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THE TEN LIBERATED CITIES OF POLAND 
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One of th e scarce and hi stor ical sets 
issu ed by Lib e rated Poland is th e se t 
issu ed for the ten citi e s libe rated by 
the Poles a n d Russians. This arti c le 
wi ll brin g out the differe nt methods 
used in overprinting; a l so, th e var iou f 
inform a tion in rega r d to th e stamps 

Th e s tamps used for the over print­
ing were Scott's Nos. 344 a nd 344a 
These sta mp s were pr in ted by th , 
photogr a vure method. Th e s ize of 
stamp No. 344 is 33 x 22mm. Stamp 
No. 344a is 33 ½ x 22½ mm . Total 
a m o unt of stamps pr inted, which in­
c lud es Nos. 344 and 344a, is 33,720,-
000. Stamp No. 344a is from a n ew 
p late. This or ig in a l iss u e h as its 
s hare of min or errors. The mai n ones 
are: T h e 2 is damage d on stam p SO, 
40, a nd 100. A p e riod over t h e thin 
"Gr" is found on stamps 30, 40 and 
100; a lso , a p eriod ove r the "A" in 
·'Poczta" is found on the stamps m e n­
tioned a b ove. 

Th e official day for issue was S ep­
temb e r 14, 1944, and th e s t amps were 
withdra wn J a nua r y 1, 1945, du e to in­
crease in r ates. A ll th e stamps tha t 
w er e re turn e d to th e post office were 
use d for overpri n t in g w ith n ew val u es. 
A tota l of 1,000,00 0 s t a mps were used 
for t h e t e n stamps formin g the s et 
Nos. 34 7 to 356, in clu s ive. Of stamp 
No. 344 there were 990,000 overpri n ti n g; 
of stamp No. iH4a th e qu a ntity was 
10,000. 

Th e stamps wer e ove rprin ted in , th e 
tow n of Rzeszo w b y t h e printing p la nt 
of J. A. P e lar and Ska. The over -
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printing was d o n e o n a fl a t press. The 
ink was a blue co lor, a nd was pro­
du ced by a n Austrian firm. The t ype 
u sed for th e n ames of t h e individual 
towns was Garam ond Ston e. Th e type 
Garmond A ntiqu e Augustea was u sed 
for th e balance of surcharge. There 
is a variety of ty r,e clu e to s h ortage 
and t o u se o f the G e rm a n a nd Fre nch 
syste m of writing. Th e s h ee t s con­
s isted of 100 s t a mps, but du e to a 
small p r ess, the s h ee ts were run 
through p ress twi ce, cau s ing the e r­
ros to appear twice . Th e o,·erp rint 
cons is t ed of three verses. Th e first 
v e r se conta ined a clash , value, an d a 
clash ; th e second verse con tain ed the 
n ame of t h e libe r a ted City. The third 
lin e con s isted of date of libe rati o n. 

Th e stamps we r e overprinted in 
th e folowing ord e r: W arszawa, Czes­
t ochowa, Krakow, Lodz, Radom, K ie lce , 
Gniezno, Bydgoscz, Kalisz an d Za ko­
p ane. Th e p e rfo rat ion o n a ll stamps 
is 12¼. 

Th e official fir st day for thi s se t 
was February 12, 1945, an d the· s t amps 
w e r e withdrawn from sale May 31, 
194 5. Covers w ith these sta m ps a re 
r are s in ce they w ere in u se only t hree 
months.. Covers r e ferr ed to are o n es 
u sed durin g the t ime th e stamps were 
in use . 
Stamp No. 347, overpr in ted , K ielce, 

15.1. 1945 
Sta mp No. 348, Radom, 16.1. 1945 
Sta mp No,. 349, W a r s zawa, 17.1. 1945 
Stamp No. 35 0, Czestochowa, 17 .1. 1945 

( Continued on page 2) 
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THE TEN LIBERATED CITIES OF POLAND 

(Continued from page 1) 
Stamp No. 351, Krakow, 19.1. 1945 
Stamp No. 352, Lodz, 19.1. 1945 
Stamp No. 353, Gniezn0, 22.1. 194 5 
Stamp No. 354, Bydgoscz, 23 .1. 1945 
Stamp No .. 355, Kalisz, 24.1. _1945 
Stamp No . 356, Zagopan e, 29.L 1945 

Stanti, No. 347 
1. Inve rted Overprint 
2 .. Missing "i" in Ki elce 

Stamp 9 and 59 
3. I n verted "e" in K ie lce 

Stam p 11 a nd 61 
4. " i" in stead of " l " in Kielce 

Stamp 17 and 67 
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5. Damaged "K" in Kielce 
Stamp 26 and 76 

6. Blotted "e" l ook s like "8" o r "o', 
Stamp 20, 23, 25, 30, 44, 48; 50; 

58, 73, 75, 94 and 100 
7. Lowered "K" in Kielce 

Stamp 41 a nd 91 
8. Blotted " 4" in 194 5; Stamp 10 and 

60 
S tnm11 Xo . 348 

L Inverted Overp rint 
2. D r oppe d '11n" in Radom 

Stamp 22 and 72 
3. Thin "o" in Radom 

( Continued on page 3) 



THE TEN LIBER,ATED CITIES OF POLAND 

(Continued from page 2) 
Stamp 50 and 100 

4. Damaged "o" in Radom 
Stamp 35 and 85 

5. D a mager "a" in Radom 
Stamp 7, 19, 57 and · 69 

6. B lotted "R" in Radom 
Stamp 33 and 83 

7. Blotted "5" in 19 45; Stamp 
70 

St:m11, No. 340 . 
l.. Inve rte d Overprin t 
2. Pr inte d o n 344a 

20 and 

3. D a n1aged "a" in Warszawa; Stamp 
29, 30, 36, 49, 79, 80, 86 a nd 99 

4. B lotted " 4" in 19 45; Stamp 10 and 
60 

5. P e ri od un der 45; Stamp 49 a nd 99 
Stnn1p N o . 350 

1. Doub le Print 
2. S111:1. ll "e" i n Czestochowa 

Stamp 33 and 83 
3.. Dan,aged "e" in Czestoch o,va 

Stamp l 6 and 66 
4. Thin do" in Czestocho,va 

Stamp 48 and 98 
5. Thick 0 0" in Cze stocho"\va 

Stamp 49 and 99 
6. Damaged "a" in Czestoch owa 

Stamp 14 and 64 
7. "e" min u s tail in Czestochow a 

Stamp 7 and 57 
8. Dan1aged "z" in Czestocho,va 

Stamp 8 and 58 
9. Dan1aged "o" in Czestochowa 

Stamp 3, 42, 53 and 92 
10. "8" inst ead o f "s" in Czestochowa 

Stamp 47 and 97 
11.. B lotte d "s" and "o" in Czes tochowa 

Stamp 26 and 76 
12. B lo tted " 4" in ' 1'945; Stamp 10 & 60 
13. Blotted "5" in 1945; Stamp 20 & 70 

Stamp N o . 351 
1. Inverted Overprint 
2. Damaged "K" in K r akow 

Stamp 5, 26, 55 and 76 
3. Damaged "a" in Krakow 

Stamp 7, 12, 20, 40, 57, 62' 70 & 90 
Stamp No. 352 

L Lower ed " z" in Lodz 
Sta mp 50 a nd 100 

2. Damaged "L" in Lodz 
Stamp 32 and 82 

3. Thick 'o" in L od z ; Stamp 50 & 100 
4. Valu e o n Bottom of Stamp 
5. B l otted "5" in 1945; Stamp 17 & 67 
6. Two types of "L" in Lodz 

Stam1• No . 3:i3 
1. Small " i" in Gniezno 

Stamp 16 and 56 
2. Blotted "n" in Gniezno 
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Stamp 50 a nd l 00 
3. Damaged "G" in Gn ie zno 

Stamp 21 a nd 71 
4. Damaged "e" in Gn iezno ; Stamp 1, 

7, 17, 18, 42, 50, 57, 67; 68 and !)2 

5. Vert ical Pair one _witho u t s urc h arge 
Stnn11J No. a 54 

l. Period o'ver "z" in Byd goszc z 
Stamp 39 a nd 89 

2. Thi ck "o" in Bydgszcz 
Stamp 6 and 56 

3. Thick "B" in Bydgoszcz 
Stamp 45 a nd 95 

4 .. Dam aged " B " in Bydgoszcz 
Stamp 49 a nd 99 

5. B lotted "s" in Bydg·oszcz 
Stamp 35 a nd 85 

6. Th in "y" in B y d goszcz; Stamp 2, 10, 
12, 19, 52, 60, 62 a nd 69 

7. B lotted "4" in l 945 
St:un!, N o . 3ri5 

1. Inverte d Ove rprin t 
2. Double Pr in t 
3. Val u e on th e Bottom instead of Top 
4. Stamp without val u e 
5. Short " i" in Kal is z ; Stamp 20 & 70 
6. Blotted "a" in Ka lisz; Stamp 3 & 53 
7. Dam aged "a" in l(a l is z 

Stamp 17 a nd 67 
8. Damaged "l" in I<al is z 

Stamp 22 and 72 
9. Damaged " K " in Kali sz 

Stamp 27 and 77 
10. Damaged "s" in Kali s z 

Stamp 7, 25, 57 a nd 75 
11. Cracke d "l" in 1945; Stamp 33 & S3 
12. B l otted "4" in 1945 

Stamp l 0, 50, 60 and 100 
StnnlJl N o. 35H 

1. Doubl e Ove rprint 
2. Thic k "o" in Zako p ane 

Stamp 6 a nd 56 
3. Damaged "a" in Za k opan e 

Stamp 7 and 57 
4. Blotted "e"' in Za kopa n e 

S t amp 8 and 58 
5. Damaged 110" in Zakopan e 

Stamp 4, 10 , 19, 31, 54 , 60, 69; 81 
6 .. Name of town o n Top of Stamp 
7. Valu e Missing 
8. Valu e at Top a nd Bottom 
9. Valu e at Bottom of Stamp 

10. Damage d "1" in 1945 
Stamp 33 and 83 

11. Blotted "4" in 1945 
Stamp 50 a nd 100 

The re are also v e rtical pairs w ith 
differe nt town s o n stamps . 

Top Stamp h as Kali s z Oveprin ted 
B o.ttom Stamp h as Za kopane Sur-

( Contiued on page 4) 



NEW ISSUES 
By JACK DOMAR 

-" he Polish Cultural Issue-values ot 
l. 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 15 and 20 Zloty are 
b 0 ' ng issued both perforated and im­
perf .. in diffe rent co lors. The lzl. blue, 
~ a l. brown, have appeared in steel 
gr '.l y a nd orange. 

Scotts No. 344 and 344a which is the 
red Piast Eagle 25 gr. stamp is to be 
s urcharged 50 zl. The 50 gr.

1 
Dark 

Green, Grunwald stamp, Scotts No. 345 
w ill be s urch arged 40 zloty. Both are 
to b e used as a irmai ls . 

It is reported that a new issu e con­
sist ing of 5, 10, 15 and 20 zloty values 
is to appear during July. This issue 

The 5 zl. red ovpt/6 zl. King Probus 
The 5 zl. red ovpt/6 zl. K ing Prolus 

stamp h as been overprinted in 2 shades, 
Red and Carmine. 

On April 2nd a 5 + 5 zl. grey and red. 
Red Cross stamp was issued.. It has 
been reported by Dziennib Taryk that 
160,000 were issued. 

J. Bienecki-C. Mikucki 

1 zL Polish Painters 
(Blue) 

2 zl. Brother Albert (Brown) 

3 zl. Chop in (Green) 

5 zl. Actors 

6 zl. Writers 

10 zl. Curi e (Light Brown) 

15 zl. Poets (Dk. Brown) 

20 A. Mickiewicz (Black) 

Mr .. M. A . Rayall de _ Ragan's Je tter 
wias much longer but was rece iv.;:'! 
just at Press time which did not p;,r-

We have received thru the courtesy 
of J. Bienecki and M. Raya)] de Ragan 
a catalog of Prisoner of War Stamps, 
of Officers Camp No. VIIA at Murnaw, 
Bavaria. 

It was prepared for philateli sts who 
were prisoners. The ed itor was Major 
Tadeusza C hlebowskiego. 

It is very neat, well il)ustrated and 
appears rather complete. 

-J. J,. D . 
We rece ived a very inte resting let-

1ter from member, M. A,. Raya]) de 
Ragan regarding First Day Covers. 

Becau s e of the un re li ab ility of in­
formation issued by the Minister 0f 
Posts and Telegraphs-an4 the fact 
that permission must be obtained to 
have cachet covers printed which usu­
a l)y takes a number of weeks, actual 
Cachet First Day Covers are very 
scarce. As an examp le we will tabu­
late the recent Polish Cultural I ssu e: 

Actu a l Advert. 
1st Day 1st Day Amt. Issued 

P. 3/20 3/1 P. 2,500,000 
I. 3/25 3/ 1 I. 1,500,000 

P. 3/25 3/ 15 P .. 3,500,000 
I .. 3/15 I. 500,000 
P. 4/ 1 3/31 P. 2,500,000 
I. 4/10 3/31 L. 1,500,000 

P. 5/1 4/30 P. 3,000,000 
I. 5/25 4/30 I. 1,000,000 

P. 5/1 4/30 P. 3,000,000 
I. 4/30 L. 1,000,000 
P. 4/1 3/ 15 P. 500,000 
I. 3/15 I. 500,000 
P. 5/1 4/30 P. 2,500,000 
I.. 4/ 30 I. 1,500,000 
P. 5/10 5/10 P. 1,500.ono 
I. 5/10 L. 2,500,000 
mit sufficient time to arrange for i ts 
publicat ion. We will try to tell m~re 
in the next issue. 

THE TEN LIBERATED CITIES OF POLAND 

(Continued from page 3) 
charge 

Top Stamp has Czestoch owa 
Bottom Stamp Krakow 
Top Stamp Krakow 
Bottom Stamp has Lodz 

Reprinted with permission from 

Thanks to the fo ll owing for some 
information on th.e above stamps: The 
Pioneer Philatelic Mai,;nzlne, edited by 
Dr. K .. Lepszy, and Kntnlog Znne:1,kow 
Poeztowyeh Polsldeh, edited by T. Gry­
zewski of Lodz. 

STAMP,S. 
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"POSTAL ISSUES OF DEMOCRATIC POLAND" 
Reviewed by Myron E'. Steczynski 

T h e s t a mps of Post-Wa r Pol a nd a r e 
full y d escribed a nd illustrated in a 
9G -page h a ndbook r ecentl y i ss u ed in 
W arsaw with Prof. Antoni L aszki ew i cz 
as edi tor. The book i s published in 
Pol i sh by Centrala Filateli styczna, Zwi­
aze k Zaw od,vy Praco"\vnikow Poczt i 
T el ek o munikaji w Polsce, U l. Nowog­
rodzka Nr. 48, m. 33, W arszaw a , Pol and .. 

Pref. L aszki ew i cz will b e r em emb er ed 
as th e c hi ef editor o f " Polski e Znaki 
Pocztowe" published b y Ikaros a nd em­
brac; n g a ll Polish i ssues up t o 1938 . 
T h e publi sh er s of the n ew b oo k ch ose 
Prof. L aszki ewicz b ecause of hi s past 
ex p eri en ce a nd exp ert knowl ed ge, p l ac ­
in g b efore him a ll availabl e documents 

·a nd da t a i ssued by offici a l a nd phila­
t e lic sources. Prof .. Stan Miks t ein gave 
h elpful data on the stamps printed in 
K<Ca k ow, Stan. Adamski w as equally 
h elpful on th e Lublin emiss i on s a nd 
Ado l f Sch opp contributed hi s ob ser­
vations as cu stodian of the Postal Mu­
se um. The handbook i s a l so enr i ch ed 
b y th e sugges ti on s of vari ou s d eal ers 
a nd coll ectors throughout t h e country. 

Thi s work super sedes a nd su pple­
m ented such recent publicati on s as B ul­
l etin s o f the Postal Ministry, Cat a log 
of th !') 1944 -4 6 Issues by th e Krakow 
Ph ilate lic Soci ety, Pioneer Handbook 
b y Sta n Mikstein and Gryzew ski's Cat ­
a l og. It includes all post-war Poli sh 
i ssu es up t o the current famous Pol es 
commemo r at ives and w ill b e f oll owed 
b y future supplements. The price o! 
th e bookl et is not given, but I under­
st a nd that a d ollar in U .. S. comm emo­
r a tives w ill send o n e on its way. 

In th e n ew handbook, Pro!. L asz­
ki _e wicz embraces i ssu es si n ce the Ger­
man in vas ion, but omits the General 
Governm ent stamps whic h h ave b ee n 
cove r ed by Prof. Mikstein in t h e P i o ­
nee r H a ndbook. Most of the b ook i s 
d evoted to the issu es fr om Sept. 7, 
19 44 (Scott 's No .. 341) of th e present 
Democ r atic government, but th e l ocal 
i ssu es, th e und erground, i ss u es of th e 
London government, Poli sh A rmy in 
Ita l y, pr i son camps, etc. are a l so cov ­
er ed . Th e book is an extr emel y valu­
a bl e g uide for orrenta ti on r egard ing 
the loca l a nd und erground i ss u es which 
a r e o ff ered h ere and th er e at hi g hl y 
infl ated pr i ces. Prof. L aszki e wicz 
po in ts ou t t h at w hil e th ese i ssu es m ay 
ha Ye a hi s tori c a nd patr iot ic a pp eal , 
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they can h ard l y be con s :d er ed valu able 
in a tru e philateli c sen se. 

Togeth er with a li s ting of a ll issu es, 
th e handbook g ives th e quantity i ssu ed 
r.r_d mark et prices of mint and used 
co pi es. It i s r eveal ed that comm 2mo­
rat ive i ssu es are u su a ll y very lim:ted . 
The book a l so g ives the m ethod of 
printing (recent i ssu es a r e r otogr av ­
ure) and li s ts m :scell a n ec u s vari et!es 
such as proofs, co l ors, paper s, gums, 
p erforati on s, numb er of stamps in 
shee t, marginal in scription s, over­
pri nts, erro rs, type spaci n g , et c. Th e 
d esign er , printing establi shm ent, in­
terpretation and d esc ription of d es ign, 
his torical background , b en efit or ob­
j ec tive of semi-pos t a l i ss u es ; commem­
orative, m en1ori a l or publi c ity aims, 
and sin1ilar no tes of inter es t are in­
c luded . Date of i ssue and !"efer ences 
t o offi cial docum ents a uthorizing th e 
emi ss ion s are li sted. Th e d ay or days 
of actu a l printin g are r eco rd ed. It is 
interesting to n o t e, f o r examl e, that 
among th e margi n a l in scriptions, N I 
WI means N um er I W a l ec I (Form I 
Cy lind er I) and OK m ean s Okoli cznos­
c iowy (Commemorative ). Postal cards 
and commemorati ve can ce llations are 
likewise d escribed and illus trated. 

Although th e b oo k i s not large, i t 
i s very co m p l et e and a uthentic. Prac­
tically all qu es tions com in g to one's 
mind are ful l y cove r ed a nd it i s ev id­
ent t hat the h andlin g of facts is in 
capab l e h a nd s. It i s s in ce r ely hoped 
tha t the su ppl em ents will b e presented 
in th e same approachab l e and f actual 
n1anner. 

NEW lUElUBERS 

Col.. 0 . H . Schrad e r-No. 33'2 
1229 W. F os t er Ave., 
Chicago 40 , 1111. 
U . S., P oland, Green l a nd, Cor ea, Tibet, 
Nepal and U. S .. Match a nd M edi c in e 

Hen ry S. Barth-No. 333 
2444 N . Mozart St., 
Chicago 47, Ill. 
u.: s. 

.Jul i u s Rikk- No. 33 4 
462 1. Sh erid a n Rd. 
C hicago 40 , 111. 

Poland, Hungary a nd U. S. Flags on 
Fo r eign Stamps 



TIO-BITS FROM POLONUS 
From l a test rep orts from Poland 

there are many Stamp Exhibits to b e 
held in th e next f e w m ont h s . Th e F irs t 
Exhibit will be h e ld in Danz ig in th e 
m o nth of August . Thi s wi ll be follow ed 
by a ex hibit in Lodz. Th e Phi late l ic 
Soci e ty In Poznan pro mi ses to hold a 
l a r ge e xhibit in 1948. T hi s in occas ion 
of the Society b e ing in existe n ce 15 
years. 

* * * • 
On e of th e -visito r s a t our Jun e 13th 

m eet in g was W. L e ja, ,v h o ,ve hav en 't 
s ee n in a long time. H e promise d to 
attend r egul a rly. 

* • • • 
Th e fo llowing are a l ways welcom e 

by the Comm ittee for th e Stam,ps for 
The W ounded. Stamps, A lbum s, Stock 
b oo k s, in fact a n ythin g Philateli c. 
Brin g yo ur gift to our mee tings o r 
m ai l th e m to J. J aworski, 1282 Milw a u­
k ee Ave., Chi cago 22, I'll. 

* * • :ill 

Th e s peak e r for Jul y 11 , 1947 m eet ­
in g w ill b e Ben R eeves w ho wi ll t a lk 
on "Covers an d Cover Co ll ecting. " 

* * * • 
M e mb e r A. Nowak Jr. o f B a n gor, 

Main e , gave a talk o n the Stamps of 
Poland b efore the Pen obscot Vall ey 
Stamp Collectors Clu b, in Bangor, Me. 

Col. 0 . H.. Schrad e r, U . S. Army r e ­
tired, too 1st place in F o r e ign Exhibits 
at L afayette, Ind . w ith the s how in g 
of "Tib e t". A lso h e tool, a c up for 
2nd in s h ow and a 1st fo r b es t in 
show b y p opular vote. 

* * * * 

;!In cffel{cmuriam 

Th e Socie ty wis h es t o extend t o 
B e rt a nd Lenor P owe ll our d eep­
es t sy mpathy upon t h e r ecE>nt 
loss o f L eonrs Fathe r , Mr. Wal­
t e r Dav ies who pased a ,vay Jun e 
23. 
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CIPEX NOTES 
Polonu!l Activities in Connecton with 

Big Show. 

Th e Polonu s Philateli c Society is a l­
ways pro ud of the act i v iti es of its 
m e mb e r s in phil ate li c Ci r c les of all 
kinds a nd h appy to report s u ch ac tivi­
ties and add the m to e ver growi ng li st 
of its m e mb e rs' accomplishme nts. The 
Centen a r y I nternational P hil a telic Ex­
hibition h e ld a t the Grand Central Pal­
ace in New York from May 17th to 
25 th, 1947, was no diffe r e nt from any 
oth e r s t a mp s h ow in thi s r esp ec t. 

The n ames of Polonus m e mb er s 
grace ev e r y a ctiviting in co nnection 
with th e Big Show, from the official 
list of Judges a nd Fore ign r epresenta­
t ives to part ic ipatio n a s e xhibito rs. The 
following w e hope is a co mple t e list 
a nd c hroni c le of Polonus Me mbe r s and 
the ir activ ities. 

Vince nt Doman s ki Jr., was a member 
of the International Jury. Derek Pal­
m e r was offi c ia l Fore ign Rep r esenta­
tive of Chile. 

Steph e n G. Rich was in comple t e 
c harge of Mo unting of Exhibits. B e n 
Reeves was in specto r in c h a r ge of the 
mounting of the exhibits o n the first 
floor . 

The following members won awards 
as li s t ed b e low: 

Steph e n G. Rich-2 second awards, 
3 third award s a nd 3 fourth a wards. 

Dr. E . L ewandowski-second award. 
Dr. M. E . U znanski-third award. 
Derek Pa lmer-third award 
Les t er J ankows ki- third a w a rd. 
Very f ew peopl e know tha t a m e m­

b er of Polonus was the o n e who first 
s u ggested the d esign for the s tamps 
issu ed to Comme morate th e Cente n a ry 
of Stamps. Yes, f e llow m e mb e rs, it 
was non e o the r t han B e n Reeves, char­
t e r m emb e r of Polonus wh o in 1945 
put forth th e id ea th at the 5 and 10 
cent 1847 's be u sed , but in different 
co lo r s fro m h e o rigina l. Thi s s u gges ­
ti o n was la t e r acted o n by th e Post 
Offi ce Department and we all know 
w hat th e r esult was. 

Yes, it was Be n Re eves, a nd another 
accomplishm e nt of Polonus m e mbe r s 
to b e aa'd ed to the evergrowing list. 
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