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(,Conclusion) 

Fi$. 3-Note the white space between stamps in the block of four forms a c·ross. 
This was the Independence Military Cross, used by the Military 

in Poland between the two World Wars. 

Rare Philatelic Pieces 
'The philatelic pieces. di.scussed• in 

this article are amongst the rarest of 
all Polish Prisoner of War issues,. 
Most of them have never ,before been 
shown, nor are they generally known 
•in the United States. The largest num-

Reprdnted by permission of ST'.A.MPS. 

ber issued of any of them is 1,200,. 
RJarest of all is• one from Oflag II E 

which pictures, three figure.s represen­
tative of the• characters• in a ·p,Jay that 
was p,r.oducedl by the pris.onevs in their 
recreation hall. It is not possible to 
show a good illustration of this stamp, 
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Fig. 4-Commemorative of Ladislaus II, Hungarian and Polish King killed by 
the Turks in the Battle of Warna, 1444 

as we do not have one of the originals, 
and can only d,raw it to the reader's 
attention a,s appearing as illustration 
(b) on Figure 2, which is page 10 :if 
th£ catalog of these issues that was 
p1·epared by one of the prisoners. Only 
fifty copies of these catalO'gs were 
mad,e and very few exist today, and 
tnereby also hangs a tale worth tell­
ing. 

On Janu;,;ry 1'6. 19-45, at Gros-s-J3orn 
II the guns of the approru•hing .Soviets 
:began to be hear& in the distance. Re­
al!z'ing that the Nazis would soon 
move them onwards to prevent their 
being released by the Soviets, the •cat­
aloger began writing the quantities of 
the var-ious issues on the blackboard 
fer the p-risoners to copy, He felt that 
l,ow~ver d'ispersed the men. migh•t be­
come In the unknown future, if a num­
•ber of them had the figures, the rec­
c,rd someho-w would be preserved for 
pos,terity. His. task was still incom­
plete when on January 17th the men 
we, e ordered to ma:rch. 

There followed a terri,b.le 700 mile 
forced· march, with many casualties. 
The subsi-stence was, f.ive potatoes and 
a small ration of hot waler daily. It 
wars, of course, mid-winter, and ·be-
6"3-2 

tw<'en the co-ld, the long marches., and 
slPeping in tents in fi.elds along the 
w:,,y, the men g-rew very weak. iE,ven 
the s:-nall weight of the stam:ps and 
cs. talog began to be a burden to these 
weary men, who dared not chance :fiall­
i.ng s-1~.k. for those who did. we,re ruth­
lessly killed by the Nazi,s. Thus, as 
they tossed away all excess baggagil, 
man~• of the men -induded, these phil­
atelic souvenirs. 

One man among them, however: 
tried to· re•trie-ve as m.any as po.s,sible 
of the d.iscard,ed treasures, and he 
pic:ced up and carried as many as he 
could to their des•tination in the vicin­
ity of Lubeck, together with .one co1J,y 
of fae catalog, of which some rep-rints 
were later made. 

That man was Lt. Bogdlan Magn'l.lJS­
zewski, who had a pers8nal interest 
perhaps greater than the others since 
it was he who had talrnn the trouble 
to save at least one· of the catalogs'. 

Lt. Magnuszewski, like my,se!f, had 
been in Posen before the war. He was 
a judge there, while I had been press 
sdvisor to the city administration. We 
had never met personally, though we 
kr,ew each other by reputation. I was· 
d,estined to meet him at the end of 



Fig. 6-Mourning issue for General Sikorski, Premier of the Po!ish Government 
in Exile, in England, who was killed in an airplane acc'dent in the vicin'ty of 
Gibraltar. This was made secretly, but discovered and confiscated by the Ge,--

mans, though a few copies escaped their hands. 

the war in Bremen, and there ex­
chan~·e me,n.ories and diiscove1• ho,w 
,c.loselv allied had been our activities 
through our Underground as,s·ociation. 

Background Stories of 
Some of the Designs 

Not all of the designs which the 
pri,s,oners produced were as innocent 
of meaning as the one for the feast 
of the fox. Nor did all of these of­
fer.ding designs, escape the attention 
o,f the Nazis in charge of the camp. 
:::-: or, indeed, were all of the· men s,uc­
cessful .in hiding their Underground 
affiliations. Col. M•orawski and ,seven 
ur eight other of1icers in Gros 1-1Born 
II were 1,emoved to concentration 
caml)S· and subsequently kille<l whe-n it 
was discovered they were -in touch 

with the Unde,rgr:iund nut ,,:rn, the 
real purpose of the ca'TI-p stamps was 
n-ot discovered, and the a, t-ivities of 
the men went on. 

Among the stamps that had a si~·­
nifiocance which would have caw,e l 

Fig, 5-lssued during the Warsaw Up­
rising. The "A.K." in the design 

stands for "Country Army." 
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The ·last issue of Gross-Born IID- January 13, 1945-to commemorate 
"the week of Lemberg," celebrated at that time in different parts of P'oland 

as a reminder to the people that Polish Lemberg was occupied by the Russians 

Invitation for Holy Mass; Day of St. Barbara, Patron of the miners, December 
4, 1944. (F'ig. 9) Inside is an invitation to attend Mass at 8:45 and at 9:30 to join 

in an assembly of colleagues (Zebranie kol) 

their confis:catlon had the Nazis rec­
ognized it was the one shown in Fig­
ure 3. You will note that the white 
spaces ,between the stamps ol: this 

•,block form a cro.s·s. This is, the Inde-
pendence Military Cross that was used 
63-4 

by the Polish military forces between 
the two world ,wars. 

On Figure 4 you will no,te the 
crown-like design at the top, actually 
forms the lette,rs "W. W.", which 
stands for "Fighting Warsaw." ,Some 

• 



A Christmas card with the Star of B~thlehem still not forgotten in a Prisoner 
of War Camp. (Fig. 10) 

have thought this might have been de­
liberate. It was not in this instance, 
but theve was another stamp Issued 
here when the "W.W." was· included 
as a tribute to "Wars,zawa "\Vakzaca" 
(Warsaw 1FlgMlng). This was issued 
on September 1, 1944, and the "W. 
W." or at least its signif,icance, .passed 
unnoticed bY the German authorities. 
The "A.K." in Figure 5 means: "Coun­
try Army,'' or in other word•s, the 
Underground. This stamip to honor the 
Underground was produced ,in the 
camp during the Warsaw Uprising, 
that untimely insurrection of August 
194-4 In which so many patriot Poles 
needless'iy gave their lives In a fight 
that was lost before it began. And, 
incidentally, here again the charm on 
my life was demonstrated. I had been 
in Warisaw, but just before the up­
rising began, the Under~ound had 
,sent me to a place called Kaletnik, 
near Lodz. 

rn· Figure 6, however, \we see a de­
sign which met with Nazi d!isapproval. 
Coples of this were d·lscovered after 
700• had been printed, and the Nazis 
,began an immediate .search of the 
camp, confiscating all copies they 
found. T·hat they did not su,cceed !n 
uncovering all of them, however, Is 
proven by the Illustration. The por­
t'rait ls that of Gen. Sikorski, and 
the design was prodluced! a.t Gr08S-

Lt. Bogdan Magnuszewski 

Born at the time the General was 
killed in an aeroplane a,ccident in the 
vicinity of Gibraltar. 

.Patriots of another day 
membered in these camp 

were re­
emissions 
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Fig. 11-Commemorates Olympic Gam~s of 1919; issued at Gross Born 11D 
P. 0. W. CamP. 

too. In Figures 7 and 8, respectively, 
are sh,o•wn Traugutt and . Langiewicz., 
leaders -ir:i the Polish ·up,ris.fng against 
Czarist Russia in 1863. Laclisiaus II. 
Polish·. and Hungarian K,ing who was 
,killed by the Turks, in· the Battle -r,f 
Warna :in 1444, is honored,. in an emis-­
sfon J;>re,vious.!y mentioned; Figure 4. 

An interesting philatelic souvenir, 
showiµg agai~ the varieiy of occa­
sio.nt,i; .. for which they. ·.werEl. is3ued, is 
the '5 invitation to· Holy· ·Mass ·which 
was within the cover shown in Figore 
9. The occasion was the. Day of St. 
Barbara, Patron o.f. the - min!)rs,': .. J;:>e-

Fig. 7-Traugutt, leader of the Polish 
uprising against Cz~rist Russia in 1863 
lr:¾-6. 

Fig. 8-Langiewicz, a military leader 
in the uprising of 1863 

cem 1bm- 4, 1944. Mass was announced 
for 8: 45, to be followed at 9: 30 with a 

· gathering (Zebranie kol) to wh'i<;h ev­
er).-one .was in :•itecl 

Christmas was marked with a spe­
cia) po-sitcard, s1h•o,vn in FigurB 10. 

In commemoration of the 1919 01-
ym.pic Games, Gross--Born camp had 
games on August 14, 1944, and -Fi ;Ure 
11 shows the attractive souvenir sheet 
the men µrbduced for the occaslion. 

There were many m·ore, of course, 
and many are the interes:ting. s1to,ries 
behind their des'igns. But we cannot. 
cover all of them .in this article. Tbey 
are surely amongst the war's most in-. 
teresting is,sues, and although they 
will neve,r receive recogn'ition in Scotts 



,catalog since they are not government 
issues, I know they will galn recog­
nition in the hearts of collectors who 
Jove the historical. Interwove,n in them 
are many dramatic true stories of the 
war ancl how it was• waged by meri 
wao hacl no other weapons than their 
wits ancl theia· skill, but with them 
managed to help defeat their oppres­
s.ors. 

NEW ISSUES 
by Jack Domar 

A new 15 zloty, black stamp, was 
released on April 19th to co,m1nemor­
ate the Fiftn Annivers>ary of the Up­
r:sing in the ,;vars•aw Ghetto, April 
19, 1943. 

The left s1icle panel shows the elate 
being oomrnemo,rated, the design shows 
a ma.n ancl girl each holding rifles in 
their hand,s, the .inscription in the lo,w­
er r.ight corner reads in Polish: "5th 
Anniversary of the Uprising in 
Ghetto of Vv'arsaw." 

They are rotogd·avure printed. 'l'he 
size is 27ri1m x 35mm and are part 11 : 

'rhe last ·three values of the· "Cen­
taur" airmail series have appeared: 
15zl. clee,p purple, 25 zl. blue and 30 

were in the set? 

A new set of :pLcture cards was 
pJaced on sale February 29, 1948, con­
sisting of 22 portraits of famous· Pol­
ish men ancl women. On the upper 
right is an engraved stamp of new 
design, value 6zl., the des'!gn of which 
is three eagles. 

.Also on the same date a new postal 
ca,rd. was issued w'ith a stamp having 
ae design a view of the Church o,f 

Pniow. The value of the ,stamp is 6 
zl. and the price of the card, 8 zl. 

A pictorial set of cards was issued 
on the same date, showing the Bend­
zin Castle (Scott 392) with a face val­
ue of 6 zl. 

A series of 9 stamp,s, Scott's Ger­
many 506/511, 5111-B, 5•16 and 5-19, Hit" 
ler head,s, have appeared with a ruba 
ber stamp overprint, in three lines, 
P.oczta/Polska/'W Niiemczech, (Polis-h 
Occupation of Germany). They are 
reputed, to be locals us-ed -in S•paken-
berg. • 

No other . inf'or,mation is- availa;ble 
other than -each have a guarantee 
m,ark, "Danowski" on the ba,ck of 
e'ach stamp, whioh d,oes not prorve or 
disp,rove anything. We ,recommend ex­
tr,eme caution when pu,rchasing. (JJD) 

J. Bienecki 
J. Skotnickii 
Rayal1 de Ragan 
",Sltamps" 

zl. brown. T!ogether wdth the 50 zl. 
green, 75 zl. black and the 100 >1!. ·-·· 
orange .released previously they com­
piete the set. (We hope). 

A ne1w Issue has just been received 
which was released to corn·memorate, 
l11Jternation 1al Gzecho-Poland· Hike Rac­
es on the 1, 5, & 9 -of May. They were 
valid only to the 9th of 'May. They are 
bi-colored, red and blue. 

A First Day Cover b,f tlie 7·5 zl. 
value received from Rayall cle· Ragan, 
bears a cancellation date of March 15, 
no other information is· av,ailable on 
the other values. 

12 different greetings cardis of the 
6 zl-oty "Wiosna Ludow" series have 
appeared. Any one kriow how many 

New rnem1ber, Edw<ard S. Ja,rosz, No. 
36-3, adcll'ess thi.s issue, wishes to cor­
respond and trade stamps with other 
members,. 
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TREASURER'S LAMENT 
Dr. S. M. Mioduzewsk!, reports that 

a large number of ou•r m•emberS' have­
not yet sent .in their 1948-49 dues. 
Tbese were payable the lgt of March 
and s-hould have been paid not later 
than May 1st. 

To save the Doctor considerable 
work in prepar.ing stwtem'elllt!s, ad'­
dressing enve,J.opes, etc. will you please 
look at your me,mberghip card NOW 
and if it does not show that you are 
praid to Jan. 31, 1~49, you are in ar­
rears. 

Simple arithmetic should ,.onvince 
ea,ch of you that It is essential that 
the dues be paid promptly. Let us 
show you why: Approx. 280· members 
x $1.50=$420.00. BUtLLE,TIN budget 
$5·0•0.00 (Printing, mailing, cut9, etc.) 
This does• not include rent, stationery 
and miscellaneous• expensea. Won't 
you p,lease take care of this, matter a, 
once. Oh yes, how about getting a 
new member? Each of you get a new 
member this next month. 

NEW MEMB.ERS 
Carl Hirschman 

145 ·wood Ave. 
Sy:ra.cuse 5, New York 

(E'. P. P. & Gernnany) 
Edward ,S,. Jaros:z 

3010· E. 162 St. 
New York 5'6, New York 

#347 

(Poland, Austl'alia & Brit. Col. 
spec. Au-stralia, Var. & Pos Stat. 

Herman W. Cottrell #364 • 
114 Mercer Street 

Hamilton Square, New J,ers•ey 
(E,P.P., U.S. & Canada, spec. 
used Poland) 

Bernard John So•bczak # 365 
1813 Cortland ,St .. 

Chicago, lll. 
(E.P.P., U.S. & Germany, sp~c. 
Poland & Danzig Free State) 

J. Alexander I-fam.pel ' #366_ 
Suwalska 27 

Lodz 7, Poland-
(E,.P.P., U.S. & Airmails) 

Tadeus•z Kurdz!el--N,orski #367 
c/o Mis. H. Stead 

451 Oentral Drive, Bla•ckpo .l, 
England 

cE.P.P.) 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Wm. W. Wylie #,312 

Box 2,31 
Peo,ria, Ill. 

Edward Chmielewski-Hopps 
2326 Lieter Ave. 

Chl<cago 14, Ill 
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#315 

CORRECTION 
Member, John CrimsUk #1:f54 should 
read: John C. Crimlisk. (Issue #62) 

POLPEX 1949 
Dr. M. E. Uzna.nski, ha&- been ap­

pointed the General Chairman of Pol­
pex 1949. 

Sinee this is. to ,be the Tenth Anni­
versary, an extra spec.ial exhibit is 
being planned, However, ho•w big this 
exhibit will be, depends entirely on 
the combined effol'ts of all members. 

Will Y"PU exhibit? If so, approxi­
mately ho'w many frames? WiII you 
attendl? Stay ,at a Hotel or with 
Friend<!? Th'ese questions answered 
will determine where and how large 
an exhibit we can plan. A question­
naire will be sent to each of you 
shortly to fill out. Please give this 
announcement con,s!de!"able thought so 
that when the quesrtionn<ai.re is re­
ceived by you there will be no delay 
in ,replying. 

TIO BITS 

We are preparing a new member­
ship list, which will be pu,bJi.shed in 
the BULUEITTN very shortly-. Do we 
have youa· collec,tirng activitie•s listed? 
If there ls any doubt in your mind 
about this send in your collecting ac­
tivities to J. J. Damar, 3•715 Clinton 
Avenue, Ber,wyn, Illinois. Check the 
last memb.ersbip Jigt, or -if you became 
a member since that list was. pub­
lished (March 1947, Issue No. 52) 
che~k the is,sue of the BULLE'l'IN in 
which your name appears as a New 
Member. Unless we hear from you to 
the contrary the new list w.i!l contain 
the same information as was pub­
lished heretofore. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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♦ Chicago 41, Ill, 
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