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Warsaw-Tokio Flight 
by Chester A. Schaf er 

Is'sued by the Air Defense league 
(Liga Obrony Powietrzne.i P3 n °tw't) 
on May 2'2nd 1926 on th e , occasion nt 
the flight of Lt. Orlinski, f.rom Pari s 
to Warsaw to Tokyo, J rupan. The de ­
s ign of the stamp shows th ree air­
p la nes in an oval. At the corners arJ 
the letters "L. 0. P. P." a n d at t h e 
botto.m "Warsz-a,w_a-,'J'okio". Perfora­
tion 10. 'Dhe stamp is of a 5 zloty de­
nomination and is grayish-green in 
color. It also comes imperf-orate, and 
tete-lbeche perforate a n d imperforate. 
The total pri,nting is about 1000 cop­
ies . 

Letters d esig nated for Tokyo May 
22, 1926, were • accepted at the post­
office Warszawa I, and the Air De• 
fense League. The normal tariff rat e 
for foreign mail was charged, alon g 
with the specia,I 5 z1loty L. 0. P. r', 
stamp. This stamp received the spe­
cial oval cance.Jlation "Raid PolonaL. 
Raid Polski, May 1926 Paris-Wars­
zawa-Tokyo" in a black color. Som,, 
of t h e le t te rs, at the very beginning, 
were accepted by the P-ost without 
the 5 z,loty stamp. These letters re­
ceived the special -oval cancellation in 
a red-vio let color, and later the stamp 
was affixed and over cancelled in the 
black color. 

The pilot was to b e at Warsaw, 
May 22, but becamse of a defeictive 
mach ine, h e left late, August 27, and 
arrived at Tokyo, September 5,. and 
the r emainder were cancelled during 
t h e n ext few days. • 

Upon Lt. Or1'inskis' return flight h e 
c'arried mail mainly cards which w ere 
prepaid with Jap , nese stamps. The 
cancellation date r eads 15 - 9-10 which 
is equivalent to Oct. 9, 19,26. 'L'he bacl,e­
stamp at the Airport in Warsaw was 
dated 25-9-26 (Sept. 25, rn26) . A por­
tion of the 150 pieces carried are au­
tographed by Lt. Orlinski. 

In m aking the flight, Lt. Bo!esla u s 
Orlinski did not fly a lon e-h e hacl 
Sgt . Victor Kubiak wi t h him. Botl1 
overcame, unto1d handicaps a nd much 
adverse weather, esp ecially over Si­
beria. Th e trip from W a r saw to T o­
k y o a nd bru~k to Warsaw covered 22, -
000 kilometers , approx 14,000 miles and 
was covered in 25 days, a fast pace 
at that t ime. The fli ers became very 



, 

popular in J a pa n es p ecia lly becau se 
of t heir stu·n ts a nd low f.ly ing. ln 
fact on one occasion in T okyo, Orlin ­
ski in ban k ing, his pla n e b rok e off the 
en d of his w ing ma ~ing the 
p la n e t ilt n oticeably . Orlins ki simply 
smooth ed out the br ok en section a nd 
c ut off ~ part of th e oth er wing t o 
ba la n ce th e p la n e a nd ma de th e en ­
ti r e r e t u rn t ri p w itl1 th e sh or t en e d 
w ings_ 

SE E N and HEARD 

by Victor Buk inik 

No rest for t h e w ea r y! W e r ec eivecl 
a remind er from ou r "boss" t h a t we 
s h oul d have written a column a Jong 
time ag-o. The editorial th un der r each ­
ed us on a fa<rm far away fr om the 
Big- City. The June "POLONUS" ac­
compa nied the r eminder. 

It i s of course diffii:::u lt to write a 
column , ev e n a philatel ic on e w hile 
twelv e pa i rs of b ovine eyes are sta r': 
ing a:t you. However prior to leavin g· 
fo r t h e farm we m a d e an nt2r estin g 
a nd valuable ac1dition to ou r collect i~n 
an d of importance t o Polis h phila t e ly. 

W e purchased Scott's # 31 to 39 in 
B locks of F OU R wi t,n I NVERTED 
SUR CH A.RGES . This included a block 
or # '3•2B w ith invert ed s u rch a r ge. T he 
su r char ges a r e• undou btedly genuine. 
Si n ce we have ·n ev er seen these it ems 
in block s of four ba rring 31a we were 
quite h a ppy to acqttdre them. 

In a ll r espect to the auctioneer who 
sold them w e want to a dd that i,e 
kept h is bids as w ell as the n a m e or 
t h e underb i>dder confidentia l un t il a f­
t e r the aUJction . W e learned the nam e 
of the underbidder a fter w e purch ased 
th e bl'ock s for $97 . 50 . H e is a ver y 
est eem ed m ember of Polon us. 

The block s were found a m on g Col-: 
Gr een 's vast h old'i,ngs. It is s om ew hat 
peculia-r , but the immen se proper ties 
of Col. Green h ave been n otab le for 
their lack of P olish stam ps of vialu e. 
Perha p s the r em a inder of the Gr een 
s ta mps w ill produce somet hing unus ­
ual of inte rest to P olish phila t e ly . 

W e have seen th e 1945 F r en ch Yvert 
catalogue a nd n oticed tha t t h e pr ices 
a r e quit e hig h, in fact h igher than 
Scott prices. W e computed the prices 
a t 2 ce nts p er f r a n c. Som e of the 
m yster y s urroundin g th e s pectacu lar 
ri se of B 15 to 25 was disp elled when 
w e n ·ot ed that th ey a re pr ic ed a t 
som ewh e re around $20.00 ir, Fran ce. 
Of cou rse cu rrent E urop ean prices are 

n o criterion of the r ea l value of stamps 
beca use of t h e ch a ot ic con d ition s a nd 
n o s t aJbi li zation of the mark et . 

Amidst th e s umme r dold rums we 
ha v e n oticed th a t Pola nd #1 is in ­
crea s ing in deman d with prices as 
high a s full catalogue for a damaged 
copy on cov er a nd over $50 for a R m:­
sia # ;l with a W arsa w can cella tion. 
W e do not expec t a ny d im inution 111 

t h e p r lice o-f # 1 even a fter t he war. 

MEET THE NEW MEMBERS 
# 249 Mitch el! A. D er u s, 1748 W . E ri e 

St., C hicago, Ill. (Gen er a l ) 
# 250 Dr. Anthon y J. Kmiecik, 2616 

W . 14th S t ., Clevela n d U, Ohi::>. 
(EP P , US, & H itlers Ger m a n y ) ' 

# 251 Freder ick A . W ebb , 164 W ood ­
t ick R d., W aterbury 67 , Conn. 
(EPP, US, GB & Col. , JJi .. J 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Pv t . J ohn Sopczak, 3H09688 
H g. Co. 1960 S.C .. U. H .T.U . 
Presidio of San !•'ran , Cali f. 
S t a n ley S Madro, GMl / C • 
G unn ers Mate Sch ool, 
W a s hin g t on , D . C. 

CORRECTED ADDRESS 
# 1193 Derek Palmer, Casilla 2393, 

Santiago d e Ch ile, Ch ile, Sou th 
A m erica . 

ARE YOUR DU ES PAID ? 
H a v e you pa id your dues for 1945 '? 

Our Treasu r er J ack R u x has m a iled 
a s t a t em ent to a ll of our m embers 
w ho ha ve over looked the pay,ment of 
their dues. 

W e know tha t m ost of you are ver y 
busy, becau s e w e t oo a r e bu sy. So 
w on' t you k indly look at your m em ­
bersh ip card ri ght now a n d if it d oes 
not indicat e t hat you are raid up to 
F eb : u ary 1946 , please r emi t a t on ce 
to J. P . R u x, 6136 Add ison St. , Ch ica -
go 34, Illin ois .. . . . . P L EASE .. . . 

Any of ou r m eim ber s w h o may be 
inter est ed in obta in ing a copy of Har­
r y Lindqu is t s ' Specia lis t carr ying· 
Clem P ulaski 's a r ti'cle on Polis h P ost­
a l Stationery m a y do so by wri tin g t o 
J ack Rux, T r easurer of Polonus, 6136 
Addison St. , c :,i cago 34, Ill inois. 

Did you r ead B er t Powells' artic le 
on th e "R em ember Warsa w" post er 
stamp in Sta mps Magazin e of Jul y 14. 



NEW ISSUES 

Piast Ea ·.:le 25 Gr. Surcharged 
JY1.ember Fred C. Engerman has 

m:ii lcd to us fo r examination a copy 
o f' th ~ rece nt 25 gr. "Piast Eag·Je" 
stamp reported in the May "BULLE­
TI N.'' His copy however was sur­
charged 1 Zl. and bore the legend in 
three Jin es as fo l lows, 12-31-43, K.R.N. 
12-~1-44. 

Fred r eq uested informa tion on this 
isst1e. We have nothing on it nor could 
we obtain any information. Can a n y 
of our members help us out? 

50 Gr. Grunwald 
S imultaneously, information was re­

ceived from members F. Bo"_owsl<!, J . 
. Jawo.·sld, and R. Wojcicki, of the 
appearance of anoth ~r va!ue s :milar 
in format to the 25 gr. r eported in 
th e June Bulletin. It is of 50 gr. value 
a nd gre2n in color. The central figure 
of th e d esign is th e Grunwald Monu ­
m ent , e r ected in Cracow a nd pr2s: n t ­
ed to th e c ity by I gnacy Jfl.n Pade,· ­
ew s,l{i. 

Th e monumen t was d edicated Ju ly 
15 , 1910 on the 500th anniversary ot 
the defeat of th e K.ni s;hts ·of the Te ,1-
tonic Cross by the Poles . a nd L ithu­
a nians at Grunwald. Pol es from man y 
parts of the world were present at 
this grefl. t event. Their victory ov'lr 
th e Teutons was indeed a great a ­
ch'ievemen t. The Knights of t h e T eu ­
ton ic Cross, at the time, was the 
s t rongest ind ividual military force-­
t h ey were defeat ed by an army equip­
ped with only crude weapons, but im­
bued wi"th an indomitable spirit. 

I n the 20th Anniversary of Poland's 
F'ree~ om set, issued in 1938, thi•s same 
battle was comm emorated on , the 15 
g r. value by the desfgn of the two 
c,•ossed swords and h elmet in the low­
e r pan?l of the stamp. The design 
came to the att ention of th e German 
author iti es who i•mmediately protested 
and conseqt1ently the st amp was with­
drawn from sale a nd th e remainders 
des' r oyed. It was again reissued with 
a changed d esign in th e bottom panel. 

THE POLISH UNDERGROUND 
AND PHILATELY 

by Edith M. Fisher 

Heroic deed s of activites of th e t1n­
derground workers in occupied coun­
tries during this war will leave foot ­
prints on the sands of time. An<l a 
series of postage stamps, designed, 
printed and used by th e Polish U n -



dergr ound is a n ach'iev em ent worthy 
of the philatelic spotlight. 

Many st ories have come out of the 
war, true stories involv ing the u n­
derground which are in deed st ranger 
than fiction, and the story of these 
stamps is a mong the m for they were 
des ig ned, p r inte d a nd publis hed a l ­
m ost u nd er th e nose of t he Nazi ·•su­
perme n." 

The Polish underground has Jong 
received wide spread a ttention du e tu 
its eXl::ellent organization a nd success 
in a campaign of sabotage during th e 
u·erman occupation. It has been said 
that th e ir underground was used as 
a mode l by other countries in form­
ing like movem ents. Through the un~ 
derground, newspapers were published 
a nd distributed , wh ch k ept their 
country,m en informed of a llied vic­
tories, a nd which did much t o boost 
the mo•rale a nd stimulate further pa­
triotism. 

However, the Pol ish 
w e nt even further-they 
post al s y stem, complete 
an ... dated postmarks ! 

Underg rou nd 
ma intaine d a 
wi t h stam ps 

Through the, courtesy of Otto Gutz­
man, who Jived in Warsaw, through 
the uprising, w e are able to describe 
two series of stamps that h e m anaged 
to bring h ere with him, which were 
print ed iµ Poland by the underground. 

The central d esig n of each s tamp 
of the one series, corres,ponds witl'i 
those issued in 1941 by the Polish 
Government in Great Britain (listed 
in tne catalogue under "PoJi.sh Olffilces 
AJbroad."). However, the posi tion of 
the value is placed d iffere n tly and 
the word "Podziemna" (underground) 
has been added a bove the traditiona l 
"Poczta Polska." These stamps were 
typographed whereas the 194'1 was 

engraved , and the colors of the stamps 
were ch a n ged. The y a r e as follows: 
50gr. d eep blue, the Polish submarine 
"Orzel"; 5'5gr. carm1ne rose , Ruins of. 
Warsaw ; 75gr. bright b lu e -green, Po­
lish m achine gunners; 80gr . yellow­
green , Armoured Tank, lzl. red v iol e t , 
Polis h P la n es in Great Britain. 

The second gr oup of stamps which 
may be a continu'a tion of the same 
set, cons'ists of four values which are 
of entirely n ew design s, proving the 
versatility of the Polish U nderground, 
which was not only able to print ancl 
distribL~ th es e s t a mps, but also al)l e 
to plan new and fitting designs. 

The first adhesive is of la r ge square 
format, a 25gr. in black, depicting a 
group of four differ ent publi'cations, 
includin g the "Mlecz- P.lug" one of the 
journals from whose press these 
s ta mps came. Above the design, in 
Polish a ppears "Polish Undergrouncl 
Press," the 30gr. blue-grey, shows a 
scene rrom an under ground press room 
with printing •press a nd r acks of t ype 
cases, the 2· zl., r ed brown has a por­
trait of Gen eral Vladimir S1ikorski and 
th e . 5 zl. deep 1'ose, s hows a map ilf 
E urope and Africa. 

Mr. Gu t z,ma n m a naged to get on e 
each of these stamps through when he 
ca.m e h ere fro,m Warsaw . All copies 
were per forated a nd bore 1942 cancei­
la tions. 

As connection wtth the under.ground 
m eant almost certain death if caught, 
it is assumed tha t these stam.ps wer e 
destroyed up"On r eceipt, as pO'ssession 
of t h em would defin'itely link the own­
er with the underground. They may, 
therefore, become great rarities. Even 
if that does • not happen, they are 
s,urely one of the most unusual s et s 
to come out of th e war-and will re-



main historic a:nd significant. 
-Article reprinted from Philatelic 

Gossip, 6-23-45. 
Cuts courtesy ·•stamps" Mag. 

Ed itors note : 
We have noticed that in a ll instan­

ces the 5 zloty stamp mentioned above 
is assumed to be a postage stamp . . 

It is our recoHection that t h e in­
scription on the stamp (we were 
shown a photo, wh ich is no longer 
availab,le ) bears a legend to t h e ef­
fect that the proceeds from the sale 
of these stamps are to be used to 
support the "Home Army."· 

This would indicat e that it is not h­
ing more than a "Ch arity Seal" al­
though a le tter bearing this stamp 
would receive a courtesy de livery. 

Who has more informa ti cn "! 
Another underground stamp not 

prevvously rECorded to our knowled0 ·e 
in p h ilatelk journ a ls, is one releas~ed 
Aug. 1st, 1944, a n d circulated in Po ~ 
lish he ld d istricts of Warsaw during 
t h e insu rrection. 

It depicts Home Army soldiers 
throwin g grenades on the barricades 
of Warsaw, w h ile above in the left 
corner are the letters A. K . (Home 
Army) to the righ t "Poczta Polowa" 
and ac,·oss the bottom "Warszawa­
l-VIII-1944. 

(Polish Review, Apr. 12. -194fi) 

SEZ THE EDITORS 

In th e May issue it will be recalled 
an appeal was made for artic1es for 
th e "BULLETIN." The r esponse at 
this writing is far from encoura g ing. 
We did however, receive inquiries as 
to t h e type of material we would con­
s ider for publishing. Our answer to 
t h is question is: W e we,lcome any ar­
ticle which in any way discusses th ·' 
postal issu es. charity, R e d Cross and 
Tuberculosis seals and poster stam ps 
of Poland. It is tru e that we are a 
philate'lic organization but because 
many of our members coL'lect poster 
stamps a nd seals in addition to post­
age stamps the Editnrs are of th e 
op11110n that arti-c'les on these sulJ ­
jects will appeal to the majority of' 
our mem•b ers. We will continue to ad­
here to this policy unless the consen­
sus of th e majority of our members 
is r~ceived to the contrary. T h is we 
will neve r know unless you write and 
tell us. ' 

A.no ther thought comes t o us. Th:1t 

it would be a good idea for each of 
you t_o jot down on a penny postcard 
a request for an article on a particu­
lar subject in which you are in ter-
1ps_ted. ·These requests would then be 
t;a,pulated and an attempt would be 
made to have an article written on 
the s u bjects. with the greatest appeal. 
MAIL YOUR CA.RD TONIGHT. 

Here is another thought: We have 
on file an article on Charity, and .. Tu­
berculosis Sea ls a nd semi-postal ls­
sues of Poland. We know that this 
artkle is incomplet e so we are ap­
pealing to a ll of our members to list 
and describe the copies they have, 
even though in some cases it may be 
only one item. After all of these lists 
a re turned in, we lJl_ay r equest the 
loan o,f a stamp here and there for 
illustrati1on purposes. In this way we 
should be aJo le to get a fairly accurate 
listing and each of you who contrib­
uted would have the satisfaction ot 
knowing that you helped. 

Come on gang, Jet's all work togeth­
er in the same old Po}onus spirit that 
lns always manifested itsel f in the 
pas t. 

FROM OUR BOYS 

_ Those who attended the m eeting of 
June 22 were treated to a most pleas­
ant surprise. Charter M ember #13, 
GM.1/ c Sta n ley Madro and his charm­
ing wHe ·paid us a short vislit. 

Stan ley has been serving in the 
Navy during t h e past. five ye~rs and 
this was his Nrst opportunity to be 
w ith us in that time. H e looked fine 
and surely very happy'. ' 

It was nice seeing you, Stanley. w,, 
a ll hope th is mess will be over soon, 
and that we may look forward to be­
ing together again w ithin the near 
future. 

P. S. Stan. dropped us a card and 
said that . he is now attending Gun­
ners Mate school, Wash. D. C. H e al­
so sends his best to all of the mem­
bers. 

England , 1945 
F r ien d ly Greetings, and thanks for 

a ll t h e "BULLET'lNS." 
Lt . .Julia C. P ach, A. N. C. 

Thanks for " The ~ittle Book ori 
Stamps." 

Phi:Hppines, .June 11, 1945 

.Just enough tim e to drop a few lines 
to say t ha t th e April and May "BUL-



LETINS" fo llowed m e up her e. Of a ll 
the periodicals, The "BULLETIN" is 
the one I always look forward to. 
- I was greatly interested in the ar­
'ticle about "Doc" Kozy, in the May 
issue, particulaI'lly so because I knew 
hi s son ' "Ed." 

What Mckled m e was th e artic le oy 
Tad Stas ik. I gues•s a ll of us in th e 
serviice fee l the sam e as he. -Best r e ­
gard s. 

S/Sgt. Felix W a lat. 

June 10, 1915 
R ec 'd the progra:m of POLPEX 1945. 

Extremely proud to see such progress. 
My sincere thanks for r em embering 
m e. 

Cpl. Chester D. Kozuchowski, 
Philippines 

July 6th, 1945. 
Dear Jack: , 

Just a few Jlines to say hello from 
San J ose, Costa R tca, the land of 
Eternal Spring. Right n ow the w eath ­
er is delightfully cool. San Jose· is 
about 3000 ft . a bove sea level. 

Enclosed ar e a few mint stamps ot 
C. R 

So long for now and best wish es 
a nd regards to the cl·ub members. 

T / Sgt. Chuck Wrobel. 

Ju,ly 1st, 1945 
Dear Jack: 

I've been doing fairly w e ll with Po­
li s h stamps a nd Gen. Gov. Issues dur­
ing the past two weeks. 

Have seen two copies Olf the last 
• Gen. Gov. l0zl.+l0zl. but the prices 
asked are terrific. 

Stamp prices in Germany have sky­
rocketed qu1te a bit. "Stamp ' Whole­
saler" lists a German set a t $1 . 85 and 
In Gernnany it is selling for 80 t o ~o 
m arks. The 26 val'ue Poland set (Scott 
#354 to 379) are pri;ced at 350 ma rks. 

I was sh'own a very beautiful Ger­
man collection, I t ossed in my s,leep 
a ll night. 

Cancelled "Gen. Gov." issues are 
d-if ficult to find. 

Enclosed Is the snapshot of m yse lf 
that you requesteld. 

Pvt. Joe Blenecki, 
(Germany) 

Ed. note: Thanks J oe for the snap­
shot a nd enclosures. 

Keep hinges in a tight box t o keep 
them from curling a nd th e gum from 
cracking, 

THIS N ' THAT 

In the April 23rd issue of Chambers 
Stamp . .Journal our good J'riend ·ancl 
member Steve R:ich remarked: "I am 
undoubtedly 100 % crazy In the eyes of 
most of my brert;hren In the Polonus 
Society because I end my Poland Col­
lection with 1870." 

Why St eve sh ould feel that most ol' 
his bret ,w en believe him cr azy we can 
not • imagin e. Nothin g that we have 
said or don e in the pas t six YLar.; 
could poss ib ly be interpretEcJd as ah 
attempt to teU anyon e what they 
should or s hould not collect, partk:u • 
Jarly Stev·e, who w e believ e by this 
Nme should a nd does know w hat ne 
wants to collect . 

Why we ha ve feHows in t h e :,;oci­
e t y like Ben Reeves, Lest er Jankow­
ski and I wh o even coll ect fore ign 
precancels. Does any.one w a nt to make 
something- of it ? J. J . D. 

To L . A. Kupferwasser, ,Frank :,;ar­
necki, J ohn Jarosz and Frank B. Jan­
cowski we g ratefu lly acknowledge the 
r eceipt of donations to th e ·· ;.;TAMPS 
FOR THE WOUNDBD." 

Ch ester A. Schafe r was a ppointed 
Chairman of th e Com mittee on 'l'r(l.ns­
lati n g . 

There are many fine articles on Po-· 
li sh philate:y in som e of the old Polis h 
ph :la t elic .Journals which can be used 
when translated. Che1ster has agreed 
to appoint a committee t o do thi s 
work. It is a di ffi.cu lt job a nd w e wish 
to thank Ches t er for hi s most gen­
erous , offering. 

NOW THIS IS WHERE YOU CAN, 
HELP. Many of you m ay have odd 
cop ies of the·se various Bulletins. 
Please mail them to the Editor w ho 
w ill return them after use if desi red. 

One t hing that can be said abou t 
th e German issu es that cam e out dur­
ing the war is that th e quality, b eau­
ty, and condition of the engravings 
are s till rep.Jete with -th e sam e teuton­
i•c thoroughness t o do a good ·printing 
job. The Naz.i symbo.J seems t o be 
present on most of their issues. Goe ­
bbels n ev eT lost his touch fo r public: 
ity, 

Aside ·to a nyorie who may be Inter­
ested in Importing these stamps, it 
s till ls against the rules set up by the 
Treasury Depa·rtment t o import them 
into the United States. 

-Lee Gllberl:, Phil. Gossip 6-16-45 
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