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ORIGINAL 

Here is a n other case of takin g a two 
cents catalog value s t amp and b y a dd­
in g a s impl e s urch arge transform the 
said two ce nts catalog value stamp into 
a n ite m se l l in g a t $3 .50 a cop y. Even 
if the issu e was large e n ough t o satis­
fy the d e m a nd, it is st i l l a very pro fit­
a bl e m ove t o ove rprint som e used 
s tamps of w hi ch th e r e is a p le ntifu l 
s upply. 

So, t ake you r bargain a nd draw a 
v e rtica l l in e through th e three rows 
of t h e s urc harge, u s in g t h e num e ral 

Dy S11ylng Eye 

FORGERY 

"1" of "1934" as a k ey. If t hi s l in e 
will cut through t h e l e tter "s" of 
"Wys t." at ri g ht and th e let t e r " t" 
of "Katow ice" at le ft yo u r copy is 
genu in e. A n oth er vert ical lin e th.r ou g h 
the l e tte r " i" of "F ila t." s h o u ld cut 
t hrough the numbe r " 4" of "1934" a nd 
th e l etter "i" of "Katow ice." Th e dots 
a ft e r W ys t . a nd Fi lat. a r e round a nd 
so are th e dots over th e let t ers "i " . 
The length of th e word "Katowice" 
is 14 ½ mm . 

(Cont inued o n n ext page) 



If a v e rtical line drawn through tlce 
"1" of "1934" touch es th e ri g ht s id e 
of the letter "y" of "Wyst." a nd will 
pass betw ee n the letters "a" a nd "t'" 
of "Ka towice"; yo ur copy bea rs a 
phony s urcharge. As all the forged 
_surcharged s tamps seen by us were 
;o·n:\.used copies and some w e re "v ery 
heavily cancelled, we shall r;-"ve you 

·an additional test for th e le tter ";" 
of "Fila t." A vertica l lin e dra,vn 
through th e l e tter· "i" will c ut throu g h 

.the "4" of "B34" a.nd tcuch th e . lcf: 

The dots a ft e r the words "Wyst." and 
s ide of th e l e tter "c" of "Katow ice." 
"F il at. " are square and s o are the dots 
ove r the le tte r s "i". Th e le ngth of th e 
word "Katow ice" is 15 ½ mm. 

The gen uin e surcharge is r ed on the 
20 G. and b la ck o n the 30 G. sta_mp. 
The forged surcharges are in . deep 
r ed and grayish black ink s. There .arr, 
other minor diffe rences, as the sh/11 pe 
and the font of type, which can► - b e 
c learly seen h y studyin g th e illustra­
tions. 

*Re printed by permi ss io n of S.P.A. J ournal. 

Lester J:111kon•ski (ri,g;ht) :1s he receiYed the Jnn·orski tro11hy fro111 the donor 
for his 1•rizc-n'inni11µ; exhibition of stu1n;,s hiµ;h! lg;htln~· the career of Gcnernl 
Pilsudskl ut PO-LPEX lll47. (Cut courtesy of Pl1ilately) 

NEW l\lEI\IBERS 

No. Name 

327 Pirog, J. M., 73 Center St.. Chccoppe, 
Mass., (P., U .S. & Can .) 

328 Novak Jr., A. A., 50 Pine St., 
B a ngor, Maine. (P., U.S. & Neth. ) 

329 Kowal ewski, S., 231 5 W. Dicke n s, 
Ch icago 47 , Ill. (U .S. & Gen.) 

330 Smith, H. M.,' W est Ridge Lowe r 
Wokingham Road, C rowthc rn e, 
Berks.hire, England. (P. & G.B.) 

n1 Kropinski , Walte r , 6643 Wcodl a nd 
Ave., Phila. 42 , P e nn. (U.S. & B e l. ) 

LOOli: WHO'S HER.E? 

A baby boy, Ches t e r John, was born 
to Anne a nd Chester J. Mikucki their 
first on April 9th. Our h eartiest con­
gratulations to both of th e m. Chester 
will pull thru. 

Jn ,!lll{emorimn 
The Society a nd its m e mbe rs wish 

to extend to Myron Steozynski, his 
family, and Mrs. Steczynski's family 
our sincere sympathy upon the loss of 
Mrs. Steczynski's fath er, Mr. Bernard 
Sosnowski who passed away March 25, 
1947. 



KRAKOW OVER.PRINTS OF JANUARY 1945 
THAT DID NOT COME IN CIRCU LATION 

Stanislaw Mikstein 
After Krakow liber at ion form Ger­

man author ities on J a nu a ry 19th, 
1945, immediate steps w er e taken to 
organize and put in motion the Postal 
Service. In the stock of Postage 
Stamps left by the Germans an 
auditing comm i ssion found on Jan­
u a ry 25th , 1945, 52 9.550 stamps with 
Hitler h eads, in values from 2 gr. to 
1.60 zl. 

Faoed wlth an immediate n eed and 
the impossibi lity of securing a sup· 
p l y o f Pol i sh Stamps, it w as d ecid ed 
to overprint the remainder of th e oc­
cupation stamps for immediate use 
and until the tim e the Po li sh Stamps, 
i ssu ed in Lublin could a rrive. 

T o overprint, sell and put into cir­
culation these stamps the R eg ional 
Directorial of Post Offices a nd Tel e ­
graph s in Krakow w as a uth 01 1zed by 
the following order: 

"THE POLISH REPU BLIC 
MlNlSTRY OF POSr OFFICES 
AND TELEGRAPHS, 
NR 28/45. 

Krakow, January 29, 1945. 
1 a uthorize the District D;re<:toriat 

of P.O. and T. in Krakow to over­
print 18 values of stamps, series 
Hitle r, in the total number of 529.55 0 
pcs., and to release these stamps for 
1,ublic sal e. 

Delegat Plenipotentary of the 
Ministry, 

/-/ K. Trzaska-Soko l owsk i." 
According to the estab li shed t a riffs 

on tne already liberated territories 
from the Germans, a ll the stamps, 
l e ft by them in the amount m entioned 
a bove were to b e surch arged with n ew 
values of 50 gr., 1.00 zl a nd 2.00 zl. 
First surcharge was on 1 3 values, 
194.85 0. copies , t o a new val u e of :; o 
gr., as the most n eed ed stamp i n 
c irculation. T-his was d o n e in the 
U nion Printery on Ulica Mikola j ska, 
a nd up to th e Gth of F ebruary 19-lii, 
9 values numbering !30,800 copi "oS 
were overprinted and surcharged. 

To overpr int t h ese stamps in a n e,v 
valu e of 50 gr. one form, co 1nposed 
n f type and embracing 50 overprints 
for on e sheet was used. The form h a d 
t o b e se t in type, because o f th e Jack 
of gas, no linotype or ste r eotype cuts 
could be made. Th e o v erprint, com­
posed in five verses: POC ZTA / 
POLSKA / 50 gr. I two dash es in­
vali d a ting the former valu e / and two 
l onger dashes, cance ling the in scrip -

tion: "DEUTSCHES REICH" / GEX­
ERAL GOUVEREMENT". 

In th e first co mp os ition o f this 
form th e l as t d ash at the bottom was 
very thin, and on th e 49-th stamp, 
after th e n ew valu e th er e w a s a c om­
ma instead of a p eriod. In the las t 
compos ition, those two last dast1e8 
were replaced with h eav i er on es and 
a l so the comma w as r emoved and re­
placed by a p eri o d . In addition,. tw o 
h eavy lines w er e pl aced at th e top, 
to cance l th e G errnan in i::: cript '. on on 
the margin: "GENERALGOU VERNE ­
MENT I DEUTSCHE POST OSTEN " 
and the eag l es a nd sw asti k as at ea~h 
end. All the sneets r ece i ved suecces ­
sive numbers of o v erprint with a 
'built-in' numeral, at the upper right 
corner on each sheeL 

The dimmension s of the final over­
prints were: 

Height of th e whol e o v erprint was 
22,5 mm; the h eight and l ength of 
the words "POCZT A a nd POLSK:A" 
was 17, 7 X3,3 m / m. The l ength of 
the dash es, cancelling form er values: 
6 m / m ; th e l ength of th e lower dashes 
20 m / m; th e dista nces betw een the 
words ''POCZT A" a nd "POLSKA:' ancl 
" POLS.KIA" a nd th e " 50 gr" were 
2 m/m; b etw ee n th e dashes . of both 
pairs- of 1. m/m. 

With tl, is form w er e overpr inte'1, 
up to F ebruary 5th, 194 5 from th e 
total of 194.~50 pcs., on l y 130.800 pc~. 
o f stamps, in v a lues of: 6, 12, 16, ~u, 
24, 32, 40, 48, a nd 50 gr.-in new 
value of 50 gr. 

The overpr inted s t a mps of 60, 80, 
1.00 und 1.20 values- th e l ast two 
values, 1.00 and l.20 in both kinds ot 
p erfc ratio ns e.m. lin ea l a nd frame­
should b e cons:d e r ed as proofs. 

The overprintetl stamps w er e to be 

put on sale a lready on Febru ary 5th, 
1945 at the Post Offices window s, but 
at the last m o m ent came a t el egraphic 
ord er from th e M i ni stry of P. anrl T . 
with instruction to r efr a in from sell­
ing those Stamp s a nd from furth"r 
overprinting, a nd r equiring that all 
r emaining 
overprinted 
printed, b e 
Warehouse. 

occu pat:on stamps, 
a s w e II as those 
d e li vered to the 

not 
over­
Main 

As a r esult of thi s ord er the over­
printed 50 gr. stamps did n o t comp 
in c· r .culat ion a nd sa le, a nd a lso any 
further overprinting w as di scontinued. 



'l':HE FOLLOWING COillPU'l'A'l'lO .I\' 'l'AIILE SHOWS: 
1. Th e nominal v a lu e of stamps le ft by the occupant. 
2. The number of s tamps designate d for overprinting in n e w valu e s of 50 g-r. , 

1. 00 zl. a nd 2.00 z l. 
3. Th e tota l number of individual s tamps in n ew values. 
4. The t o tal number of stamps a lready overprinted in n e w valu e of 50 gr. 
5 . Th e numbe r o f s t a mps designated for proo f s a nd· waste. 

~0111i11nl 

Seott's Xo. Value : 

N76 2 gr. 

N77 gr. 

N78 8 gr. 

N79 10 gr. 

N80 12 gr. 

N81 16 gr. 

N82 20 gr. 

N83 24 gr. 

l\'84 30 gr. 

N85 32 gr. 

N86 40 gr. 

N87 48 gr. 

N88 50 gr. 

N89 60 gr. 

N90 80 gr. 

N94 1.00 zl. 

N95 1.20 zl. 

N96 1.60 zl. 

Re111ninder, 

Lef\ In Stock 
Ry the Oecur,: 

3.300 

i'i0.000 

2.500 

3.000 

50.000 

22 .0 00 

27.600 

ii9.000 

10.700 

21.000 . 

39.000 

23.0:iO 

34 .600 

52.300 

42.000 

42.0,0 

29.600 

17.850 

o,·er­
Prht'ted .In 

Xt-n· Ynhn•s Nen· Vnlue 
'J'o 11., of 50 

O,·er1>rintcd Groszy: 
;;o gr. 1.00 zl. 2 z l. 

2.300 

l 6.000 17.000 ] 7.000 l 6.000 

2.500 

3.000 

16.000 17.000 17.000 , 1 G .. QOO 

l 1.000 11.000 11.000 

13.800 13.000 13.800 

J 9.500 10. 50 0 20.000 19.500 

10 .700 

10. 500 10 .. 500 10 .500-

J 9.500 19. 500 ]9: 500 .·•, 

~:: ,_ .' . ,. ~~-· 
11. 500 11.i'iOO l 0.500 

17.250 17 .250 cl, 4.000 

17.000 17.000 ' 18.'&0 0 

14.000 14.000 14.000 

14.000 14.00 0 14.000 

14 .800 14 .8 00 

11 .8:;o 

For 
Prtu,fN 

and 
,vustt•: 

. n . : : . . .. 

GO 

100 

50 

18. Val. 529.559 194. 80 0 234.200 100.200 130.800 200 

As th is computat ion tab le shows, 
only th e nevv valu e overprints of 
l.00 zl. e n,braced all th e s t a mp s l e f t 
b y the co uupant. F o r th e n e w va lue 
of 2.00 zl. o nl y 6 k i nd s o f stamps ·w ere 
to b e ove rpr:nted, t ota ling 100 ,300 
stamps; an d for th e n e w value of ,-, o 
g- r.-194.SG0 stan1ps w ere to be ov er­
print ed. Out of that numbe r w ere 
ove rp ri nte d up to · F e bruary 3th, 1a4:i, 
on ly 130, 80 0 s tamps. 

On F e bruary 26th, l 9 4fi. all over ­
printe d stamps o f oO gr. tota ling 1 ~0. -
800 pcs. ,ve re d e p os ite (I in th e D is -

trict W are h o u se of Postal Materials 
in Krakow. From wh e r e, on th e 28th 
of April , 1945 they were s hippe d to 
the Main Postal W a r e hou se in War-
saw. 

In spite o f th e fact t h a t these 
stamps so f a r hav e not bee n fo'un~ 
on the m ark Pt. or amon g co ll ectors .. 
I fe e l it prope r to pass th is informa­
tion , accessibl e to me, as on e phase­
conn ected with ·Poli s h Philately, in 
this cri1 cia l •· cl:!tys for our Na tion as 
well as' fo i< "bur Republic. 

Editor' s Note: Thi s article originally appeared in th e Inforrii ati'o n Bull e tin 
of the Polskie Towarzytwo Filate listyc zne w Kra k owie, dated ·D ecembe r 1, 
1946, and was translate d by W a lter Szymlek. 

IUEJ\IBERS-PLE,ASE READ THIS 
It is a lw ays a diffi c ult job getting all of you .to mail i11 your dues. Th e 

Treas1p:~ r , is .a yery busy man, and it does take •tim e to send a noti ce. So:­
ple i:,se,. Jr,o\f, at yp ur memb e rship card and · if it .isn :t d a t e d 1948 the n p lease m .sJJ 
in $1.liO~no change in dues-to Dr. S. M. Mioduze w s ki , 1176 Milwa uk ee Ave .. 
Ch:cagQ i2: III.- At O nce . Thank you. 



NEW ;· ISSUES 

JACK DOMAR 

These are a part of seven - stamp series portrayin g writers, actors, poe t s, 
painters, etc, 

A 1 zloty blue stamp ( l eft) 35 mm X 35 mm P erf, 11 and Imperf. p ortraying 
the profil es of three Poli sh a rti sts , John Matejka (1 838 - 93) director of th e Po li sh 
Academy of Art at Cracow, Jacek Malczewski (1855-1929) and -Jose ph Chelmonski 
(1850-1914.) (R ight) A sem i-postal 5 + 15 zL, 35 mm X 22 ½ mm. Perf. 11, dull 
green bear ing the portrait of Emil Zegad l owicz (i 888 -1941 ) in a sm a ll m ed a lian, 

a small gateway and wooded hills. 

A 2 zloty dark sep i a, ·(left) 25 mm X 36, Perf, 11, Broth er A lb~\!t" '{\.8 46-1916) 
holding a small child, (Center) A 3 zloty g r een, 25 mm X 3161

':Pe'rf. a nd Imperf, 
b earing- th e profile of Fr. Ch opin (1810-1 849). (Ri ght) A 10 zlo,ty g ray 25 mm X 36 
Pe·rf. 11 and Imperf, b earing the profil e of Madame Mari e Skoldowska (1867-1934). 

The February 4 i ssue of th e commemorat i ve marking the second anni versary 
of freedom with portraits of President B i erut, Marshall Zymi erski a nd P rem'er 
Osobka M orawski, was surcharged in red, 7 zl. I SEJM / USTA WODA WCZY / 
19.1, 1947. A lthoug h i ssu ed F ebruary 4, t h e date on the st amp marks th e voti n g 
day, with t h e surtax go ing to the n ational educational fiind, Of the i ss u e 80,0 00 
were printed for postage and 22,000 w ent to the "'1hu'seum" a nd the Un i v 2rsal 
Pos tal U ni on, • ' 

The " Prince Henry" stamp a l so has b ee'n surcharged • 5 z!.•. 



TIO-BITS FROM POLONUS 
Here we go again with news about 

the little things in Polonus:-

Congratulat ions to Lester Jankowski 
fo r his F,rst Awa ,·d, at Litpex which 
was h e ld Apr:! 12 and 13 at 2453 W . 
47th St., Chicago, 111. This was the 
First Exhibition given by the Lithu­
ania Philatelic Society, for which they 
are to be congratulated. 

* • * • 
The First Day Cove r s of Polpex 19"7 

which were sent overseas are being r e ­
ce ived. with enthusiasm according to 
let ters being received by our Secretary. 

• • • • 
The Secretary is r eceivi ng many l e t­

t e rs from philatelists in Poland who 
desire to exchange correspondence, 
stamps a nd ideas in r egard to phila­
t e ly. Any member of Polonus who 
wishes to correspond, write to Secre­
tary C. J. Mikucki, 1844 N. Winchester 
Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. The Secretary 
will furnish the nam es a nd ad dresses 

._of some Polish collector. The corre­
spondence will be in the Polish lan­
g uage. •~1 

The Polonus Philatelic Soci e ty · has 
not obtained references of any of the 
collectors and will assume no r espon­
sibilities. We assume each member will 
be cautious in any of his tra n sactions. 

* • • • 
THE STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED 

DEPARTMENT 
W e again are making a n appeal for 

Stamps, Albums, and Philatelic s up­
plies for our wounded s till in hospitals. 
T

1

hey have given so much, can you give 
a littl e. 

• • • • 

All donations can be brought down 
to a m eeting or mailed to the Chairma n 
of the Stamps for the Wounded Com­
mittee, Mr. J . J awo rski, 1282 Milwau­
kee Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 

• • 
The speaker for our May 9 meeting 

will b e Col. O. H. Schrader U.S.A. re­
tired of the North Shore Philatelic So­
ciety, who will tall, on Paper with Re-
lation to Philately. " . . . . ~ 

I have just recieved my copy of the 
Bulletin for December' las t (steamer 
mails are still exceed ingly s low ) and 
was much inte r ested in Bert Powell's 
suggestion as to Polish Philatelic Lit­
erature in English. I am one of the 
many collectors of Polish stamps that 
unfortunate ly have no kgowledge <of 
the Polish language. I would very 
much like to see translations published 
of the Ikaros h a ndbook a nd h ope that 
some of your m e mbers will und e rtake 
to assist in bringing this id ea into 
e ffect. 

There is a vast amount of wr,i_ting 
to be don e to coordinate all the data 
that is known about Pol is h philate ly 
and there still remains a great deal 
to be written. For insta nce, descrip­
tions of the forg e1· ies of th e Polish 
Liquidation Commission Emergency 
Postal Issu e, about whi c h Mr. Doman­
ski wrote an a rti c le in No. 26 for Nov. 
1944, would be v e ry welcome I feel 
sure. .;..;;r: 

With my kindest regards a nd best 
wishes, ""t 

Yours si n ce r e l_y, 
Derek Pafrri•er, 

• * • • 

'l'l'l'LE PAGE FOR POLAND 

One of the attractions at the last 
POLPEX was an a dv a n ce proof sheet 
of the beautiful titl e j)age for Poland 
created by Arthur Szyk, outstanding 
Polish illustrator. W ords fail to de­
scribe the glorious bea uty in the sym­
bolism of numerou s crests and mo­
tives, as well as in th e portraits of 
Cope rnicus , Chopin, Kosci uszko and 
Pulaski. The sheets have s uffici ent 
white border to trim d own to your 
own size of album, or e lse are suitabl e 
for framing. In any e vent thi s master­
piece m akes a gorgeous page for Pol-

onus m embers. 
The Poland s h ee t is published by K. 

Bileski of Winnipeg and is a va ilable 
at $2.10 each prepaid. Ch a rte r sub­
scribers to pages for 11 diffe r e nt ooun­
tries may procure additional Poland 
sheets at $1.10 plus charges. Myron E. 
Steczynski, 4154 N. L eclai r e Avenue, 
Chicago 41 will extend th e chart er 
subscriber prices to members of Pol­
onus on the Poland sheet. Please re­
mit to him at the rate of $1..10 per 
sheet, a dding 15 cents to each order 
for insurance and postage. 
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