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The World's Philatelic Tribute to Poles• 
by Bert Powell 

Of extrem e importance t o the Polis h 
co ll ec tor are the various philatelic 
emissions of other countries which 
accla im Polish achievement in world's 
his tory. Some of these sta mps honor 
P olis h military a.id to preserve their 
own liberty or their b oundaries, while 
others honor the achievements uf 
Poles in other fields. Some of the 
countries helped by the P oles in the 
past, a r e now completely indifferent 
to Poland's present struggle for ex­
istence. 

Here, in the United States, three 
stamps have been issued to honor 
Poland and her heroic sons. Two C'f 
th e three s t amps issued h onor the 
great p a triots . Pula ski a nd Kosciusz­
ko , while th e third stamp honors the 
Polish flag, a,s r epr esenting the firs t 
of the downtrodden n a tion s which 
bore the .Nazi might. 

Th e flag stamp issued in honor t-f 
Poland, was the first of a long series, 
a nd s et a first day sales record which 
w a s not equ a lled by a ny oth er f lag 
stamp ! It a lone, of all the· fl a g sta mps, 
was first put on sale in two cities­
Washington a nd Chicago, The first 
day s a le at Chicago occurred la r gely 
d'ue to the activ e and ag,gressive, 
campaign in g of the Polonus Phila­
telic Society. The event was a n ex­
trem ely colorful a.ffalr in which many 
Polish societies participated , and 

Bulgaria honors the Polish King. 
Wladyslaw Ill 

made the ceremonies m ost unusual. 
Austria's semi-postal issue of 193'3 

commemorated the relief of Vienna 
by King J a n So'bieska, the P olish 
mili tary genius who turned back the 
Turkish h ordes in a d ecisive battle 
and thereby saved Christia nity for 
Europe. King Jan's likeness is s hown 
on Aust ria 's B96. A heroic size paint-

*- R eprinted with permission from s ,TAMPS. 



ing, depicting the surrender of the 
Turkish commander to King Jan, 
hangs in the Vatican as a constant 
reminder of the important part played 
by this Pole in Europe's dest:ny. 

Bulgaria honored another P clish 
king in a series of five stamps issu ed 
to commemorate the Battle of Varna. 
The ser ies a ppeared in 1935, and 
Scott's Nos. 2812 and 284 depict King 
Vla dislav Varnenchik, a gallant Pole 
who met his death in the battle of 
Varn a, while aiding the Bulgars. 

However. the philatelic tributes 
rendered by the world to Poles is not 
limited to honoring Polish courage or 
military genius. In the field of medi­
cine the Curie name is immortal. In 
193,8 France and her colonies honored 

the historical medical achievements 
of Pierre Curie and his Polish wife, 
Marie Sklodowska -Curie, who contin­
ued radium research after tt e un -
time ly demise of Professor Curie. La­
ter. she was to be presented with the 
Nobel pcize and gained world renown 
for her great work. 

The stamps commemorated t~n 4·0th 
ann iversary of the dis·covery of rad­
ium, and were sold with a surtax for 
the benefit of the International Union 
for the Control of Cancer. Other coun­
tries honoring Pierre and Marie Curie 
at this, time were Afghanistan,. Cuba, 
Monaco and Panama. Turkey also 
honored :Mme. Curie with a stamp, 
Scott's B67, during the 121th Congress 
of the Women's International Alli­
ance held in that country in 191315. 

NATIONS OF THE WORLD HONOR :POLES 
Country Yr. Issue 

1 United States 19131 
2 United States 1933 
'3 United States 1943, 
4 Austria 1933 
5 Bu'lgaria 1935 
6 Afghan.is•tan 19•3'8 
7 Cuba 1910-13-44 

19,38 
8 France 1938 
9 Monaco 19138 

10 Panama 19,39 
11 Turkey 1935 
12 Cameroons 19,38 
13 Dahomey 1938 
14 French Equatorial Afrioa 19•38 
15 French Guiana 1938 
16 F r ench Guinea 19·38 
17 French India 19318 
18 F'rench Oceania 1938 
19 French Sudan 1938 
20 Guadeloupe 19318• 
'21 Indo-China 1938 
22 Ivory Coast . 19•3:8 
2:3 Madagascar 1938 
24 Martinique 19318 
25 Mauritania 19,38 
216 New Caledonia 19!38 
27 Niger 1938 
28 Rtunion 1938 
29 ,st. Pierre-Miquelon 19138 
30, 1Senegal 193,8 
31 ,So_mali Coas,t 1938 
312 Tog o 19<38 

BEEBA SOUVENIR SHEETS 
The 1946 Beeba sheet is available 

at 15 cents per copy or 2 for 2,5 cents, 
postage included. 

For prices on other Polpex or Beeba 
items, please re.fer to Polonus BUL-

Scott # Subject 
690 Casimer Pulaski 
73>4 Thaddeus Kosciuszko 
90•9 Polish Flag 
B9'6 King John ,Sobieski 
,28, 4 King \Vladislaus, III 
RA:2, Pierre and Marie Curie 

2'4•6, 25,2, 3171 Gen. Carlos Rolofil' 
Bl - Bi2 Fiene and Marie Curie 

B76 
B214 

R ll-12 -3-4 
B'67 Marie Curie 
Bl Pierre and, Marie Curie 
B2, 
Bl 
B3 
B2 
B6 
B5 
Bil 
B3 
B14 
B2 
B2 
B2 
B3 
B4 
Bil 
B4 
B3 
B3 
B2 
Bl 

LETIN #43. Here alw will be found 
prices for back numbers, of Polonus 
Bulletins. 

Ma:ke your remittance to the Seal 
Director, Adam Klo,skow.s,ki, 2,5128 N . 
Drake Ave., Chicago 4·7, Illinois. 



BEEBA-1946 STYLE 

From all o,·er the Un;ted States a 
record crowd of 500 flocked to the 
Polonus Bee J a held Augus>t 23, 194ti. 
By street car, by auto, b:; tax, they 
tra veiled to the Polish .b'alcons H::, II 
after attending the A. P. S.-C. P. S. 
show at the Hotel Hamilton. 

They heard Chopin's "Po,onaise.,. 
played on the piano, they saw children 
dance the "Krakowiak' and the "Ku·· 
jawiak" in colorful folk costumes, they 
... :but wait, let Harry L. Lindquist, 
publisher of STAMPS magaz ine, tell 
you about the Beeba. 

Following are his impressions: 
"We went with some curioo-ity, not 

knowing exactly what to expect, as it 
was our first experience at a Polish 
Beeba. Dr. M. E. U,:nanski, President 
of Polonus, explained in his introduc­
tory remarks that it was the custom 
in Polish towns to hold! a Beeba when­
ever distinguished guests, visited the 
town,. or even when an old friend 
among the peasants returned for a 
visit. At these affairs the entire pop­
ulation would turn out; and there 
would .be mu.;ic, singing, and dancing, 
all winding up, with a sumptuous re­
past. 

"Following out the tradition, the 
Polonus Philatelic Society had ar­
ranged heaping ta,bles laden with Po­
lish delicacies. S1ucculent sausages, 
brown bread, sauerkraut, cheese, ani 
herring salad were in evidence. As the 
piles of food were clepleted they were 
constantly replenished with more, un­
til everyone had all he could eat. 

",S,everal ty:pical Polish dances were 
staged by young girls in costume, 
who made quite a hit by their grace 
and precision. Then many of the vis­
iting celebrities were introduced, in­
cluding Alfred F. Lichtenstein, of New 
York; Roy M. North, representing the 
Post Office Department in Washing­
ton; and many others prominent in 
philately and philatelic journalism. 

"The writer was very much sur­
prised and honored bY being presented 
with one of the handsomest portfolios 
he had ever seen. It was illuminated 
and engrossed on parchment in gold 
and colors, an expression of apprecia­
tion from the Polonus Philatelic So­
ciety. It was a splendid tribute, and 
one which we very much appreciated. 
The citation and accompanying ma­
terial were bound in beautiful hand­
tooled leather, lined with silk (it took 
the artist Jack Domar nearly a year 

to complete) makin g a p erm a nent 
souvenir which will a lways be cher­
ished." 

Thu s wa-s Mr. Lindqu ist impressed. 
But so were many otners. There was 
Dave Lic!man, edi tor of PHILATELY; 
F ritz Billig, pu blisher of handlboo-1,s; 
Charles Hahn, stamp editor of the 
CHICAGO SIUN; H arry W e iss, editor 
of G OSISIP; W. W. Wylie, e ditor of 
WErSTIDRN STA1\1P COLLEC TOR; D. 
F. Ly,barger, A. P . S. President, Lu­
ther \li'illiams, publisher of PHILA­
TELY; J. Elmer Zinsm eister , editor 
of S. P. A. JOURNAL; Ed Minear, fl. 
P. A. D irector; Richard Cabeen, stamp 
columnist; Al Diamond, S. P. A. Di­
rector; .Judge David Ca ldwell, A. P. S. 
Vice- Pr es,ident; H. C. M usser, A. P. S . 
E 'xec-Secretary; Stephen G. Rich, not­
ed writer and dealer; and many, m a ny 
more. 

Yes, this was• the Beeba-1946 style. 

POLISH RED CROSS I-SSUE IN 
AUSTRIA 

This souvenir sheet was issued by 
the Polish Red Cross in Austria, with 
the slogan ''SA VE THE POLI.SH 
CHILDREN." It is mad e up of four 
stamps bearing reproductions of fa­
mous paintings by the Polish artists 
Chelmc ski , Eismont, and Kotsisa. 

A total of 40,000 sheets were issued 
20,000 pert. and 20,0,00 imperf. They 
were sold at 10 Austrian shillings, and 
were .sanctioned by the D- 2 branch of 
the American occupation fo rces. 

-Mr. Al Rybarski turned in t his 
bit of information. He translated it 
from a maga zire printed for the Po­
lish Forces in Italy. 

The spirit of cooperation that exis ts 
between Chicago philate lic so•ciefies 
was shown when mem,bers of C. P. S. 
chipped in and served food to guest•s 
at the buiffet table. 



EAGLE OVERPRINTS 

The 25 gr. stamp of the Eagle a ncl 
Monument Issue, withdrawn because 
of the change in postal rates, was 
overprinted a nd sur•charged to the 
new value o,f 1 zl., which was the fee 
for letters delivered within the coun­
try weighing up to 20 grams. This 
stamp received a typographed four 
line overprint in black "-1 zl-, 3'1. 
XII. 19413, K. R. N., 31. XII. 1944," a nd 
was issued December 31, 1944 com­
memorating the one year anniversary 
of the activity of the Polish National 
Council (Krajowa Rada N arodowa). 
1 zl. on 12 5 gr. bright red 

a. Inverted overprint 
b . First "3" damaged at the top, 

positions 1 & 51 
c. Numera l "9" in the upper date 

damaged, 2 & 5~ 
d . Numeral "1" torn at the top 

and "l" in "zl" damaged, 18 & 58 
e. "zl" a nd "9" in "1943" damaged, 

:26 & 7•6 
f. Numeral "9" in "1943" torn at 

the bottom,. 3'1 & 8.1 
g. Numeral "4" in "1944" and thP 

period of "N." damaged, 3'6 & 86 
Because the ovei,printing form con: 

sisted of only 50 overprints, each 
sheet of 100 stamps h ad to be put in 
the printing press twice. Thus the 
overprint pla te varie ties occur in cor­
responding positions in both h a lves oi 
the sheet. 

fF'or use on letters delivered outside 
the country weighing up to 20 grams, 
the 216 gr. stamp was· surch1rged i zl.; 
and for use on registered letters , the 
2·5 gr. stamp, was surcharged 3 zl. The 

2 zl. received a t ypographed three J: n e 
overprint in blacik "~2 zl-, P. K. W . 
N. , 31. XII. 19 44," and the 3' zl. "- 3 
zl-, 31. XIII . 1944, R. T. R. P." Both 
these stamps honored the r eor gan iza ­
tion of the present governm ent age n ­
cies. The Polis1h Nationa l Liberation 
Committee (Polski Komitet Wyz,wo­
lenia Narodu) w a s tran sformed into 
the 'l'emporary Administration of the 
Polish Republic (Rzad Tymczasowy 
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej). Both sta,mps 
were issued January 15, 1945. 
2 zl. on 25 gr. bright red 

a . Inverted overprint 
b . 1Dou1ble overp,rint 
c . Value "2, zl." p r inted at the top 

and bottom of stamp. 
d. Value "2 zl." printed at the 'J ot­

tom ins t ead of the top 
e. Damaged "9" a t the top, 16 & 67 
f. Damaged '14" 20 & 70, 41) & 90 

3 zl. on 25 gr. bright r ed 
a. Inverted overprint 
b . Value "3• zl." at the bottom 
c. Damaged "9" a t the top, 16 & 67 
d. Damaged "4" 20 & 70 , 40 & 90 
The 2 zl. on 2•5 gr. is known imper-

forate at the right side (margin of 
sheet). Because each sheet passed 
through the· printing press twice (as 
explained before) misplacing of the 
over print and double overp,rints. occur­
red as listed above. 

All three stamps were withdrawn 
from circulation April 15, 1945, and 
the total quantity printed was 1200,000 
sets•. • 

-Translated from PION'IER FILA­
T'ffiLISTYCZNY edited by Dr. Kazi­
mierz Lepszy,. Krakow; a nd from KA­
T IA.LOG ZNACZK OW POCZ'l''OWYCH 
FOLSKICH edited by Tadeusz Gry­
zewski at Lodz. 

T H IS 'N TH AT 
Polish philately was .introduced a t a 

State Fair in ,Sedalia, Mis1souri, Aug. 
118-2·5, 19·4•6, with Bert Powell's exhibit 
of 8 frames of Polish Postal Station­
ery-th e Wit S,twosz postC'ard issues, 
a nd 10 frames of Polish Airmail is­
sues. These exhibits brought Bert first 
awards in the Fo,re!gn Top,ical Collec­
tion section a nd th e Foreign Airmail 
section respectively. In a ddition to 
these awards, Bert also took first 
place in the U. S. Miscell'aneous sec­
tion with 6 frames of his U. S. Modern 
Postal Markings. 

Member Ben Reeves a lso came 
through with a first award a t this 
State Fair with his exhib it in the 
M'ost Educational Display section. 



General Carlos Roloff, Polish-Cuban Patroit 
by Edmund L. Kowa lczyk 

The first Pole to be honored with 
a stamp on the American hemi~phere 
was General Carlos Roloff. The stam p 
was issued in 1910, three ye1.rs, after 
his d eath . Cuba honored its h er o with 
Scott # 12416, .t one pes ::, , Rlate, # 1215•2, fl 

one peso, black; and in B •44, in com­
memoration of the 100 th an niversary 
of his birth with #371, a 3 cent, v i­
olet. 

Roloff, a nobleman, was born in 
1842. At the age of twenty -one, h e 
volunteered for t he Polis h J a nuary 
Insurr ect ion of 1'8•63, a nd nfter its 
downfall fl ed t o the Unite d S t ates. 
The Civil vVar was on a t the time, so 
h e enlisted as an officer in the Union 
Army and s er ved until 18·65. 

F ollowing the Civil vVar, h e set tled 
in New York City,, and it was un­
dourbted ly h ere, that he first c:t me in 
con tac t with the Cuban Cause through 
the colony of C uba n patri ots r esidin g 
here. N ew York City a nd New Or­
leans, La., were the hea dqua rte: s J f 
patriotic Cuban orga nizations and 
from these points, expeditions were 
sen t to liber ate Cuba. In 18-618, r,e 
sailed from the Port of New Orlea ns, 
w ith a filibusterin <s expedition com­
posed of many nationalities in cluding 
Poles.* 

His past experience in g ueYilla fig ht­
ing in th e Polish Insurrection o·f 1863 
came in good stead during the follow­
ing a nd later Cuban revolts. From Ci­
enfu egos, Santa Clara, in February, 
18·69, Roloff led a battalion of seven 
thousand men and served through th e 
bloody "T en Year 's War" with dis­
tinction. This stru g,gle t ermin a ted with 
a peace treaty, which promised the 
Cubans certain rights and privileges. 
These promises were soon broken and 
once again unrest a nd strife prevailed. 

From 1880 to 18,97 he was e ither ac­
tive in th e field, or in organizing ex­
peditions of m en and a rms in the 
United States or other countries. In 
1898, in recognition of h.is twenty­
eight years of untiring a nd devoted 
service to Cu,ba, he was elected t o 
the office of S ecretary of War. He 
held this post t hroughout the Spa nish­
American War. L ater , h e was Treas­
ure r of the island repuJblic. Roloff 
married a sister of Genera l Santos 
Guardiola (President in 1903) of Eon ­
duras. Out of his sixty-five years, 
thirty-four were spent fighting op-

pression in th r ee different countries. 
and ten in h igh pu ·)liC off:ces. Today 
children studying the histor y in th e 
Antilles find him rated as or.e of the 
g r ea t est heroes oif Cuba. 

*-This was n ot the first instan-2e; 
several hundred Poles a nd H ungar­
ians took pa rt in the exp editions of 
Major -General Narciso L opez to B a ­
h ia Honda in 1850 -·51. From 1806 to 
18197, Poles participated in nea r ly a l1 
the revolts for the freedom of Latin 
American countries. 
BIBL,IOGR!APH,Y: 
Ca!brera, Raimundo, "Cu ·1 a an d The 

Cubans," Philadelphia, 189'6. 
Chapman, Charles E., "A History of 

the Cuban R epU'blic," N ew York 1927 · 
J ohnson, Willis F., "The History of 

Cuba," New Yori<. 
Kowalczyk, Edm und L., "Gen er a l C a r­

los Roloff," Kuryer C.odzienny, Bos­
ton, Jan. 4, 194-1. 

Van Norman, Louis E., "Poland, The 
Knight Among Nations," N ew York, 
Chicago a nd Toronto, 1907. 

Walker, J eanie M., "The Cuba n Mar­
tyr," H art ford, 1875. 

At th e Be~ba, before the food was 
~erv ed, this sort of scene greeted one 
in the kitchen. Mrs. Al Kolaczewski 
with a b ig wooden spoon in hand stir­
ring the sauerkraut, J ack Damar with 
his s hi rt sleeves rolled up cooking the 
P olish sausage, Ann Mikuckl and Mrs. 
Ry,harski in thei r P olish costumes 
whizzing by-their a rms loa d ed with 
pla tes . 

J. Ochab, Chairman of . the Enter­
tainment Committee, was respon sible 
for a large a nd full progra m of en ­
tertainment a t the Beeba. 



A PO,LISH ODDITY 
By Bert Powell 

'.rhis scribbler, like m ost of us av ­
erage collectors always felt th a t t,e 
had at least a n ordinary working 
knowled_ge of stampi~ nomen ~lJ ture 
or terminology. However, as it usually 
happens to us wou ld-be "experts," 
pride goeth before a fall, or-there is 
something new (to u s) under the sun! 
In other words, we live and lea rn! 
Now the fact remains, that the infor­
mation which is about to be d isclo-sed 
h ere, may not necessarily be of an 
earth shaking n a ture~but it is n ew 
to us a nd as the case seems to be far 
from common, we thought that you 
might like to know about it. So, here 
it is! 

The little joker In the dec'k, that 
started this mental upheaval w as a 
desoriptive term used on a n approval 
sheet to wit, " p,rinted throu gh." W ell, 
we pond ered over that one fo-r a n eo n 
or two, and were fin a lly forced to 
grudgingly a dmit tha t h ere was a new 
one on us. The stamp was duly turned 
over and sure enough, there WA,S a 
perfect likeness on the baok of it. 
"Offset" we at once br ightly conclud­
ed. So the little brain bedeviler was 
held to the light and our offse t theory 
was at once blown up worse than if 
an atomic bomb had struck it. Why? 
Because, my little ca'b-bages, as the 
French so aptly put it-'l'IHiE BACK 
VIElW WAS IN PERFECT REGIS ­
TER OR ALIGN,MENT WITH THE 
F1RIONT VIEW! And it wasn 't a case 
of being printed on both sides either, 
because the lettering a nd subject mat­
t er would appear normal on EACH 
side, wherea s, in this case the reverse 
s-ide of the stamp has the lettering and 
is~bject matter backwards! ' So we 
were forced to conclude that this item 
was printed through-BUT HOW? 

The fact that the paper of this 
stamp is of very thin, vertica lly laid 
type, seems to len d credence to the 
printed through supposition . Possibly 
too, the ink may have bee n a fac tor, 
ins·ofar as, it may have been of an 
oil er composition than usual and 
would thus permea te the paper of the 
stamp to a greater extent. Atmospher­
ic conditions m ay a lso h a ve contribut ­
ed something to the creation of this 
od d'i-ty, for if the humidity was h igh 
when this stamp was b eing printed 
the ink may have soaked through to 
a greater depth. W e immedia tely 
looked through the balance of our Po-

lish duplicates but onl y this· one 
stamp in this condition came to lig ht. 

Almost anything in th e way of a 
variety or oddity ls possibl e· on the 
early issues of Pola nd, due to the Jack 
of proper materia ls or modern equip­
ment a t the time of printing-but this 
case is unu sual even for th e primitive 
printing s· of this tragic country, 

vVe would greatly apprecia te a more 
qualified opinion from those of our 
readers who a r e more familia r with 
the printing art t han we a r e. Possibly 
some one of our r eader-s can tell 
whethe,r the printed through theory is 
correct in this case. The litt le trouble­
maker a long with a normal copy of 
the stamp in qu es tion is spown in the 
illustra tion accompanying this article. 
As will b e obs·e rvecl ,. even the photo 
indicates the unu sual d epth of color on 
the printed through item. 
- Reprin ted with permission from the 
S. P. A . JOURL'JAL. 

NEW MEMBERS 
3012 Dr. Luigi Mazzini, Via F ieschi, 

3-4, Genoa, Ita ly. 
(Ita ly, Poland, U. S., Canada, 
Newfoundland, Latin America 
excep-t Colombia, Ven ezuela, and 
Central America) 

3()13· ,St '.l nley Janu szewski; 6·6 Kingston 
A ve., Blackpool, S. S., Great 
Brita in. 
(Poland, Gr. Britain, Eire, and 
France ) 

304 L echoslaw P lewka, ul. Bol. Chro­
brego 41Z-1 p. , L eszno, 'Wlkp., Po­
la nd. (Poland) 

30'5 William E. Harryman, 9, The 
Grove, Coulsdon,. Burrey, Grea t 
Britain 
(Everything Philatelically Polish 

30,6 Franciszek Koprowski, Ma tejki 1, 
,Slawno-Pomorze Zachotlnie, Po­
land (Poland) 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Stanley Ku charz 
12100 W. Cullerton St. 
Chicago 8, Illinois 
Roman Wojcicki 
717 E. Whitner St. 
Decatur, Illinois 



CA NCELLATIONS OF THE PLEBISCITE TERRl,TORIES OF 
SPIS AND ORAVA'" 

by W. L. 

So far as· I know, nothing has been 
written about the Plebiscite territory 
of Slovakia. as distinct from tha t of 
E '.astern Siles,a, yet philatelica lly it 
is quite interesting. L et' s see if w e 
ca n't a dd to our stoC'k of lrnowiedge 
about it. 

F 'irst of a ll,. whereabouts on the m ap 
a re the Orava and Sp,is territories? 
I~ you move your finger a long the 
b ou nd ary of Czechoslovakia a nd Po­
lan d e .stwards, from the Silesian P leb ­
iscite territory, you will find a Czech 
sali ent t hrust ing into Po-land, with its 
apex north of Polhora. This salient 
a nd the P olish land to the north a nd 
east of it is known as· the Or-a va , Now,_ 
s•t i11 m ovi ng east, Poland pushes a 
salie nt into Czechos1lova kia. Follow it 
down and, a,s the border swings north 
again, we find the Slovak town of 
J a vorina. Go from there north a nd 
n ortheast until you come to Spis-slrn 
St. Ves, a nd yo u are in the middle 0 f 
the Spis area. 

Now tha t we have located the terri­
tory, le t's get on with the s to ry. 

At the Paris discm:sions in 1919, 
Pola nd claimed both Hungaria n a nd 
Austrian territory. It w as resolved, 
therefore, to esta,bli.sh a Plebiscite ar ­
ea in Orava, Spis·, and Eastern Silesia. 
In Slovakia, the dis,tric ts o,f TR,S'TE,­
NA, NAMES1TOVO, SPJS!SKA STARA 
V1EJS, and the region of JAVORINA 
w ere determined upon for this pur­
pose. The International Commission 
consi·s t ed of one delegat e each from 
Britain , France, U. S . A ., Ita l y an d 
Japa n , a nd they had their sit t ings i n 
JABLONKA and ORAVA. Sub-com ­
missions sat in T'RSTEN A, S,PI1SISKA 
ST ARA VES, and SPlSISKA BELA. 

R epr esenting Sloval,ja on th is Com ­
mission wer e the Bishop Marian Bla­
h a, of Spis, the former Vice -President 
of the L a nds Dept. (Dr. Mila n Rad­
Jinsky), Dr. Juraz Slavik, and the for ­
m er Burgomaster of Ruzorriberok (Ja n 
J a ncek). In addition, an Arbi t r a ti on 
Commission was appointed , whose 

'Cha irnan wa s Anton Bulla , former 
Vice-President of the High Cour t in 
Bratislava. This Commission consisted 
of four Czech and four Polish judges. 

The Plebiscite Commission began 
its ac tivities· a t the beginning of Feb ­
ruary 19120, a nd completed them on 

*--1Reprinted with permission from the 

Russell 
July 28, 1920. Actua lly a plebiscite was 
never held, either in .e;astern Silesia 
or in .Slovakia. The de•s ires of Poland 
were clarified in the course of .pro­
ceedings· and she was awarded terri­
tory as follows: In Orava, from TRS­
T,EJNA district,. 13 communities; anJ 
in Spis, from SPII1S1SIKA ST'ARA VES 
likewise 13 communities, with a total 
p opulation of about 23,000 sou ls. 

,If you 've rea d t his f ar, you're prob ­
a bly beginning to wonder h ow it a f­
fects us phila telically. Le t 's see: 

:First of a ll , there a re plenty d 
p eo ple who believ e that the "S. O." 
overprint on Czech and Polish stamps 
was used! because the le tters stood for 
S:pis and Orava, as w ell a s for Silesie 
Orienta.le. On tha t I m ake no com­
ment, for I do not know. 

However, in the Plebiscite territory, 
just as in the rest of Slovakia immed­
iately after the revolution, only Hun­
garian <Stamps and canceUations were 
used. The cancella tions were in use to 
the end of 19•19 (except at CHYZNE, 
w here they were used to the end nf 
February 19120). S lovak cancellations 
came into use at the beginning of 
19,20• (i.e. just before the Plebiscite 
period), so that in these territories 
one finds: 

1. Hungarian stamps with Hun­
garian cancellations. 

2. Czechoslovakian ,stamps with 
H ungarian cancellations. 

3. Czechoslova kian s t amps with 
Slovak cancellations. 

4. Plebiscite stamps with S lovak 
cancellations. 

5. Polish stamps with Slovak can­
cellations. 

6. Polish stamp.s with Polish can­
cellations. 

In the territory surrendered to Po­
la nd it may be interesting to note the 
various spellings, of the different 
towns. In Orava: 
Hungarian name 
Jrublonka 

Slovak name 
J a blonka 
PodVlk Podvilk 

Chizsne Chyzne 
Daina Lipnica 
Vysna Zuibrica 

A!Elo Lipnicf':a 
Felso Zubricza 

Polish name 
Jablonka Orawska 
Podwilk n. Orawe 
Chynze 
Dolna Lipnica 
Gorna Zuzrzyca 
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and in Spis: 

Hungaria n na m e S lovak na me 
l' 'ri,gyesvagasa Fridm a n 
Nedecz Nededza 
Ujterebes Tribs 
Szentmin tszent Kacvin 

Poli sh na m e 
Frydman n. Spiszu 
Njedzica 
Trybsz 
Kacwin 

An essay by Herr Baurat Ing. Weiss, 
of Moravska-0strava, on the Pl ebis­
cite cancellations mentions that Pleb ­
iscite stamps were a lso used outside 
the P lebiscite t erritory. This, is true 
a lso of the Spis a nd 0rava dis tricts , 
and it has been reported that the 15 
h . postca rd (issue of April 1919) over­
printed "S. 0 . 19,20," was also used in 
postoff ice,s adjacent to the Spis terri­
tory. No official confirma tion of th is 
has been is-su ed , but the ·card has 
been reported with cancellations 0f 
KEZMAR0K, STARA LUB0VNA, 
P0D0LINEC, SPLSSKA BELA, JAR­
EMB,IN A, and GNIAZDA. 

Genuinely used letters from th e S,pis 
and 0rava Plebisci,e territor:e~, wit,1 
Plebiscite stamps, are for the most 
part rare. Oftenest the cancell :,_tions 
found are TRSr.rENA, NAMEST0V0, 
and SPliS,SIKA S,TARA VE<S, b ecause 
these places were district cente!'s 
where, in a ddition to sma ll traders, 
there were one or two lawyers, doc­
tors , officials, and so on. The rest nf 
the territory, with the exception of 
two or three communities su ch as UIS­
T•IE, SLANICA, an d B0BROV, was 
perhaps the • poorest part of Czech o ­
slovakia,. the populace being at that 
time m ai nly illiterate. 

It is a fact, too, that during the 
Plebiscite period, many postoffices ex­
hausted their stocks of P lebiscite 
s,tamps, and ordina ry Hradschin 
stamps without t h e overprint were 
used. 

Well , this shedls a bit of lig ht on a 
little known corner of the Cze cho :;:lo­
vak republic, particul;uly if you a r e 
interested in postmarl<s. It is of in ­
terest to note, too, that in 1938 when 
Hitler overran the country, h e ha nder! 
the Spis te:·r itory t o Polaml, so now 
there will be new postmarks still to 
come from this part of t h e country. 

(Note: Somr of the details in this 
article a ppeare d in the Bratis·lav a 
"Donau-Po,st" in 19316, to which publi­
cation the author acknowledges his 
indebtedness). 

HO ! HUM ! 
by Cl ement A. Pul aski 

Vaca ti on t! m e !- vacations a re mag­
dficent r evitali ze rs, but what havoc ;s 
p layed · with corres i: onden ce. Two 
week s in '. h e "vVindy c:ty" caused a 
piling up or s even t y p ec Es of mail 
from phii atelists in P lland. Pati enc 2 
is " grand virtue, pa rlicula1·Jy when 
a ppl' ecl by those waiting fer replie~. 

• • 
Our Canadian member, Walter Dut­

kiewicz , presents a copy of "PRZE­
KROJ" a weekly news-magazine. The 
reader is p leasantly surprised to ob­
serve a three - qu a rte r column section 
devoted to philatelic ne•ws which is 
edited by th e well known Professor 
Stanley Mikstein. Incidentally, reports 
indicate that this "grand ma,ster" cf 
the Krakow iss u es, con tinu ed his re­
search and writings uninterruptedly 
during the war years .. 

• • • 
Simply say "Lenard's" whenever an 

id ea l mee ting place is des;fred. A ran­
dom visit to this elite Polish restaur­
a nt is certain to ,,esult in m eeting old 
friends, but new fri endships are in­
stantaneously seeded there. In this 
charming environment a fin e evening 
was sp ent with the congenial Dr. M..io­
duszewski a nd J ohn J aworski (a de­
s,ign er of brida l gowns ) . Thanks to 
both for a n interestin g hour of cof­
fee 1sip,ping. 

* * * 
Th e A. P. S . h a d a gra nd show. With 

a bit of vacationing yet to d o- after 
the show, Myron Stecz.ynski a nd his 
charmir]g wife, took us into control 
for a few days and nights. Mrs. Stec­
zyn ski is a perfect h ostess. My family 
was en gulfed by her warm hospitality 
and we are profoundly g rateful for a n 
enjoyaJble stay. John and Cynthia 
chummed together nicely. Be sure to 
read the next BULLE,TIN for details 
a bout the Lar,king Collection. 

The Beeba ended shortly before 3: 00 
a.m. Lingering m em bers as,sembl ed in 
the clubroom and a t the bar, s inging 
Polish songs and exchanging stories. 
Al K ola czewski sang s tirring songs 
with his resounding B :.1ss voice. Adam 
Kloskowski surprised us with a rep­
e r toire of P olish and Ukrainian songs. 
M.rs. Kolaczewski proved to ibe just as 
adept at singing as at cooking, but 
best of a ll in srtory telling. 

HONORAB LY DISCHARGED 
Stanley Falcon 
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