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ZARKI MUNICIPAL ISSUES
Myron E. Steczynski

~ GENDINE
GENUINE

. Distinet color.

. Lines of illustration d:licate and

gradually shaded.

Highlight in circular window above
door in lower left.

. Top of tree gradually indistinct.
. Clouds delicately shaded.

. Contrast between front and side of

main tower.

People in courtyard have light and
dark clothes. 4

Smooth perforation, 11%.

Bluish paper in ultra violet rays.

COUNTERFELT

(oIl LSRN o)

COUNTERFEIT

. Color somewhat off from genuina.

Lines of illustration coarser, heav-
ier and somewhat spotty.

. Highlights directly at left.
. Top of tree heavy and distinct.
. Clouds sevcrely shaded.

. Less contrast betwecn front and

side.

. Most people appear dark.
. Smooth or rough perfs, or imperf.

. White paper in ultraviolct rays.
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MEMBERS MART

It has been the policy of the Soc-
iety not to accept paid advertising
in the Polonus Bulletin, but to help
its members contact others through
tha medium of their own publication.
we will bogin a classified column in
the December issue, where members
can insort ads at two cents a word.
These ads must be limited to phila-
telic subjects and may deal with the
solling, buying, exchanging, announc-
ing, ete. of philatelic material and
information. Full payment for the ad
(Commemorative stamps accepted)
must accompany the request and
should be directed to J. J. Domar
3715 Clinton Ave., Berwyn, Ill., We
hope that members will take full ad-
vantage of this privilege and that
tho results will prove beneficial.
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ZARKI MUNICIPAL ISSUES

The town of Zarki, in the province
Kielce on the railroad between Zawie-
rcic and Czestochowa issued large li-
thographed postage stamps of a single
design showing the local church with
the market place in the foreground.
The whit2 rectangle at the bottom is
inscribed ¢ Poczta miejska w Zar-
kach ” (Municipal Post in Zarki and
the value appears in both corners. The
stamps wer: printed in sheets of 50;
10 wide by 5 high, with sheet margins
from-10 to 15 mm wide. Guide marks
appear at the sides of the middle row.

The important point of interest
about these stamps is the large num-
of counterfeits which flood the Amer-
ican and European markots. Genuine
copies have always been extremly
scarce. The only dealer in Poland up
to 1928 who had original copi:s was
Ewald Eichenwald in Warsaw, but
later (about 1936 they were available
from the estate of Dr. Anthony Horak
in Krakow. Stamps of Zarki appear in
auction catalogs from time to time
and ar: listed at prices for genuine
copies. The rule “Let the buyer be-
ware’’ should be uppermost regard-
ing those issues.

Genuine and counterfeit copies are
illustrated with points of interest tr
guide collectors. It should ba noted
that all the original stamps are per-
forated 11’2, so that all imperforate
copies are consequently counterfeited.
The perforat'd counterfeits can be
detected by deviations in color, by in-
ferior (crude) details of design, and
in some cas:s by rough perforations.
The key to genuineness is the high-
light resembling a new moon on the
1-ft edge of the round window just
above the doorway. In the originals,
this half moon is toward the lower
left; in the counterfeits it is directly
to the loft. The counterfeits are not
as clearly etched as the originals. Un-
der ultraviolet rays the paper of tha
criginals is bluish, while the paper of
the counterfeits is quite white

Prof. Mikstein’s detailed analysis of
full shoets of these issues reveals
two distinct types of each value, de-:



ZARKI MUNICIPAL ISSUES
pending whether they come from the
odd or even vertical columns in the
sheet. These types are distinguished by
. the details of the numerals which
may have certain flaws, or by the pos-
ition of the shields in the third issue.
The discussion of th» distinguishing
marks are beyond the scope of this
article, but the reader is referr-d to
Issue 66 - 70 of Ikaros Monthly (May-
September 1937).

The stamps were issued to help de-
fray the cost of delivery of mail, with

rates established in accordance with
the following schedule for tho various
services:

RATES
Oct. 10 - 17, 1918
Within Zarki
Printed matter and postcards 3h.
Letters 5h.
Register»d Ltrs. and Telegrams 12h.
In neighboring Towns
Printed matter and Postcards 5h.
Regular and Registered mail
and Telegram§.

RATES
Oct. 18 - 28, 1918
They were double the above listed
rates.

12h.

AMOUNT ISSUED
Altogether, there w.re nine stamps
issued in 3 scts of 3 stamps as fol-
lows:
FIRST ISSUE
Date Issued
October 10, 1918.
Amount Issued
5,000
Issued in donominations
3h. blue,

5h. red.
12h. olive,
SECOND ISSUE
Date issued !
Oct. 18 to 28th, 1918
AMOUNT ISSUED
5,000

ISSUED IN DENOMINATIONS
€h. Red on 3h. Blue.
10h. Violet on 5h. Red.
24h. Red on 12h. Olivo.
THIRD ISSUE
Date Issued
Oct. 24, 1918.

ZARKI MUNICIPAL ISSUES
AMOUNT ISSUED
10,000
ISSUED IN DENOMINATIONS
6h. Violet.
10h. Green.
24h. Orange.

1V halerzy 10

6 halerzy 6 24 halerzy 24

10,000 each of the first issue were
printed, but 5,000 of each were later
struck with a rectangular handstamp
18 2zmm x 8 2mm with new value to
double the original valuc of each
stamp in agreement with increased
rates as given in the table above. The
surcharge applied once to each hori-
zontal pair of stamps so that only
half the impression appears on th-
edge of a single stamp. Through an
error, some of these 3h. stamps were
struck in red with the 10h. handstamp,
and in an attempt to correct this er-
ror, the stamps were again struck in
black with tho 6h. handstamp, so that
in this way a distinct variety was cre-
ated.

The handbook Ikaros lists the dou-
ble handstamped variety as having
the 10h. struck in violet and the 6h
in red, but this information is contrary
to a copy in the Larking collection
guaranteed by Prof. Mikstein and by
Dr. Alicja Horak, whose late fath r
Dr. Anthony Horak, was th2 medical
officer of the local command when
the stamps were issued, and who had
a substantial quantity of the stamps
on hand for Prof. Miksteins examina-
tion.

Besides the above significant and
rar: error, other irregularities appear
in the handstamped surcharges, such
as interchange of colors, two halveos
of the surcharge on a single stamp
inverts, ete. These errors appear cl-
most exclusively on actually uses
copies, indicating their unintentional
character which was discovered lat r
in contrast to errors appearing on
mint copies which might have a more
speculative character because of in-
tentional variations.

The use of the overprinted stamps
began on Oct. 18 and ext:nded intn
the term of the third issue, which
ran from Oct. 24 to 28, 1918.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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NEW ISSUES
Jack Domar

The 20 Z1. A. Mickiewicz stamp in
a new color (violet) has finally been
released both perforated and imperf.
This completes the reissue of the
Polish Culture set. We hope . . . .

Poland is planning to issue a set
of stamps to commemorate the 1948
Olympies.

The recent ‘“Workers set” is to ap-
pear in souvenir sheet.

Scotts’ # 344 and 844A, 25gr. red
Piast eagle stamp which has just re-
cently been overprinted and surcharg-
ed for use as an airmail stamp, re-
ported in the September 1947 issue
of the BULLETIN, has appeared in
another distinet shade variety. It is
a coral red or a very light orange red.
Although no official information is
available it has been reported by a
member residing in Poland that the
Moscow printing, which is no. 344A
was exhausted and additional stamps
were printed in Warsaw so that they
could be overprinted.

As mentioned in the October issue
of the BULLETIN, the peculiar over-
print and surcharge on the no. 344
continues to appear on Covers from
this same Polish source and from no
on= else. This time an inverted over-
print and surcharge (!) no less was
received on cover. What puzzles me
is that he did forward a very fine
cover, normal overprint, with all three
shades of Red. Why didn’t he complete
the set and include the questionable

overprinted one?

AN APPEAL TO THE MEMBERS
At each Polpex it has been the
custom to print (we think) a very
fine Catalog of the show, a copy of
which is mailed to each of our out of
town members. It is assumed that
local members will attend the Exhibit
and obtain their copy there. This Ca-
talog contains the Presidents mes-
sage, a list of the exhibitors, Ads. a
Patrons list and a Goodfellows list.
Why are we telling you this? We
need your help! Why? Well the rea-
son is simple. For the past three yrs,
the exhibit was held at the P. R. C. U.
Museum, with no rental or watch
service expense to us. This year the
Exhibit is to be held at the Polish
Falcon Hall, rent must be paid and
<o does the watch service - Now this
is where you come in. Go to your
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local dealer and ask him for an “Ad”
or to your butcher, baker and even
the candle stick maker. The cost,
$10.00 for a full page, $6.00 for a
half page, $3.50 for a quarter page
and $2.00 for an inch “Ad”. I'm sure
we each can get a couple if we honest-
ly try.

Then there is the “Patrons” list,
where for $1:00 the patrons namec is
published in bold face type under the
heading ‘“Patrons of Folpex 1948”
for 25 cents the name is printed un-
der the heading ‘“‘Goodfellows of Pol-
pex 1948”.

We know each of you can, if you
want to, obtain a few of each. Won’t

you try? — Send in your ¢“Ads”
“Fatrons” and “Goodfellows” with
the remittances to Mr. Chester A.

Schaefer, 2144 W. Fotomac Avenue,
Chicago 22, Ill. begin at once, we
don't have much more time left.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The PULASKI PHILATELIC CLUB
will hold its annual exhibition and
bourse on February 21 - 22, 1948, at
the Polish - Amcrican Veteran’s Hall
iocated at McDougall & Kirby Ave-
nues, Detriot, Michigan. For bourse
and information contact Mr. Walter
Kolankowski, 6081 St. Aublin Ave-
nue, Detriot 11, Michigan.

The North Shore Philatelic Socizty
will hold its’ 13th Annual “Norpex”
exhibit and boursz on Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday, Jan. 30, 31 and Feb.
1st, 1948 at the Edgewater Beach
Hotel, 5349 N. Sheridan Rd. Chicago.
Hours 1 to 10 P. M.

Thos> desiring to exhibit commun-
icate with Mr. E. W. Hockenback, Ex-
hibition Chairman, 7417 N. Clark St.
Chicago, Ill. before January 20th.

The “Norpex” banquet will be hzld
Jan. 31st, those intercsted contact,
Mr. W. Schulzz, 2736 W. Gunnison St.
Chicago, Illinois.

POLISH BANK TO PAY 400
ZLOTYS FOR U. S. DOLLAR
The government has directed the
National Bank of Poland to pay 400
zlotys to the United States dollar to
stimulate tho flow of currency for
Polish citizens receiving money from
the United States. This order went
into effect on Novembor 24, 1947 The
bank has been paying the official rate
of 100 zlotys to the dollar.




Pclish Philatelic Literature
Printed in English
Bert Powell

fThis subject was first introduced
in a general way, by this writer in
Issue No. 49 of the Polonus Bulletin
for December of 1946. In compliance
with the authors statement made in
that article, the first of the stories on
this subject, was duly prepared for
publication in these columns, quite
some time ago. Unfortunately, and
the resultant transfer of material
from one office to another, it seems
that the article in question inadver-
tantly became lost.

For the first definite story in this
series, the writer has chosen a com-
pliation of various writings on Polish
Philatcly, which have appeared in the
S. P. A. Journal since 1940. The num-
ber of stories written and the amount
of subjects covered, are the best pos-
sible proof of the incrcased interest
in the stamps of Poland. Beyond any
doubt, this is due in a very great
measure to the formulation of the
Polonus Philatelic Society and its ag-
gresive campaigning in behalf of Po-
lish Philately. There is more rcading
matter on Polish stamps contained
in this compilation, than was ever be-
fore published in this country ever
before.

As to the various suggestions which
were extended in the original article,
regarding the formulation of a com-
mittee to tabulate all known literature
written in English on the Stamps of
Poland; we have had no takers. Per-
haps after the publishing of a few
articles on this fascinating subject we
may hear from some individual who
is willing to undertake this important
job for the banefit of the Polish col-
lector of tomorrow.

The Editor of the S. P. A. Journal,
Mr. Elmer Zinsmeister, informs the
writer, that all copies of his publi-
cation which may contain Polish data,
have been in the past, and will in the
future, be sent to the P. R. C. U.
Archives and Museum in Chicago for
the record.

A CHECK LIST OF POLISH PHILA-
TELIC ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN
THE S. P. A. JOURNAL
Compiled by Bert Powell
ko ok ok
May 1940 Volume 2 no. 3
Collecting Stamps with the Editor
by Don Houseworth

A series of gencral remarks on tho
Polonus Philatelic Society of Chicago
Illustrated with the stamps only of
the souvenir sheet - Scotts no. 333.

R T

October 1940 Volume 3 no. 2
Polonus Philatelic Society Affiliates
with the S. P. A. by the editor ?

Historical because it is a milestone
in Polish Philately in America.
Not illustrated

3k * £ *

March 1941 Volume 8 | no.7
The Polish Eagle —by Ray Bartz
A story about a beautiful picture

made of Polish stamps by a Pulaski

m-mber.

Illustrated with a photograph of same

on the front cover.

ES E3 £ £

June 1941 Volume 3 no. 10
Madame Curie - Personification of an
Id ‘al — by L. V. Michel

A well written account of the Curie
scientific achizvements.
Illustrated with cuts of the Curie
stamps of Monaco and Cuba.

® oK ¥ %

August 1941 Volume 3 no. 12.
Thae Counterfeit Detector Column
by A. C. Johnson
A short article dealing on Polands
1921 Semi-Postal issue Scotts B 11

B14. Not illustrated.

* * * *

October 1941 Volume 4 no. 2.
Moscicki and Copernicus
by the editor?.
A short story briefly outlining the
sciontific achievements of each man.
Net Illustrated.

* * * *

January 1942 Volume 4 no. 5
New Polish- Stamps........ by the editor?

New Issue report to the editor Don
Houseworth by W. Narajowski, As-
sistant Financial Advisor of the Po-
lish Information Center, on 1st Lon-
don Issue.
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INlustrat>d with a plate showing six
of the new stamps being reported.

* * - =

May 1942 Volume 4 no. 9.
Plebiscite Stamp Issues for Eastern
Silesia ........... by Vincent Domanski Jr.

One of the few roports ever pub-
lished on these interesting issues.
Illustrated with four cuts; one of
author, one of the stamps and two
cuts of the overprints involved on
these issues. .

* * * *

July 1943 Volume 5 no. 11,
The Red and White of Poland
by M. E. Steczynski
An explanation of the colors of the
Polish National and Maratime flags.
Illustrated with large photo of the
design of the U. S. Polish flag stamp.

January 1944 Volume 6

(Numbered 8 in error)

Science in Stamps - 3 - Astronomy
by L. V. Michel

A short story dealing in part with

the scientific achievements of Coper-

mieusi it Not Illustrated.

* % k%

no.5.

March 1944 Volume 6 no. 7.
The Encyclopedia for Collectors of
Souvenir Sheets. by Marion Carne
Zinsmeister.

A full technical and historical re-
port covering the following Polish
souvenir Sheets:

First Issue Scotts type A 49.
Illustrated with picture of sheet and
commemorative cancel.

May 1944 Volme 6 no. 9
The Encyclopedia for Collectors of
Souvenir Sheets. by Marion Carne
Zinsmeister.

A full technical and historical re-
port covering the following Polish
Souvenir Sheets:

King Carol’s Visit....Scotts no.80A-B-C
No Illustrations.
Second Warsaw Philatelic.Scotts SP-3
No Illustrations.
Stratosphere Ballon Flight. Scotts
SP-4. Illustrated with a cut of same.
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June 1944 Volume 6 no. 10
The Encyclopedia con’td. by
Marion Carne Zinsmeistar
20the Anniversary . ......... Scotts A 96.
Illustrated with cut of same.

] 3k k0 Kk

July 1944 Volume 6

The Encyeclopedia con’td.

by Marion Carne Zinsmeister
25th Anniversary of the Polish Legion
Scotts SRR No illustration.
Science in Stamps-5-Chemistry Part 2
by L. V. Michel

A short story which a larg- part is
devoted to Ignacy Moscicki’s inven-
tions. Not illustrated.
News Release from, the Polish Tele-
graph Agency in New York.
Historical bzocause of the announce-
ment made concerning the Polish
Monte Cassino stamps. A high light
in Polish-American Philatelic report-
ing. . . . Not illustrated.

no. i1

* 5 »

Volume § H2
by Bert Powell.
A Belated Christmas Gre:ting.

A romantic saga of a friendly greet-
ing from across the sea. Sent by a
Polish Air Force Officer, based in
Scotland, to a memb:r of Polonus.

* * % 3k
December 1945 Volume 8 S c. #4.
National Philatelic Week 1935, Polish
Poster Stamp. by Bert Powell.

A short story of this interesting
poster stamp, recason for issuance ete.
Illustrated with a cut of this stamp
and also the Relief of Vienna stamp.

Oct. 1945

%o

January 1946 Volume 8 #5
A FPolish Oddity. by Bert Powell.

A short story on an interesting off-
set variety on Scott’'s #148. Illus-
trated with a cut of this variety and
one of a normal stamp.

3 & &

February 1946 Volume 8 #6.
Special Polpex Issue containing the
folowing Polish philatelic articles.
Torun Philatelic Exhibition Issue

by the editor (?).
Illustratod with a cut of a stamp with
commemorative cancellation.
That Polish Stamp Booklet.

by the editor (2).




Illustrated with photo’s of all of the
pagos and covers.

Fomorze and Poznan Before 1918.
by Stephen G. Rich.
Illustrated with 8 reproductions of
town marks of that period.
The Church at Czestochowa.

by Frank Jancowski.
Illustrated with a cut of Scott’s Po-
land #308.
The Katowice Philatelic Exhibition Is-
sue.—by Spying Eve.
Illustrated with a genuine and forged
overprint.
Polands Gordon-Bennet.
by Spying Eye.
Tllustrated with a cut of the genuine
and forged overprint.
German’s Lost Provinces Poster
Stamp from info. furn. by Dr. L. Ko-
zakiewicz. Illustrated with a picture
of th2 Fosen stamp of this series.
£ g e
March 1946 Volume 8 25T
A Polish Curiosity. by Bert Powell.
A short stroy on an unrecognized
bogus, Polish charity labzl.
Tllustrated with a cut of same.
* ok ok ok
August 1946. Volume 8 FE12:
Polish Air Force Patriotic Stamps.
by Bert Powell.
A short story on this stamp with
technical and historical data.
Illustrated with a plate showing the
series of six stamps issued.
S :ptember 1946. Volume 9 Al
Poland 1938-15 Groszy. From the
1941 Pulaski Philatelic Club Seal.
A short story of the history behind
the dasign of this stamp.
Tllustrated with a cut of the stamp
in question.
* % %
November 1946. Volume 9 #3.
Fiscal Warfare on the Philatelic Front
Germany vs. Poland. by Bert Powell.
A short story of German forgeries of
Polish stamps for propaganda pur-
poses. Illustrated with 2 cuts of 2
of the stamps of this series.
February 1947. Volume 9 #6.
An Interesting Polish Cover.
by Bert Powell.
A short story about a cover in the
transition period.
Tllustrated with a plcture of the sub-
ject cover.

May 1947 Volume 9 5208
Justice For Poland
by Bert Powell
A short story covering the reasons
for issuance of this poster stamp.
Illustrated with a picture of the post-
er stamp.
Sa LT oy
June 1947 Volume 9 cen (0
Warsaw Kiosk by Bert Powell
A short story on the Warsaw “Kiosk”
postmark.
Illustrated with 8 cuts showing the
ordinary, railroad and Kiosk cancels.
3k #* 3 £
August 1947 Volume 10 #12
Curie Stamp Issues
by Bert Powell
A short story on the Curie stamp and
tund label issues.
lhustrated with 3 cuts of the Curie
stamps and 1 of the Curie fund label.

October Volume 10 era
Poland, Scott's # 103, Half Moon
Over Spire Variety. by Bert Powell
A short article explaining this vari-
cty and its position in the sheet.
lilustrated with a used corner pair
showing the plate flaws.

R LT

ZARKI MUNICIPAL ISSUES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

The stamps of the third issue dif-
fors from those of the first issue in
the design surrounding the numer-
als. In the first issue the numerals
are in ornamental circles - in the third
issue the numerals are in rectangular
shields.

The Zarki cancellation was 36 mm.
in diameter with a Polish eagle in re-
verse color within a 22 mm. circle and
the words ZARKI KROL POLSKIE:
in the band. The cancellation did not
bear a date. Due to ‘the extremely
short time that these stamps were
valid, cancelled copies are scarcer
than mint copies.

Editors note:

If anv of our members are still in
doubt about the authenticity of their
copies after reading the above, the
author will gladly expertise such
copies. It is assumed that a stamped
addressed envelope will accompany
any such requests.
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TID BITS

Myron Steczynski bought the entire
stock of Polish philatelic literature
from Paul Bluss in New York. This
lot includ 'd several copies of the Ika-
ros Handbook and Monthlies, early
Polish lists and catalogs, - clippings
ete. This material should prove help-
ful as reference information for art-
icles on the stamps of Poland.

%k * sk £

At the November Tth meeting of
the Jack Knight Airmail Society held
in Brookfield, Illinois. Bert Powell
spoke to their Juniors on U. S. Air
Mail Etiquettes and later in the cve-
ning, gave a talk to the senior group
on Polish L. O. P. P. Labels.

Se TR S ok

Congratulations to members, Matthew
J. Huss and Dr. M. E. Uznanski win-
nors in the Ravenswood Stamp Clubs’
recent exhibit held Nov. 8-9 held in
Chicago.

“Bud” Huss won the Grand Award
with his Historical Covers and “Doc”
Uznanski won a First with his col-
lection of Christmas Seals.

#08 at SE

The officers and mombers of the
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
wish to congratulate the HAW-
THORNE STAMP CLUB of the Wcst-
ern Electric Co. Chicago, upon its’
20th Anniversary which was observed,
Novcmber 13, 1947.

At the Novembsr 5th meeting of
the Austin Philatzlic Club, member
“Gus’’ Hrivnak, lectured on the stamps
of Slovakia.

Polonus members, Col. O. H. Schrad-
er, U. S. Army Retired. and Ben
Reeves recently spoke before th» mem-
bers of the Ogden Hill Stamp Club,
Col. Schrader’s subject was: ‘“Paper
and it’s Relation to Philately”’. Ben.
Reeves presented an interesting talk,
illustrated with pages from one of
his numerous prize winning collec-
tions.

Reports received from Poland say
there is a possibility of a Philatelic
Monthly being issued. It will be similar
to the POLONUS BULLETIN and
will contain all types of philatelic
59-8

articles about the Stamps of Poland
and associated countries. It will also
carry ‘“Ads” of the different dealers
in Poland. The first edition is to ap-
pear about January 1948.

The Wielko Polski Klub Filatelys-
tyczny of Poznan, is sponsoring this
magazine.

Apy one wishing additional infor-
mation, write to the Secretary of
Polonus, C. J. Mikucki, 1844 N. Win-
chester Ave., Chicago 22, Il

* *k

Members Edward Hopps and Bert
Powell were elected president and sec-
retary, respectively at a regional
meeting of the U. S. XXth. Century
Postal Cancellation Society held in
conjunction with the Roosevelt Phila-
telic Socicty’s exhibit recently.

The Chicago members of this na-
tional organization decided to form
themselves into a local chapter and
plan on holding meetings on a month-
ly basis and at local exhibits upon
invitation or wheonever possible.

ook gt

Bert Powell's storv. “Fiscal War-
fare on the Philatelic Front” recently
published in the S.P.A. Journal was
judged as one of the ten b:st which
that magazine had published during
the course of the year.

’_I‘he prize consisted of a years
pzid up dues in that society.

* %

With this issue of the BULLETIN
is enclosed an avplication blank for
membership to the Polonus Philatelic
Soci:ty. It is our opinion that you
have a friend or an acquaintance that
you would like to propose for mem-
bership but you do not have an ap-
plication blank. Well here it is and
more will be cheerfully forwarded to
you if you say the word. Have it
filled out at once and mail it to us.
To succeed an organization must con-
tinually obtain new members. Won't
you help?

Chairman of Publication
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