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LARKING COLLECTION BOUGHT BY 
MYRON STECZYNSKI FOR $12,000 

by Clement A. Pulaski 

In Polish philately, the mere men­
tion of Colonel Larking, is s,ynonymous 
with something huge, an unseen but 
impelling power. Many of us o.ften 
wondered how and why an English­
m an became so profoundly interested 
in the postal issues of Poland. 'l'hose 
of us familia r with the handbook IK­
AROS were amazed to observe the 
num,berless references t o his writings. 
Viho was Colonel Lark ing? 

This• question was on the mir. ds of 
m a n y collectors . Hfo frequent writings 
in the GIBBONS STAMP MONTHLY, 
and other philatelic journals, proved 
tha t he was a student of Poland postal 
issues•. The intense research he con­
ducted is reflect ed in th e large field 
he covered, for virtually every known 
phase o-f Polish philatel y with its com­
pl ex s iJecializa tion,. was embraced with 
completeness. The articles h e penned 
a re a dependable refe,r ence from the 
very early stamples·s era up to the 
time he was compelled ·to a bandon 
his studies clue to fai ling health. 

The Colonel's interest probably w a.s 
conceived whi,le serving on a diplo­
matic mission in Pola nd. He became 
very fond of the country, its people 
and its history. While s-ojourning jn 
Poland h e amassed hug e quantities of 
p h ila telic m a terhl; later devoting 
much of his leisurely life to study, re­
search, and writing about the postal 

is s ues of the country he learned to 
!ove so much. 

Colonel L a rking passed away two 
years ago. We ca n onJy imagine him 
as a magnanimous and m eticulous 
person, for he wa,s not inclined to be­
come engaged -in fanfare and show­
m a n ship. He was profoundly fond c,f 
his hol)by and devoted a lifetime to 
the a rduous and pains-taking t a sl, of 
precise moun ting arrangement and ac­
curate classification. H is death was 
followed by the expected cycle of con­
jecture. 'What disposition would be 
made of this imme-nse collection? \Vho 
would attempt to acquire it? What 
amount of cash would b e involved? 

Myron Slteczynski , our noted scien­
tist, began negotiation with M rs. Lar­
king nearly two years ago for tfie ac­
quisition of this monumental coJlec­
tion. For a time it appeared that the 
venture would collapse, but finally, 
through the representa tion of I-I. R. 
H a rme,r, this valuable property changed 
hands on March 26, 1946 . Myron (as 
h e is known to most of us-) deserves 
compliments. for his fortitude to carry 
on relations in spite of numerous ob­
stacles which had to be elimina ted 
categorically before the deal was 
closed. 

During a r ecent visit to Chicag o, we 
ha.d the p.leasure of viewing this mam­
moth collection. It is housed in seven-· 



Colon el Ler:, ing 

ty-two volum es. It is truly s•pectacular, 
stupendous. For the benefit of scores 
of col;ectors who undoubtedly would 
welcome the informatio n , it is hoped 
t hat the new owner , o,r one of our 
m e mbers, will som eday soon under­
t a ke the task of presenting a detailed 
description of what the a lbums con­
t a in, 

However, this opportunity cannot be 
passed up without at least brief m en­
tion of some of th e gems which form 
the fo u ndation of th e co'. lection. An 
outstanding i tem is a pe.1'ect copy of 
Pola nd #1 imperfor a t e. Th ere is bu t 
one other copy k nown to be in exis ­
t ence. There are pages a.nd" pages of 
th e Krakow Issues, including a ll rar ­
ities, com plete settings and var:eties, 
h i-lig h ted by str i i:; s of t en of a ll values 
of the much coveted but rar ely seen 
"thin Z" variet y. T he r e are scor es of 
blocks, covers, erro rs , var ieties, rar­
iti es, locals, pro vi sionals, p,roofs, es ­
says, col or tria ,1s, com plete sheets ·­
everything, 

Th e intr insic value of th e coll ection, 
with its historical a n d s -: ien ti fi e 
w or th, exceeds· by far the $12 000 pa id 
by the n ew owner. It is truly \Yi thout 
parall el in P olish philate·Jy. H ence­
forth, it shall rightfu lly be referred to, 
and known as , the Steczynski collec ­
tion. B u t what about the n ew owner? 

:liy,ron Steczynski Is an unprct ent· ou ; 
modest chap. An ages old a dage ad ­
vises that ''If you want a nything done 
righ t, g ive it t o a busy man," In ad­
dit ion t o the la rge fle:d of engineer ing 
in wh :ch he is en gaged, plus time de­
voted to his scient,f1c tesear ches, 
mecha nical creations a nd inventions, 
Myron never relinquis h ed his boyhood 
h o.bby or stamp co llec ting, It is re­
marka bl e that with his bus•y schedule 
he was able t o assemble one of the 
mos t exten s ive collec tions of Poland. 
After this is crystalized with the for­
mer Larking property, the S<teczynski 
collection will be the g reatest refer­
ence libra ry in the whole world , deal­
ing with the phila telic history 0,f Po­
land. Congratu la tions! 

ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM 

It has been the practice in Polonu s 
to devote the first m eeting of each 
month to busines,s, a nd the second ~o 
but a bit of busi n ess-and a grogram, 
At the latter sess>ions, some phase in 
Polish philate ly is lec tured on, a nd il­
lu strated with coll ections of members. 
The following d a tes ,, lec turers an d top­
ics have been schedu led and arranged 
by Myron .Siteczynski, Chairma n of 
Program a n d Entertainment: 

Oct . 25, 19-46, Bert Powell~Postage 
Dues of Polancl, 

Nov. 2-2, 194-6, Chester .Schafer-Cen ­
tral Lithuania. 

Dec. 27, 194·6-Christmas Party. 

Jan. 24, 1947. Dr. L. P. Kozakiew:c1. 
-Pol is h Munici pal Is-sues. 

F eb. 2.8, 1947-POLPEX. 

Mar. 27, J a ck Domar-Poles Hon­
ored On Foreign Stamps. 

April, 1947, Dr. M. E. Uzna·1sl<i-
1=11,ebiscite Issues of Poland. 

May, 1947, J , Gapinski & F. Wolose­
wick-Krakow Issues. 

June, 1947, C . Mlkucki - Cancella­
Uons· a nd S1logans, 

July & Aug,,. 1947, Dr, Kalinowski-
Historica l B a ckground of P ol s•h 
Stamp-s. 

DROPPED FOR NON-PAYMENT 
OF DUES 

S, Michalak # ·2'00 (9/23 /46) 
N, J, Zielinski # '1·81 (9/13'/46) 



PROVISIONAL LOCAL STAMPS, 1944-1945 

Upon the ending of th e German oc­
cupation, some postoffi ces, beca us,e of 
the la.cl< of def inite P olish issues, over­
printed remaind,ers of GeneraJ Gouv­
ernement stamps in Polish. These o,·­
erprints exist in ve,ry small quan­
tities as, it i-s explained, the "Deutsche 
Post Osten" in that period s,up plied 
the post offices with little stocks of 
stamps. 

Upon the approval of the City Na­
tional Council a t Zamos·c, on Jul y 25, 
194-4, the Hitler Portraits and the Cas: 
ties issues, were overp:·inted with a 
Polish Eagle and the inscription "Poc­
!l)ta Polska, Zamosc, 2-5 g r. , 1. 75 z!." 
a t the Sejmik printery at Zamosc. The 
surta x of 1. 75 zloty was for a fund to 
build a n ew postoffice building. These 
stamps are rarely found on covers, 
and were used till August 15, 1944. 

In the city of N iezabitow on August 
3, 1944, the Hitler Portraits, Coat , ·f 
Arms,, and the thir d Official iEST\Jes 
were overprinted and, used till October 
22, 1944. 

At Wawolnica on A ugust 27, 1944, 
Hitler Portraits, Coat of Arms, and 
the third Offic ia l issues were over­
printed and us,ed till Fejrua:ry 3, 19 45. 
The reason they stayed in circulation 

so long was beca use of the s:na.Jl quan­
tity of the N a ti<onal Heroes is': u e put 
out by the Lublin Govern m en t. 

At Lezajsk on August 2, 1944, th e 
Hitler F'ortraits and Castles issu er; 
were, ove,rp,rinted. Thi;) op 2ning of th i.; 
postofcice a nd the overpl'int n g of th e 
stamps were eLect ed by the order of 
the Polish comrnandior of the city. 
The stamps were used on mail Jn Lez­
ajs,k , and later at Nick ie, Przew J rskie, 
Rudnik, and Zolynia. ·with the h elp 
of th e Polish F'ielclpost, letters wi ~h 
these stamps were dElivered to Lv:o.v 
and Lukow. All remainders· of the Le:: ­
a jsk overprints were pre,sente.cJ to the 
Postal Directory at Rzes~ow. 

At Ruclnik n. Sanem the Hitler Por ­
traits and Castles issue3 wer-e over­
prin ted. 

At Brwinow on J_anuary 23, 1945, the 
His tor ical Bui'ldings, Hitl er Portraits . 
and Castles is-s ue ., were overprinted 
The stamps were printed u pon the ac ­
tion of the city postoffic.e, a nd Wl!rn 

1;~ed locally h e,re and at L esna FoJ ­
kowa . Because in the fin al months of 
the German ccc~1pation, postoffices 
had small s u pplies of stamps, earlier 
Gene,ral Gou,·ernement is,sues had to 
be overprinteJ. Them earlier is,sues 

Cuts courtesy PHILATELY 



had to be purchased from private 
persons. Then, persons who wanted to 
send letters brought th eir own stamps 
a lon g which were overprinted at the 
pos toffice. 

At Konskie on Februa-r y 13 , 1940, 
Hitler Portraits were overprinted. The 
va'lidity of thes·e !s,sue,s is questioned 
as at this time there were Polish def ­
inite issues in circu la tion. 

---'Transla t ed from T adeuez G,ryzew­
ski's KATALOG ZNACZKOW POC3-
TOWYCH POLSKICH, Lodz. 

NATIONAL PHILATELIC WEEK 
1935 POLISH POSTER ST AMP 

By Bert .Powell 

A poster stamp of Polish signifi­
cance, which m a ny Polonus members 
a·r e al-ways, g la d to add to their collec ­
tions , consists of an item issued in 
th is count ry in 1935. It .commemorated 
the Nationa l Philatelic Week of that 
year, which was held from November 
4th to November lO·th inclusive. 

Polish collectors are interested be ­
cause the poster stamp In question, .re­
produces, a Polish s t amp, S'ootts type 
A55, which portrays a likeness of King 
Jan III Sobieski, one o,f the most col­
orful rulers in Pola nds· turbulent his­
tory. The king will be remembered 
a s the military genius, w hose P olish 
a rmy defeated the Turkish hordes at 
Vienna who were under the leadership 
of K ara Mustafa. The battle took 
place Se,p'temb~r 12, 1683 ant! the de­
cisive defeat administered t he Turl<ish 
hosts: saved Christianity for Europe, 
a historical fact which now seems to 

be conveniently overlooked by the v ery 
nations which Poland h elped. 

Th e poster stamp is one of a s trip 
of five, the other· four also contain­
ing likenesses of stamps but ft'otn oth ­
er countries. 'l'he reproductions o ' the 
s,t.amps a re in blacl< on white pape,r, 
but each stamp is surrounded with a 
co!ored borde r or margin. The variou s 
colors o.f the border s are as follows: 
red, yellow a nd green, thus r es-u!ting· 
in three differently colored border la­
bels to the series. The series was 
p•r inted in a horizontal focmrut , five 
laibels to each sheet-strip. 

These uni•que sheet-strips were or­
iginated, designed, printed and per­
forated by George Lin n himself, the 
genial a nd progressive pablisher of 
Linn's Weekly Stamp News. T hey rep­
r esented h is c ontribution to the f;rst 
National Phil a te'li>c vVeek which is now 
an an nua l af,fair under the sponsor­
s hip of the Central Federation or 
Stamp Clu bs of Chicago. However, the 
event is now known as the Intern~.­
tional Philatelic Week and is celebrat­
ed by the Chicago clubs w ith spechl 
philatelic events during th e en tire 
week. 

*Reprinted with perm iss ion f,ro.n the 
S. P . A. JOURNAL. 

1,NTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
WEEK SEALS 

November 4-11 ha,s been declared 
International Phila.telic Week by the 
Centr a l Fed eration of S•tamp Clubs. 
Special seals have been printed for 
thi•s occasion , a nd have a "Philately 
Makes Friends" design as thei r 
theme. They seH at 100 for 25c and' 
may be obtained from J . P. Rux, 6'136 
Addis·on St., Chicago 31, Ill in ois . 

A Stamp ,S'a les Department ,will soon 
be active in Polonus, specializing in 
the stamps of Poland. S.tamps· w iII b e 
obtained from members wh o wa nt to 
dispose of their duplicates. A list of 
stamps, for .sale • will appear in the 
BULUETIN. Mrs. Leonard Katz will 
have charge of this department. 
Watch for furth er announcement in 
the November BULLETIN. 



At the August 23rd Bee,ba w h ich 
was h eld a t P olish F a 'lcon's Hal,! in 
conju nc tion with the A . P . S. - C. P . S . 
Con vent ion, P olon'us pres ented Harr y 
L . Lindquist , publish er of ,STAMPS , 
with a s cro ll. F ollowing is Mr. Lin d­
quis t' s story w hich w e h ereby r eprin t 
f r om s ,TAMP 1S: 

" Th e w riter w a s v e ry much su r­
p ri s ed a n d h onored by being pr es en ted 
w it h one of the h a n dsom est p ort fo l ios 
h 'e h ad ever seen. It was illuminated 
a n d en g ros,sed on p a rchment in g old 

a nd colors, an exp,ression of a pprecia ­
tion from the P o1onus P hila t elic So­
ciety. 

"The citation ,r ea d s as fo llow s: 
"'Cita tion of R ecogn i tion to Harry 

L . Lindquis t~ In r ecognit ion of h is un­
t irin g effort s in beh a lf of , his, distin­
g u ish ed s.er vice to, a nd his excep tion al 
coope·ration wi th the P olon us P hilatel ­
ic Societ y in th e p romotion of a n un­
d e rstanding of P olish Cu lture,. Liter a ­
t u re , a nd History t hroug h phila telic 
m eans, this Cita tion of R e cognition is 



hereby grate.fully award'ed - Polonus 
Philatelic S1ociety.' 

"It is dif1ficult to visualize this beau­
tiful book without actually see,ing 1t, 
and we undBrs-tand that it took foe 
artist, J. Domar, who has been a friend 
of long standing, nearly a year to com­
plete it. The book starts -off with a 
ded,icati.on to the writer, followed by 
a photograp,h, and then the Citation 
which is illustrateJ. This is fo11owed 
by nine beautifully i iluminated pages 
showing the seals and cachets which 
Polonus has s1ponsored. The first was 
in January 24, 19,40, followed by others 
on March 6, 1941; February 2,6, 1942; 
March 12, 19413; Fe bruary ,2.5 , 1944; 
February 22, 1945; and F~bruary 9,, 
1946. In additi-on to these there• were 
several other special even ts fe a tured, 
including their Be,ebas, held November 
14, 1941; May 22, 1942; N ovem ber 13, 
1942; a Junio,r Party on December 11. 
1942; Novembei: 12, 1943; Augus,t 11, 
1944; June 7, 1945; and o-f course, the 
one held in connection with the Con­
vention on August 23, 1946 . 

"Th e last two pages- we,re taken up 
wi1th signatures o·f the meirnbers, which 
included many friends• we have known 
for years. It was a splendid tribute, 
and one v,hkh we very much apprec­
iated. The citation and accompany­
ing material were bound in beautiful 
hand-tooled leather, lined with sill,, 
mak.ing a permanent souvenir which 
will always be cherished." 

H. L. Lindquist 

NEW ISSUES 

This 3 zL plus 7 zl. was issuell July 
21, 19•46,. to commemo,rate the Mari­
time holiday of 1946. The surtax was 
for the benefit of the Maritime, League. 
160,000 sheets were printed of fifty 
s,tamps each. 'l'he design shows a map 
with t he co11Jstline of the Baltic S'ea. 

The 3 zl. sho,wing Pres ident Bole­
,slaw Bierut, Prime Minis,ter Edward 
Osobka-Morawski, and M1ars•:1 al Rola­
Zymirski, went on sale on July 22, to 
remain on sale until Augus,t 22, 1946. 
It was, printed in sheets of 50 stamps, 
and 280,000 sheets were printed. 

Two mo,re valu es were a~ded to the 
Airmail s,e t, a 15 zl. blue and a 25 zl. 
g,reen. 

Shown here is an imperf block of 
four, of a new commemorative sho-.1.·­
ing the ruins of a castle in the c '. ty iJf 
Bedzin. The color is gray and black, 
the value 5 zl., a nd the first day of i~­
sue, September 2, 1946. 

A new 3 zl. plus 12. zl. Gd,ansk CJm­
memorative has appeared. It w11Js is­
sued in tribute to the de,2eas2d p~stal 
employe.es, of the city of Gdan,sk. 

~Reprinted with permission from 
SITAMIPS. 



A LETTER FROM A SOLDIER 
IN GERMANY 

Da,rmstadt,. Germany 

Polonu s Phi la t elic Society 

D ear Members 
Ju s't a li n e or t wo in one of my spa 1·e 

mom ents wh ile a t a Q,M sohool in the 
southern p a r t of Germany, as t h e r e 
are tw"o points l'd like to ca ll atten­
tion to t h ose who m ay be inte,·ested 
in them. 

Fir~t of a ll I'cl lil<e to mention that 
in thi s loca l ity th e r e is a large Dis ­
placecl Pe1·sons Camp of some 2000 
people, entire families perhaps, and 
a bout 90 % Poles. N atura lly, bein g of 
Po li s h d escen t, I spend a good d eal of 
m y spare t ime a t this place, in hope 
of pic•ldn g up a f e,w it ems tha t m ay b e 
a d ded to m y colle ction , or such in for ­
m ation a s m a y be h elpful to, co llectors 
back hom e. As yet I h a v en' t come 
ac r oss any r eal philatelis'ts in th e 
crowd. as condi tion s did not a llow 
t h em ti me to even th ink of su,ch a 
ho bb :t. as s u rvival of l ife in th e pas t 
s '. x y ea rs · ha d bee n more important. 
H ow ever this d oe.s not d iscourage my 
pu 1 lic izhg c ur o wn Po!onus, club a ncl 
our hobby-ar d wheneve r th e occas,ion 
wa r ran ts . I s how a copy of ou,r BUL­
LETIN • round. in ho1)es of recruiting 
a nd r ekindli ng t h e sp irit o-f collec ting. 

Th e f:r s t reaction of these Poles is 
to co·,, m ent on t h e _lack of th e "crown" 
on the Poli s'1 E J gle, and the cr y of 
"C ommun' s t" is hear d and the qu es­
tion a, t o w h a t ki r: d of P o,les are w e, 
back th ere seems to cap ture t he lime ­
lig ht--wh ic,h a t tim es• has m e f eelin g 
as thou g·h I w1s a "Red" m yself. 

One of the mo re interested p a r ti es, 
has been I-i nd e n ou gh to gi ve m e a 
picture of the tru e Poli sh "stand,a rd " 
as it is tod ay, a nd I'm send'ing this 
along. so that if interest is keen e•­
nou gh an d our m ist a kes, r ectified ,. w e 
n o lon ger will be c r iticised on this 
s u b.i ect. 

N e xt p ~int I w oul d like to br'ng up 
is t. >, e art ic le in th e B ULIJET'.IN of 
July- A ug us t 19 46, with reference to 
t h e 10 p lus 10 z lo t y Occu pation is-sue 
of Ge1'.m a n-Pola nd which is apt to 
cause a bit of specu la tion on the part 
of collectors n ot posses&ing th is is­
s u e . '\Vh ile it m ay be fair ly scarce 
back in the S t ates, I h ave it from a 
g ood a u thority, that there are from 
75,0 00 to 150,00 0, (if not more ) in t h e 
hand s of a dealer in S-ilesia , which 
when r e leased, would caus-e a dro,J 

such a s seen as a r es ult of rJ oo 1-'n :; 
the m ark e t with the on e an d two mil­
l io n n1ark issue n o t so lo -:1g ~go. lVIy 
fr iend h ad bee n try i r,g to buy the en­
tire lot of t h ese s tamps from thi~ 
dealer, but th e expor t o,f sta mp s from 
country to country in la r ge qu a ntiti.es 
is rigid ly controll 8d to avo id s pecula­
tion Rnd bl ack-marke t a ctivities. 

Incid ent a lly, for th e info rm ation o f 
those wl10 w ere led to belie ve t hat 
the one a nd two million m ar l, infla ­
tion issu e,s did c ome from No rway ,rn 
stated when thes e sta m ps first ap ­
peared ba c k hom e the story is tha t 
w hen the Germ a n s first occ upied Po­
la nd , the p lates from these, were seized 
a nd the stamps' \\·ere thl',S " r eprinted" 
in larc·e quantities and circu lated thru­
out Europe. They were in trodu ced in­
to the U. S . A. by a N ew York dealer, 
Jvrr . .. . . .... , who purchased qu ite a 
number of th ese f,rom a f ri end of mine 
in Berlin . a s w ell as s,ome of the other 
issu es tha t w ere sold at su ch high 
price.s. 

H ere's hoping some of thi,s in form a ­
tion may be u s'eful to some of th ·3 
mem bers . 

S'incerel.v, 

Corp. Larry C. Zieler 

MINUTES of the Board of D·irectors 
Meetin g He ld Octobe r 9, 1946, at 1530 
N. Darnen Ave., Chicago, Ml. 

Th e m eeting of the Bo1,r d of Direc ­
tors w as called to order by the P r e,si­
dent, D r . Uzn a n ski , at 9: 20 p .m., with 
the fo llowing present: Dr. Uzna nski. 
1\1,r. Klosk,owski , M r . R eeves, Mr. Do­
mar, J\;ir. Rux, Mr. Reinowski , Mr. 
S teczynski. M r . Kucharz , Mr. a n d Mrs. 
K a tz. a nd M r. Mikucki. 

O n e of the fi rnt. things on the agenda 
was the sales circu:t. Th ere w a s a di :;·­
cussion in wh ich most of t h e present 
m em b ers took part. A d·ec: sio n was 
made wher e-1s a printed sheet of the 
,sta m 1) s of P r la nd fo r sale,. wou ld be 
in cluded in t he m ·i i ' i -g of the BUL­
LETIN. This list would be improv ed 
to permit als'O othe1· cou ntr ies l· e·n , · 
on the offer. This· was m a d e into a 
motion by Mr. Steczynski an d seco ~cl­
ecl by Mr. A. K lo,skowski. 

The m at t e r of Ch ipex wa s ]era.ugh t·. 

up. Th e Boa rd of Directors is in favo,· 
of cooper a ting but th e del egat es were 
ins·tru c t 0 cl n ot to m a ke an y fin a n cia l 
commitme,nts in u nd er,s'gning the 
s h 'OW. 



The ques,tion of the Beeba during 
International PMlatelic Week will be 
discussed at the next regular meet­
ing. 

The Board of DLrectoni decided to 
have a Publication CommiHee, which 
will be selected at the next yearly 
e1ection. 1-\._ suggestion was 1nade to 
have pic lures of each indi vidual mem­
ber to appear in the different issues 
of the BULLETIN. 

A discussion was, held to improve 
our meetings. The administration will 
try to streamline the meetings. 

The question of a phila telic home 
at , the present time is not advisable 
drue to the financial situation of the 
Society, and instability of real estate. 
This was made in .o a m otion ty :\1r . 
Rux, and seconded by Mr. Klos'kowsl<i . 

The meeting was adjourned at 11: 5 J 
p.m. upon a motion made by M,r . Klos­
kowski and seo onded by Mr. Rux. 

C. J. Mikucki, Secretary 

HO! HUM! 

by Clement A. Pu la ski 

S ome of t h e letters now coming in 
from Pola:·:d, are from corresp :1 nden ts 
with whom contact vvas s eveTed seven 
long y ea1 s ago. One is ge :-: uinely 
thrilled with t he infre qu ent a rri val of 
messages star ting : "I survived the 
war . . the latest one comes, from Fran­
ciszek Koprowski, publisher, editor, 
writer. Mr. Koprowski will be re­
membered by many as the publisher 
of "LACZNIK FILAT!ELIS!TYCZNY" 
a popular pre-war monthly. A w,w 
publication is in the immediate offing . 
His address is: ul. Ma tej!k i 1, ,Slawno, 
Poland. 

* * * 

Philatelic societies are beginning to 
resume their functions throughout Po­
land. No douibt there are many such 
revived activities, but definite men­
tion can now be made of societie,s in 
Katowice, Krakow, and W ars,zawa. 
Those desiring membership informa­
tion should write to your associate 
editor. 

* * * 

Newly issued commemorative s tamps 
are arriving with prices fanta stically 
high. In this connection, conditions ap­
pear to be chaotic. An effort was made 

to lift the curtain of mystery by di­
recting num erous inquiries to reliable 
correspondents, requ esting a clarifica­
tion for w hat seems to be a n unreal 
sta te of a ffairs. The replies are almost 
identical. It is poin,eJ out that most 
commemo r, ti ves and s e·n< -postals are 
withdrawn from circulation in about 
two weeks af t er the first day of sale. 
But within th :1 t peri od, other obstacles 
p r event normal purchases. Reports 
further reveal that d espite the sho r t 
posta l life of such issues, the stamps 
are sold only in the larger ci ties, and 
not more than a single copy per p er­
son. Sometimes one is compelled to 
stand in a waiting lin e a full day be­
fore a single stamp can be purchased 
at the face amount. After v,ithdrawal 
the stamps can be purchased at the 
Central Phi1atelic Bureau in Warsaw, 
but (here is the rub) many tim es over 
face is, charged. Anyhow- so they say. 
HO! HUM! 

BEG YOUR PARDON 

In the S eptember BULLETIN page 
3 co lu.inn 2, we erroneous'1y r efer to 
Mr. Stephen G. Rich as being a "deal­
er. " Mr. Stephen G. Rich is not a 
dealer, and we humbly apologize for 
printing this statement. 

NEW MEMBERS 

300 Fritz Billig, 168 -39 Highland Av., 
Jamaica 3, N. Y. (Poland) 

301 Walter G. Strait, Fox River 
Grove, Illinois (Early U. S. and 
Poland) 

30'7 Stanley Buch, 5958 Wrightwood 
Ave. , Chicag·,o 39, Jllinois (Poland 
& U. S.) 

Can anyone su pply us· with infor­
mation about Polish Precan ceJs? 

'\,Ve need more articles on Polish 
philately for future publica tion. If 
you h ave studiE:d some phase of Po­
land collecting we invite you to send 
in your write-up. There are many 
phases which we h ave not y et cover ed, 
and your article,. if it be long or short, 
is probably exactly what we want. 
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