Society: E. H. Well-
1~1an. Jack Knight Air Mail Society. 

Transportation: Fred Peters, Aus­
tin Philatelic Club. 

Seals : Henry Grimsland. 

In announcing these committees, 
President Russo stated that Chipe~ 
III would be the greatest yet unde [· 
sponsorship of the Central F 'ederation 
of Stamp Clubs. The show will be 
presented at the LaSalle Hotel, also 

. the site of the s. P. A. Golden JubHee 
Convention. The convention had been 
planned for Washington but because 
c,f travel diffi culties and at the request 
of the office of Defense Transporta­
tion, S. P. A. President J. Edward 
Vining of Webster Groves, Mo., and 
. his a dvisors decided on the centrally-

loc:i.ted vVindy City as th e conven ­
tion site. 

Complete de tails of the convention 
and exhibition have not been com­
pleted. However, it is a nticipa t ed tha t 
C'hica,'s·o--already a historic spot in 
the annals of S. P. A .-will again 
produce a n interesting a nd outstand­
fn g convention. The exhibition com­
mittee under the able guida nce of 
Alfred Dia m ond, S. P. A . secretary, 
a ided by' H . V. Gusta vson a nd Ben 
Reeves, is expect ed to offer one of 
the finest shows in the history of 
Chicago. Plans include the showing 
0f several notable collections. Collec­
tors interested in exhibiting a re to 
communicate with Chairman Diamond 
a t 11 S. LaSalle St., Chica go. 

B EE BA DU RIN G S, P. A, 
CON V E NTION 

Plans are now being made by the 
Polonus Philatelic Society to· feature 
2.s one of its many activities during 
the Golden .Jubilee S . P . A. Conven­
tion and CHIPEX, to be held in Chi­
cago during August, a BEEBA on Aug. 
11, ,.844. In the past the BEEBA has 
been one of the highlig hts of Inter-· 
uational Philatelic Week and usually 
climaxing the week's activities. 

Significantly, each succeeding- BEE­
BA h as attra cted a larger number of 
guests. Our guests, having tasted this 
truly Polish example of hospita lity­
.a welcome coming straight from the 
.heart-and having spent a n enjoyable 
,evening supping on traditional Polish 
dishes in a friendly environment where 
the spirit of goodfellowship prevailed, 
'have left us looking forward to com­
ir,g again, and have each time brought 
some one. Our motto always has bee-n 
'·The more the merrier." It' s the tall< 
of the '!.'own. 

The usual BEEBA r efreshments, 
;consisting of Polish sau sage, k a pusta, 
herrings in Rhine wine, Polish sar­
dines (pre-war vintage) , cheese, bread, 
coffee and cake will be served . But 
,more about that later. 

We a re expectantly hoping that 
many of our out of town members 
will be in Chicago to a ttend th e S. 
P. A . Convention a nd CHIPIDX, so 
that they m a y attend this BEEBA 
with other members of the S. P. A. 
We hope to renew old friendships a nd 
begin m a n y new on es . 



LETrERS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
IN SERV ICE 

From somewhere in the So uth Pa­
cific: 

" I r eceived 4 copies of the Polonus 
BULLETjN several days ago, thanlu 
·,ery much for sen din g the m. 'l'hey 
a r e very interesting. I have been out 
of touch now for over 2 years. 

Thaddeus Piorlrnwsld 

"Easter Greeting a nd Best Wish es." 
Julia C. Pach , A. N. C. 2nd Lt. 

Fort Dix, N. J. 

"I would greatly a pprecia t e it if 
you would send m e som e old copies 
of philatelic magazines or addresses 
of people w ho would b e interes t ed . 
!These magazines are not so much for 
:my own n eed but for the n eeds a nd 
use of the enlisted men, w h o a r e in­
te res t ed a nd with whom I'm tryin g 
to learn more about stamps. These 
boys h ave le isure t ime i n the evenings, 
~nd i f they had lite r a ture pertainin g 
to their hobby many a dull hour would 
be c h a n ged into a n hour of inte r est 
a nd ed ucation ." 

S. F. G-a,laskiewicz, 1st Lt. 
26th M e d . En. Co. A. 

.Camp Grant, Ill. 

" I had to give up philately tempor­
a rily. There are other activities tha t 
t a k e up most of° m y time. I have fo l ­
lowed Polonus th rou gh the v arious 
1,ewspapers a nd m agazin es a nd the 
BULLEJTIN. I believe t h e '44 Souvenir 
~heet the best yet . I liked th e a ir of 
aggressiveness and confidence that it 
keynoted. Keep up the good work. 

Edward Stepnowsl,j 
Camp Macka ll , N. C. 

MEET THE NEW M,EMBERS 

Member No. 221. M a lcolm Lewis, 110 
McDonald Street, M a rietta, Geor g­
ia. (P, Scandinavia, China) 

;11 ember No. 222. E dward Kroll, 2717 
10th Street, Wyandotte, Mi ch. (P, 
a nd U. S.) 

Member No. 223 . Anthony Sch wander­
la., 108 05 Spa Place. J amaica 4, 
N. Y. (P, Czechoslovakia, Cent. 
Lith. and B. N. A.) 

REINSTATEMENT 

• fember No. 46. J. L obsenz, 336 Fort 
Washington Ave. , New York 33, 
N. Y. (P) 

CHAN GE OF ADDRESS 

'"Walter Kaczmarek 
l6i1 w . Division St. 
C h icago 22, Ill . 

John J . S kotnic l,i 
1360 'iV. Walton St. 
Ch icago 22, Ill. 

Mrs. Angelina Drabczyk 
3011 vV. Diversey .Ave. 
C hicago 18, Ill. 

FINAL FIGURES ON U. S. FLAGS 

First day cover s for th e Overru:1 
Countries Series, completed D ec. 7, 
tota lled 1,993,898. Th e Polis h stamp, 
w i th a t wo-city first day, topped t h e 
li s t with 224 ,172 cover s. D e nm a rk. fo r 
whom the las t stamp was iss ued- the 
•country bein g b e la tedly a dded to th e 
l;st a fter much proddin g of th e P . O. 
Department-was h on ored with the 
highest total for a o ne - city first day , 
173. 784 covers. 'The statistics, a ll first 
clay points bein -s Washington the Po­
li sh stamp a lso bein g sold in C hicago : 
I ssued Country Covers Stamps sold 
June 22, P oland *224,172 1,053,011 
.Ju ly 12, Czechoslo' ia 145,112 617,801 
.J ul y 27, Nor way 155,054 627.927 
Aug. 10 , L u xemburg 166.367 552,749 
Aug. 24, Neth e r la nd s 148,7G 3 537,720 
Sept. 14, Belg ium 154,220 519·,859 
Sen t. 28 Fra nce J 63,478 500 ,921 
Oc t. 12, Greece J 66 ,55 3 497,172 
Ort. 26, Y ugoslavia 161.835 494,392 
~ov. 9, A lbania 162.27a 478,05'> 
Nov. 23, A ustria 172,28'i 500,231 
Dec. 7, D enmark 173,784 586,921 

Tota ls 
1,993,898 6,966.767 

($348.339 . 25) 

•Includes C hi cago sales: 88,170 cov ­
ers, 415 ,062 stamps. 

DE,EPEST SYMPATHY 

'iVorcl has reached us of the death 
of the fath er of Roman Reinowski. 
ou r Director a nd Sales a n cl A u ct ion 
Man ager. The officers of Polon us a nd 
members extend their h eartfelt and 
cieepest sympa thy to Roman nnd hi s 
fam ily in this h our of bererwement. 

Buy \Var Bonds & Stnmrs 



THIS 'n THAT 

The Regina Bain Donation Auction 
will be h eld April 28, 1944, at the club 
r oom s of the Society, 1062 N. Ash­
la nd Ave. Members s hould bid gen­
t?rously at this a uction as the pro­
ceeds will b e used to increase the 
.activities of the Society, All of the 
material h as been donated by Mrs. 
R egina Bain and is from the collec ­
tion of h er late husba nd . 

• • • 
R om a n Reinowski, Auction Manag ­

er, advises that the Auction cataLig 
has been mailed to each m e mber . 

* • • 

Our tha nks to Frank Kova rik, the 
able a nd genial Editor of the Czecho­
slovak Specialist for his splendid write 
up about POLPEX 1944, 

• • * 

The Jacl, Knight Air Mail Society 
will hold its "Apex" on April 23, 1944, 
at the Olympic Bldg,, in Cicero, Ill. 

* • • 

Austin Philateli c Club will feature 
its Annual Stamp Exhibition on May 
4, 5, a nd 6, 1944, a t the Austin Town 
H a ll , Lake and Central Aves. 

* • * 

Rom a n Reinowski spent a pleasant 
and enjoyable week end in Clevela;1d 
a t the Garfield Perry Annual Stamp 
Show. 

• • 
R ay Bartz of the Pulask.i Phila­

telic Society and Polonus member 
#160 was recently elected Secretary 
•of the Michigan Stamp Club. C'on• 
g r a tulations Ray, in yQur n ew job. 

* • • 

'T'he n ew officers of the Pu laski 
Philatelic Society for th e year 194 4 
a r e: J oseph Kay, president; Franl, 
.Ta n cowski, secretary; a nd Joseph 
T arnowski. treasurer. Th e officers a nd 
m embers of Polonus extend congrat­
ulation s t o them a nd b es t wis hes for 
a successful season. 

* • • 

Members Steczynski, Wolosewick 
v nd Rich exhibited in 10th Anniver-

~ary Stamp Show of the North Sh 0ra 
Philatelic · Society h e ld at the Edge­
water Beac h J-lote l. Each won a n a ­
ward. 

• * 

Joe Godlef, our m ember from Brook-· 
lyn , was a welcome vis ito1.· at our last 
meeting. 

• • • 
The second m eeti ng of ea ch month. 

will be d evoted to stamp talks, mos t­
ly about th e s tamps of Pola nd. An 
interesting program is nlannect. 

• • • 

How about bringing som e of you r­
Poland duplicates to th e n ext meet­
ing'? Some of us could buy, you could 
sell, trade or exchange, if y ou wish. 

* * * 

Adam Kloslrnwski, Librarian , 2708 
?-lorth Harding Avenue, Chicag o 47. 
Illinois, an noun ces h e h as som e dupli­
c- tr, vclumes of STAMPS a nd single 
copies of STAMPS a nd GOSSIP. 
which h e h as cu ll ed from the Societ)• 
library , h e i s authorized to sell. Need 
:i..ny? 

* • * 

\'Ve note a ·l'eport in L inn's Weekly 
of April 13, 1944, that Germ a n y h as 
issued 57 postag·e stamps for use in. 
Poland under Germ a n occupa tion. 

Also from Linn 's of the same issue 
we quote: "Mr. John I-I. Feeman of 
Indianapolis, Ind ., r eports the most 
off center variety we h ave yet h eard 
of in these fl a g stamps. Tt is a copy 
of the P ola nd stam p w hich came on 
a Firs t D ay Covers from W ashin g ­
ton and th e lithograph print is so, 
badly off cente r in th e en g raved frame 
that th e word "POLAND" below th e 
:nag is over th e word "CENTS" in 
the engraved part of the stamp. There 
would be at least four sh eets of fifty 
of this variety a nd t h ere oug ht to be 
many oth ers in the hands of collec­
t ors who h ave first day cover s." 

* * * 
We have a lready m ention ed the two 

printiniss of the Poland flag stamp. 
See BULLE'TIN No . 15. 
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