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“Count” Casimir Pulaski was born
in Winiary, Poland, on March 4, 1748,
just two hundred years ago, the first
son -of Count Joseph Pulaski, a noble-
man and magistrate. The time, for-
tunes, and lives of the Pulaski family
were Dpledged and spent for the re-
demmption of Poland.

Pulaski’s ‘military career started at
an early age, for before he reached
the age of twenty, he served in the
guard of Duke Charles of Courland.
In 1769 he organized and raised a
revolt in Poland, finally forcing the
Russian withdrawal from the forti-
fied monastery of Czestochowa. His
exploits in Poland are many, ever-
lastingly spreading terror among the
invaders, with barely a handful of
horsemen armed with lances. But sub-
sequent unfortunate events forced him
into exile in Turkey. The Pulaski es-
tates were confiscated; his father disd
in prison; one brother was Kkilled
fighting for Polish independence, while
another brother was made captive.

When the Sultan of Turkey hesi-
tated to aid Pulaski in 1775, he left
for  France. His unquenchable desire
to continue his battle for human free-
dom brought him into contact in Paris
with Benjamin Franklin, to whom he
expressed a desire to enter the Amer-
ican service, This time it wa® a strange
country and a new foe, and as Henry
Williams said, “Tt stirred the heart of
Pulaski like the voice of a battle trum-
pet. It was a struggle for liberty. 1t
was his cause, whoever the people
and wherever the scene of conflict.”

On June 10, 1777 Pulaski sailed for
America, and landed from the state
brigantine “Massachusetts” at Marble-
head on July 28, a forty-four day voy-
age from Nantes, France. His letter

Count Casimir Pulaski

of introduction to General Washing-
ton from Benjamin Franklin dated
May 29, 1777 read as follows:

“Count Pulaski of Poland, an officer

famous throughout Europe for his
bravery and conduct in defense of
liberties of his country against the

three great invading powers of Rus-
sia, Austria and Prussia, will have the
honor of delivering this into Your Ex-
cellency’s hands. The Court here have
encouraged and promoted his voyage
from an opinion that he may be hichly
useful to our service. Mr. Deane has
written so fully concerning him that
I need not enlarge, and I add my wish-
*Reprinted. by permission of STAMPS
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es, that he may find in our armies
under your Ixcellency occasions of
distinguishing himself.” ‘Within a
month after his arrival, General Wash-
ington accepted him without reserve
and added his personal recommenda-
tion in a letter dated at his camp,
August 21, 1777 to George Clymer, a
signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, which read: “I have the honor
to introduce to you Count Pulaski of
Poland, who will visit Philadelphia to
solicit of Congress a command in our
Army. I sometime ago had a letter
from our mutual friend, Mr. Deane,
speaking in terms equally favorahble to
the character and military abilities of
this gentleman thus doubly recom-
mended to your notice. You will be
pleased, I am sure, to show him all
courtesy and promote his views to the
extent of your power.”

Four days later Pulaski conferred
with John Hancock, President of Con-
gress, and presented his plan for a
corps of mounted men. But Congress
was slow in acting, and on September
11, 1777 Pulaski received his first bap-
tism of fire at the Battle of Brandy-
wine, without command, rank, or po-
sition of any character. Yet he dis-
tinguished himself so brilliantly, par-
ticularly during a critical point of the
battle when given command of Wash-
ington’s own bodyguard, that the ar-
mies of Howe and Cornwallis were
completely frustrated in their objec-
tive. Pulaski’s valor smoothed the path
for Congressional action, as four days
after the battle, Congress elected him
“Commander of the horse, with the
rank of Brigidier.” Historian Ramsey
says that “at the Brandywine, Pulaski
wag thunderbolt of war, and always
sought the post danger as the. post of
honor.” It can accurately be said that
Pulaski won his American commission
on the field of battle, thus becoming
the first and highest ranking cavalry
officer in the Colonial army.

The daring exploits of Pulaski are
no doubt known to the reader, but ev-
en this condensation would not be
complete without briefly mentioning
the highlights of his brilliant military
career. At Warren Tavern Pulaski
saved the Army of Washington from
sudden surprise that might have prov-
en fatal. At Germantown on October
4, 1777 General Pulaski with his horse-
men engaged Cornwallis in skirmishes
for five miles, finally causing Corn-
wallis to abandon the fight. Then came
Valley Forge, and on December 31,
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1777 the march to Trenton. In Febru-
ary 1778 Pulaski joined General An-
thony Wayne with the object of
thwarting an attack upon Philadel-
phia. The opposing forces met at Had-
donfield, New Jersey, March 3, 1778
where Pulaski with his little troop of
cavalry, to which was added 250 New
Jersey militia men, charged the en-
emy most effectively. Though his own
horse was shot from under him, he
alone took seven prisoners.

In March 1778 Pulaski resigned his
command, and petitioned Congress to
permit the organization of an inde-
pendent corpy. His request was grant-
ed by Continental Congress on March
28, 1778 and he retained the rank of

General, Shortly after that the cele-
brated ‘“Pulaski Legion” came into
being, as in April 1778 a recruiting

office was opened in Baltimore, where
he organized three companies of cav-
alry armed with lances, and three com-
panies of infantry, a total of 330 men.
General Pulaski had a distinctive ban-
ner made for his Legion by the Mor-
avian nuns in Bethlehem, Pa. While
the colonists were sadly pressed for
funds, he advanced $50,000 of his per-

" sonal fortune for equipment of his
horge warriors.
On February 2, 1779, the Pulaski

Legion was ordered to move south i
join General Lincoln, and- reached
Charleston, South Carolina, on May 8.
_ After participating in a series of
battles in the South, there came the
fateful day of October 9, 1779 when it
was decided to attack the city of Sa-
vannah by storm. In the course of the
battle one Count d’Estaine was caught
in deadly cross-fire and havoc was
wrought among his men. When Pul-
aski saw. the desperate position of a,
fellow officer, he dashed madly into a
withering flame of shot and shell, was
struck in the groin, and fell from his
horse, mortally wounded. He was car-
ried away and placed aboard the A-
merican brig Wasp, where skilled sur-
geons endeavored vainly, to remove
the bullet. A fatal gangrenous infec-
tion set in, and he died. He was only
31 years old, He was buried at sea on
October 11, 1779.

Thus ended the career of a gallant
and illustrious officer. Nio finer trib-
ute could have been paid than the re-
mark of the King of Poland who said:
“Pulaski died as he lived, a hero but
an enemy of Kings.” Honorable Brick,
who sponsored the erection of a monu-
ment in Washington, said: ‘“Pulaski



Design of stamp issued by Poland in 1932 on George ‘Washington’s bicentennial,

to mark the close friendship between the United States and’ Poland.
later used as a subject for a Polish postal card for unemployment relief.

It was
The

Polonus Philatelic Society is using this design on its souvenir sheet for Polpex
1948 to honor Pulaski on his bicentennial.

died as he had lived, a noble and un-
daunted warrior, fighting the battles
of Liberty and the Republic. He sac-
rificed himself, all the years of his
young life, his fortune, his ancestral
dignity, his lofty spirit, his splendid
genius, and all his earthly hopes for
Liberty, Justice, and Humanity. For
these things he gave all he had—his
martyred life.” In the American Mili-
tary Biography the author says that
“perhaps a braver man than Pulaski
never drew a sword.”

To honor the Polish hero and pat-
riot, a 2-cent commemorative stamp
(Scott #690) was issued by the United
States Post Office Department, and
was first placed on sale January 16,
1931 at the following cities: Savannah,
Ga.; Chicago, Ill.; Gary, Ind.; South
Bend, Ind.; Detroit, Mich.; Brooklyn,
N. Y.; Buffalo, N. Y.; New York, N.
Y.; Cleveland, Ohio; Toledo, Ohio;
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Milwaukee, Wis.

The central design of the stamp
bears a likeness of General Pulaski
modeled from a portrait in Jones’ His-
tory of Georgia. The dates ‘1748” and
“1779” represent the dates of birth and
death of a great Polish-American
whose memory shall live on and on,
and who shall stand out as a shining
example of genuine devotion to de-
mocracy.

(Author’'s Note: To friends who sup-
plied information about the “Count,”
grateful acknowledgement ig made.)

TID BITS

We regret to advise our members
that our president, Chester Mikucki,
was taken ill not very long after he
was elected prevident. He has beea
confined to the St. Mary of Nazareth
Hospital here in Chicago and will soon
be removed to Vaughan Veterans Hos-
pital. You boys and gals could write
to Chester at his home address, 1844
N. Winchester Avenue, Chicago 22,
Illinois, and we are certain that Anne
will see to it that your letters are de-
livered to Chester at the hospital.
How about it?

* L @

Incidentally, that picture post card
you received of Pulaski at Savannah,
with the Pulaski stamp, postmarked
Savannah, Ga. February 13, 1948, was
sent to you by the society. Only mem-
bers of Polonus received these cards.
So, you can be certain that too many
of them do not exist. Something for
free! .

* L] *

Ben Reeves appeared before the Lith-
uania Philatelic Society on February
26, 1946, and gave his interesting talk
on “Forgeries” and on March 3rd he
appeared before the Evanston New
Trier Stamp Club with a brand new
talk entitled “Don’t be a Chump, Spe-
cialize!” He will repeat this talk be-
for the Highland Park Stamp Club on
April 20th. Your editor will be there—
his talk “On my kitchen table” is al-
80 a repeater,
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