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Polish Settlement Post m Italy 
In 1945 large numbers of P olish R ef­

ugees streamed in to Ita I y followin g 
their liberation from N a zi concentra ­
tion camps and compulsory labor bat­
talions. With th e c oopera ti on of Ma jor 
General vVladyslaw Anders, C omma nd­
er in Chi ef of the Polish 2nd Corps in 
Italy and the assista nce of the soldie r s 
under his comman d, two s el f- g overn­
ing centers wer e es tablished for the-- 1e 
refugees n E;ar t he Adriatic coas t set­
tlemnts of Barletta and Trani. 

From their inception a prominen t 
role in organizing and supporting ,va s 
played by War Relief Services-N. C. 
W. C. , a spcial agency established by 
the American Hierarchy to a s sist the 
people of all wa r- torn countries. Thru 
the initiative and zeal of the Mos t 
Reverend Joseph Gawlina, Military Or­
dinary of the Polish Armed F orces , 
who, in a visit t o the United States in 
1943, personally brought to the atten­
tion of the Am erican Bishops the pe­
culiar and hear t- r ending circum,stan­
ces of his stricken p eople, a special 
.branch of 1~7ar Relief Services was ot-

-This article is taken from an official 
folder printed in Poli,sh, English, 
French,. and Italian by the War Relief 
Services-National Catholic W elfare 
Conference describing the Barletta­
Trani Issues. T·h e Chairman of the N. 
C. vV. C. is His Eminence Cardinal 
Stritch of Chicago. 

The fold er and p h otostatic copies of 
official letters was loaned to P olonus 
by the Penny Black Stamp Co. 

The design represents the Cross-\/ir­
tuti Militari-Poland's highest military 
decoration. Under the Cross are musi­
cal notes and a strophe of the Polish 
National Anthem: "Poland is not lost 
whilst s,till we live." (Cu t courtesy 
PHILATE!LY) 

g anized to assist the Poles during and 
afte r the war. 

Under the guidance of Reverend Fa­
ther Aloysius Wycislo, Field Director 
of War Relief Services~Polish Section, 
center s have b een es t a blished in E g ­
ypt, P a lestine, S yria, En gland, Africa, 
India , Iran, and Mexico. 

In December 1945, the Polish Sec. 



' 

tion of War Relief Services in Italy, 
underwrote the issuance of the new 
series of stamp$ contained in this 
booklet. Their purpose is to commem­
orate the organization of a large Po ­
lish colony in Italy. 

Any funds derived from the sale of 
these ,stamps was to be used to assist 
Polish Refugees. 

The first stamp of the series, a 1 
lire l!ght blue, represents the Cross­
Virtui Militari-Poland's Highest mili­
tary decoraticn. Under the Cro.ss ar'l 
musical notes and a strophe of the 
Polish Nat ional Anthem: "Poland is 
not lost whilst still we live." 

The second stamp, a 3 lire red, de ­
picts a gunner of Gen. Dabrowski's 
Legion of 1797 and a Polish soldier of 
World War II. In the background is 
a map of Poland with the inscription: 
"From the land of Italy to Poland." 

The third stamp, a 5 lire violet , por­
trays a Polish soldier of the 2nd Corps 
In Ita ly protecting refugees of his 
homeland. In the upper right hand 
corner may be found the ,symbol of 
vVar Relief .Services-national Ca th­
olic Welfare Conference. 

The fourth stamp,. a 10 lire green, 
outlines a map of Italy. Poland's em­
blem, the White Eagle, indicates the 
location of the Polish settlements of 
Ba,rletta and Trani. In the left hand 
corner may be seen the em,b.Jem of 
the 2nd Polish Corps and a shield 
with a cross, the emblem of the Eng­
li sh S•th Army. 

This series was designed by Margit 
Kozielkiewicz. 

T·o date the Barletta-'Trani issues 
have acquired an airmail value, three 
souvenir sheets, a new series augment­
ed with five "centow" denominations 
including two bi-colors of a new de­
sign: 15 cents olive ,brown in the music 
and medal design; 30 cents green and 
brown and 60 cents red brown and 
olive green in the new design of a be­
jewelled Madonna between kneeling 
angels; 50 cents gray black in the de­
sign showing an old grenadier and a 
modern soldier against· a map of Po­
land; and 80 cents dull violet in the 
map of Italy and coat of arms designs. 

Now this same set appears over­
.printed in red in honor of the late 
Franklin D . Roosevelt and the Four 
Freedoms. The words "Honor the Four 
Freedoms'' appear in E ,nglish or French 
or Polish on the various values. All 
carry the name in script, "Franklin D. 
Roosevelt." 

., 

This design depicts a gunner of Gen, 
Dabrowski's Legion of 179·7 and a Po -· 
lish soldier of World War II. In the 
background is a map of .Poland with 
the inscription: "From the land of It ­
aly to Poland." (Cut courtesy PHILA­
T•BLY) 

SOME NEW INFORMATIONS ON F. 

P. CANCELS OF POLISH 2nd CORPS 

From Mr. John J aworski we learn 
that a Fieldpost Office #138 exist ed: 
in V. Hermanowski's article in the D,e­
cember BULLiETLN, the 138 cancella­
tion is said to have n ever been used. 

From Dr. L. Kozakiewicz we learn 
that the Fieldpost Office #136 also 
existed, with the above mentioned ar­
ticle claiming that it did not. Both 
members possess th ese cancellat ions in 
their collections. 

CHANGE OF AD,DRESS 

Andrzej Jezierski 
ul. Lowicka 40. M. 5. 
W arsza wa, Poland 

:Sgt. Larry C. Zieler 
808,th Air Engineering S'qdn. 
Tempelhof Air Base 
A. P . 0. 742-A 
c/o Postmaster New York, N. Y. 



POLPEX 1947 

Polpex 1947 is past histor y n ow. The 
show drew a larger crowd this year 
tha n it h a d in previous years, despite 
the fac t tha t it h a d fewe r exhibits. 
Each exhibit w a s distinctive and cov­
ered some pha se in phila tely thorough-

_ ly. 
The wealth of the rich philatelic 

m a terial which Pola nd offers was il­
lustrated by Mr. J. J a worski's Field­
post Cancellations of the Polish 2nd 
Oorps, and Navy Ca n cellations; by 
Mr. A . Rybarski's Warsaw exhibit; ,':Jy 
Mr. L .. Jankowski's Pilsudski exhibit; 
by Mr. S. Rich's Srta mpl es s Covers and 
Poland No. 1 ; by M r . C. Miku cki's War 
Cover s; by Mr. F. vVol osewick's Kra­
kow issues ; by Mr. Bert Powell's S pe­
cia lized Postage Dues; by Mr. M. Stec ­
zynski 's P roof.s, Trials, Essays, an d 
Designs ; and by Mr. F. Koprowski's 
U nderground issues. 

Each ex hibit had its own outsta nd­
in g feature : Mr. Jaworski's stamps 
and covers mounted on a g ed parch­
ment paper in eye -catching color 
schemes; Mr. Steczynski's proofs and 
essays from the President Roosevelt 
and Col. L a rking collections; Mr. Ry­
barski's silk screened lettering and 
drawings; D r . Uznanski' s -colorful Vat­
ican City; Mr. Powell's hand lettered 
pages which he did under a magnifying 
g lass ; Mr. Schafer' s specially printed 
album pag es; and m a n y, many others. 

The Grand Award which consisted of 
th e Col. Larking Trophy donated by 
M. _E. Steczynski, was given to F. Wo­
losewick or his Krakow issues. M. 
Stecynski r eceived the Polonus Mem­
orial Trophy for his Proofs, Tria.ls, 
Designs, and E -ssays. The Jaworski 
Trophy was awarded to L. Jankowski, 
and the V. D omanski Trophy to B. 
Powell. 

Second awa rds were given to S. 
Ric h , F. Koprowski , and C. Schafer. 
Third awards were received by C. 
Mikucki, J . J aworski, a nd Dr. Uznan­
ski. 

Honorable mention w a s made of B. 
Reeves, K . Wulff, A. Kloskowski, C . 
Dabrowski, W. Bobotek, a nd J . Kuniej . 

A NE W POLISH .PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY 

The Polish Philatelic Society, an in­
ternational organization, with H. M. 
Smith, 2 Oa kley Rd., Camberley, Sur-

rey, England, as secretary, Is announc ­
ed by Frank B. Jancowski ,. 3588 Fred­
erick St., D etroit, secreta ry of the Pul­
a ski Philatelic Club, D etroit. The new 
society plans to publish hand'books, 
catalogues and literature dealing with 
Polish philately, including a journal, 
The White Eag le. Membership is .$,2. 50 
a year, and applica tions m a y be had 
from Mr. Jancowskl. 

IN A.PPREC IATl,ON 

I wish to take this opportunity to 
express my _deep and sincere apprec­
iation to the society membership and 
particularly to my fellow officers and 
committee members for the splendid 
cooperation given me during my term 
as President of the Polonus Philatelic 
Society. 

During these two years, the record 
of accomplishments could not have 
been achieved without the ir untiring 
efforts, their expert assistance awl 
willing acceptance of respons ibility. 
For this I am most grateful. 

The credit fo r whatever success m a y 
be attributed to me during my service 
as President should rightly go to my 
fellow officers, members of commit­
tees, and the membership itself which 
at all times was co-operative, enthus­
iastic, and ready to support every 
worth while undertaking which our so­
ciety embarked upon. 

I am confident my successor and all 
the other officers will enjoy the same 
hearty cooperation you have given me. 

Finally I want to wish the new of­
ficers the best of luck and success. 

Dr. M E. Uzna.nski 



PRl,SONER OF WAR POST 

Shown are portions of front aMd 
back of cards printed by Polish Pris-

ALLIED ARMY 
CANCELS 
IN IRAN 

by E. Jagger 

Possibly few people have ever heard 
of the Polish Field Post Offices which 
operated in Iran. I am only a.ware of 

oners of War at Of 
Germany, for Chr 
Year's Eve 1943/44, 
by courtesy of S, I 

two of them, which 
at Teheran and Ah 
they used were India 
and they had their 
stamps, inscribed "E 
top , date across th1 
number at the foot. ] 
at Ahwaz until the 1 



ag 111, Crosshorn, 
stmas and New 
These are shown 

, Bayer of Penny 

were functioning 
v,az. The stamps 
1 postage s tamps, 
,wn special date­
Jczta Polowa" at 

center, and the 
·o. 14'1 was In use 
ffice closed down 

Black Stamp, Company, who states 
"'They seem to be official mail, allow­
ed by the German authorities. (Cut 
courtesy STAMPS). 

during February, 1944. No. 130 was at 
Teheran, which would, no doubt, have 
ceased to operate about the same time 
when these offices went to function in 
the Middle East and Italy, where the 
bulk of the Polish force,s were. 

Reprinted from ST~MPS. 



TID-BITS FROM POLONUS 

Well, here we go again! Th e first 
hurdle is passed! The new officers of 
Polonus were elected and so now a 
new era is started! The officers a re 
a ll veterans in the service for Polonus. 
They are A. Klosk owski, pres.; Bert 
Powell , v ice -pres.; Chester Mikucki, 
sec.; Les ter Jankowski,, treas.; Chester 
Sch afer, libr. a nd hist; Dr. M. Uznan­
s k i and Jack Domar, D:rectors. The 
best of wish es t o the new elected of­
ficers! (But let's all pitch in and h elp 
the officers to do the wor k for th e 
Society, a f ter a ll , if we were t o be one 
of the officers, we would wan t .others 
t o give a hand a lso. And by h elping 
we are not only d oing it for the So ­
ciety but also for ourselves, becau se 
the society was organized fo r coll ect ­
ors, and are vVE not collectors? So. 
h ow about cooperation from all mem ­
ber,s, those that did work other years 
for Polonus,, for you have the exper­
ience, and those tha.t did not do any 
work, a nd now is your chance to s t art. 
D on ' t be afraid, YOU DO NOT NEED 
EXPERIENCE<! If you want some idea, 
hint or h elp just ask one of t h e old ­
timers of tha t kind of work and they 
will b e g lad to g ive h elp. Right, old-
timers?) • 

• • • 
And as fo r the out-going officers, 

a very hea rty tha nk-you! The work of 
each one of you was greatly appreci-

. ated by us all, for we k_now a ll you 
did for the ,Society and for us collec ­
tors. The thank- you is f rom the bot ­
tom of our hearts! 

• * * 

A small auction was h el d after t he 
meeting and was accepted with en­
thusia sm. From time to time there will 
be auctions,. after th e m eetings. If you 
attend the m eetings regularly you will 
not miss out on th e bargains of the 
a uctions. 

• • • 
A thank-you to th e C. P . S. News 

on their editorial in the J anu ary issue. 

• • • 
'The secretary has received some in -

forma tion from the Polish Phil. Soc. 
In Pola nd a nd if any of the members 
wants It, shouid write to him. 

As far as the writer of this column 
knows, a t the present time th ere is 
no philate lic magazine publish ed in 
Poland. Onl y two issu es appeared or 
t h e Pioni er and du e to con ditions be­
yond their control the next issue did 
not appear. As yo u probably heard th e 
catalogue was prin ted during the war. 
There are about ten philatelic societies 
in Poland, but as fa r as we know just 
two of th em is-sue bulletins. The Kra -
k ow Phil. Soc. and the Poznan P h il. 
Soc. Th e society in Poznan a lso has 
a circuit that is sent to its members. 

By the W ay, Polonus Phila~elic So­
ciety has been receiv ed very favorab ly 
in m ost Philatelic Circles in Poland. 

• * • 

A new Polish cat a logu e will be is­
sued b Y the Polish P h ilatel:c Society in 
E n gland. For more information write 
to the secret ary. 

* • • 

A catalogue is in the makin g which 
will contain a ll information on stamps 
issued by t h e Polish Unclerg:-ound dur­
in g 1940 to 1944. 

* * • 

An Idea for the Future! Maybe Pol­
onus coul d have constitution and by ­
laws of the Society p r inted in boo!,. 
form and g ive them to a ll members, 
so t hat everyone will know the object 
a nd th e a ims of the society and also 
all t h e duties of mem bers. Think it 
over , a nd bring it up at th e meeting. 

* • * 

Let's n ot forget the Stamps for the 
Wounded! Hand the philatelic items 
at t h e meeting or send them thru mail. 
to the secretary and he will turn over 
the items to the committee headquar ­
ters. 

* • • 

If you just glanced at this who le 
article, you better go over the first 
half, a t least, a nd m editate on the 
s u b ject awhile, a nd see what you can 
do a bout it! 

• * • 

D 0;SC NA DZliS! meaning "illnough 
for today." 

TID-A-BIT-ER 



A Sketch of Poland's Greatest Musical Genius 
by Ted Gas ior 

Frederic Ch opin was -t orn in 1810 i n 
the small v illage of Zelazowaw ola near 
W ars :.i.w , Poland. Despi t e the fact that 
his fam ily was very poor, hi s parents 
,struggled d espera te ly to give him a 
good musical education , so tha t h e 
m ay deve lope his outstanding ta lents . 
A f t e r completing his basic ins truction s 
of the pia no, he was forced to leave 
h is na t ive coun try because of h is ac ­
tive participation in Polish Revolu ­
tionary Movemen t s which was di.s­
cove1·ed by th e Russia n a u t horities. 
He fl ed t o Paris in 1831, a nd as h e 
was Yirtu a lly unkno ,n1 h e wa s fo rce:l 
to tea ch to support h im self a nd con­
sequently h a d very little ti me to com­
pose. Eventually with the a id of Mme. 
George Sand, . a well-known Fren ch 
write r ,. h e began to rise to fame and 
appeared in many con cer t s . lt was 
in this p eriod of his life that m os t of 
hi s greatest works w ere written a ncl 
it was also the period in which Po­
land was being subjected to tremen­
dou s Russian presecution. :::i in ce th e 
Polish Revolutionists were in g r eat 
n eed of financial aid, h e devoted the 
latter years of his shor t life t o the 
cause by giving many concerts through 
out Europe, a nd since h e was in very 
poor hea lt h he died within a very short 
time . He died in Paris in 1849 w ithout 
ever ceein g his beloved homeland and 
fa mil y again . 

Chopin is certain ly Poland's m ost 
-ce lebr a ted musician and comp o,Ser a nd 
he is c r edited with paving the w a y fo,· 
the introd uct ion of all m odern piano 
mu s ic. This great master was a true 
geni us because of the fact that he was 
able t o com p ose music when h e w~ 
on ly a. small child. Although h e la.ek ed 
a. Corn-ervatory edu cation , we was able 
to play th e piano so r em a rl<ably well 
that he gave many concerts when h e 
was in h is t eens, including a v ery 
notew orthy one in 1824 in Vienna when 
h e wa,; 19, and at which time h e played 
m a n v of his own compositions . 

C ho pin' s fame rests chiefly on his 
compositions for the · piano, for h e had 
a perfect appreciation of every ef fect • 
which t hat insfrument ca n produ ce. 
His com p ositions are numerous and 
varied a nd were inspired by his love 
·of Mme. Sand an d of P.olancl. These 
two t yp es of in spiration were g rea tly 
r eflected by h is own personal life. His 
"Preludes" was written when he was 

vcica.tioning on the island of Majo1·ca 
with Mme. Sand. an d since they a r e 
j oyfu l_ composi t ions it s hows that at 
t ha t p e r iod of hi s life h e was ver y 
happy_ B ut on the oth er hahd, Chopi n 
comp osEd his famous Funeral March 
and his 15 polonaises wh en he was 
living a life of extreme saddness 
ca used by the s u ffering of his n ativ e 
country. The musi c h a s a n undercur­
r en t of melancholy th a t sugge-sts the 
very unhappy lot of his ,beloveq com­
patrio ts who were fighting so desper­
ately for Poland's freedom. His m az­
urkas, waltzes, e tudes and noctu rns, 
which numbe r ov er 100, a r e a complete 
revelation of his dreamy romantic na­
tu re a n d o f hi s love fo r n ew a nd ex­
quisite harmonies. Many of these com­
positions were a lso Inspired by hiJ 
love of Poland, but because they were 
not of a somber m oo d they were pro­
ducts of dreams whi ch Involved a re­
coll ection of hi s h appy childhood days, 
when h e lived with his family in Po­
lan d. His tremendous longing· to re­
turn once more to Poland and to see 
his family and fri en ds i,s g r eatly evi­
denced in all his compositions. 

Chopin revolutionized the - art of 
writi n g pianoforte pieces, but more 
important ' h e bega n the d evelopment ' 
of P ol ish mu sic. His n ational d a n ces 
became t h e foundation for future com­
posit ions and w ere u sed extensively In 
opera, symph on y a nd con cert os by 
su cceeding Polish composers. ·Today, 
Chopin's m vsic i s v ery hig hly regard­
ed,. and to prove thi s fact a ll one has 
to clo i,S to attend a con cert, a piano 
rec ita l or even turn on the ra dio, a nd · 
without a doubt , one of his beautiful 
pieces will be h eard. Even his o.wn 
age recognized hi s greatness, when 
Mendelsohn, born the same year as 
Chopin, said, "It is so p erfectly beau­
ti fu l t hat I could go on forever play ­
ing it. " 

Poland honored h er great m usical 



son by issuing a commemorative post­
age stamp in 192,7 bearing a portrait 
of his likeness. The stamp which is 
listed as No. 243 is typograph ed, is 
perforated 12½ , 11½ and is of a deep 
u!Lamarine color. The denomination 
is 40 Gr. 

NEW ISSUES 

An imperforate p a ir of a new stamp 

honoring Zamek Lanckoronski is pic­
tured in the New Issu es column. The 
stamp is a 10 z,loty blue,, and s hows 
wha.t appears t o be a fortress in the 
center, with the Polish eagle at left 
and the posthorn at r ight. 

The 5 zloty, 15 zl., and 25 zl., Scott's 
C13, C15, an d C17, have been discov­
ered imperforate. 

R Ep1· in tecl fro'm STAMPS. 

A first day cover of the Peasant Movement Commemoratives described in last 
month's BULLETIN is shown. (Cut cou rtesy PHILIA.TIE•l.JY). 
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