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"Criunt" Cri sirnir Pulaski was horn
in tr\rini:rr1', i'o1a1rcl, on llar.,h 4, 7748.
.irrst twrl hunrirec.l -vears agor the first
sor of CoLrnt .loseph Pulaski, a. noble-
nlr n lr r'l m.f,eiistl'ate. 'Ihe time, for-
tInc.r, :Llrl li','es ()f the Irulaski family
r.,.i,re Dlerlgerl :1n.1 spent for the re-
denr 1ltion ol I'olrrnd.

Pulashi':r militaly cilr..er stai ted a,t
:Ln ciLrll age, foi beforo he leeched
tlre rrr:,r r)f ti!.(rnty, hr: servecl in the
;1r;irrtl oi iJLrlie Charles of Cour'Llnd.
ln 1?69 her rr;:i4rrnizlil and raisecl a
I'rrvolt in ['olilnc'1-, iiiral].,, folcing the
Ii.trssi;,rn grthLl|arvtl [ioln the forti-
fied morrasrerl o[' Czestochowa,. His
exploits ir1 Poj:1ncl are many, eve.r-
Jrrstinglv spreadirg' teiror amon.q the
ilvaders. rvith barell' a handfili ol
horsemen arrnei[ 11.it].r lances. Tlut silb-
seqlrent unfortrinrte events f0rced him
into erxile in 1l'Lrr'liey. The PLrhshi es-
tlttes lvere corfiscated; his fathel diecl
in prison: one brother' \v.as killed
fightinq' for Prrlish inat.llen.lence, *.hiIe
arother' l:['other u.'iis mado oxptive.

trVhen the sultrrn oi'Iut'liey itesi-
tirteal to aid Prr.lasl.i in 1775. he left
for li't:rnce. ili-c Ll]1.t1t.Itch:rltle desile
to continlre his battle for humall frec-
clom brought Iiinl i!rt.) contact in Iraris
r-ith Ren.janrin llr:rnklin, to rl,horn 'ne

expresseal a. clesire to enter the r\ mer-
i.an -q€rfyice. This time it wa:l a, stltange
countr]- anrl a Iiery foer, anil as }lenry
\.\:illiams said.. "It stirrccl thc hearl of
Irrlaski lilie the r.oir:e of a battle trum-
lret. It \\'.rs n strlrg'ele fol. iillerty. it
r\-3s his carrso, r'hoever the lleople
alr'l tyherevr-:r tlte scrtne of conflict."

On June 70, 1777 Pulrsrlii sti'e:.1 for
Atn"r'ica. irr:11 lanried fl'oxr. tlre State
llri!lair ti n e "Mr:i r.s:lc.lt usottij" at n{ar.L1e -

heatl on July !i:J. a fortl.-foltr da-r vo1,-
a;;e l'r'itnr NanLcs, [,'tance. TIis leller

C,8"A,X
Count Casimir Pr"rlaski

ol introduclion to Gcneral trlrashing-
ton from Ecnjrririn llfanklin dated
lla:'29,17?? reail as f0l10rr's:

"Count I'Lrhslll o1i I'olaird, a,1t officer
f lnlous throushout llurope for his
llra\-ery ard con.llrct. in defense of
lil,erties of his eountly a"gainst the
three grcat inv:rdinq po1\,ers of Rus-
sia, Austria ancl Prussia., will have the
honor of rlelivering' this into Yottr ltr.'i-
cellency's han.ls. 'Ihe Court here have
encoLrragieil erd pl'olnoteal his voyage
from an opinirl that he m:rv he hi.hl)r
useful to orlr sorviae. l1r. Deane has
l litten sro fu1l.r crnccrning' him that
I neeal not enla.r'ge, :lnd I ar'l11 nr], \f islr-
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es, that he may f,ind in ou? armies
under your Excellency occeusions of
distingulshing himself." Ttlithin a
month after his arrival, General'\Vash-
ington accepted him without resrerve
and aclded his personal recomimend.a-
tlon in a letter dateal at his camp,
August 21, 7777 to George Clymer, a
signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, which read:: "I have the honor
to introduce to you Count Pula.ski o[
Poland, i*'ho will visit Philadelphia to
solicit of Congres,s a command in our
A rmy. I sometime ago had a letter
from our mutual friend, Mr. Deane,
speaking in terms equally favoralble to
the character and military abilities of
this gentleman thus doubly recom-
mended to your notice. You rvill be
Dleased, I am sure, to show him all
courtesy and promote his vie,ws to the
extent of your power."

tr'our ilays later Pulaski conf errecl
with John Hancock, President of Con*
gress, and presented his plan for a
corps of mounted men. But Congress
was slog. in actinEi, and on S'eptember
lf, 1.777 Pulaski received his first ba"p-
tism of fire at the Br,ttle of Bra,ndy-
$,ine, \\,ithout command, rank, or po-
sition of any oha.racter. Yet hc dis-
tinguisheal himself .so brilliantly, par-
ticularly durinEJ a critica.l point of the
hattle when given command of Wash-
ington's own bodyguard, that the ar-
mies of Howe and Cornwallis were
completely frustrated in their objec-
tive. Pulaski's valor smoothed the path
for Congressional action, as four days
after the l:rattle. Congress electod him
"Commander of the horse, with the
rank of Brigirlier." FlisLorjan Ilamsey
says that "at the Brandywine, Pula.ski
rvas thunderbolt of 1var, and always
sought the post danger as the post of
honor." It can accurately be sa,id that
Puia.ski \von his American commission
on the field of battle, thus becoming
1-he first anal highest ranking cavalr-v
cfficer in the Coionial army.

The daring exploits of Pulaski are
no doubt knorvn to the rea"der, ,but ev-
en this condensa,tion would not rbe

complete without briefly mentioning
the highlights of his briuiant military
ca.reor. At Jl-arren Tavern Pulaski
savecl the Army of 'Washington from
slrdden surprise that misht have prov-
en fatal. At Germantown on Octobel:
.1, 1777 General Pulaski with his horse-
rjren eng:ag:ed Cornwallis in si:irmis,hes
for five miles, fina,ilt- causing Corn-
\trallis to abandon the fight. Then ca.me
Valley I'orge, aud Qn Deaember 31,
6t -2

1777 the march to Txentron. In tr'ebru-
ary 1778 Pui&ski jolned General An-
thony E'ayne with the objeLct ol
th*.artinEl an a,tta,ck upon Philaclel-
1ihia.. The opposing: forces met at Had-
donfielcl, New J ersey, March 3, 17?8
where Pulaski with his little troop of
cavalry, to $,hich \ ''as added. 250 Nev/
Jersey militia men, chargeal the en-
emy most effectively. Thoug,h his own
horse was shot from under him, he
alone took seven prisoners.

In Nlarch 1778 Pulaski resigned his
command, and petitioned Congress to
permit the organization of an inde-
pendent corps. His request was g:rant-
ed by Continental Congiress on March
28, 1778 and he retaineal the rank of
G,eneral. Shortly after that the cele-
briLted "Pulaski Legion" came into
being, as in April 17?8 a recruiting
office was opened in Baltimore, where
he oreianized three companies of cal-
alry ar.metl with lances, and threecorn-
p:rnies cif infantry, a, total of 330 men.
General Pulaski had a distinctive ban-
ner m.Lde for his Le5lion by the IIor-
avian nuns in ]3ethlehern, Pa. \Yhi1e
the colonists rvere sadly p,ressed for
funds, he advanced 950,000 of his per-
sonal fortune for equipment of his
horse warriors.

On February 2, 7779, the Pulaski
Legion rl'as ortlered to nove south L,)

join General Lincoln, and xeacheal
Charleston, South Carolina, on May 8.

Af ter pa"rticipzrting in a series o'f
battles in the South, there came the
fateful day of October 9, 1779 lvhen it
rvas decided to attack the city of Sa-
vannah by storm. In the course of the
battle one Count d'Estaine lvas caught
in deadly cross-fire and havoc was
wrought among his men. lvhen PuI-
aski salr. the cles,pel'a,te position of a
fellow officer, he rl,:,shed madly into a
withering: flame of shot and shell, was
struck in the grtrin, and f,ell from his
ho- se, mortally *,ounded. lle was car-
riecl away and placed aboarcl the A-
meriea.n brig \ rasp, u'here skilled sur-
lieons endeavored. vainl),. to remove
tho bullet. A fatal g'ang'renous infec-
tion set in, and he aliecl. He wa,s only
31 yea.rs old, He rvas buried at sea on
October 11, l'179.

Thris entled the career of a galla,nt
and illustrious officer. No finer trib-
ute coulal have bee,n paiat than lhe re-
mal'k of the King of Poland who said:
"Pulaski died as he lived, a hero but
an enemy of I(ings." Honora"ble Brick,
who sponsoreal the erection of a monu-
ment in Washington, said: "hrlaski



Design of stamp issuecl by Poland in 1932 on George W'ashington's bicentennia'l'
to ma.rk the close friendship betNeen the Uniteai States antl Polancl' It E'as

later used as a subject for a Po1ish postal ca'rd for unernployment relief The

Polonus Phila,telic Society is using this clesign on its souvenir sheet for Polpex
1948 to honol Pulaski on his bicentennial'

died as he had lived. :r. noble and un-
daunted. u'arrior, fishtins the battles
of Libert-l' and the Ilepublic. Ile sa"c-

rif icetl himsel,f, al] the years of his
young life, his fortune, his ancestral
tlignity, his lofty spirit, his splendirl
genius, and all his earthly hopes tor
Llberty, Justice, and ffumanitv. Iror
these things he gave ail he had-his
martyred. Iife." In the American Mili-
tary Biography the author says that
"perhaps a )]raver man than Pulaski
never drew a sword."

To honor the Polish hero and Pat-
rioL. a 2-cent com,memorative stamp
(Scott f 690) was isrsued by the United
States Post Olffice Department, and
'was first placed on sale January 16,

1931 at the follo*'ing cities: Savannah,
Ga.; Chicago, Il1.; Gary, Inil.; -<outh
Bent1, Indl.; Detroit, \1ich.; Brooklyn,
N. Y.; Buffa,lo, N. Y.; New York, N.
Y.; Cleveland, Ohio; Toledo, Ohio;
PittSrurg:h, Pa.; I\tihvtlukee, \Yis.

The central design of the stamP
bears a likeness of General P'u1asl<i
modelerl from a portrait in Jonesr IIis-
tory of Georgia. The dates "1748" and
"1?79" represent the dates of birth anri
death ,of a, great Polish-American
whose memory shall live on and on,
and 1\iho shali stand. out as a shining
example of genuine devotion to de-
mocracy.

(Author's Note: To friends who suD-
plied information about lhe "Count,"
grateful acknowled.gement is made,)

TID BITS
'We regret to advis€ our members

rhat our presid.ent. Chester -\4ikucki.
w-as taken ii,l not very long after he
\\.as elected president. IIe has bee,r
confined to the St. Mary of Nazareth
Hospital hele in Chicago and will soon
be removed !o VauSrhan Veterans Hos-
pital. You boys and gals could rvrite
to Cheslel'at his home aalclress, 184{
N. W-inchester Avenue, Chicago 22,

Illinois, and \ e are certain that A'nne
w'i'11 see to it that your letters are de-
livered to Cheste,r {rt tho hospital.
How a,JloLtt it?

tat
trncidentally, that picture posl cartl

you received of Pulashi at Savannah,
with the Pulaski stamp, postmarked
Savannah, Ga., February 13, 1948, was
sent to you by the society. Only mem-
bers of Polonus r"eceived these curd.s.
S.o, you can be certain that too rnany
of them do n,ot exist. Sometrhin€: for
freel

lla

Ben Reeves appeared. before the Lith-
uania, Irhilalelic Society on Febrruary
26. 1946, and gave his interesting talh
on "Forgeries" and on March 3rd hc
appeared before the Evanston Nelv
Trier Stamp Club with a brand ne',v
ta,lh entitled "Don't be a Chump, Spe-
cial,izel" He will repeat this talk be-
for the Highland Park Stamp CIub on
April 20th. Your etlitor will be there-
tris talk "On my kitchen talrle" is al-
so a repeater,
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