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Eastern Silesia, known as C'IESZYN 
to Poles and· TESCHEiN to Czechs, is 
a region straddling the Polish- Czech 
frontie r a bout halfway a long th e 
declcle edge of Northern Czechoslo­
vakia . It is a n area of about 850 
square miles, with a popu la tion of 
450,000. 

CIESZYN is importa nt because it is 
,rich in coke a nd gas coal deposits , 
•the bes t in Europe, used both by Po­
la nd a nd Czech oslovakia a nd had lung 
been a source of controversy between 
the two nations. A lso it is a corr-ido,· 
for two g-reat t rans-European r a il 
·routes linking Vienna a nd B udapest 
with Berlin and Warsaw. 

As fa r bacl, as the Ninth Centu,· ~· . 
t he kings of Poland a nd Bohemia 

/C lashed frequently over Cieszyn, but 
in 1335 A. D. the Polish crown re lin­
quished it in favor of Bohemia, (the 
western end of " ·hat is or was modern 
Czechoslovakia). whence it passed to 
Austria after the H a psbu rgs gain e d 
the Bohemia throne . Through the 
years however, the popula tion r e ­
mained predomin antly Polish although 
t here were s uostantia l settlemen t s of 
(1-ermans a n d Czech s. 

So we corri.e to 1920.-Czech osloval<ia 
and Poland ha d been a llies and fri end s 
in the World War, yet both cla im ed 
this region of Cieszyn. Poland's cla im 
was racial. The inhabitants of th e 
area were ·more than 65 per cent Po -
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lish. Czechoslovakia's cla im was his ­
torical, the fact that Cieszyn was a n 
integral part of th e old kin gdom of 
Bohemia , which, said the Czechs, nev­
e r ceased t o exis t though it was part 
of t h e Austrn-Hungarla n Empire. The 
Czech popula tion, however , was n ot 
ovPr 25 per cen t. From the 10 per cent 
German population ca_me ye t a noth er 
demand, for an independ ent neutral 
state, a demand whi ch stressed the 
economic unity of the reg ion and the 
da.nger which would fo ll ow disrup­
tion of partition between Poland a nd 
Czechoslovakia. Th ree a rg uments a ll 
'on different bases. All are p la usible 
from their varying points of view. 
After t h e World ·war T, the Peace 
Conference a t Versailles, h a d innum­
erable d isputes t o settle a nd decide. 
'l'o properly settle s uch disputes a 
Council of Ambassadors was set up. 
T '.l this Council of Ambassadors, rep ­
resentatives of Pol<lnd a nd Czecho­
slovakia cam e to p :·esen t their cases, 
with regard to ea ch cou n try's claim 
over Cieszyn. The Council of Am­
ba,si,adors a t Paris was n ot , as we 



knnw, composed of Solomon s. It r e ­
_icc::ted the German a utonom y p1·opo ­
,sal and ordere d a pleb isci te. 'l'hus a n 
'l.gr eement was e nte r ed in to by the 
parti es concerned a nd t h e decis ion 
\\'as tu a wa it the 1·cs ults of a ple bis­
c ite to b e h eld Jul)• .~8. 19 20. O n Feb. 
la, I:J 20, th e duly a ppointe d commis­
s ion to a dminister a nd condu c t t h e 
p lebiscite arrived in th e city of Cie ­
s zyn a nd with the co - op e ration of th e 
C zech s a nd Poles comm e n ced tlwi:· 
worl<. This plebiscite commiss ion was 
a lso known as the " Oes te1Teichisch­
Schles ien K ommission." Bo th the Po ­
iis h an d Czech oslovakian governme nts 
complied with the requ ests of the 
commission to furnish postage s t amps 
for the ir region. Each governm e nt 
11ad its current ~tamps in use a t tha t 
time surch a 1·ged w it h th e r equire d 
letters S and 0 , initials of "Sil esia Or­
ienta le" and the y ear dat e, 1920. Di s ­
o rde rs r e ig ned in the m on t h s which 
fo llowed. Them were two la rge s trikes 
f irs t by the Czech min ers , th e n by 
the Polish mine r s, both of whic h were 
( 1ue lled . Each n a tion sent troops into 
the a r ea, a nd soon it was divid ed by 
h:1rbed wire, sentries, a nd cus t om 
s"ations. The Czechs, h owever, t ool, 
:l.Llvantage of Pola nd's pre-occupation 
with t h e Soviet Union in th e war of 
J n20 which brought t h e Bols h eviks 
a l most to the very gates of 'iVarsaw, 
t u seize Cieszyn for t h emselves. Bad 
fee lings were generated by this action 
of Czechoslovakia. Tw o ldndred and 
n e ig hbor nations, which badly n eeded 
each other's fri ends hip a nd s upport 
;:iarted a nd remained a loof f rom each 
o the r. Then the Council of A m bassa ­
d o rs a t Paris a ba ndon ed the idea of 
fu rther cond11cting the sch ed uled p le ­
biscite to take place July 28, 1920. In ­
stead it approved the partition of Cie ­
szyn . The dividing line ra n through 
th e middle , even c uttin g the town of 
Cieszyn so that, while the town prop­
er went to Poland, the Oderb erg -.Ta­
blunkov r a ilway went to ,Czech o·s lo­
va ida., a long with the valuable coal 
min <"s. Although Poland accepted that 
se ttlem ent, many Poles h ad n ot for­
gotten nor forgiven th e "rape ," as 
t'1 ey called it, of Cieszyn a nd vowed 
Lh C'y ne ve r would be content. They 
1,ept the ir vow. One of the conditions 
,of the dreadful Munich pact a nd a ­
g-reement was the return of Cieszyn 
to Pola nd by Hitler. This ·was done 
on Oct. 2, 1938. w hich was the next 
<1ay after the first German advance 
in t0 Czechoslovakia. Thus, sha meful-

n. 

.ly, Poland took advantage of a cn s13 
to sieze it a ll. Czech sen t iment ran 
hig h . Since tha t time i t h a.s smold ered 
and once again we h ope that, in th e 
peu,ee to fo llow this h orrible World 
Wat· II, a r eall y fair a nd true a djus t­
·11ent of this r egion w ill be decided on 
for a ll t im es a nd peoples. Chie f con­
cern to th e ,phila te list i s the postal 
adminis tra tion in th is r egion , for n o 
c;'.lubt it was durin g t hi s s h ort period 
that m any interes tin g a nd scarce 
postage s t a m ps cam e into exis t en ce. 
S t a ndard catalogues li s t th ese s tamps 
as t rue plebiscite varie ti es, which 
raises the questio n if they r eally were 
such. S in ce th e p leb iscite was neve r 
J·· e lcl, yo ·.1 ca n ch oose for yourself if 
t h ey shou ld. I myself c la ss ify these 
stam1's a - r rov is iona ls of Cieszyn . 

These stamps issued a nd over-print­
e<i for Cieszyn were in two series : 
t110~e on P oli sh s ta mps a nd the 
, the--s on f'zechos lovakia n s t a mps. 
Stamps of Pola nd curr ent in 19 20 
V'ere surch a.r ged a t Vi'arsaw, by the 
Ministr·•; of Pos t s n, nd T elegr a ph s on 
ten different den omin a tion s: 5, 10, 15, 
f:~ and 50 fennig i, th e overprint in 
b lacl< in two lin es, a nd the 1, l½ , 2, 
2½, a nd 5 Koro na, overprinted a lso 
iri black but in on e lin e. At the Posta l 
Printing \ li'o rl< s of C>:ech oslovaJ<ia a t 
Prague, the o-.-c:·printing was done on 
a larger scale . Many denomina tions 
of current postage stamps were over­
p rinted in different ways a nd In three 
colors-black. blu e n,nd r ed . Jt is like ­
wise n oted tha t th e Czech s furnshe cl 
the commission th e ir special delivery 
sta mps of two separate denomination s 
2 and 5 h a leru , ove rprinte d in blacl, 
and blue ; postage clue stamps, eleven 
clenom ina tions, w ith b lack overprint. 
T'o th these sedes were put on sale a t 
r. 11 th e p<:Jst offices in the r egion un­
d8r the s upervis ion of th e Plebiscite 
Commission on May 15 , 19 20 , a nd re­
mained until Aug. 5, 1920, a fter w hich 
da te th ese stamps were discontinued 
and becam e demon etized . The actu a l 
number of s t a mps overprinted by both 



governm ents was n ever reve::i led. How 
ever, it is estimated that the numbers 
,vere very s1nall , varyin g fron1 a f e,v 
hundred to no t more t h a n 50,000 of 
a n y denomin a tion. T h ere w ere no 
postal cards or revenue stamps is ­
s ued. Al l perforated copies of a ll im­
perforated issu es not listed b elow a r e 
of private origin a nd h ave no va,lue. 
Man y colm terfeits exist and m y wa '.·n­
in g is that you s hou ld be carefu l from 
whom y ou purchase th ese s ta mps. 

FIRST SERIES 
Sta m ps of Czec hoslovak ia ( 1918- 19'20,) 

I mpe rfo ra t e and U nwaterma r ked 

TYPE 1. vVhite letter in g on colo r ed 
background. 

so 
1920 

SURCHARGE 19 20 in BLACK 
1 3 H a leru Red Violet 

a. doubl e s u r ch arge 
b. inverte d surcharge 

2 5 H a leru, Yellow green 
3 10 H a leru Rose 
4 20 H a leru B lu e green 

a. inverte d surcharg e 
5 25 H a leru B lue 

a. inverted surcharg e 

18 
1 9 

20 
21 

22 
23 

24 

SURCHARGED in RE!) 
1 H a leru 

50 Hale ru 
Brown 
Viole t 

TY1PE 4. W ithuut sun. Sh a ded 
fo liage in foreground . 

SURCHARGED in BLACK 
60 H a leru Ora n ge 

1000 H a leru Violet 

SURCHARGED in RED 
60 H a leru Ora nge 
80 H a le ru Olive g reen 

a. inverted s urch arge 
300 Haleru Green 

a. inverted surcharge 
S U R CHARGED in BLUE 

25 60 H a leru Ora n ge 
-26 1000 H a leru Violet 

TYPE 5. Lettering thinn e r . No fo lia ge 
in foreg round . Positions oJ' 

buildings ch a nged . 
SURCHARGED in B LACK 

27 5 H a le ru B lu e green 
a. inverted s urcharge 

28 10 H a leru Red 
a . inverted s urch a r.ge 

29 25 Haleru Viole t 
a . inverted surcharg e 

30 50 Haleru Blu e 

b . g ray blue ~1 
a. inverted s urcharg e 

500 H a leru R ed B row n 

6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

c. u ltrama.rine 
40 Haleru Orange 
SURCH ARG-ED in BLUE: 
25 Haleru Blue 
40 Hale ru Ora n ge 
SURCHARGED in RED 

25 I-Iale ru 
30 H a leru 

Ultra.marine 
B istre 
a. in verted surch arge 

TYPE 2. L ettering colored on 
w h ite background. 

SURCHARGED in BLACK 
11 100 H a leru Brown 

a . inver ted surcharge 
12 200 Haleru U ltra m a rine 

a . inverted surcharg e 
13 400 H a leru Purple 

SURCHARGED in RED 
14 200 H a le ru Ultramarine 
15 400 Haleru Purple 

16 

17 

TY',PE 3. Lettering Czechoslovakia 
throu gh cen ter des ig n. Sun b ehind 

Cathedra l. Colorless foliage in 
fo r eground . 

SURCHARGED in BLACIK 
1 Hal e ru Brown 

a . doubl e surcharge 
b. inver t ed surcharge 

50 H a leru V iolet 
a . inverted surcharge 

32 
33 

34 

35 

a. invert ed s urch ar3e 

SURCHARGED in RED 
50 Haleru Blue 
75 H a leru iii;Jate g ray 

a. in ve rted s urch a rg e 
120 H aleru Da1·k g r ay 

a, light gray 
500 Haleru Red brown 

SURCHARGED in BLUE 
36 500 H a leru R ed brow n 

The 500 a n d 1000 Haleru denomina­
tions, with the portra it of President 
Thomas C. Masaryk, were ove rprinted 
in r ed and p u rple, r espectively, for 
use but not issued to the , public, h av­
ing a rrived too la te. 

SURCHARGED in RED 
so 

19 20 
37 500 Haleru S late , grayish 

SURCHARGED in PURPLE 
SS 1000 Hale ru D a rk brown, br'ni sh 

STAMPS OF cz,ECHOSLOVAKIA 
(1918-1920) Pe rforated and Unwater ­

marked 
TYPE 1. W h ite lettering on colored 

backgrou nd. 
Perforated 11 ½ a nd 14 a nd Black 

Surcharge 
39 5 Haleru Yellow Green 



TYPE 2. Lettering color ed on white 
backg round. 

Perfot·a tecl 11 ½ a ncl 14 a nd Reel 
Surch a rge 

4G 200 Halen, U ltra m a rin e 

TYPE 3. Lettering Czechosloval<ia 
throu g h center design , e tc , 

Perforated 13 ½ a nd Black Surch a rge 
41 1 HaJeru Brown 

Perforated 13 ½ a nd Reel S urch arge 
42 1 Haleru Brown 
43 50 H a leru Violet 

T YPE 4. vVithout Sun. Sh a ded 
foliage in foreground. 

Perforated 11½ and B lu e S urch a rge 
44 60 Haleru Orange 
Perforated 11 ½ a ncl Red Surch arge 

45 60 Haleru Orange 

46 

47 

48 

49 

rn 
51 

52 

TYPE. 5. Lettering t hinn er . No 
fo liag·e in foregro und. Positions 

of buildings ch a n ged. 

SURCHARGED in BLACK 
Perforated 11½ 

5 Hale1·u 

10 Haleru 

15 Haleru 

.20 Haleru 

25 Haleru 
30 H a leru 

Blue Green 
a. Perf. 14 or 13 ½ 
Yellow Green 
a. P erf. 14 or 13 ½ 
Red 
a. Perf. 14 or 13 ½ 
b. Compound perfor-

ated 13½xll½ 
Rose carmin e 
(only perf. 13½) 
V iolet 
Reel Viole t 

SURCHARGED in B LUE 
Per forated 11 ½ 

30 H a leru Red Viole t 

SURCHARGED in RED 
Perforated 11 ½ 

53 50 HaJeru B lue 

SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS OF 
1920 OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
lmpe rforate a nd Yellow Paper 

so 
SURCHARGE 

. 19 20 

SURCHARGED in BLU.E 
54 2 Haleru R e d Violet 
55 5 Haleru Y ellow Gr een 

SURCHARGED in B LACK 
56 2 I-Ialeru Red Violet 
57 5 Haleru Yellow Green 

These above com e perforated a nd 
a r e thus of privat e orig in n ot official­
ly m ade. Surcharges on white paper 
are reported to be counterfeits. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA POSTAGE DUE 
STAM.PS OF 1920 IMPERFORATE 

Surc harge SO 
19 20 

SURCHARGED in BLUE 
58 5 Haleru Deep Bis tre 
59 10 Haleru D ee p Bistre 
60 15 Haleru. D eep B istre 
61 20 H a leru Deep Bistre 
62 25 Haleru D eep Bistre 
63 30 Haleru Deep Bistre 
64 40 H a leru D eep Bistre 
65 50 Haleru Deep B istr e 

SURCHARGED in RED 
66 100 Haleru, Da rk Brown 
67 500 H a leru Sea Green 
68 1000 Haleru Purple 

cz,ECHOSLOVAKIAN NEWSPAPER 
STAMPS OF 1920 IMPERFORAT1ED 

surcharge so 
1920 

SURCHARGED in BLACK 
69 2 H a leru Gray Green 

a. inverted s urch.arge 
70 6 Haleru R ed 
71 10 Haleru Dull Viole t 
72 20 Haleru B lu e 
73 30 Haleru Gray Brown 

Both the postage due a nd nm-: s ,a­

p e r stamps a lso h ave been p r ivately 
perforated which are not li s t ed as of­
ficial perforations. 

Once in the sh eet w ill be found ~­
n ew type of t h e num eral "2" and llke ­
wi~e. on careful observation , varietie ~ 
of broken numeral s a ncl le tters, s ucl1 
as opened "O" a nd flatten ed toµ o t 
the large lett er "O," broken " 9" a nd 
missin g serifs on the numeral " 1." 

Flat Top Open 

Norm al Once in Sheet 



Second Series 
Stamps of Poland of 19rn-Pertorated, Unwatermarked Paper 

SURCHARGED in BLACK 

First Printing 
Overprint in two lines. 9½ mm. spacing between le tters S a nd O a nd the distance 

be tween the letters SO a nd the year date 1920, 2½ or 3 mm. 

P. 1 5 Fennige Olive Green , Perforated 10, c lean cut , Thin h a rd paper. 
a. Olive Green, Perforated 11½, clean cut, Thin h a rd paper. 
b. Olive Green, Perforated 11 ½, rough. cut, Thin hard paper . 
c . Olive Green, Perfora ted 11½ , rough c ut, thick h a rd paper. 
d. Olive Green , Perforated l0•x ll ½, rough cut, thin h ard pap . 
e. Olive Green, Error Y instead of F. 

P. 2 10 Fennige L ilac Brown, Perforated 10, olean c ut, thin hard paper. 
a . Lilac Brown, Perfora ted 11 ½, clean cut, thin ha rd paper. 
b. L ilac Brown , Perfora ted 11½ , rough cut, thin hard paper. 
c. Lilac Bro wn , Perf. ll½x l0. 

P. 3 15 F ennige Red or Light R ed , Perforated 11 ½, clean cut, thin h ard pap. 
a. Red or Light R ed. Perf. 11½ , rough cut, thin h a rd paper. 

P. 4 25 Fennige Olive or Dull Olive, Perf. 11½ , clean c ut, thin h a rd paper. 
a . Olive or Dull Olive, Perf. 11 ½, rou g h cut , thin hard paper 
b. Olive or Dull Olive, P~rf. 11½ , clean cut, thick h ard paper 

P. 5 50 Fennige Green, Olive, Blue or Dark, Perf. 11½ , clean c ut; thin H. pap. 
a . Green, Olive, Blue or D ark, Perf. 11:6, rough, thin H. p a p . 
b. Green, Olive, Blue or Dark, Perf. 11½, roug h , thic k H. pap 

Overprint being in one line, the spacing being 6 mm. between the le tter S a nd O. 

P. 6 l Kronen Deep Green, p erfora te d 11½, clean cut, white wove paper. 
a. Deep Green, perfora ted l0xl l ½ , roug h cut, w hite wove p. 
b. D eep Green, perforated ll½xl0, roug h c ut, white wove p. 

P. 7 n~ Kronen Brown, perfor a ted 10, clean cu t, w hite wove p aper. 
a. Brown, perforated l0xll½, roug h cut, white wove paper. 
b. Brown, p e rfora t ed ll½ xl0, roug h cu t , white wove paper. 

P. 8 2 Kronen D ark Blue, p erfora ted 10 , c lean c ut, white wove paper. 
a . D a ri, Blue, perforated 11 ½, c lean cut, white wove paper. 
b . D a rk B lue, p erforat e d ll½x l0 , c lean cut , white wove pap . 
c. Dark Blue, p erforat e d l0x ll ½, both roug h a nd c lean c ut, 

w hite wove paper. 
P. 9 2½ Kronen Violet, perforated 10 , c lean cut, white wove paper. 

a . Violet, perforated l0x ll ½ , clean cut, w hite wove pa pe r. 
b. Violet, perforated l0x ll ½, rough cut, white, wove paper. 

P. 10 5 Kronen S late Blue, Perforated 10, clea n cut, white wove p a p e r. 
a . S!.ate B lu e . p e rf. l0xll½, c lean cut, white w ove pap e r . 
b. S la t e B lu e , perf. 11 ½xl0, c lean cut, white wove pa per. 
c. Siate B lue , perf. l0Xll½ , rough out, white wove. paper. 
d . Slate Blue, p e rf. ll½xl0, rough cu t, white wove paper. 

Second Printing 

Overprint in two lines, S½rnm s pacing betwee n letters S a nd O a nd the dis t a n ce 
be tween the letters SO a nd year d a te 1920, 2 mm. 

SUR C HARGED in BLACK 

P. 11 5 Fen:nge Olive Green , perforated 10, clean cut, thin ha rd paper. 
a. Olive G'reen, perforated 11½ , clean cut, thin h a rd p aper. 
b. Olive Green, impe rforate , thin h a rd p a per. 

P. 12 10 F ennige Lilac Brown, perforated 10, clean cut, thin h a rd paper. 
a. Lilac Brown, perforated 11 ½ , clean c ut, thin h a rd p aper. 

P. 13 15 F ennige Red, perforated 10 , clean cut, white wove pa p e r. 
a. R ed , perfor ated 11 ½, c lean cut, white wove p aper. 
b. Red, perforate d 11½, roug h c ut , white wove paper. 
c. S carlet, pe rforate d 11½, clean cut, thick white wove p a per 
d. Scarle t, perforated 11½, clean cut, grey pape r (rare) 

P. 14 25 F ennige Olive, perforated 11½ , cl ean cut, white wove paper. 
a. Olive, perforated 11 ½ , roug h cut, white wove p a p er. 



P. 15 50 F'ennige Dark Green , per fo r a t ed 10, clean cu t, w hite wove pa per. 
a . Dark G r een , p erfora t ed 11 ½, c lean c u t, w hite wove pap er. 
b. Da.rk Green , perfora t ed 11 ½, r ou gh c ut, whi te wove paper. 

Ove rp r int in one lin e only, the s pac ing 5'/4 mm b e t ween th e le t ter S a nd O. 
P . 16 1 K r c nen Dark Gr een , p e r fo ra t ed 10 , clean cu t, white wo ve pa p er . 

a. Dark G r een, perfor ated l0x ll ½, clean c u t, w hite wove p. 
b. D a rk Green , perfora ted 11 ½, clean cut, white wove pa p er . 

P . 17 1 ½ Kron en 
c. Dark G r een , perf. ll ½xl0 , c lean cut, white wove pap er. 
B r own , perforated 10 , clean c ut , -white wove paper . 
a. Brown, perforat ed l 0x ll ½, c lean cu t, white wove pap er. 
b. B rown , perf ora t ed l0x ll ½, r ou gh cu t, w h i te wove paper. 

P . 18 2 Kronen 
c. Brown , per fo r a t ed 11 ½, clean cut, w hi te wove pa pe r . 
D a r k B lu e, per forat ed 11½ , clean c ut, w hite wove p a per. 
a. D a rk B lue, perfora t ed 11 ½, roug h cu t, w hi te wove pa p er. 

P. 19 2 16 K rt•n en 
b . Da rk B lu e, perforated 11 ½, rou gh cu t, ribbed pa per . 
Viole t , perfor ated 11 ½, c lean cut, w hite wove pa per. 
a . Vio le t, perfora t ed 11½ , r ou g h cu t, wh it e wove pape1·. 

P . 20 5 Kron en 
b . Violet, p erfora t ed 11½, r ou g h c u t, ribbed pa p er . 
S la t e B lue, p erforated 10 , clean cut, w hi te w ove paper. 
a. Slate B lu e, pe rf. l0 ½xll, clean c ut, w hite wove paper. 
b. S la t e B lu e, perforat ed 11 ½ , clean cut, w h ite wove pa.per. 

S. P. A. CONVENTl,ON PLANS 
MANY FEATURES 

Th e Gold en Jubilee Me eting of the 
S ocie ty of P hila t elic Am erican s, t o 
b e h eld a t the H ot e l La Salle, Chi­
·cago, Aug u s t 10 to 13, 1944, w ill in ­
ciude num erou s f ea tures of inte r est 
l o s,ta mp collectors of a ll sorts. The 
a nn u a l CHIP EX s t a mp ex h ibition, to 
be. h eld on this occasion a nd as pa r t of 
the gathering , h as b een enla rged t o 
500 fram es, in r espon se t o a wide ­
s pread a nd over w h elmin g f low of en­
t r ies. Entries f or t his exh ibition , n ot 
limited to S,. P . A. m embers, can s t ill 
b e r ece iv ed unti l Jul y 26, by E xhi b i­
tion Ch a i r m a n Alfred D ia m ond, Room 
205 , 58 W est W ash ing ton S t. , Chi­
ca g o. 

Amon g t h e features, of th e gath er­
in g are : 

\_ " B eeba" enterta inm en t to t h e 
v isiting phila t e lists, w ith the P olonus 
P h ila t elic Socie t y as ho~t . F r id ay ev ­
en in g Au -:: u s t 11. 

A meeting of the Essa y -P r oof S o ­
ciety, to organize a Chicago Ch apt e r , 
under the leade r s h ip o f Dr. Cla r en ce 
H ennan. 

A m eetin g of t h e France a nd Col­
oni P.!'l G r oup, t o or ganize a Ch icago 
Section , under th e lead ership of Ben 
P.P0V8S. 

'l'he nation a l p r esid ents of both of 
these so.cieties w ill b e a t th e . Ch ipex ­
s. P . A. Golden Jubil ee ga th ering . 

A Bourse, with approx ima t e ly t w'-! n -
ty deale r s (possibly more) h aving 
b ooths. 

Th ose d es ir ou s of a ttending th e 
Chipex-S. P. A. sh ould m ake reser. a­
tions a t the H ote l L a Salle w itho ut 
1d elay, s in ce accom odation s a r e n ec ­
essurily difficu lt to obtain at sh or t 
n oHce under wa r t ime condition s . 

REVEILLE SALUTES ANOTHE-R 
VIET,ERAN 

Th a d deu s Stan czak is a n employe 
of the Co m pan y w h o can wear a 
"t wenty -year " watch w ith pr ide. H e 
s t a rted at Vic to r in Februa ry of 1921. 
T a d began as an assem bler on th e 
a dding m ach in e lin e, a na d s u ccessi. e ­
ly did base a nd carriage w or k, casin g 
m achines, outs ide ser v ice work, a nd 
fi n a l ins p ection , the position h e h as 
n ow in John Ku sinski's departm en t. 

Tha ddeu s h a s a b oy in th e Navy, 
a nd a little g irl wh o was nin e years 
,old on April 1. H e h as a n oth er in ter­
es t , outside of hi s fam ily a n d his 
w ork. T a d began collecting stamp s in 
1929, w h en h e saw a t ru ck leavin g 
Yic t or with a qu a n tity of stamped en­
velo p es, throw n away as waste, a nd 
d ecided t o tak e up s t a mp a n d coin 
!Collecting as a h obby. 

His phila t elic, stamp, collecti on h as 
w on five ri bbon awards in Chica.go 
.shows, r eceiv ing the f ifth award late 
.lHst m onth. H e specia lizes in rar e P o­
li sh a nd V a t ican City s t a mps. Amon g 
oth er item s of interest in th e num is­
m a tic (coin ) collection a r e t h ree buf ­
f:'t lo nick e ls. These nic l<els are u,nu s ­
u a l b ecau se t h e buf fa lo has only t h ree 



legs, and coins of this issue are ex­
trem ely hard to find. 

Mr. Stanczak is treasurer of the 
I'o lonus Philatelic Society of Chicago; 
be is on the r eception committee uf 
the s ocie t y; i s a d e legate to the Cen ­
tral Federation of Stamp Collectors, 
a nd is a member of the S. P. A. 

vV:e h ope tha t Tad w ill h ave twenty 
more good years h ere at V ictor.• 

* R e prirrted from the Victor Reveille, 
the plant n ewspaper of the Victor 
Addin g Machine Company. 

COPERNICUS SOUVENIR 

Last year for the Copernic us Quad­
ricentennia l meeting at the Polish Ro­
rnan Catholic Union Archives and 
Muse um sponsored by th e Polonus 
Philatelic Society, an attractive and 
a ppropriate souve nir was prepared. 

Quite some time ago the M1wzeum 
F oczty i Telelrnmunikacji in Warsaw 
issued an e nvelope 3¾ x 4¾ in ches, 
with a glassine window, contaJning 
the two Copernicus s tamps, Scott's 
Nos. 192 a nd 193 and the Konarski 
stamp, S cott's No. 194. Each envelope 
has rubber stamped in purple ink -
i\'I:uzeum/ Poczty i T e lekom. enclo:oe cl 
in a recta n g ular box a nd each is num­
bered. 

These enve·,opes f(re a gift to the 
society by our member, L. A . Kupfer­
vrasser . 

On th e occasion of the Copernicus 
QUJadricentennia l Mee ting the So.ciety 
overprin ted these en velopes in reel , in 
two Jines a bove the glassin e window, 
vppe r right h and corner, as foliows: 
COPERNICAN Q,U ADRICENTENN -
JAL / POLONUS PHILATELIC SO­
CIETY, a nd in two lines, a lso in red, 
below the g lasine window, lower left 
corn er, P. R. C. U. MUSEUM, CHI­
CAGO I MAY 28, 1943. 

It was a t fi rs t intend ed to distribute 
these as souvenirs of the meeting but 
becau se of the exceptiona1!y la rge 
gath e ring, a nd in order to be fair to 
a ll co ncerned, this w as, not clone, for 
unfortunate ly on ly forty of such en ­
, elopes were availab le fo r distribu­
tion. The possibility of a u ctioning 
these items w as discussed but this 
brought up certa in problems a nd dif­
ficulties. 

It was finall y decided to sell them 
at 25 cents each a nd a s only 38 are 
now available for distribution, the 
fir s t come first served rule has to be 

a pplie d . To ma ke it fa ir to a !l mem ­
ters of the society on ly e nvelopes 
postmarltecl af te r the m a, lin!; o, the 
BULLETIN w ill be honored. 

So, send 25 cents in coin to Adam 
Lloskowski, 2528 North Drake A, en ue, 
<.:' hi:cago 47 , I llinois,, if you wa nt one 
o: these Copernic u s souvenirs. 

Reme mber, only 38 are ava ilab le. 
First come, first served. 

THI,$ 'n THAT 

Aga in we learn of a new Polish i s ­
sue. No, not officialiy but by the 
i; rapevine. 

* * * 
On June 20, 1944, so we are in-

formed , four valu es are to be over­
printed with a suitable overprint in 
,honor of the victory of the Polish 
forces at Cassino. 

* * * 
Winning battles is important. Win­

ring the \ li'ar is more important. I s ­
s uing sta mps is less · important-bu t 
informing collectors of the issuance 
1of new stamps seem s to be a matter 
of no im portance-that is, to th e 
F'olish Postal authorities in London. 

* * * 
So, instea d of a complete a nd de-

tailed account of the proposed new 
issu e, we g ive you the meager infor­
mation above, not even knowing if 
the information ls authoritative. 

• * * 
At the June 9th meeting of the So ­

ciety, J aok Domar and Myron Stec­
zynski , gave a n interes ting talk on 
the \1/arsaw Municipa ls. Last month 
we told you Jae!, a nd Myron are col­
laborating on an arti c le on this s ub ­
ject. 

* * * 
At the July 14 , 1944 m eetin g, J ohn 

Gapinski and Frank Wolosewick, of 
the Polonu,s Experts Committee, will 
talk on their favorite subject "The 
K.rakows." The expertisin.g of the 
Krakows w ill b e discu ssed in deta il. 

• * • 
We welcome back as a m e mber Dr. 

Stanley - Przygocki , whose application 
for reinstatement has been recei ved 
a nd a cted upon. 

• • • 
For the informa tion of a ll members 

-the first meeting of the month is 
the philatelic meeting. Spea lrnrs are 
engaged for this meeting each month. 
'l'he second meeting is the business 
meeting. 



Vincent Doman s ki Jr. , candida t e fo r 
president of the S. P. A. and our 
member from Philadelphia, has been 
invited to g ive a ta.II, a t our meet ing 
o n August 11 , 1944. Th e ta lk will p re ­
ced e the Beeba! 

• • • 
POLPEX Director fo r 1945 is Dr. 

l\1. E. UznanPld. D:·. Uznan s l<i is en­
thusias tic about the affair, and is 
already buzzing everybod y . This must 
b e a better a nd bigger POLPEX than 
ever b efore-so says the good Doc-
tor. I 

• • • 
Honorary C ha irma n of the Beeba is 

Mrs. Anne Mikucki, th e wife of the 
originator of the Beebas. In a ppreci­
ation for her splendid w ork in the 
past, she h as been tendered this im­
rortan t post. The job is not s tric tly 
a n honorary one either. Mrs. Miku cki 
has a ssumed the lea d ership in m ak ­
ing the preparations for this affair. 

• • • 
In a ntic ipation of a goodly cro wd, 

the la rge ballrnom a t the .Polish F :i.1-
co n Hall has been rented. A•-r:inge­
m e nts a r e proceeding on t h e theory 
that a t leas t two hundred visito rs 
will a ttend the Beeba. 

• • • 
In keeping with the pas t practice 

of g iv ing every one attending a Beeba 
a souvenir, the committee h a s ar­
ranged for a fitting souveni r s h eet to 
he g iven free to each one a tte ndin g 
the Beeba. 

• • * 
Remembe r our 19 44 POLPE.'C Sou­

v enir Sheet? Th e bar of music head ­
in g- the souve nir sheet is from a song 
i,ublish ed in April 1943, entitled "P iesn 
J,o tnilrnw" or "Song o f the Airmen." 
The music is by J e r zy G. Czaplicki, 
words by M. Nieclzwiecld. '.rh e des ig n 
of the cover page is by M. E. Stec ­
zynski, our president a nd th e publish­
er is our m ember, John Gapinski. 

* 
It seems th e Beeba h as a,ttractecl a 

lot of attention. W e hope m a ny of our 
cut of town m e mbe r s will be in Chi­
cago on August 11 , ·1944. If you can 
come in , remember the m eeting b e ­
i;; ins at 8: 30 P. M . a nd the Beeba is 
sch e duled for 10: 15 P. M. at our reg-
1.1lar m eeting hall , 1062 North A sh­
la nd Avenue. 

The latest reports indicat e tha t 10 
•of our m embers will exhibit a t the 
CHIPEX to be h e ld in conjunction 
with the S. P. A. Golden Jubilee Con-

.. 

v~ntion in August. There sh ould be 
r•,ore Polon us exhibits. How about it '! 

• • • 
The Po lonus Libra r y will soo n be 

.in s uch condition that members will 
be permitted to borrow books. Rules 
a nd regulations g overning this prac­
ti ce are now being prepar ed by tlte 
Board of Direct o rs. 

• * 
L ast month we a nnoun ced we would 

g 1ve you the elate of the dona tion 
Auction. "\Ve can n ot a nnounce the 
date because, as the Sales a nd Auc­
tion Manager, Rom a n R einows ki, said, 
'• If you wa nt m e t o run the Auction 
with Dr. K ozakiewicz's lots a nd the 
one other one I received I'll do it." 
How nbo ut it. Send in you r lo ts to 
Roman R e in owsk i, 1939 So uth Hig h­
land Avenue, Berwyn, Illinois. 

* • * 
" ~ are very hap,py to reprint th e 

item about our Treas urer, Th a d S tan ­
czak. If you h ave one a bout yourself 
or see one abo u,t one of our members, 
,;end it in to the Editor, a nd it will 
],e reprinted in th e BULLETIN. 

* * * 
Sometimes we wonder h ow the Jun ­

iors are getting a lon g . How a bout a 
report Adam ? And sp eaking abou t 
A dam Kloslrnwsld , hi s n ew address is 
2528 Nor th Drake Avenue, Chicago 47, 
Illinois. Please ch a ng e yo ur address 
book accordingly. 

* • 
, Vatch th e BULLETIN for impor­

t:1nt announ cem ent concerning Ex­
perts Committee. Th e kettle is boilin g 
:a.nd soon s h ould boil over. Big qu es ­
t;on-Wh a t shou ld w e do about Ex­
!'erts Committe a nd How can we h ave 
opinion s of Experts Committee recog­
nized by collectors? 

• • • 
Krakows a nd locals present the 

g r eatest diffi culti es. 
* ii * 

P,OIJPEX Seal Di rec tor, Adam Klos ­
kowsld , r e ports that orders fo r POL ­
PEX seals a re still coming in. Tha t 
the dema nd for seals this year was 
g reater than ever before. 

11,.I~ 1,1 . tfte.{l}alt 
~ u/J{JH()REBONl)S 
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