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Germon Propaganda Forgeries 
by "Spying Eye'' 

After th e end ,of the first World 
,Va,r, the German Governm ent, in an 
attempt to influence the people livin g 
il' the territory where a plebiscite was 
going to decide the fate of the popu­
lat.ion, as to who wi ll rule over them, 
th·e Germans or the P oles, struck on a 
n•ovel idea. They printed imitations d 
certain types of stamps curr-ent at the 
time in Poland and overpr inted these 
bogus labels with German text , prop­
aga·nda that was to .bel ittle the strength 
of the Polis,h ,currencv. The overprint 
in German, "Deutscher Wert / Gleich 
140 Pfg./<Wahlt Deutsch!" on the 20: 
Marks imita tion of the Poland, Sc ott's 
t ype A14, freely t ransla,ted means 
"German V•alue / Only 140• Pfennigs / 
Vote German!" 

'These imitaHons were made of the 
Scott' s A12, A l3, and A14 types of 
Poland's postage stamps for distribu­
tion to the population. Ea·ch of ·!Jhese 
fake labels wa s printed with a differ­
ent faoe value and with a correspond­
ing value overprint, not taking into 

consideration whether •Or not the value 
or color exist In the genuine issu e of 
this set. 

Oollectors, as well as <1eaiers, . often 
turned to speclaJi.sts in the stamps uf 
Poland for Information on th~e labels 
wihich could be found in collections 
and accumulation s, but which no stamp 
catalog Usted. Polis•h speciaUs1ts,, c n 
the other hand, fo,r many years have 
tried to assemble a -!'epresentative col­
lection of t hese labeJ.s . For the basis 
of this article, use was made of . the 
material in three c•oHectio-ns, the larg­
est holdingis known in t,hi.s country at 
,his time, and a chart was drawn of 
~he existing values and overprints for 
us-e of the collector who may find .n­
~erest in these issues. ']'hey are .in­
deed uniqu e, in. the sense of word that 
one government saw f it to create 
pr,opaganda by !Jh i.s m eans· ·again.s t a n­
other government. 

As shown by the illustrations, there 
was more than one printing of this 
imitati-on, or they were printed in 



Scott Ovprt. 
Type Description Color 

A12 7 Pfg on 1 Mark Black 

A12 7 Pfg on 1 Mark Black 

A12 101/2 Pfg on 1.50 Mark Black 

A12 14 Pfg on 2 Mark Black 

A13 21 Pfg on 3 Mark Black 

A12 21 Pfg on 3 Mark Red 

Al4 42 P fg on 6 Mark Black 

AH 70 Pfg on 10 Mark BJacl, 

A14 140 P f,g on 20 Mark Black 

mor-e than one place. The p rintin gs 
or types can be di•S'tingu ished by fo l­
lowing the illustration s as to t h e dif­
ferent fonts of type u·sed for over­
.printing the labels. No attempt ', s 
mad,e to d ifferentiate varieties in pa ­
per, s hades, or perfo1·ati 0ns, of which 
there are many. 

Type AI is an interesting vadety, a 
l:r1cak ih the lower ·oas,e letter "f" of 
' Pfg." The top part ,of the letter "f" 
separated from the verUcal part of 
the type and gives a p erfect illusion of 
a s,ett!ng of the word "Pig." instead 
cf the abbrevia,ted "Pfg." Up to date 
this vari et y was found only on the 1 
:\lark value overp-rinted "7 Pfg." b u t 
it is possible that it exists on other 
valu es too. 

Type "E" is not illustrated but this 
r,hnuld not caus,e difficulty to s egre ­
~'l te from ty,pe "D" which i-s definitely 
another setting of the overprint. While 
the t y pe used to overp,rint both, types 
·'D" and "E", the type 'font being 
~omewhat similar, a difference may 
t:,e n oted in type "D" In that the let­
ter ' ·1V" of the word "Werth" is over 
th8 letter "f" of "Pfg." while on typ., , 
·'E" the letter "W" is practically over 

Stamp Ty,pes 
Color A A-1 B C D E 

---·--- ---
O•range X X X 

Blue X 

Lt. Green X 

Lt Em. X 

R. Viol et X X 

L t. Blue X X X 

Rose X X 

Red X X 

Gray Green X X 

th e letter "P". 
We suspect that ty;pes of settings 

exi~ t. that are not in cluded in th e 
ab ·n· e chart , a nd in this r egard the 
auth,,r would welcome a ny addiLon-11 
infonr.ation on this subject. Corres­
pc nde:1ce is invited through t he edi ­
to1· ot t h is BULLE TIN, a nd clue cr edit 
will bs g iven to coll ec t ors making such 
1·eports. Th e additional i11formation 
will be published at some futu-re d,at,1. 



POLPEX 194~ 

D ,· . M. E. Uzna nski, Director of P ol­
pex 1949,. h a,s announced the dates of 
om· T enth Annual P.olpex as March 4, 
5, and 6th, 1949, to be held at the Pol­
ish Falcon Hall. 1062 N. Ashland Ave., 
Ch i~ago. lllinois. 

From th e looks of thin · s this even' 
will fa,r surpas,s a nything that ha.s 
taken place in the p a st, the usual 
BEEHA, a f ew surprises , a nd the pro­
m is e of outstancHng exhibits by POL­
ONOUS members. In thi s res,pect, the 
entire show is b,y BOLO.NUS membe1 s 
a nd as such, co-operation from a ll is 
a s s u red. Prospe·ctu s of the exhibit shall 
be in the mails shortl y, and a prompt 
return by parti,c:p ci nts w'll enable the 
committee to carry out the plans with­
out en countering any unforeseen diffi­
c u lty. 

The m uch coveted "Larking Memor­
ia l A ward" will go to the exhibitor of 
the m os t outsta nd'.ng collection of Po­
land s t amps or associated countries. 
'!.'he "Dr. K ozakiewicz Research T : o· 
p hy" is e,irmarked for the exmbit to 
be judged best in original researc, h, or 
a continuation of a research where 
s ub stantial addit ional information has 
b een added on the stamps of Poland 
or associated countries. 

In addition to the a bove award 3, 
three a dditional trophies. with a ppro­
JJriate inscriptions,. will be given for 
th e following: 

1) Outs tan ding Po1and or assoda­
ted country exhibit. 

2) Outstanding Historical Exhibit 
of Poland or associated country. 

3) Outstanding Non-Poland Exhib­
it. 

Four Gold Meda llions will make up 
the 1s t Awards, fou r Silver Medallions 
the Second Awards, and four Bronze 
Medallions the Third Awards. 

lt has been decided by the Polpex 
Committe e that the exhLi'it will b•: 
judged "on the no class system by 
qualified and competant judges," thus 
allowin g each and ev ery participant a 
fa;r chance at any trophy or awd.rd, 
However, any exhibit whi . h receives a 
major award .shall be ineligible tu 
compete in s.ubsequent (to the 1949) 
Po.pex Exhi ', its , except in a class to 
be known h ereafter a s the " Ch amp­
ionship Class." F 'urtheT: Any exhi'Jit 
awarded the Larking Memorial Trophy 
shall be inelligible for further compe­
tition in any future Polpex. In this 
way the winners are eHminated from 
re1Jeated awards on the same exhibit.:!, 

and must turn to new mat~riai for 
future showing-s, 

POLISH BIOGRAPHIES 

by Thaddeus E. Gasior 

JAN M'ATJKO - "A ha'f- t l 'nd Poll h 
painter who ke r, t the .splr'. t of Inde -
penden:ce alive by depicting glodou ., 
epi,sod,es of P olan d's past." 

He was born ' n Erakow on July ::s 
1838, and at an ea .. ly age he was ha,1-
dicapped ·Jy a d e lica te constitution 
which exerted a st ong inf.luence c'n 
his persona Ji ty; for cing Mm to seek a 
different m 2d um fur self-ex presslon 
instead of speech or writing, namely 
art. He studied the history of P 0la,,nd 
and it created such a deep impression 
upon him that it became the basis for 
his arti.s·tic creativeness. A thoro·igh 
study of the vVawel and his numerou.s 
cros,s- : ountry trips gave him g e.'lt 
insp'iration as ·subject matter to por­
tray on his canvases. In 1s5:3 he en­
tered the Institcite of Technology 
where he devoted most of his time to 
the study of Art and he beeame ac­
quainted with the great styles 01 the 
Renaissance and th e Rococco. E:-tat . l~r, 
a Swiss, who m a rveled at Polan t' ,; 

glorious past and her n a tional trad:.­
ticns, became his instruc t or, and he 
gained a thorough knowledge of per­
spective and anatomy Lorn him. 

ln 1858 he went to Munich to con­
tinue his studie.s , but h e dld not re­
main there long, bEC 3-Use he ,vr s in 
disagreement with the ins t_ ucto , s ot' 
the Academy. He formuLlted h'.s ow,1 
philosoiihy of art, that it ,should be 
more than a reati ve ima6 l ,1alio11 an.! 
that it ·should also 1 e a s ocial i un c­

tion generated by a :: d forming _p~,.rt "f 
life. T·h:s ideal won for him honor­
able distinction for painting "The P oi -
saning of Queen Bona Sforza." He al­
so studied at the Viennese Acade,ny 
under Prof. Ruben, b -1 t here again 11e 
only remained for a short while main­
ly because his highly origina l a ,cl p .w­
erful individuality was not acc ,0 .p, .•, d 
her,e. 

In hi,s beloved city once more he 
found a stimulaLng atmosphe · e in 
wh~ch he embarked on the road '·" 
great artistic productions. The first 
of his paintings was "Stanczyi,,." 
which is a philoso ph:cal port~ait of 
the King's jester meditating while 
Poland's fateful future that was fore-
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t nJd b.y_ ,t'l),e. Poli.sh .phllo.sopher, Skar­
ga , is forgotten by the gayly dancing 
courtiers . . .. In the buffoon ',s eyes are 
expressed all the sufferin g a nd s a d­
ness of the PoH.sh people. His "Ser­
mon by Skarga" won· him the Grand 
Medal a nd the . honor of associate 
membership in the F rench Academy 
by unanim·ous consent. His work s were 
not well received in Poland, but ;,1 e 
didn't care because he immediately 
entered into the second cycle of his 
painting w hich ach ieved g rea ter ar­
tis-tk production and a s tron ger em ­
phasis on n a tion a lism. These worlrn 
included the following : "Union of Luh­
lin," "Batory at Pskov," '' Battle of 
Grunwa ld, " "Battle of Varn a," "Pr,us­
sian Homage," "Sobieski at Vienn a," 
"Battle of R aclawice," and "Constitu­
tion . of May 3;rd.'' 

While working on "Vows of J a n 
Kaz.imierz in the Ca thedral of Lwow," 
a phychologically compelling and 
forceful work, in. 1893, he d ied, leav­
ing it unfinished. All of his worlrn 
are first . ,rat e . pieces of art a n d con­
tain much patriotis m . IDs famous 
work "Sobieski at Vienna" has be'ln 
used many times as subjec t matter 
for postage stamps a nd historical and 
patriotic -commemorations. His last 
three paintings were a trilogy on the 
development of democracy .in Polancl. 
"The Battle of Raclawice" showed the 
r ecognition of the peas a nt freed from 
serfdom brings victory to t lie n a tion. 
Matejko evoked emot ions 1n the peo­
ple of his paintings and constantly 
portrayed instances of -civic gen e-r os­
ity,. br avery, enthusiasm a nd heroism . 
He open ed n ew fields of Polish cul­
tural life, .and as a painter lie con­
tr_ibuted enormously to Poland's art 
a nd. fina lly mad e the wor,ld realize that 
Poland has an indiv idual a nd . native 
cc1Iture a ll her own , that is perfec t 
a nd beautiful. H e achieved great ad­
miration a nd fa,,me when h e found ed 
the first Modern S,ch ool of Fine Arts 
irr Krakow. However, h e wa,s deeply 
dlisappointecl when his d rearp. -of Na­
tional Sc hool never materialized and 
when his students never reached ar­
tistic perfection. 

On N1ovember 1, 1893, he d ied, and 
·t he nation paid him a solemn tr,ibute. 
All P oland and es pecia lly Krakow 
sobbed a s his ashes were -being taken 
to res t at the family m a usoleum in 
Rakow ice, while the solemn peals of 
the b ells of the Wawel mourned the 
d eath 0 £ Poland's greates t artist. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

J oseph A. 'l.'y lke, # '236 
R. #1 , Elmhurst, Illinois 

Robert A. Wilson , # 1369 
Amerkan Legati,o.n 

Pretoria , U n ion of South Africa 
Charl es Burke 

1124 Connecticut Ave. , N . W . 
W ashingt on 6, D. C. 

Steph en Stecki, # 89 
2261 Diversey Avenue 

Chicago 47, Illinois 

APPLICATIONS PENDliqG 
Stanislaw Dragonowski 

13a Parsberg, DP Camp,. Hoh elfels 
Hohenfels , Germany 

Leo John Zaikowski 
232 E . Front St. 

Grand Ledge, Michigan 
Alex. M. Zarzycki, Jr. 

416 W. Grand Avenue 
Rahway, New J ersey 

The s ·ociety h as recently received 
300 cop'ies of the "PRZIDGL AD FILA­
TEILI-Sl'l."YCZNY (Polish Phila t elk R e ­
view) for distribution t o our m embers . 
It is a very elaborate publication '.n 
th e Polish, English and occasion a l 
French language. It is richly illus­
trated with photos of n.ew is,sues, fea­
ture articles, etc. If you des ire a sam­
ple cor>Y , wri t e to Larry C. Zieler, 3120 
So. May St. , Chicago 8, Ill inois, en­
closin g a self addressed, s t a mped en­
v.elope, a nd a copy will be m a iled ,· o 
you. 

MEMBERS MART 

PODAND, mint, used and on covar, 
new issues, FDC, Germany, Austr ia, 
etc. Everyth in g on approval to mem­
bers of POLONUS. Conifitions and 
prLces guarant eed. to satisfy. 

W ·A.NTED, offers from members In 
Polan d. Joseph Bieniecki, 2509 East 
23rd S.t ,, Granite City, Illinois, U. S . A, 

SCOTT'S 1949 Postage Stamp Cat­
a logs, Vols. I, II, or U. S . A. special­
ized, $3 . 50 per copy, postpaid with 
commemoratives. Gombin ed edition, 
$7.00. LARRY -,BOBS KRAiFTS, 590G 
W. 88th Street, Oa klawn,, Illinois, U. 
,S. A . 

WANT :ULSTS of Poland, Danzig, 
Germany solicited. 4·0% off Scott's 
prices. A very fine stock availa ble. 
LARRY-BOBS KRAFTS, 59 06 w: 88th 
St., Oaklawn, Illinois, U. S. A. 



NEW ISSUES 
by Jack Domar 

W,ith reference to the ·workers' Par­
ties Merger Congress on De: em'be,r ,~, 
the Ministry of Posts an d T elegraph 
will issue a series. of po,s t age stamps 
in commemoration of this event. 

One of the stamps shows the pic­
ture of Marx, Engels, Len in and Stal­
in with an inscription in the upper 
lef.t corner. 

The second series bears the picture 
of L udwik Warynski with ' the same 
inscription. • 

The thi r d s eries shows two workers 
r.olding the maist of a banner unfolded 
,,v er their heads. Th e s a me inscrip­
tion is in the upper left corner. These 
stamps will be of 5, 15 a nd 25 zloty 
denominations. 

"Glos Ludu" W a r saw-11-19-48 
R. A. Wilson 

The previously anno unced Anti-Tu­
bercular issue is to app ear in Decem­
ber (with a ,small addition to the val­
ue). Anothe,r series is to ::, e issued on 
the 30th Anniversary of the Polis:, 
Post reestab!i,shed after 150 year s of 
Russian , German and Austrian occu­
pation and the same anniversary of 
the origin of the Post-W •O'rkers' Trade 
Union. This set is to consis t of four 
values (3 , 6, 15 and 20 zl) separatecl 
as well as in a block, (nominal va,l u e 
100, zl.) In the d-esigns we s·hall see 
the work of the post officials; the 
loading of post parcels on a ship, the 
emptying of post boxes in town, a 
rural postman a nd the re::eiving 0f 
telegrams on a background of a broad­
casting station. The designs are by 
Mr. Hempel. Next year wi.11 be issued 
a special series on the occasion of 
•the 751th Anniversary of the U!PU­
W •orld Postal Union (October 9, 1874). 
It will probably consist of three de­
nominations in three conventional col­
ors-green for foreign printed m a tter, 
red for foreign post card a nd blue for 
fore.Lgn letter. 

For the next year there is a lso 
planned a se,ries with the drawings 
of Po.Jish historical monuments and 
relics on the West Territories. 

Przeglad IFilatelistyczny, f0--31-48 

The remaining 5 ,stamps of the Pres­
ident Bierut stamp of Poland were re­
leased December 10, 1948. This com­
pletes the set of 6 originallyreported 
to be released. The initial release, the-

15 Zloty, bright crimson wa:s on -Oc1to­
ber 15, 19·48. 

A.,IJ were lithographed on very white 
paper, perf. 11½, size 16 x 22 mm with 
po rtrait of President Boleslav Bierut 
framed, racing front. Caption "Po,2zta. 
Polska" across the b ottom appr. 3 mm 
high a nd just above on th e lower rignt 
sid,e is the value. They we,re <1eslgned 
by M. Wotorski, and printed in the 
National Printing Office in Krakow. 

The values, colors, a nd for what 
purpose is as follows: 

5 Zloty, brown, for inland postal 
card. 

6 Zloty, black-bluish, for foreign 
printed matter. 

15 Zloty, bright Carmine,, inla nd let-
ters. 

18 Zloty, dark green, foreign cards. 
30, Zloty, blue, for eign r egistered due 
35 Zloty, purple, for inland reg's-

tered letters. 
24 Million copies of the 15 Zloty 

value were ord•ered and 4 millip n each 
of th e other denominaUons. As these­
stam·ps are placed more an d more into 
,circulation the stamps or .the ·"Polish 
Culture" and "Wo.rking World" series 
wiill be wihd,ra wn as will all other spe ­
cial a nd occasional series. So nex t 
year, one shall be able to purchase 
only the ordinary (Pres ident) S'~amris, 
airmails, and occasional new issues. 

Rayall de Ragan 
Roman Rein owski 
Przeg lad F\ila t e lis ty _ z n y 

Since r-eceipt of above releases, the 
following issu es have been rece1ved, 
5 Zloty, s·ho ws two workers, one with 

banner, other with hammer, pr .. nt­
ed in red. 

15 Zloty, shows Mark Engels, Lenin 
a nd Stalin, prjnted in g,reen . 

25 Z loty, shows Ludwing Waraszy nski, 
printed in blue. 

J. J. D. 

The 50 Zloty Centaur Air Mail of 
Poland has been received imperforate. 

J. J. D. 

Member Vine. Domanski, Jr., got a 
second for his "United States other 
than regular postage" at ,SEPAD held 
in Philadelphia, November 15 to 20, 
19>48. Member S. F. Kunicki got a 
third in the "Specialties Class." Con­
gratulations to you both. 

One of the judges of the show w a s 
member qtephen A. Riich. 



The "Old" Polonus Magazine 

Some of our members have been in ­
quiring as to how t h ey can obtain 
copies, of the original Polonus Maga ­
zine published several year s ago by 
member Henry J . Ch oyn acki. Th e fol ­
lowing le.tte.r written to President :\1i ­
kucki is self- explanatorr: 

"Dear Mr. President:- Your lettu 
r eceived today in r efer ence to the "Old 
Polonus Magazine.. is timely, indeed . 
be-cause I have j ust go t thru del vin g 
into some of my stamp accumu la tions 
an d ·into · neglecte d cartons containing 
issues of the original Polonu s Maga ­
zine, with the result that I have bee,1 
ab le to complete exactly 25 complct~ 
volumes~containin.g the 13 issu.;s-­
unbound. 

"Your suggestion that Polonus' many 
n ew members will be interested in ob ­
taining t h ese volumes m a y be c01· ­
rect. In the disposal of them i, too , 
w ould prefer to give P olonu s the first 
opportunity to obtain them. 

"If you believe this service would Le 
appreciate d by the m em bers, you h ave 
my permission to insert an item in 
the PB t o that effect. '.rhe price will 
be $2. oo, per volum e po.s.tpa id and the 
orders shou ld be sent to m e d•irect . 
Of cou rse it will be-'firs,t come, f ir ::;t 
ser ved.' 

"l!~urth er search reveals several cop ­
ies of each of the 13 issues with t he 
exception of No. 6. This C'<O. 6 issu,e 
i s exUnct except for the . opies con ­
tained in the above menti on ed 25 vol­
umes. Any of these indi vidua l i.S8U ed 
w ill be sent singly or in groups of any 
combination a t 25c per copy postpaid. 
Here again I am sor r y to say th .1t 
there are just a few copies of some 
of the issues. 

"I might m ention tha t is,su e No. 2 
h as a photo (and iden.tifying diagrnm) 
of that m emorable orga n izational m (.et­
ing of POLONUS which took place J n 
February 26, 19•39, at the V eteran's 
Home on VVood S treet in Chicago. A 
group picture of members of th e Pul­
aski Philatelic Club of Detroit is also 
,in this issue. Issue No. 11 is tbe one 
a nd only 'Special Edition'-it is the 
P.olpex III 1942 Exhibition Number 
containing a detailed list of Exhi bito rn 
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a nd a description of their exhibits. Jt 
also conta in s a ,complete lis t of POL­
O~US mem herR of that year- &0m e or 
whom, as you kn ow- were kflled ii'1 
the late war. 

"Then th ere are th e incompar ub le 
Wolosewick-Gapin ski arti~les on the 
Kralrnw issues which are a 'm ust' 
reading for eve ry col lector of th e 
stamps of Poland. How e ver, a s th ose 
of us who have a com ple te. volu m e 
knov{-every issue is a n interesting is­
sue. 

"With best wish es, l r ema in, (SJ 
Henry J. Ch oynacki." 

So th ere you h:1 ve all the n ecessary 
inform a ti on f e ll ow - m embers. Make 
your remit tan ces dirccL to : Henry J. 
Choynacki, 5019 W . 29 S t., Cicero .:; o, 
Illinois. 

"Dear D r . Galnsl<iewic>: : Pl e1.se. ac ­
cept our sincere thanlrn for th e splen ­
did information yuu sent us regar;l­
ing th e B rother Al he. rt .Cl1 rnielowski 
stamps. We en joyed reading the L ul­
letin of the Polonus Philateli,c S-ocie r.y. 

" '\-Ve regret t hat si tuated as we a r .:> 
it will be imp cs~ible f'•or u s to jo in 
the Society b ut we appre iale yo r 
kind invita tion to clo so. \.Ye are jus t 
'hobby coll ector s ' on a small sca .e, 
Sis.ter :\Iatilcla a nd I , but occas·ionally 
we come across a st1 ange sta:np and 
try to ascer tain i ts h ·story. 

"Thanking you again for your c ou i' ­
tesy, and wi :h hest w ishE,s . l a m, Very 
truly yours, (S) Si ste r 1\/L A , su m pta 
( l.,o r etto, Ky.) 

l h a ve 1< iven much thought to r.he 
question. ho '. : ca n we maim t h e BU L­
LETii\' sen'C' ou 1· m em , ers better a.1d 
are w e takil!g every ad\anta~e of its 
use? \Vi t h out a d ou bt, ~oo cl artic les 
are hard to o 'J t a in. I n g la n cing thro sgh 
the B ulletin w e find that the same 
men are wi-iti ng the arti cles monr h 
after m onth, an cl yet, whe n w e look 8 t 
the mem ber.;hip list and fin d th e 
names of m ;st of the best infot·rned 
colle-ctors of Poland in philately, we 
begin to won der why should it be so 
diffi,c u lt to gJt good arti Jes? 

"The fa il u1 e of the H.ULLETli\ c a n­
not be charged t o t he PU,BI.ifCATIO:\' S 
COMMITTEE or th e 'EDITOR if s uf ­
ficient m aterial is not g iven to t h e m 
to do a d ecent job, but with 300 mem ­
bers on our roster it should not t ,e 
such a job should it? B ut it is! And 
here are some of t h e reason s we get: 
Tm t oo busy,' 'l don· t w r ite we:J,' ur 
'If the editor wou ld tell me what to 



tran slate, I would do it,' etc. 
" It never seem s to occu r to s om e 

tha t the work bei ng done is by mem­
b ers who probably h ave less time than 
those s ayin g 'I am too lJusy.' ·~·o th ose 
who say; '[ do not "Titc we ll enougl1,' 
t he ecl : tor w i ll ta k e care o f t ha t ­
that is what he is there for, a nd ro 
those w h o wou ld l ike to translate. why 
n o t use a li tt le inithtive a nd s ur ;n·ise 
the Peli tor? 

"Now t o those wh o si n cerel v would 
like to help. I recentl y receiverl a le t­
te r from a m e mber, the di ;est of' w ·1 ich 
is as follows: 

"For som e years I have been try ing-
to make a n intensive study of th e 
p late flaws of the F irst D efinitive and 
Small Eag le Tssu es, without iJe in g· a- t 
Ille to g ive a ny scientific explan a tion 
as to t heir origin. Th ere seems t o he 
nothi ng- definir,ely known as to the 
exac t m eth ods em ployed to produce 
the printin g- p lates . The authorities s'l 
far are almost s ilent on this basi , 
matter. T he IKAR OS· h a nclboo1<, I be­
lieve, in the introduction makes ref­
erence to t he su b j ect of photogr aph y . 
but it is not clear how th e ,p lioto ­
p-r aphs were etched or transferred t.o 
a printing plate. In complet e kn ow led g·e 
is in som e ways worse than n o know­
i,, clg e . Also, it is not known ho\v th e 
,.r,eets were printed . There m ay ha~ e 
heen a su ccession of plates fo r each 
val u e \\"hich produced sh eets of 100 
s tamps, but I a m inclin ed to th ink 
t'iat th is is not the ca se a nd t h a t a 
,·e1·y large in i t ial prin ting was made 
, ! each value f;"om plates which con­
tained two or more pa nes of 100 su b­
jects a nd su bsequ ently cut up in to 
P ost Offi e sheets of 100 stamps . As 
n g u ess I w ou ld suggest th e lower 
values of th e F irst defin itives were· 
printed in p a nes of 4 with possibly 2 
1,an es for each of the higher val ues, 
alth ougl1 I'm qui te prepared to bel ieve 
t hat I may be wrong so far as the 
Mark a nd Koron a valu es are concern­
ecl. I ba~e my views on the fac t t h at 
in th f' lower va l ues there are cert a in 
f!ftws which appear to have been r e ­
produced in every sheet. To quo t e a 
fe w examples : 'there is "the ball ,m 
the ser if" of th e figure 3 in t he 20th 
position of the sh eet of th e 3 F en 
va l11 e,' 'the Y or ·'inv erted 4" flaw in 
pos. 33 ancl the defective "L"' in pos. 
•4 5 of the 5 F en, the capped 'A,' pos. 
66 a nd the color line in t h e left spear 
-o[ pos. 83 of the 20 Fen .... Mor e ex ­
amp les could be g iven, but this is 

sufficien t t o ind•icate m y · m eaning . On 
the other h a n cl, th ere a r e a vast num-
1,e i· of flaws which, alth ough contained 
in original sheets appear to com e in 
on e particular pan e, such as the 'n o 
stop' vari e ties in th e top r ow of a 
sh ee t of the 20 l~en or both 'A'.s ' cap­
ped in pos. 5 of another sheet of the 
~a m e ,·alue. There is,. of .course, a 
multitude of others, a s y,ou no doubt 
know. 

"Th is does, I think, incl-icate tha t 
there must of ·been some -sor t of mast­
e r pla te for each value from ·which 
each a nd every p a ne was produced. 
Also, there seems to be s om e in cl ica­
tion particu la rl y in th e higher vaLes 
that ce rta in flaws are clefi"nite ly co!· ­
J"ec tecl or remo,·e cl f'rorn the plates. [ 
can find no o t h er J"eason wh ich · will 
accou nt fo r t he apparent sea1·city of 
ce rtain wel l known flaws, s u ~h as the 
'h a l f moon' variety or t h e 'stag' head 
var ie ty in the One Mark, as com pared 
w ith t h e comparative com m onn ess .vf 
m a ny of t h e other flaws. In y ears g one 
by, I acq uired a large num ber of t hes e 
s ta mps from t he late C J lon el L a rki ng·. 
Unfortunately , in thos e clays I d•icl no t 
know so much a bout th e probl em as I 
do today a n d, therefore, I never t ook 
u p this matter s eriously with my old 
friend. I have an id ea, h owever, • that 
he kn ew more about th ese things tl1an 
is printed in his lon g series of a r ticles, 
which , of course cam e out m any years 
ago (Eld : Gibbon s Stamp Montnly , 
Oct. 1929 to Aug. 1932). An examina ­
tion of the L arking collection may 
pro \'id e a solution to t h e points I have 
rais ed . 

·•1 have said very little abou t th e 
~mall E agles, b ut the sam e problems 
exist t h ere, complicated by the fact 
that sheets with or wi thout m Jrginal 
r ule appea r t o c ontain ident ical fl a ws. 
Here again,. f laws w ere co rrected ancl 
I have one or two pi e·ces wh'.ch [ lhink 
prove this in a rather pretty way. I 
will g i ve you deta ils of this later " n 
sho uld yo u be inte r es ted. You rnig:H 
like t o place my letter before a meet ­
ing of the Society. Ev en ff the prem ­
ises are ba s Ecl on in tu ition rather than 
fact, th ey might , I th in k, prov ok e an 
interesting discussion w h ich m ight 
yield some hard fa cts. Hard facts seem 
to be in very s hor t supply as far as 
these m atters are con cerned.'' 

"Analyz ing th e above letter it wo:.ilcl 
seem that these are the four ques­
tion s that m ust be answer ea: 

1) Exactly how were the printing 
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plates madB and a t what stage did 
the plate flaws develope? 

2) What is the full size of each V"al­
u e? 

3) v'i'hich flaws are co mmon to a ll 
sheets and which are constant on 
only one of the panes? 

4) An a nalysis to show which flaws 
come together in conjuniction on 
each particular type of pane. 

"Possibly, no one person has a ll 
the a n swers , so if an) or our members 
can answer a ll or part of this lette1· 
I shall be happy to act as a clearing 
house to tabulate all returns a nd write 
up a consensus. This ha s the makings 
of a good series of original research, 
and I am sure that g reater results can 
be ob t a in e ·l by as1<i n g a ll 6f you to 
co - operate. rather than limit the pro­
blem to n.em ers here .in Chicago. 

" Members like Vincent D omanski Jr., 
V. Rachman~v. Myron Steezyniski, Jacl< 
Loli senz, Rayall d e Ragan and Stan· 
islaw Mikstein probably can a n swer 
a ll of th ese question s, and then m aybe 
one of our silent member.s has the 
answer. In a,1y even t, let's start a n e w 
innovation in philatel;' . A clu 'i forum 
by m a il with a published result ot • 
the opin ions. 

"Remember! All questions n eed not 
be a nswered by any o.ne individual. 
You answer only those you know. 

"Address all lettBr,s to J. J. Domar, 
371 5 Clinton A ve. , Berwyn, Illinois, U. 
S. A. P. S . Maybe you have a question 
you want proposed to the forum. Let 
m.e have it also." J. J. "b. 

T IDB ITS 

N-orth Shore P. S. is to h old its a n­
nual NORPEX show and boµ rse !Fri ­
day thru Sunday, February ··•4, 5, 6, 
19-49 at the Edgewater Beach Hotel. 
Admission will be free. 

Attention is called to the member­
ship that the first meeting of POL­
ONIUS PHTuAT,ELIC SOCIEl'l'Y for 
1949 will be on January 14. This meet­
ing is a very important one in that 
nominations for officers for the en ­
suing year will be h eld. 

• * • 

The best of luck to ou r President, 
C. M ikucld, who j ust recently opened 
a Shoe Store at 1943 No. Dam en Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. We are s ure he wilJ be 
happy to welcome any of our members 
who may be in the vicinity. 
69-.8 

This is what burns me: In the De­
cember 11 issue of Stamps there are 
·3 ads advertising a "completeset" of 
t he General Government issues for 
sale--on e states 170, the other 168 and 
one 165-as t h e complE-te set. S cotts' 
list 164. . . 

It is with regret that we learn that 
member Robt. A. Wilson,. who h as berm 
at the American Embassy in Warsaw. 
has been transferred to the American 
Legation, Pretoria, Union of South Af­
rica. 

Mr. Wilson was one of our faithfu l' 
contributors of NEW I8'S,UE informa­
tion. 

• • • 
We noticed that at the IMABA 1948 

held in Basie, Switzerland , a special­
ized co-Uection of Polish post-war 
stamps exhibited by t h e Polish Mu s­
eum was awarded a Gold Medal (of­
ficial class). In a ddition Polonus mem ­
b•ers Mr. Tad,eusz Gt'yz~wski, Lodz 
(entires 1944-1948) and Mr. Rayall de 
Ragan, Poznan (th e fig ht of Upper Si­
lesia against the Germans in 1920-
1921 on the pages of a specialized col­
lection). I wonder if they will exh ibit 
>:. t P oipex? 

• • • 
•I noticed that another Spe: ialist 

group• h as been organized in New York 
for the collectors of Austria. T he P0-
lonus Philatelic Society extend,s to 
their officers a nd m em ber.s ou r sin­
cere good wishes for a successful or­
ganization. Anyone interested m ay 
write to J osep h F. Bush, 61 West 7'4th 
St., New York 23, New York. 

Prof. Stanislaw M!k,stein, Tarnow­
,skiego 7, Krakow 14, Poland, sent a 
very n ewsy letter to our ChBster Mi­
kucki a nd wishes to be r-emembered to 
all m ernbers of Polonus. The professor 
has just r e turned to Krakow from 
Krynica, where h e spent several weel{s 
recuperati.ng after a recent illness. 

• • • 
The off"icer.s of POLONUS PHILA· 

TElLLC SOCIETY and PUBLICA­
TION S COMMITTEE wish~ to t ake 
this opportunity to wish a ll the m em­
bers a Very Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy, Prosperous New Y,ear. 

• • • 
The Poznan Phila t elic Society a lso 

extends the Seaison's Greetings t o all 
memibers of t he POLONUS PHILA­
TELIC SOCIETY. 
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