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Eight,een:th century Polish stamp­

less ,covers are not plen tiful. Even an 
adequate listing of th em ,has hardly 
been avai lable hitherto. The most ad­
equate record of them Is in Dr. Mll,­
stein's 1917 book, published by "Ikar-· 
os" at Bia!y,stok. This is in Polish. 
The only listings in our language are 
those in the Domanski & Rich ar.tkle 
nf 1942 (Stamp Specialist, Orange 
Book) , and in my article adding there­
to -(Stamps, Feb. 28, 1944). By a cur­
ious mischance, Dr. MiksteLn',s r ecords 
as published, were n ot available to 
Mr. Domanski and myself when we 
wrote In 1942. Thanks to Mr. W. E . 
Harriman of Ooulsdon , Surrey, Eng­
land, it is now possible to combine 
-th e Mikstein Information -with what 
we previ-ously had, for a compreh en­
siv,e listing. 

Poland's "earlies" to 1800 fall into 
fo-ur groups, with only two aberrant 
items outside them. These are the 
groups: 
1. Crown and initial. 
2. Crown and posthorn wl:th o~fice 

name in circle·. 
3. Reversed "white Jetter" :crown a nd 

.posth orn In oval with o.ffi.ce name. 
4. S traight line marks. 

There is no Ume-sequen,c-e of these 
types. All four were used slmultan-

3 
eously, and apparently without any 
particular: size o,r typ e of office using 
any particular type. They begin thus: 
Cro•wn and Initials in 1773; Crown and 
posthorn circles In 1773; straight Jines 
in 1775; and reversed white Jetter 
-ovals In 1785. Thus the only sure fact 
is that the reversed- letter ovals begin 
a decade later .than the other types. 

The Crown and initial tYJ~ i,s adapt­
ed from the postmark typ·e in use In 
France at that period. The French 
type is without :b,order but most Polish 
examples haV'e it. The s ·traight line 
types are exact replicas of those ;n 
use in various countries of Western 
Europe at this period. But t 'he two 
Crown -and-posthorn types are Polish 
desig,ns, not previo·usly found else­
where. 

Crown and initial type marks known 
are, as shown in Fig. 1; (all in black) 
D in oval 16x18 mm. ; Dubno, Nov. 10, 

17,89. 
K in oval 15 x 17 mm.; Krakow, July 

15, 1787. 
L in oval 14 x 15 mm. (perhaps a 

poorly struck :circle ); Lublin, 1780 
to 1791 (also used later u n der for­
eign rule to 1802) . 

W in 20 mm. c1r.cle; Warsaw, 17'73 to 
1786. 
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W ln 16 mm. circle; Wlarsaw, 1778 to 
1787. 

W without border; Wars.aw, F•eb. 24, 
17901 and Jar:. 17, 1794. 

Straight lines kno,wn a re, as shown 
in Fig. 2; (all in black) 
Ki0 1W.NO, gothic capitals 3x13 mm. 

1792-1795. 
MINSK, roman capitals 3x13 mm. box­

ed, single-line box 5x15 mm., 1783·-
1784. (From M'insk Litewski) . 

M[NSiK, reversed or white letters on 
•black ground, whi.te d ou b.Je line 
border; box 7x23 mm . Two lines 
of wording; (Jette-rs b efore and 
after town are r eally ornaments cf 
approximate shape) 

UC MINSK OU 
R. 1778 IAN ur 

MJTAU, itatics, 4x21 mm,. ca111tals, 
March 29, 177•5. 

Petricovia, roman upper an d lo·w,~r 
case, 4(caps) /2 (Le.) x 21 mm. 
1781 (From Piotrkow). 

Crown and posthorn types· are, as 
shown in -Fig. 3 (all in black save one 
from Zamosc): 
BIALYSTOK, 17 mm . circle, Dec. 1797 
BIE'LSK, 16 mm. with wreath intstead 

of plain outer •horder and c rown 
in border art top , 1778 and 1779. 

BIE'DS'K, 15 mm . circle, Nov. 3, 1784. 
CRACOVIA, 16 mm. circle, March 21, 

1'773. 
GRODN'O, 15 mm. circle, Dec. 20, 1786, 

Mar. 30, 1787, 
KALI:Se:, 15 mm., 1787 
KiRZE)MIE,N,lJElC, 21 mm. double bor­

der circle, Apr. 5, 1788. 
KRZEM!ENlEC, 17 mm. double bor­

der circle, 17'90. 
KRIZE'MlENI•EC, 17 mm., very close 

·double bord·er circle (looks like 
single), date not known. N·ot the 
same as the 1790 ty.pe. 

LElOIPOLIS, double border oval 16x20 
mm. , prior to 17'79 but date not 
exa·ctly ~nown. From Lwow. 

LU.OK, 16 mm., 1789. Crown and p.ost­
horn very sketchy and a lmo•s t like 
long blo,bs in only pictured copy. 

MEIRiECZ, 17 mrm. circle, Dec. 10, 1786. 
M!lTAU, 17 mm. circle, 1783. 
Bl'kSKI, oval 23x20 mm., 1791. 
PULAvVY, 18 mm. circle , 1789. 
TORVN, 18 mm. :circle; K IP a nd PP 

each side of crown; date unknown 
W I NN'IC'A , 16 mm. circle, 1778. 
ZA:M;O,SC, 16 mm. circle, 168 black; 

red at unknown date. 
Crown and posthorn white letter 

ty,pes known are, a s shown in Fig. 4; 
(all in black) 
BIELSiK, 15xl 7 mm. oval, no white 
'l,7-~ 

border line, 17·8•5, 
BRZESC, doub.Je white border, outer 

one of white d ots , OV'al 15xl 7 mm., 
1792. 

PREN·Y, single white border, 18 mm. 
circle, Aug. 19, 1793. 

'l'ULCZitN, double white border, oval 
19x21 mm. 17-85, 1788. 

'l''Wo· Austrian marks, in the pai-ts 
of Poland seized bY Austria, are much 
like rthe crown a nd· posthorns, but 
have the Austrian d•ouhle eagle in­
stead of crown. Both in black: 
C'ASBWLR, 18 mm. circle, date un­

known, but is 1795 or later, from 
Kasimierz. 

LEMBEIRG, 18 'mm. wavy ·circle, 1776. 
From Lwow. 

'Dwo aberrant m a rks found on Pol ­
ish early stampless complete the list: 
20 mm. circle, July 14, 17•88, with 

KAMIEN: 
PODOL: in two lines between 
rules, with rule be tween and short 
rules at top an'd bottom within 
circle. Crudely hand-cut. 

24/19 mm. double circle? March 21, 
17·92, use d from Miedzyborz: 
Between circle: 
FIZYLIE. ARiKO. BATAiLLION: 
In center: MILITA 

RIA 
in two lines with line above and 
'helo-w across inner circle. 

This list is beHeved to include ev­
.ery 18th Century Poli&h S!tampless 
listed by Polanski, R a chmanow, Mik­
stein, Doma nski and mys elf in any 
publication anywh er e. It is t'he first 
attemp,t at s uch a listing in the Eng­
lish language. 

MISSING BOOKLET 
A small volume on PoHsh Stamp­

less CoV'ers presen,ted to the Society 
by Prof. Mikstein has been missin3' 
from our library for some time. Mem­
bers a r e asked to check and see 1f 
they have thJs mis•slng booklet. It is 
needed badiy. An ar:ticle on Stam·pless 
Covers is being formulated and: this 
,booklet is n eeded to comp,lete it. 

AN APPEAL FOR ARTICLES 
FOR THE BULLETIN 

The Publications Commi:ttee is in 
need of articles for future .issues of 
the BULLETIN. If y,ou have thought 
of writing on some phas·e of Polish 
philately which interests you, we urge 
you to do so. Send materia l to Chester 
Makowsld, 2215 W. Cortez Sit,. Chi­
~o 22, Ill. 



Stwosz, Giant of Polish Art 
by Jo hn Switalski 

(Reprinted from LINN'S' WEIDKLY STAMP NEWS) 

Four centuries ago a n old sculptor, 
la ying aside his hammer, his ohlsP,l, 
and his carving knife, pass ed inrto the 
Great Beyond. Llttle today Is known 
a·bout the life of Wit Stw,osz burt a­
mong art lovers the· wo-rld over his 
name is honored and remembered 
fr.om his works which rank him among 
the great masters of the m'id'dle ages. 

The masterpiece of Stwosz is the 
high altar of S<t. Mary's Church in his 
native ci.ty of Krakow, that most in­
te r esting of all Polish towns. Carved 
entirely from wood, it forms a huge 
triprtydue which, when closed, has the 
appe-a·rance of a box, 42 fee t high and 
35 feet wide, on which are carved 
twelve -beautiful scenes fro·m the life 
of Christ and His Mother. When op­
ened, a magnificenrt sight greets the 
eye. On ea;ch of the stde wings are 
three more biblical sc-enes a nd l:n the 
vast middle section, with statues of 
greater than life size, l:s depteted +,he 
death of Mary in the arms of the 
Apostles and Her .A:ssumprtion into 
Heaven. One cannot but be awestrick­
en by the tremendous dramwtic po-wer 
and realism that characterizes this 
work of art, whic>h unquestionab ly \s 
the finest exampie of wood-carving in 

. the whole wide world. • Possibly the 
only works that can approach it are 
the creartions ,of the s ame artist in 
Nuremberg, Ger.many. ·A.Jso to he 
found in this church is a re.markable 
stone-·carved crucifix which illustrat es 
the wide versat!lirty of Stwosz's gen­
ius. 

After having embellished his native 
-city with monuments in wood, In irton 'i\ 
and in bronze, the sculpto-r, whose 
fame ha d spread throughout Europe 
was invited to Nuremberg. There, Veit 

' Stoss, as the Germans called him, be­
came the i-nspi-ration of the famous 
Nuremberg School which produce<! Al, 

·b-recht Durer, Adam Kraft and Peter 
Vischer. 

Early in 1933 the Polish postal a u­
thorities announced that a stamp 
would be issu ed commemorating· t he 
400th anniversary of the death 0! 
S'twosz. However, when the time came 
to decide upon the type of stamp, 
the officials r ealized It would be im­
p.ossible to r eproduce sartisfact'orily a 
photograph of the artist's m asrterprece, 
the hi·gh altar in Krakow's Chureh c f 
Mary. This altar is so vast that on 
the largest of stamps a picture of it 
would neve r show clearly enough even 
the principal figures in <th e m a in por­
tion of the a ltar. A picture of a frag­
m ent of the a lta r was a lso quite un­
satisfactory. Whart to do? After going 
into a huddle the officials decided .to 
issue a .series of 32 special stamped 
postcar ds, each b-earl.ng a p-icture ,,,f 
a fragment, with titles in Polish and in 
French . With the exception of one, a ll 
of .the pictures on th e pos.t ·ca rds show 
sections of the altar. The one excep­
tion is the picture of the crucifix In 
the side a isle of the same church. 

In spite of the appear a nce .of <these 
po.st car'ds, P olish phllatelists still 
wanted a po.stage stamp and contin­
ued their demands until the author­
iti-es heeded. 

The Wit Stwo:sz Commemo,rative is 
the largest Polish stamp that has no 
far been issued , m easurin g nearly two 
inc hes in leng th a nd one and one­
eight inches in wi'dth. Because of this 
unusually large .size the picture shows 
fairly distinctly the main g roup in 
<the :central section of the a ltar. Though 
i,t is an exceptionally attractive stamp, 
anyone who has n ot ha d the good for­
tune to see this altar cannot begin 
to ap,preeiiate its beauty fr,om the pic­
ture that it bears. 
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A Discussion About Counterfeit Stamps 
by Julian T. Baber, U. S. Secret Service 

(Reprinted from STAJMiPS of April 16, 1949) 

Editor' s Note: The following is an 
address delivered by Julian T. Baber, 
U. S . Seeret Service, before the Collec ­
tors Club of Washington , D. C., March 
29. 1949. 

Any discussion of counterfeit stamps 
before a group of stamp coUeotors, it 
Sf•Cms to me, is comparable to carrying 
eoal to Neweastle, f.or the collector 
whp graduates from the beginner cla;ss 
is always on the qui vive for bogus is, 
sues, which he shuns lns.tlnc,tlvely 
through his abil!ty to detect their 
fraudulent .character. The serious­
mjnded coHector provides himself with 
strong magnifying glasses, watermark 
detectors, perforaUon gauges, and 
other devices useful in id·entificati:on '.)f 

cert,a,in genuine as well as counterfe.it 
issues. He a lso may have access to 
laborato·rie,s fitted with ultra-violet 
and infra-red lighting -equipment. 
Such collectors are truly students cit 
the Ho,bby of Kings. 

The counterfeiter who turns· to pos­
tage stamps is generally an expert in 
the graphic arts field. Nevertheless, 
reg,ar,dless of his skill as a hand en ­
graver, photo engraver, or lithograph­
er, his handiwork can not stand the 
s,crutlny of close inspection. F'aulty 
gumming is one of hds weakness-,s, 
and his success with the perforating 
machine has never been noteworthy, 
notwithstanding the availabmty of 
modern devices des,igned for this pur, 
pose. 

As j ealous guardians of United 
States currency, coinage, and other 
Federa l obligations, the Secret Serv­
ice wages war relentle-s-siy agains,t 
that segment of the underworld which 
ventures in to the counterfeiting field. 
Whenever a bogus postage stamp ap­
pears, the urge to suppress it arouses 
as murc h interest on the part of the 
Secret Serv.ice as a new counterfeit 
bill, even though the penalty for th3 
offense is not quite as severe. 

Regarding counterfeiters of pos,tage 
stamps, the United States Criminal 
Code, Section 5°'1, Title 18, which was 
revised by the 80th Congress, has the 
f.o1Jowing to say: 

"Whoever forges or counterfeits any 
JJOs,tage s,tamp, o-r ,any stamp printed 
upon any .s-tamped envelope, or pos:taI 
card, or any die, plate, or engraving 
therefore; or 
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"V\1.hoever makes or prints, or know­
ingly uses OT sells, or poss·esses wJth 
inten t to use or sell, any such forged 
or counterfeit po.stage sta:mp, stamped 
envelope, pos,tal card, die , plate, ur 
engraving; or 

"Wboever makes or knowingly us -?s 
or sells, or possesses wi,th in-tent 1o 
use or sell , any paper bearing the w .~­
termark of any stamped envelope·, er 
postal card , or any fraudu lent imita­
tion thereof; or 

"\V,hoever makes or prints, or au­
thoriz,es to be made or p,rinted, any 
pDstage stamp, s,tamped envelope, e r 
postal cand, of the kind authorized 
and provided by the Post Offdce De- • 
partment, without the spe0ial author-
ity and direction of said depa!'tment; 
or 

"Whoever after such postage• sta:m,p, 
stamped envelope, or postal card has 
been printed, w,!,th intent to .defraud, 
delivers the same to any person not 
author,ized b y an instrument in writ­
ing, duly executed under the hand of 
the Postmaster General and seal of the 
Post Office Department, to receive it 

"Shall be fined not more than $500 
o·r im·p,rLsoned not more than five 
years, or both." 

SecUon 502 ,(formerly Semion 3-49) 
relating to pos,tage stamps of foreign 
governments reads as follows: 

"W.hoever forges, or counterfeits, or 
.knowingly utters or uses any fOTged 
or counterfeit po·stage stamJ) or reve­
nue s•tamp of any for eign g,overnment, 
shall be fined not more than $500 or 
i-m:pr,isonecl not more than five years, 
or both." 

Insofar as the Secret Serv,ice is c.on­
cerned, a counterfe,it stamp has the 
same s tatu,s as a counterfeit coin or 
,!:Jill , and whenever one comes -to our 
att-ention, either through observ·ation 
or information, -it -is our duty to seize 
it and invest-igate• its origin as far 
as possdble. It has been -saiid -that many 
stamp collectors have a few counter­
feits in th eir albums-some as space 
fillers , perhaps-and there are others 
who maim a sp·ecialty of collect,ing 
counterfeits. I a m quite sure these col­
lectors are unaware that it is illegal, 
under existing s,tatutes, to possess 
such stamps, and they wiII probably 
voice violent 11rotest when the,y are 
caJled upon to surrender •them to the 



government. F'or the information ot 
collectors, as well as dealer-s, in ,thi-s 
category, Section 492, Title 18, of the 
U. s. Criminal Code reads as follows: 

"All counterfeits of any co-ins o·r ob­
ligations or o•ther secur,itie·s of the 
United States or of any fore ign gov­
ernm.en t, or any articles, devices and 
other things. made, possess,ed, or us ed 
in violation of this Chapter, or of Sec·­
tion 331-33, 335, 336, 642, or 1720, of 
this Title, or any materia l or appar­
a•tus used or fi:tted or -intended to oe 
used, in the making of such counter­
.feits, articles, devtces or things, found 
in the possession of any p er.son witi1-
out authority from the Secretary o:t: 
the Treasury or other p,roper officer, 
shall be forfeited ,to the United S,tates. 
Whoev er , .having the custody or con­
trol of an y such counter.feits, m aterial, 
ap,pa.ratus, a rticles, device,s, or other 
thin gs, fails or refuses to surre-nder 
possession thereof up-on r equest llY 

any a uthorized age-nt of :the Tre-asury 
D epartment, or other proper officer, 
sh a ll be fined not more than $100 or 
i"rnprisoned not more than one ye-ar, or 
both." 

ilt .has been argued by sorqe e ollec­
tor.s and dealers that cou nterfeit 
stronp,s· are necessary to their study 
of stamps to protect themselves a­
gainst bogus issues. As a stamp, col­
lector, I d-o no•t sulbscribe to thts the­
ory, eve·n if i,t were legal to possess 
counterfeit issue,s. In my o,pinion, Lhe 
best way to determine the valid,ity of 
a s•tamp is to examine the suspect 
Issue agains t a strump known to be 
genuine. In other words, if you know 
a genuine stamp when y,ou see it, you 
will not be deceived by a counterfoil 
of the same issue. In support of my 
opini"on, may I refer t,o a book hy 
Hermann Schloss, international stamp 
expert, intended as a guide for the 
student of stamps to .help him dis­
tinguis.h between genuine and coun­
t erfeit issues of the o.Jd German 
States. In thts tre,rutise, M·r . Schloss 
takes an en ti rely different approach 
to the study of counterfeits from that 
contained in other works. Instead of 
,pointing out the var-iations and dis­
·c r epancies in existing counterfeits, rie 
stresses the distinguishing character­
is•tics of the genuine stamp. And may 
I say that examination of a counter­
feit stamp of a certain issue w!ll 'lot 
help you to identifY' the distinguish­
ing characteristics ,of the genu ine 
.stamp which the counterfeit simulates. 

Suppose the average citizen should 

be p ermitted to possess counterfeit 
coins and bills for the reason I have 
just -outlined from the philatellc an­
gle. The· law provides that any per­
son possessing eounterfett coins r- r 
bills, knowing them to be ·counterfeit, 
must surrender them to any author­
ized agent of the Treasury Di;part­
m en t. If he refuses. to comply, steps 
will then be taken through the of.fices 
of the United States a ttorney having 
jurisdiction. To my mind, Section 492· 
is crystal clear, a nd I am confid ent 
stamp collectors gen erall y will observe 
its provisf.ons. 

In browsing a:mong local stamp 
.shops, I have observe.d couniterfeit 
United S.tate·s stamps on di.splay a nd 
it has 'been my duty to confiscate th,"m 
and ascertain something of their his­
tory. A few weeks ago, a local dealer 
e:JQhibHed C'ounterfe!ts of three U. S. 
newspaper stamps (S:eott Nos. PRl, 
PR2, and PR3. Genuine s,tamp,s of this 
issue were pdnted -in 1865 by the Na­
tional Bank Note C'ompany. Inquiry 
d-isclosed that the owner obtained the 
counterfeits in a miscellaneous col­
lection purchased at auction. On an­
ot1ie-r occasion it became necessary to 
seize a counterfeit 90c blu·e postage 
s·tamp of the 1857-61 issue. This coun­
terfeit was made in Germany soon af­
ter the date of original issue and was 
discovered among other stamps ac­
quired by a collector dur-ing a tour of 
Europe a fe•w years ago. Incidentally, 
these counterfeits were not offered 
for s-ale as • genuine, and the dealer 
was unaware· of th e provisions of Sec­
tion 50•1, Title 18. 

In conducting an e•ducational cam­
paign 10- years ago t o protect the public 
against counierfei-t mo-ney, which was 
circulating actively at that time, the 
Se:c·ret Service ad-opted the slogan 
"Know Your Money" and emphasized 
the point •that per.sons who know gen­
uine money will not be deceived by 
spurious issues. This slogan may W9ll 
-be considered b y stamp collectors in 
changing it to "Know Your Stamps," 
for collectors who know genuine 
stamps when they see them will not 
be fooled by bogus issues. 

Plans are being made by the Pro­
gram Committee for the 250th meet­
ing of the Society. This m eeting will 
fall on the second Frl'day in Novem­
ber. 

RESIGNED 
Mitchell Lis•iewicz 
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The Secret of Dr. Frank Disclosed! 
by Tadeusz Gryze.wski 

(T,ranslated from PRZEGI.JAD FILATELISTYCZNY) 

For a long time now t'here appearad 
in international phila,t elic publications 
a 20 groszy General Governm ent 
stamp showing "Gqvernor-Gene·r1l" 
Dr. Frank. 

The story that prevailed with this 
stamp was that when the Hitler ,·e­
gime wa s slowly dying out, Dr. Frank 
who lived a,t the king's castle at Kra­
kow, had visions of becoming the chiaf 
executive of the General Government. 
Seeretly he ordered the p-rinting uf 
stam1>s with his portra it on them at 
the Government Printing Off.ice at Vi­
enna. Hi•tler learned of this action and 
disapproved of i-t. 

The editor of the "Austria Ph!la­
telist" personally went to the Vienna 
Pr,irnting Office but could not trace 
the a;bove story. His hypothesis was 
thM ,these stamps were printed else­
where in Vienna by the Polish U nder ­
ground which was to use them on let­
t e rs containing death s entences sent 
.to high Nazi officials in the Genera l 
Government. 

The fact that the stamps were not 
,printed at the Government Printing 
Office-we can agree to as the stamp 
itself is crude in comparison. The pa­
per ls thinner, pe,rf,orate d 12½, the 
gum is different. Besides this the 
staimps do not have the margins we 
see on the regular General Govern­
m ent issues. 

The stamp is of a 20 groszy value 
olive brown in• color. 1't a,ppeared in 
London (br.ought t'here from Vienna) 
and there aroused inquiries. 

Quite by accident, I met a person 
who was a mediator with the Polish 
Underground and the a nti-Hitler Aus­
trian Underground. This person dis­
closed to me the secret of Dr. Frank. 

Being in Vienna in . 1943 a t the re­
quest of the Austrian underground, 
this person enroute to Warsaw took 
,along a parcel containing about 100 
of these stamp,s ,together with Aus­
trian Underground news,papers whi'ch 
i!lustrated this stamp and had an ex­
planator y article. The article said that 
Hitl er's power is -coming .to, an end, 
and that Dr. Frank who wants to be·­
come the head of the General Govern­
m ent has declared 'himself free of the 
influence of Hitler and Himmler, and 
evidence of this action is that h e or­
der.ed the Issuing of his special stam~s. 
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Th e mission af:11:er a successful land­
ing in Warsaw, was extended to an•!­
Hitler organization in Germany. The 
German Underground sent these news­
papers in envelopes franked with this 
stamp to numerous high Naz,i oft'lclals 
there. Evidently they wanted to con­
fuse and undermine the Hitler au­
thorities. 

During the occupation I saw or­
iginal letters franked with this s,tam,p 
tog.ether with a .pair of Hitler 2 gros­
zy stamps. R ecently, I re~e!ved from 
the President of the Vienna Police A. 
Klauser, a pho,tograph of an original 
letter with this stamp pastied on the 
back. Lt was ca ncelled "Warschau C 
2" with the letter "o" a nd the date 
"20.6.43-17." The letter is addressed 
to "Arlow Otto Dr., Wien 1/1, Franz 
Josefs Kai. 43." I learned ,from the 
Police Presid•ent tha t in the Police 
Criminal Section in Vienna, in the 
department that handles c-ounterfe!t 
stamps t!he re is another similar let­
ter. This letter was received in !ts 
time by the Detective Bureau in Vi­
enna from the Main Police Criminal 
Office in Berlin. The letter had thl9 
-stamp and the cance11ation "Kielce 
13. 6. 43" a nd wa.s addressed to "M. 
Bartolsa in Dortmund, Al'bert Voegler 
Str. 63, ewent. Sanatorium Glotterbad, 
S'ud<li'cher Schwarzwald 1:>y Freiburg 
and Br." This cover doe·s not have a 
.r eceiving cancellation as it wa,s con­
fiscated by the Police. The third let­
ter was reproduced in bhe "Austria­
P<hilatelist" 1:>ea'ringj the Dr .Jl1rank 
stamp and the cancellation "Warsohau 
C ", 20.6.43. 

As we see it, the Dr. Frank stamp 
was not officially issud nor was it an 
intended iss·ue. It was not posta lly 
issud but it was used on letters. With ­
out a doubt, it is a curiosity, r emind­
ing us of the so called "s.py stamps'' 



of Worl-d Wars I and II Issued by the 
Bureau of Intelligence. 

The question arises (a quesUon that 
is repeatedly asked ) d oes it belong in 
a collection? My opinion is that (if 
you can ge t one) it should be in a 
specialized General Governmen t col­
lection o,nly because of its historical 
connection-depecUng the situation at 
that time. 

INFO FROM POLONUS MEETINGS 
Another theme for the 19'50 P olpex 

seal has been suggested. Dr. Kozakie ­
wicz said that next year will be the 
550th anni-ver.sary of the m a rriage r,f 
th•e Polish queen J a dwiga to Jagiello 
of Lithuania whi-c:h resulted In th e 
Union of Lithua nia wrth Poland. 

A m embership drive was proposed 
by Barney Fialko-wski. Di•scussions 
followed, and it was decided to start 
the ball rolling next month. 

'l'reasurer Adam K oskowski r epor t ed 
a treasury balance of $600 .15 . 

Lately, a ft er every meeting of the 
Soci-ety we've been having a small 

Beeba. Food was prov!-ded at •different 
meetings by John Wendt, Dr. Kozak­
iewicz, and :b,y a regular Polonus visi­
tor -Sid Shayman. 

Congratulations to our newly mar­
ried member Thadde us Dombek . He 
attended the last m eeting fresh from 
his honeymoon ou,t West: 

NEW MEMBER 
J ohn C. Czarnowski 

14214 Maine S•treet, D etroit 12, Mich. 

APPLICATION PENDING 
Robert J. Dybas 

39 Hibbard. St., Amsterdam, N. Y. 

RE: PROF. MIKSTEIN'S ARTICLE 
Regarding the article "Postage 

Stamps an d Their Classifi.catlon in 
PoHsh Philately" by Prof. S. Mlkstein 
tha•t appeared in the .last two Issues 
of the BULLET1N, Dr. Kozakiewi cz 
summed uP the general attitude of the 
m embership. Dr. Kozakiewicz said that 
philatelists would agree with Prof. 
Mikste'in 100%, as he k ept his class ifi­
ca tion of stamps "straig ht to· the lin e." 

A first day cover from Czecho·sloval{ia with a commemorative set of Frederic 
Chopin stamps. The pictorial cancellwtion shows tha t the stamps were issued 
Jun e 24, 1949, at Prague. The stamp shows a portrait of the P olish pianist and 
composer, with the Polish National Theat er in the bacl,ground. The cachet 
reprodtrces a Chopin manuscript for one of his famous Prelud,es. (Cut courtesy 
WESTERN STAMP CO'LJLECTOR) . 



NEW ISSUES 

by Jack Comar 

The first of the n ew sertes printed 
by the modern offset methods, (bi ­
meta lHc offset) were releas,ed on July 
22nd which was the 5th anniversa ry 
of PKWN. A'1though this m ethod .s 
not as fine as, steel e,ngraving, it 's 
much superior to the old normal o.ff ­
set. 

T,h e set cons,i,sts of three values-10, 
15 and 35 zloty. 

On the 10 zloty- gray is shown the 
E a st a nd W est highway in Warsaw as 
seen from t h e S ilesia Bridg,e . The 15 
zloty-red, President Bierut, is simila r 
In d es'i'gn to the present issue, with 
the exception that it is enclosed wi:h­
,in four pane.Js. Across the top "Piec 
Lat Polski Ludowej" (5,th Anniversary 
of the present Polish Government). On 
bo,th sides is the •date 22-VI-1944 and 
a cross the :)ottom 15/Poczta Polsika­
two line/Zl. On the 3•5 zl. blue is sho .vn 
the n ew antenna of the Radfo station 
a t Warsaw. 

The 10 and 15 zl. stamps w er e d e ­
signed by Prof. Waclaw Borows ki , the 
3,5 z loty was designed by Mr. Ricln,rd 
Klecze wski. They w e re etoh e d by Bo­
guslaw Brandt (10 zl.), Ma rian R. Po­
,lak (15 zl.) and Stefan Lukaszewski 
(35 zl.) 

They w ere pdnted in sheets o,f 100 
and perforated-total issue'd l ,O'Ot!,000 
a nd printed in PvVPW in Lodz. 

It is probable that a ny commemor ­
ativ e issu es to b e releas ed until t~1 e 
1st of the yea,r w'ill be printed by off­
s et in PWP"\V in Lodz. The present 
current issue (.President B ierut) 3.r e 
printe d in Krakow. It is planned how ­
ever that after t'he fir s t o{ the year 
a ll stamps w ill be steel en graved. 

Th e mu ch discu ssed 500 zloty Air­
m a il stamp has' been · offic ia lly ap­
proved. The design h oy Mr. J. Wil c­
z y k, (on a background of a modern 
city, the torno of a worker is shown 
lookina skyward at a plane rly,ing by), 
Howe;'e r, since it is to be stee,1- en­
graved, it pro,bab ly will not a p,pear b 0-
J'ore early in 1950. H is a lso rumor ed 
that 2, 3 and 400 zloty values will a l ­
so be issued, 

T he G. P. 0. a nnounced tha t designs 
will be accepted for 3 n e w series. J st 
"Men of the Yea.r" Mickiewicz, Push­
kin, Slowacki, C hopin ; 2nd, 7,5th A n­
niver,sary of the U. P. U . ,(,three 1 e­
nominwti-ons); 3rd "30th Anniver,sary 
of the workers Trade Union (three de ­
nominations). Entries closed the 11th, 
1,7-8 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• ♦ • 
: PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE t 
i Ch ester ,v. Makowski, Chmn. : 

I 
221 5 ,v. Cortez St. fff 
Chi cago 22, Ill. 

Chester A. Schafer, Editor 
2144 W. Potomac , Ave. 

I 
Chicago 22, Ill . I+ 

Associate Editors this iseue 

Bert Powell 

.......................... 
20,t h a nd 30th o>f J uly respectively. 
Postal Cards 

On July 22nd the current issue cf 
carc1s will a ppear, but w it h two dif­
ferent eX"cerpts taken from speech es 
by President Bie,i,ut. 
Envelopes 

An imprinted 15 zloty stamp a lso 
was released on July 22nd. 'l"hey too 
contained 2 differ ent ex:ce-rpts from 
s,peeche:S by Pres~dent Bierut. 

A>t the same time a n imprinted 15 
zlo>ty (The Spring of Nations) envel­
ope with writing paper will b·e re­
Jea,s,ed for circ ulaUo n. 'l'he price of 
this envelop.e plus writing paper is 
20 zL- Printed in t h e Nation a l Print­
ing Office in Krakow, 

.J . B ienj,ecki 
Przegla d Fila t elistyczny 

POLONUS MEMBERS AND CALPEX 

At t-he r ecent OALPEX and 55th 
Annual convention ,of the S. P. A. hei'd 
at San F r a ncisco, August 18th to 21, 
m ember Ben Reeves was presented the 
Langerndorf M eda l for ,outstanding 
w,ork in t h e S'. P. A . 

Among the exhibi•tors and winn ers 
of awards at this show were m em ber 
Steve R ich with h is U nion of S o uth 
Afr ica exhi bit, member Leo J . T opolin­
ski with his Prisoner of W 'air~Wol­
denberg UC exhibit, and Cheste,r 
Schafer with his 19th Century P0Ja,1d 
exhih i•t . 

MEMBERS MART 
POLAND, mint, used and on ,cover. 
n ew is,s u es , FDC, Germany, Austria, 
etc. E ver ything on approval to mem­
bers of POL ONUS. Conditions and 
prices guaranteed to satisfy, 
,v ANTElD, offers from members in 
Poland. 

Joseph Bienieck!, 2509 East 2'3rd St., 
Granite City, Illinois, U. S. A. 
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