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Poland's Souvenir Sheets in Review 

WARSZAWA 

1928 

. . ................ : ....... . ....... .. ·, ; ............. ..... : .. 

Type A-49 , 1928 
SHEET KNOWN AS: First Warsaw 
PERF.: 12½ 
PAPER: Special white wove pa per 

furnished by the Austrian National 
B a nk Paper Inc. , Vienna, Austria­
engraved, full gum. 

FIRIST 'DAY: May 3, 1928. Demonet-
ized August 1,. 192.8 • 

NUM•BER OF STAMPS ON SHEET: 2 
PURPOSE: In conjunction with the 

W a r saw Philatelic Exhibition , M ay 
3-1 3, 19128 

DEJSIGN TAKiEN FROM: Portraits of 
Mal'shal Josef Pilsudski and Presi­
dent Ignatz Moscicki. 

ENGRJAVEJD BY: Ferdi n and Schirn­
bocks 

DES1IG!NED BY: Prof. Z . Kaminsld 
PR·LNTE·D AT: Government Printing 

Office 
SJ-'IKET OR MARGIN INSCRIPTIONS 

}: one. (tab between stamps reads) 
"W ARSZA WA/119,28" 

NUMBER ISISUEID: 26',020, finst print­
ing· 20 000, second printing 6,020 

CANC03;LLATION1S: Three circles; in 
first cir,cle "W1szechpolska vVystawa 
F'ilatelistyczna " 1912.8 at b·ottom; sec­
ond circle-"Warszrwa "; third circle, 
horizon ta! lines broken by straight 
line g iving date "10 V 28 N" (date 

Reprinted with permission of the S. P. A. JOURNAL. 



the smaller lot went on sale) . There 
was a lso a special red can cellation 
fu!· air mail fligh t. 

NOTE: Each s heet sold with ticket of 
a dmi fsio n to t h e show. F irst print­
in;: c le ::rn cut perforations and clear 
darl, impression, second printing 
pErforations 2.:r e rough a nd printing 
is som ewhat lighter and smudgy. 

NOTE: There is a kn own fak e or 
counterfeit of thi s s heet 'ss,ued in 
1938. Color is black instead of bla,ck 
bro,wn, stamps are la rger, perfora­
tions a r e c lear cut. It is a photo­
r·l,c m ica! product and crude when 
comr aTed with the engraved original 

Type A-80a, 80'b, 80c, 1937 
.SHEIE)T KNOWlN AS.: King Carol's 

visit 
P ,ERF.: 121/2 x 13 
PA•BER: Unwatermarked, engTaved, 

full gum. 
FIRST DAY: September 1,. 1937, las t 

da y of s·ale -Sept. 30, 1937, demonet­
ized January 31, 1938 

N U MBER OF STAMBS ON SHEET: 
4-three sheets 

PURPOSE: To commemorate the visit 
of King CaroI of Roumania to P o ­
land June 2·6th to July 1st, 1937. 

DE:SIG'NER: (25g) .S. Chr ost owski 
ENGRAVER: M. R. Polak 
DES1IGNER: (50g) Prof. Z. K aminski 
ENG.R!A VIDR: Ferdinand Schirnibock s 
DESIGNER: (lz) Prof . Z. Kaminski 
ENG RA VER: Ferdinand Schirnbocks 
DES1IGNS TA~E'N FROM: Portrait of 

M a rshal Smigly-Rydz, Marshal Pil­
sudski, and President I. Moscicki 

PRJNTED BY: PWP'W (Polska Wyt­
wornia Papierow W artsc:owych 
( transla ted P olish Printing Works of 
Valuable Papers) 

S'HEET OR MARGIN INSCR.ll'TIONS 
"26 VI, 1-VII 1937'• arms of P oland 
a.nd Roumania 

NUMBER l'S'SUED: 105,500 sets 
CANCELLA'I\ION:S: These sheets are 

found with a special Twenty -fi rst 
International Anti-Alcoholic Cong ­
ress cancellation h eld a t vVarsaw 
September 1:2-17, 19.37. The c;wcella·­
tion consis•ts of the inscription "XXI 
Miedzynarodowy Kongres Przeciw 
Alkoholowy, 1.2-17, IX, 19·3'7," a nd 
the regular "Warszawa 1" cfrc ular 
cancellation dated S ept. 12, 1937. 

Type SP-3, 1938 
SHE,E'l' K N OWN AS: .Second W ,a rsaw 
PERF.: 12 and imperf. 
PAPER: Unwatermank:ed, engraved, 

full gum 

FIRST DAY: May 3, 1938. Demonet­
ized Februa r y 28, 1939. 

KUMBER OF S TAMPS ON SHEET : 
4, two s-heets 

PURPOS,E: To commemorate t he War­
saw Phi latelic Exposit., May 3 to 8, 
1938. May 3rd is ce l·ebrated as a na­
tional holiday or ' 'Constitution" day. 

DESlfGN T,AKEN FROM: An 1800 
stage coach and ways ide Inn. 

ENGRAVER: vV. L. Vacek 
DE'~-GNED BY: W. Voratyn ski 
PRIN'T'E 1D AT: S'tate P rinting Office 
SHEET OR MIARGIN INSCRIPTIONS 

(Top) "Ogoln opolski /V y\Tystawa 
Filatelistycnza." (Bottom) "Warsz­
awa" a nd year "19,18." 

NUMBER ISISUEID: 100,00 0 
CANCELLA'TJiONIS : Circular can ·: el, 

OGOLNOPO·LSKA (top) ('below) air 
plane followed by straight line with 
city "W arsa,w" and date "3-5-1•93·8" 
(Below) buiJ.dings, ( bottom of circle) 
W 1Y1STAWA F1ILATEtLISTYCNZA. 
Second ca ncel has no outline---,OG­
OLNIOPOI.JSKA at top1 seal, post 
horn in cent er, and Wystawa Fila­
telistycnza at bottom. 

NOTE: Sold in connection with ad­
mission to the Exhibition . 

Type SP-4, 1938 
SHEET KNOWN AS: S tratosphere 
PERF.: 12 ½ 
PAPER: Fine wove, unwatermarked 

white paper, by photogravure, full 
gum 

FIRST DAY: September 15, 1938. De­
mon etized Fe-bruary 28, 1939 

NlJM,BER OF' STAJMPS ON SHEIET : 1 
BU1RJPOSE: 'l'o commemorate a nd 

raise fund s· for the stratosphere 
f'1ig ht. 

DESIGN T'AKEIN FROM: A picture 
•showing a b a lloon above snow cap­
ped mounta ins. 

EJNGIRA VED BY: L . So-winski 
DESiIGNE-D BY: W. L . Vacek 
PR:INTED AT : Polish Governme nt 

Prin'ting Office. 
S'HEET OR MARGIN INSCRIPTIONS 

(left) ''First Polish Flight to th e 
.Stratosphere'• (right ) "Ch ocholowska 
Valley September 1938" (lower right 
corner ) Price 2 Zloty 

NUMBER :LSSUIDD: 65,000 
CAN CELL,\ T·EON: A special cancel­

lation w as ap,p lied at Za kopa ne. It 
consisted of a n ou tline of the moun­
tain peaks at Chocholowska Valley 
with the i nscrip tion "I Polski Lot 
,Stratosferyczny, Za kopane, Dolina 
Chocholowski." To the right appear­
ed the regular "Zakopane 1" circu-



Jar cancellation dated September 2'1, 
1988. 

NO'IIE: Balloon never as.cended; bag 
exploded on October 14, 1938, when 
it vas being filled for the trip. 

Type A-96, 1938 
SHEET KNOWN AS,: 2'0th anniver­

sary 
PERF. : 12¼ 
PAPER: Hard wo.ve, unwatermarked 

white paper, full gum, engraved 
FIRJST DAY: November 11, 19"38. Went 

out of circulation with the outbreak 
of the war in September, 1939. 

NUMBER OF 8'TAMPS ON SHEiElT: -l 
PURPOSE: To commemorate the 20th 

anniversary of the Polish RepubUc, 
which began on November 11, 1918 

DES[GN1S TA!KE:N FROM: Portraits 
of Marshal Pilsudski, J. Narutowicz, 
President I. Mosdcki, and Marshal 
Smigly-Rydz. 

DESIGNED BY: W. Voratynski 
ENGRA VERJS: (Pilsudski) M . R. Pol­

ak; (Natutowicz) M. Dutczynski: 
(Moscicki) J. Piwczyk; (Smigly­
Rydz) vV. L. Vacek 

PRINTED AT: Polish Government 
Printing Office, Warsaw. 

SHJillDT OR MARGIN INSC'.RLPTIONS 
(top) "XX" over bundle of leaves 
"Rocznica/Odzyskania Niepodleglos­
ci" (translatedr-20th Anniversary of 

Regaining Independency" (bo.ttom) 
"1918 11 XI 19•3,8" 

NUMBER ISIS1U:EID: 500,000 sheets 
CANCE)LLATION: A special ,2.0th an­

niversary cancellation was ap.pl!ed at 
the Warsaw Main postoffice. It con­
sisted of a wreath around the large 
roman numerals 'XX' with the dates 
"19·28-19-38" at the bottom. To· the 
right of this appeared the regular • 
"Warszawa 1" circular cancellation 
dated November 11, 1938. 

Type SP-6, 1939 
SH:IDIDT KNOWIN A!S: 215th anniver­

sary of the Legion 
PERF.: 12½ 
PAPER: Unwatermarked, engraved, 

full gum 
FIRST DAY: August 6, 1939. Went 

out of circulation with the outbreak 
of the war in Septem)?er; 19,3,9. 

NUMiBER OF STIA.MPS ON SHEIEJ,T: 3 
PUR>P:08E: To commemorate the 25th 

anniversary of the entrance of the 
Polish Legion into World War I 

DE/SFGN TAKElN FROM: Picture of 
Legionaires passing the statue of 
Mars,hal Pilsudski; lower left Mar­
shal Pilsud,ski, lower right Marshal 
Smi>gly-Rydz. 

ENGRAVER: (Legion) J. Piwczyk 
DESLGNER: W. Voratynski 
(Cont. bottom second col., last page) 
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DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM, 1820 

OOUN'TY CAPITAL DIS'TRJCTS 
1} iKrakowskie Kielce 

2) iSandomirskie Radom 

3) Ka!iskie Kalisz 

4) Lubelskie Luiblin 

5) Plockie Plock 

Kielce 
Stobnica 
Miechow 
0-lkusz 
Sandomir 
Opa,tow 
Oldom 
Opoczno 
Kalisz 
Konin 
Sieradz 
vVielun 
Piortko,w 
Lublin 

Krasny,s taw 
Hrubieszow 
Zam·osc 

Lipno 
Mlawa 
Ostroleka 
Prasnysz 
Pultusk 
J>lock 

6) Mazowiecl<ie Warszawa Warszawa 

7) Podlaskie Siedlec 

Stanislawow 
Rawa 
,S-ochaczew 
Leczy.ca 
Gostyn 
Kuiawy 

,SiiedJec 
Biala 
Lukow 
Radzyn 

8) Augustowskie Suwalki Lomza 
Augustow 
Seyny 
Kalwary;a 
Mariampol 

The map plate illustrated on the pre­
ceding pa•ge is by courtesy of member 
Fritz Billig. The map and the above 
chart were previously pnblished in 
BILLIG'•S HANDBOOK .VOL. VI, to­
gether with a listing of Polish townE. 

BEEBA AGAIN 

In connection with Internationa l 
Bhilatelic Week, Polo-nus put on an­
other Beeba this year, Novem,ber 8,. at 
the clubroom, 1062 N. Ashland Ave. 

While some o.f us thought that we 
could not' draw a crowd after our 
1'arge A. P. S.-C. P . S. Beeba, the club­
room p.roved to be inadequate for the 
large crowd that attended. About 70 
guests and 40 members registered, but 
as soon as the festivities began there 
was no time for further registering. 

You simply couldn't move. 
There was plenty tQ eat. Among the 

many that donated foods were Dr. 
Kozakiewicz's wife who cooked an 
enormous allliOunt of tasty "pirogi" 
(dumplings) with cabbage and cheese, 
and member Geo1rge Kunzmann's wife 
who made plenty of fresh Polish sau -
sage. Mrs. Kolaczewski took charge uf 
the kitchen force which consisted of 
Mrs. Katz, Mrs. Rybarski, Mrs. Mikuc­
ki, and J ack Damar. 

Among the guests were S. P . A. Di­
rector Al Diamond, S . P . A. Journal 
Editor J . E. Zinsmeister and wife, 
Pree. Club PII'es. J. Unseidig, Chicago 
Women's Stamp Club Vice-Pres. Miss 
Blodgett, The Roosevelt Gad Abouts, 
Mr. Van Reeth, Mr. & Mrs. Edmunds 
of the Austin Olub, Mr. GustaJson o-f 
the Hawthorne Club, Mr. Zap of Mil­
waukee, Mr. Parsons,. Mr. Art Stalla 
of South Chicag,o Stamp Club, M r . 
Hayne of Ogden Hills, Miss E 1lsa Kock 
and Miss Helen Cunningham. 

IN MEMORIAM 

'\V'e have been informed by Rev. 
Marion J. vVeron #188, that member 
Rev. Gerard Wieprecht was called.• 
from his earthly duties on Oct. 10, 
1946. 

Father Wieprecht was 41 years old 
and at the time of his death, which 
apparently came suddernJy, the Rev. 
Director of the Mission Band at the 
Mission House at ffillicott City, Md. 

In a ddition to being a member of 
Polonus since April 2,7, 19416, h e was 
also a member of the S . P . A. # ,10•677. 

Our sincerest s,ympathies to Rev . 
Marion, Rev. J erome and to the Mis­
sion Band upon the Joss of such a dea r 
friend. 

NEW MEMBERS 
308 Dr. Witold Lang rod, Lido Beach 

Hotel, Long Beach L . I., N. Y. 
(Poland & General) 

309· Anthony A. Banasiak, 2610 We•,t 
23rd St., Chicago 8, Hl. 
(United S-tates) 

310 Matthew J. Huss, P. 0. Box n93, 
Evanston, Ill. 
(Covers, Poland New Issues) 

CHANGES 'OF ADDRESS 
J. J. Poznansld, 3333 Farnsrworth 
Detroit, Mich. 

.Stephen Ostrowski 
1735 E. Grand Blvd. 
Detroit, Mich. 



A POLISH CURIOSITY 
by Bert Powell 

Polonus, now in its seventh year of 
existence, and in spite of war condi ­
tions, h as ear l' ed a n intern at io7! a l rep­
uta ti on in its, va rio " s endeavors of 
popularizing and expertizing the 
stamps of Poland. The learned studi es 
on the much deh a ted Krakow Issues 
by two of its m em·bers. fo r examp1le. 
has not only e , ploded many myths on 
supposedly gen uin e cop:es of these 
stamps. but has a lso had the effect 
of stabilizing the m a,rket on thes e 
stam-ps considerably. Yes-members 
'\:Volosowick and Gapinski of Polonus 
have produced studies which O(luld he 
V€•ry worthy candidates fo r the Cr aw ­
ford Meda l and if such an a w ard were 
made, it would be entirely justified in 
r ecog nition of this ex cellent piece of 
r es·earch b y these two members. 

The reader should not, however, re­
ceive · the impression that the Krakow 
issues a r e the only ones which medt 
the attenUon of the experts in this 
specialist socie ty. On the contrary .. . 
there is many a ·label, let a lone• a 
sta'Ilp which is· r eferred for attention. 
It i-s the p u rpose of this a nticle to dea l 
with such a label. just to give the 
r eader a clear conception of the type 
of item that is sometimes r ef ?rred to 
the s·ociety for study a nd at t ention. 

Th e spurious stranger is· illustrated 
ahove. It seems to have m ade its de­
but sometime in 1921. It is a n attract­
ive typographed label measuring 212x34 
mn, s .. is pe-fora t ed 11½ , and is p rinted 
on white wove unwaterrria.rk~d pape~· 
of a good quality. The gum is clea r , 
white a nd smooth. The lab el is quite 
attractively design ed and i ts fin ished 
appearance together with the w ord,s 
"Polska Poczta" (Polish P,pstage) 
would almost immediately lead the un­
w ary to believe that this la:bel is a n 

*Reprinted with permission from the 
S. P. A. JOURNAL. 

officia l emission and not subject to 
question. The adddtional wording "Pro 
Juventute" and the indica tion of the 
extra charge would further indicate 
that. this wa s a charity stam-p of s:ime 
typ e. Exactly contra· y-i,s brue! It is 
a bogus label of the ranlrnst sort! 

The iss ua nce of this label is s hroud­
ed in complete mystery but referenci, 
is made to it in a t least two standard 
cata logs. 'l'he g.reat Polish handbook, 
Ikaros of which about a d czen and 
one-ha,lf copies exis t in this country; 
scathingly refers to the mysterious 
stranger as· a joke or fantasy. The 1936 
edition of Gibbons, in more stayed 
language in the upper portion of the 
second column of page 878 condemns 
the item as a bogus production. 

While these two unim-peachable 
sources clearly label the emission in 
unmista,kable language as a fake is­
su'ed; yet the story seems to be only 
half told. Some of the answers which 
we wou.J.cl like to know are: 

1. What individual(s) issued these 
la,be ls? 

2. For what purpose? To defraud? 
As a joke? If the la tter~why? 

3, Were the perpet,rators ever ap­
prehended? Whe•re, when . and how? 

Then too, there is al-ways the th eory, 
entirely unsupported but still in the 
realm of possibility, that these labels 
ma y have been is.sued as a sample of 
some sort. S'ince they seem to have 
appeared in 1921, it is known that dur­
ing that period, Poland was not yet 
comp.letely equipped with mod ern ma­
chinery for the production of postal 
paper. Is it not possible therefore, that 
in his anxiety to sell the Polish Gov ­
ernment modern equipment, some en­
terprisin g m a nufacturer had these la­
bels made as• an example of what his 
product could do? F a nciful? ·well yes 
-but 'remember the Poached Egg of a 
few years agio? 

STAMPS FIFTEENTH 
ANNIVERSARY 

Harry Lindquist',s STAMPS ma·ga­
zine is fifteen yea rs old . The 15th an­
niversary num,ber made its appearance 
in ]),rand new dress ... a red cover of a 
new and exceedingly co1orful format, 
Polonus wishes, aH the bes•t to Harry 
LincLqui st and hopes that STAMP S 
will continue for many years to come, 
AJbout Harry, .. it ha.is been truly sai<l; 
"If it's for the GOOD of PhilatelJ•­
Harry Lindquist is for it!" 

A s is natural, a good portion of t te 

columns of the anniversary issue are 



given over to tributes to those organ­
izations and persons which h ave made 
STAJMP1S •so out, tandingly successful 
during its existence. Our ·readers wil I 
be ghd to kniow that Harry pays p a r­
ticular tribute to Polonus a mon g the 
Sp~,, ·alist societies an d also mentions 
the- name of Bert Powe ll among· th e 
many writers who h a v e pu121isihed a r­
ticies in the columns of STAMPS dur­
i;ig 1 he pa,st 15 years. 

• The warm spirit of co-·operati<on ex­
isting between STA,MPS and Polonus 
was amply attested to, at our las t 
Beeba when Ha-rry was presented with 
the beautifully hand drawn and illum­
inated scroll given him on that occas­
sion. 

Bert Powell 

LODZ (LITZMANNSTADT) 
GHETTO ISSUE 

The design of the stamp shows sym · 
bols of industry, and the Star of Dav­
id in the upper right corner. At the 
left is the likeness of the leader of 
the Ghetto-Rumkowski. (Cut courtesy 
STAMPS). 

Complete data is lacking on this is­
sue. According to S'TAM.P,S from in­
formation furnished by the F-L .Stamp 
Co., this· set was issued erurly in 1944 
on order of the Nazis who are said to 
have required separate money and 
stamp.s for Jews. to avoid contact with 
Aryan peoples. 

T adeusz Gryzew,ski's KATAJJOG 
Z NACZKOW POCZTOWYCH POLS­
KICH info-rms us that upon the or­
ganization of the Ghetto at Lodz , a 
postoffice was fo r mej to handle mail 
within the Je,wish quarte r, and Ger­
man stamps were then used. Accord­
ing to an unconfi,rmed report, these 
Judenpost stamps were to have been 
issued at the end of 1941. Again, ac­
cording to another unconfirmed .report, 
they w ere to be issued in 19 44. with 
the consent of the German autho-rities 
However, they never r eached chcula­
tion as the Ghetto was suddenl y dis­
banded. 

The stamps are lithographed, un­
gummed, and perforated 11¾,. 

5 pf. da,rk blue , on thin p aper 
a. dark hlue, on thick gray paper 
b. brown, on g lossy photogra phic pa p er 
c. -light L·rown, on g· lo-ssy photo­

graphic paper 

HO! HUM! 
by Clement A. Pulaski 

Had a most enj oy 1ble visit with 
member Ray Bart ·. Unfo c· tc:nate,ly 
travel arrangem ents al low ed for only 
very brief philate lic ch att er. But 
there was sufficient time for a peek 
into Ha y's s tock boolrn , which revealed 
a surpri singly la ·rge stock of "every­
thing Polish" and an ex cellent accum­
ulation of United State,s posta l issues. 
Ray admits modestly that his dea let· 
activities are steadily expa nding and 
s a les are increasing sharply. R ay is 
a jovial fell.ow with a p leasing per ·­
eonality. 

Some o-f our compatriots from Po­
land have voiced disapp r oval o t: thi s­
column. May they be assured of our 
sympathetic understa ndin g t hat too 
n1an y years of subjugati9n an d iregi­
mentation is the direct cause for t heir 
blurry views. E ere in America, t h e 
gTandest of the grand, we cherish the 
freedo m of expre,ss.ion, whet'her it be 
oral or in print. HO! HUM! 

POLPEX 1947 AUCTION 
Ma t er:al fo r POLPEX 1947 At,ctlo•1 

is need ed. Send stamps , cavern to Auc­
t ion Cha irman C . .J. Mik u ck\ , 18144 ~­
Winchester Ave., Chicago 2.2, Ill. May­
b e you can add something to it. Aue­
t·on will b e held February 15, 1947, at 
the POLPEX show, P . R. C. U. Mus­
ec m, 984 Milwaukee Ave. A 'list of t ~•c, 
auction lots win be published in the, 
January issue of the BULLET1IN. 

ENGRAVER: (Pilsudsld) 
D IDS'!GNER: Unknown 
EJNGRAV'ED: (S.-R.) M. R. Polak 
DEJSIGNER: S. Ch rosto,w.ski 
PRINTE'D AT: P. W . P. W . 
SHEET OR MARGIN INSCRIPTIONS 

"XXV" / "Rocznica / Wymarszu Ku 
,Volnosci" (bottom) ''191'4 6. vl(I 
19 39 / Nadplata 1 Zt. na Fon." 

CANCELLA'TlONIS : Specia l cancel'.a­
tions were a pplied at the Krakow 
1 post office. A Polish eagle a bove 
a s h ield crossed with a sword a :1d 
the in scription "1914- 6, VUI-19nO ," 
at the left side "Polska Na Szla k u J 
Pilsu dskiegu," and a t the right sHe 
"Krnk ow 1, 6-vru; 193·9 r." 

NOTE: Excess devoted to fun·ds fur 
national defense. 
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