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WORLD'S GREATEST POLISH RARITY! 
by Bert Powell 

(reprinted with permissi<on of bhe S. P. A. JOURJNAL) 

Ever sinc·e 'J)hilateUsts hiave c-olle.ct­
ed Polis·h Stannps, one u:nique item 
has blazed its colorful trail th-rou'sh 
t he pages of the Polish philatelic r ec ­
ord! Almost legendary in •chiaracter , 
t his philatelic gem of the firsrt water 
·tas n ow f-ound a new h ome wi th a n 
in terniationally lm c,wn Chi,oo,go Polis h 
speci'alist. 

'I\he item is· a be:a.utiful MlINT 
BIJOC'K OF s,rx OF POLAND NO. 1-­
th e O!N-LY one known, a nd the larg­
e,st multiple piece of €dther mint or 
usedf--in existence! 'The n ew owner 
is Dr. L eon P . Kozakiewi'cz, SiP:A 9501, 
and a charter member of th e Polonus 
P hilate li'c Society, as w e.J1. Dr. Kozak­
iewicz pur,ch'as€d th•e clais·s.ic p•iece for 
a reported $1,000.00 in a Harmer auc ­
tion during Cipex 1947. Ezra Co.Je of 
New York acted as the agent in the 
momento·us t ransacti-on. Interest in 
th•e unique piece was world wide and 
bic1s w er e received' from P olis h spec­
ia lists ev,erywhere. 

'The im'J)orrtan1ce of this ra,re JjJock 
lies no t s,o much in the fac t that it !s 
t h e l'argest multiple knowrn--'which 1s 
a fact that would ad.d plenty of dis­
tinction in itself-BUT .. orf p•aramount 
importance are the mal'gins wh .i-ch are 
a p:wt o.f the block! These m iwgins 
render indisputable proof of the rath ­
er unusual p,late lay-out of Pola nd'i\ 
first stamp. It 'b•ecam e n eceissary here 
t o m ent!o,n the plate layout referr3d 
to, in ·order to establish the import­
ance o.f the marg ins previous'i y m en­
tion ed. P ola nd No. 1 was laid out in 
a plate of 100 s•u'bj•~ts. H owever, these 
sulbdects were divided into 4 panes of 

2•5 s1tamps· each (5x5). Center horizon­
tal and ve,rtioa l gutters d•ivid·ed the 
sheet i:nto the 4 panes,--or bl-ocks-­
pre.vious•ly referred to. The Dr. Kozak­
iewicz Mock is from the lo,w er right 
hand "blOlck'• anid has th e bottom ma1·­
g in a nd .. . the entire left gutter marg­
in as well, w hic h easily ena;bl es the 
Pol is.h student to r econstruct the pla te 
lay-ou t. The uniq ue p!-ece is· three 
s·tam 1ps wide and two st amps deep. 
The stamps contained in the b l ock 
are from th e 86-8·7-88 - 9·6-9-7 and 98th 
positionis; that is, if the stamps are 
counted from le1ft t o ri-g;ht in the €n­
tire sheet irrespecti v,e of the previous­
ly mentioned .gutters. 

This rare blo,ck is als:o ertrem ely in­
teresti,1g for another V€r y im'J)ort an t 
reas·o:n. Because af t h e la,ck o.f perfor­
ations in the actual mar.gins, the piece 
more or 1-es·s establis h es th e means 0f 
perfora,tion used. This p,hase oil' the 
blocks history is very thoroughly gone 
into,. in the very a,bly w r itten and 
scholarly report by Messr s. Vincent 
Domanski J r. S~A-LIM -45-7•046 - 11,nd 
8tephen G. Rich S.PA-LM-88-62-80 in 
the Blue Book o,f Harry L indqui<sl'i; 
Slta;mp ,81pecialist's Seri-es. 

As ,f,ar as is known, ,a photo of 
this unique g;em was firs-t pub lishe'd :n 
the ,beautifully illustra t ed, treatise 
written by Count W. de P ola nsk i and 
pu'blished in the Freruch langua~ in 
1920. The same elaJb'ora,te work was 
a-giain publ ished in Poli'sh in 1922 and 
a lso contained the .phot o of this rar­
i-ty. Again , a German version o-f th~ 
work was publish ed in 1935 by Mr. W. 
Ra;Chmanow and o,nce more • a like-
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ness Qf the famed blook graced the 
pages of the wor,k. Messrs. Domanski 
and Rich also depi'cted the hlock in 
the<ir arti-cle as mentione1d above. It 
appears on page 144 of the Blue Boo!, 
of th e Stamp Specialist series. The 
fo,rmer owner of t:he fa;m,ed gem was 
a Mr. J. Tislowitz, a well known Pol­
ish speici,a,li st of Warsa,w, who was 
one o•f the frumed collaborators of the 
Polish handbook, Ikaros, of whi•ch a­
bout 2 d,ozen copies exist in this coun­
t,ry. It Is generally beHeved that Mr. 
TLslowltz pul'chased' the unique piece 
In a Lond·on auction whe n the famed 
Po.lish collection of Agathon Faberg3 
O'f Helsinki, Finland, was placed on 
sale in about 1940. 

Faiberge was the court jeweler to 
Czar Nichol= II of Rus,sia and pro­
duced many beautiful ·creations· for 
the Russ•ian roya!ity. We, here in Chi­
cago had the privilege of viewin'\" 
many superb exaornples of F'aJberge's 
extremely talented handiWo·rk, w.hen 
MarS'h'all, Field & Oompany had a 
breath-taking exhibi't of the Russian 
Crown j ewels, in their store. One, very 
unusual piece which this• s•crlbbLw 
particularly recalls was- a wondrously 
wroug.ht egg of solid, heavy gold, elab­
oro:tely ornament•ed ~Ith many prec­
ious stones. It was al,so artis tically in­
crusted with beautiful enamel. A sec­
ret catch •could open the egg s•o that 
both halves would expose the fnner 
portion whkh ·con'tained. exquis1tely 
painted miniatures of the Czars fam­
ily. 'l'he egg was an Easter gift from 
the Czar to the Czarina, in ha-ppier 
day,s . Fabei,ge had a fabulous collec­
tion o.f the classi-c PoLand No. l's and 
when his hold'ln•gs were re}eas·ed for 
sale, the Polish philatelic world W'.LS 

truly enriched w,ith ·many miagn1fi­
cently historical SJ)'eclmens o,f which 
the blook mow owned by Dr. Kozakie­
wkz was considereclJ bY many as the 
rarest gem. 

FROM THE SEAL DIRECTOR: 

SII11ce the end .of 19,50 PoJ:pex exhLb!t , 
the response for the1 1950 s•eals has 
been great. RequeSlts for previous 
seals (first issue 19140) wMch continue 
throughout the year, .l ndi-cate a want 
for the various items, P.ol·onus has is.­
sued throughout the ye'ars. 

Should you be lacking some of the 
Po~pex items we ean still sup,ply a 
majority of items. 

Polonus has been c·omplimented in 
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the pa.st on t'he various sheets It has 
lssue'd and e•aJCh year about Polpex 
time I recei've many inquiries· abo:1t 
the new sheet. 

The BULLETJN with its wealth CYf 
Information on the stamps of Pol'and 
is also sough't by Poland collectors. 

1Should you be Ja,ck!ng s'Ome, ad' the 
Polpex items or Bulletins, we can sti:J 
supply you with most of them. 

Prices O'f Bullet1n1s1: 
# 2 to # 12 !nieluslve--2,0c per copy; 
From #3,1 on, but not lnicluding the 
lasJt 12 issues-15/0 per copy; Last 12 
issues at 10,o per copy. 

Seals: 
l940-25c per s·et; 1941-25,c per set; 
1943 to 1"947-15e per set; 19148 to 1950 
-20c per set. 

Beeba sheets: 
194-4-15\c per sheet; 1945-5,c per sheet 
1946-15c per sheet. 

Opening Day C'overs,: 
194•3-15c each; 194•5-15/0 eaoh; 1946-
15c eruch; 1948-20'c each; 1949-20c 
each (two types); 19·50:--20c each. 

Cac·heted' en ve1lopes: 
1947-19148--19-4 9-195-0-at two for 5•8. 

.Please write to Adam Kloskowski, 
25"28 N. Drake Ave., Chicago 47, Ill, 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 
Julius ,S'. Golnik, Jr. 

3125 N. Ridgeway 
Ch'icago 18, Ill. 

John .s. Hartley 
9•0,1 N. 2,9th St. 

Lincoln 3, Nebr. 
Ad·am .S. Skrzenski 

1·5 Stnat:hmore Terr. 
Fairlawn, N. J. 

Jerome Mehrin1ger 
4669 A. N. 25th St. 

Butle,r, W •is/0. 
John F. Wilk'anDIWski 

'106 F..agle St. 
Brooklyn 22, N. Y. 

'Sitanl-ey Jaskiewicz 
518 Morris Ave., 

Summit, N. J. 
Capt. Ed. J. Bielecki 

Quarters 429-B 
Fort Belvoir, Va. 

Stanley L, Szyperski 
2.22 AuS1tin ,Sit. 

Toledo, Ohio 

Anthony Banasiak announces that 
at the May 2·6,th m eetlnrg a lecture is 
s 8heduled on "Polish Philately Out­
sid·e Poland" by member Sam Ray. 
Chicago members:--be sure to attend 
that evening. 

Potonus Bull~n. M:a.y 1950 



POLAND 
The Postal Issues During and After the Great War 

by the late COL. R. N. W. LARKING, C.B.E., F.R.P.S.L. 

1Since the use of a 5 gr. value was 
found lnsuffk ient to d·efray expens =s, 
it was d ecided to use up the large re­
mainders of the 5 gr. blue-·black on 
greenish (Sept. 20th, 1915, is,sue ), !Jy 
hand-stamping a surcharge of "6 
groszy." This stamp was issued on 
'September 23rd, 1915. It is known bi­
sected and us·ed as a 2 gr. value. 

The surcharge Is found In many dif­
ferent positions on the ,stamv, bu! us­
ually slanting up.wards f rom left to 
right. Lt is found inve rted, 

1 
double , 

double (one inverted), etc., and in the 
foll'owing coloured inks : red, carmine, 
violet, black, and ·blue. The stamping 
was done either on the whole sheet or 
on stamp,s already stuck on a letter. 
Owing to constant use, the rubber 
stamp got d•amaged, the left side of 
the "y" of "groszy" being broken off. 
This va riety is found on the red and 
carmin e surcharges only. 

The same surcharge is found on the 
5 gr. blue-black on brown-buff (S;ept. 
2-0th, 1915, issue) in carmine, vio l<:it, 
black, and blue. 'These are scarce. 

It is also known on the 5 gr. grey• 
green on light buff (Sept. 14th, 1915, 
print) in carmine, violet, black, and 
blue. These are extremely scarce. 

As the small rubber stamp used In 
the preceding issue was not always 
quite clear, it was decid ed to reµla::e 
it by one with larger lettering. Accord­
ingly on September 3·0th, 19115, the 5 
gr. blue-black on greenish was issued, 

handstam.ped "6 groszy," m easuring 28 
mm.x12½ mm. inside an oblong frame. 
In the genuine surcharge the "s" of 
"gr oszy" has a small blob of colou r 
on the top of it. Both the small and 
large rubber s tamps were use d from 
time to time after the next iseue wa.s 
in cir ,culation. 

The surcharge is found in an posi­
tions on the stamp, and in the fol­
lowing colours: red, carmine, reddish· 
viole t , violet, violet-grey, black, and 
b lue . Those with reel and v-!olet sur ­
charges are known b1sected and used 
as a 2 gr. value. 

The same sur"harge is found on the 
5 gr. blue-black on brown-buff (Sept. 
20th, 1915, issue) in carmine, viold, 
black, and blue. Th ese are scarce. 

It is also known on the 5 gr. grey­
green on light buff (Sept. 14th, 1915, 
print) in carmine, violet, black, and 
.b lu e. These are ·extremely scarce. 

I have also the same surcharge on 
the 5 gr . green on brown-buff and the 
5 gr. ·grey-green on buff, iss·ued un­
surcharged on l<>ebruary 2nd, 1916. 

The 10 gr. value,. with colour chang­
E.d, was issued on October 23rd, 1915, 
and continued to be issued until Oc­
tobe r 20th, 1916. Each issue produce<l 
a different shade. The ba,s!c shades 
are given bel·ow, but many intermed­
iate shades may be found. 

(a) Brown-red on buff. 
(b) Aniline-red on yellowish. 
(·c ) Dark r ed on buff. 
,( d) Red on pa:le cream. 
(e) Bright red on yellowish. 
(f) Red on greyish, thin pa.per. 
(g) Red on greenish. 

In shade (d) th e colouring is matt, 
and the border design is finely dra wn. 
In shades (e) and (f) the colouring is 
g lossy and the border desi,gn is co-ars,:i­
ly drawn. 

Reprinted from GIBBONS STAMP MONTHLY - Oot. 1929 to Aug. 193°% 
by POLONUS PlflLATEU:C SOOIETY - Chicago, Ill, - U. S, .A. 
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The perforation is 11½, and ls usu­
ally clean-cut, but co.pies may ue 
found with a rough perforation 11 ½. 
Shades (e), (f) and (g) are also found 
imperforate or imper forate between 
both horizontally and vertically. 

The above issues as they a ppeared, 
very soon received a surcharge ·de ­
noting a 2 gr. value, and not many 
s tamps remained unsurcharged, owing 
to the small dema nd for a 10 gr. value. 
.Proofs are found in various shades of 
1·ed on white paper, imperforate and 
without gum. 

6 6 6 6 
On October 30th, 1915,. the 5 gr. blue­

black on greenish and blue-Nack ,)n 
buff was issued, surcharged "6 - 6" hy 
machine printing. In the first p,rint­
ing of this surcharge, W!1,ich was small 
in quantity, the ink used was of a 
grey to blue-black c olour, and can be 
easily distinguished when the stamp 
is held u.p against the ]'ight. The sur­
charge of the remainder was in .black 
ink. 

There are two types of this sur­
charge; 35 stamp in each sheet have 
narrow "6's," and 5 stamps (the end 
stamp in each row) have broad "6's.'' 

All are known bisected diagonally, 
vertically, or horizontally, a nd used 
as a 2 gr. value. 

Copies of this issue may be found 
with the surcharge at the top- o-r !n 
the middle of the stamp instead of in 
the two lower corners. 

2 2 
,Since at this time a 2 gr. value ':>e­

came necessary for printed matter, 
a nd as the German Occupation Au­
thorities prohibited an issue with a 
new design, the existing 10 gr. stam;}s 
were surcharged. rSo on November 10th 
1915, this stamp was issued surcharged 
"2 2" by machine printing in the lower 
corners over the "10." The surcharge 
is found on the following shades: 
. brown-red on buff, aniHne-red on yel­
lowish, and dark red on buff. The 
,stamps are known bisected and' used 
as a 1 gr. value. 

There are two types of the figure 
"2." In the normal type the "2:" is UP­
r igh t, in the other type it slants back­
wards. I have not so far been able to 
get any information about this latter 
type. It may .be a fake or it may- occur 

J.8 

on the sheet with the normal sur• 
charge. I have single copies of it both 
mint and postally used. 

6 6 
On November 22nd,. 19-15, the 10 gr, 

red on yellowish was issued, surchar,,;-­
ed with small num erals "2 2" by litho­
graphic printing, in the two lower 
-corners. The 5 gr. printed in varioas 
shades of green on buff and surcharg­
ed "6 6" was also issued at the same 
time. 

Both are kno,wn imperforate and im­
.perforate between. I have a lso a pair 
of the 6/5 gr. showing a d·ouble per­
foration between. The 6/5 gr. is als9 
found bisected and used as a 2 gr. 
value. 

Of the 2/10 gr., 250,000 stamps were 
issued, and 300,000 of the 6/5 gr. 

2 gr. 
• 0 

6 gr. 
0 • 

The last issue of the War.saw Locals 
was on February 2nd, 19•16, the 10 ~r. 
being surcharged 2 gr. and the 5 gT., 

* * 
6 gr. by lithographic printing. 

* * 
In the first issue,. the 2 gr. was sur-

chaTged on the following shades orf 
the 10 gr. (a) Red on greenish, (b) 
dark red on greeinish, (c) i'J1rig hrt r ed 
on greendsh, thie colouring be-ing matt. 
Shade (a) is found lmperforate as w"lll 
as perforated 11 ½. 

TiWo varie'tie9 af the surcharge are 
found in this issu e only, (a) the right 
s'W on the '28th staJ!llp on th e sheet 
has 6 rays, the leift star be,lng the nor­
mal 8-ray star, (.b) a 6-ray s·tar un 
the right, the left star having 8 rays 
splayed out ; also the base od' the fig­
ure "2" is thin and slantinrg, and the 
bottom of the Jetter "g" ls cut :Jiff. 
The 6-ray star was soon removed 
from the stone and re:p1a•ced by the 
normal 8-ray star. This latter diHers 
from the others, having thinn~r rays . 

Two kinds of f-0rg,ed 6-ray s>tars ·ire 
knawn:-
(1) 'The star is slightly larger th a n 

the original, the ray;s are th.ln·ner 
and the stop in th e centre or the 
star is not quite round. As· a rule 
t'hes•e for,g,eries appeiaa· only as 
single stamps and not in pairs. 

(2) The star ls smaller than the orlg-

Polonus Bulletin, May 1960 



Ina!, the rays are ol. unequal 
len,g,th, and the base of the "2" is 
shorter than in the original. This 
fOT,gery i,s usually found' in pair 
with nonnal. 

,Forged S'uncha rge8l w ere made, on 
shades· (d) and (e) O'f t!he September 
23:rd, 19,15, issue. The st am1) on which 
the genuine 6-ray sitar is f ound al­
ways· shows plat e• variety (·5,), a small 
coloured· dot ov er Jett r ibbon. 

The se and i.ss,ue orf this suii2har-se 
i-B on the 10 gr. (a) red on yel.lowish. 
(b) dark red on yello.wish,. ( c ) rose 
on yellawish, the colouring being 
gios,sy. shades (a) and (b) are found 
im!perforate as w ell as· penfo,ra:ted, als'U 
imperforate 'b etween, ,'J ot:h horizontally 
and v er'tically . Th e stamps• are also 
four.d with clean-cut and rough p 3r­
foration 111/2. 

,severo.l varieties of the surcharg e 
exist i n this issue, but not the 6-ray 
8-tar variety:-

(1) Th e surcharge at the top of the 
stamp instead orf at the bottom. 

(2·) An inverted sur,charge at the •.op 
of the s·ta:mp. 

(3) A double surchar>ge at the bottom 
of the sta mp. 

(4) A double surcharge, on e be 'ng in ­
vented at the top of the stamp. 

These v arieties are found on shade,; 
(a) and (b) only, 

The firs•t issue of tihe 6 gr. surcharge 
is on the 5 gr, green and dark grean 
on brown-.bu1lf. It is· found bisected 
for use as· a 2 gr. value. It is known 
without the surcharge, but I have nev­
er come across any poSltally used cop­
ies. 

The second issue is on the 5 gr. 
grey-green and deeip grey-green on 
buff. This• is-sue ls k nown i·mperiforate, 
a l so !mpe1,forate between •both hori­
zonJtally and verUcally, and without 
the surcharge both pe,r'forated a nd im­
per'forate. 'Dhe same !-our vari~ties o1'. 
the surchai,ge which are found on the 
2 gr./.10 gr. exist in this issue. 

The third issue Is on 5 gr. light 
. green on cr eam, the paper o-f this 
s'tamp ls thlniner than the other 5 .gr. 
valu e-s. I have not seen ·any varieti ;,s 
of this Issue. 

I have a copy of the 5 gr. (,Sept. 14th 
191·5, print) surcharged "6 gr." only, 'n 
black-blue ink. So far, I ha.ve not been 
able to finld! out anything about it. 

This completes the Local iB1Sues for 
Warsaw. 

Polonus BuHeitin, May 19150 

PRZEDBORZ 

The next imiportant Local is·s'lle em­
anated from 'tJhe township· of Przed ­
borz, in the J)rovin ce ot KieL~e, South­
ern Poland. 

A bTarnch o·f the Ausitrian F'ield Pof!t 
0-~fice existed in Przed!borz, but 'l.11 

civilian correspondenice was dealt wi,th 
by the military post of1t'.ce· at Kon$k , 
the n earest r a ilway S'tation, 23 miles 
away. Ther efor e a local post betw e n 
Przedborz and Konsk was c oms•tituted 
under the immediate control o,f th e 
Austrian M ilitary Authorities, who 
provided the couriers. The stam p-s 
were canJcelle•d w'ith the •postmark 0f 
the Austrian ,Field Post Office, let­
tered "K U K ET:AP'PEiNPOISiTAMT 
PRZE(DBORZ, KR'IES KON!SK." These 
Locals are found on covers frantk ~d 
with current Austrian s't:amps· from 
to•wns in South ern Poland. From Nor­
thern Poland, and ma.inly from War­
saw, the German issues overpl'inted 
"Ru s.sisoh Polen" and "Gen. Gouv. 
Warschau'• were used. 

The first iss-ue on Decernlbter 18th, 
19,17, consis-ti ng of two values, 2 gr., 
red, and 4 gr., blue, showed the Polish 
Eagle anJd 1917 in a rectangle, and in­
scr~bed "MIA:ST'O PRZNOBORZ" '.>n 
the l eft and "S1TADT P.R~BO'RZ" 
on the M,ght, the value being in '.Lll 

fo1.1r corn ers. The stam·ps were litho­
graphed in sheets of 32 s,tamps, and 
were i ssued both h:ruperforate and per­
forated 1,1½. 

Three thousand! of the 2 gr. were !s­
sued, and 50·00 of the 4 gr. The 4 gr. 
is known 'bisected' an.d used as a _2 gr. 
value . 

Or-iginals are clearly prinlted, the 
ton,gue of the Eagle being well-defin­
ed. There is also a s·hort coloured 
stroke touching the ed,ge of the left 
wing in the centre. Postmark& should 
be In greenish black oily inik, and 
there shourd be no stops after "K lJ 
K.'' 

The 2 gr. Is• known: printed in oran6e 
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Second issue of Przed borz 

and' the 4 gr. in bro,wn, both imper ­
fo Pate. Thes1, are proofs. 

Th e se,: ond is·s11e appeared on F eb ­
,ruary 26th, 19'18, and con sisted o.f fou r 
values. The 2 gr. oltve -gre-en on pale 
,olive- •g r eien gives a vie,v of the 'I'ovvn 
,Hall, the 4 gr. violet on buff the 
.Brid,g e o ver the· river Poliza, t he 6 e,r. 
,blue on pal e,- olive the M arket Pla::!•e, 
,and the 10 gr. red on 10,u:rf the Town 
,Arms. B eneath each is inscribed "l\11-
,AISTO PRZ EDIBOIRZ" ("To1wn r,f 

1Prze·dborz"). The date "1,918" is· m 
a semici rcu lar l abel at t h e- top, and 
the bottom l a'b el g'ives the value-. Th e 

1i s•su e conis1sted orf 5000 of the 2 gr., 
,10,000 of the- 4 g r., 3000 of the- 6 gr. , 
and 10100•0. of the 10 .·g-r. The stamns 
,were issued i-mperf.orate,. and perforat­
ed 10 and Ll½,. 

Forge,rjes o-f this issue are coarsely 
-execu·t ed and e-as,ily dist ,nguis'h ed 
rfrom t11 e originals. In th e 10 gr. the 
rforgery shows the initials "R M P" 0n 
the mallet s and bunch of ,crops; these 

Third issue of Przedborz 

20 

Jnltials do· not ap,pear in the or!ginal's 
,cf this is·sue, though they appeared nn 
.Ia ter i.ssu-es, .. 

An error on th e 4 gr. is to be fonnd 
.in the inscri p tion "PRZEIDBORZ" 
,which reaclls "PRZEDBORK." 

The third j,ssu e on March 15th, 1918, 
,· ons·:s t c,d of the same four values but 
-with the desig-ns transpos•ed anid print­
e d on w hi te pa1rnr. Bernath the elate 
"19 18" on th e three l ow er values ra -,,s 
.h av <' been, ad,cl ecl w ith "RADA MIEJ• 
SKA" ( " :Muni,o:pal Go uncil") pr'inted 
acro,::,s them. In th e 10 gr. there are 
no r ays, and thi ~ inlscr i ption f!l'ls· the 
l abels on each side O'f the date. The 
-inscription at t h e bottom reads "MI­
.4!S'TA PRZEDB,ORZA." The col•ours 
and number i ssu ed are: 2 gr., green, 
7000; 4 g r .. red, 8000; 6 g r ., violet, and 
10 gr., bl ue, 3000. 

The s,tamps were is,sued imperfor­
a te, and perforated 10 and 11½. 

The forgeries a re very ooa.rsely ex­
ecuted an d the Iet terinig of "RAlDA 
MJ!illJ1SKA" js mUJch smaller. 

The fourth issue· on M arch 27th, 
1918, sho,ws t he currency chang ed 
-from " groszy" t o "halerzy.'' The same 
four clesig·n s appea r as in t he preced­
ing i s-su e. The values and colours, 
hc,wever. are cllifferent, th e 5 haler ,~y 
appearing in red, the 10 h. in green, 
the 15 h. in blue, and the 20 h. in vio­
let. 

Th e fo r geries show the same char­
acterist i-cs a s .in the prececlJing issue. 

The fifth and last issu e appeared 0n 
July 27-th , 1918. Th e same values, de­
signs, and colours as in the p,re-ceding 
issue, except th at t h e rays in the three 
lower val ues, h ave ,,een re·moved. The 
20 h a !. can be cl ' sti nlgu'ished from that 
,·alue in th e, p re~eci,inrg issu e by "RADA 
M]EJ'S!KA" b eing in sma ller l ettering, 
a.nid th ere is a small coloured dot un­
(ler th e "A" o.f " M:VEJ,SiK.A." 

There are two tY'pes o.f forgeries, 
.one is v ery coarsel y ,printed, the other 
s hows a cross· in•steacl' o-f a dot on each 
side of the date, in the three lower 
values and in ea.: h corner a'bove "MI­
AJSTA PRZEIDBORJZA" in the 10 ha!. 

The Postal obliteration on the 3rd 
4th and 5,th iss,ues shorws the Town 
Arm,s in a circle and ins·cribe-d "RIA.DA 
,1VV]filJ1SKA MiIASTA PRZEDBORZA" 
in greeruish black oily ink, or in vio­
let ink. 

(to be c·ontinued) 
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NEW DISCOVERIES 
(Rep,rinted from STAMPIS ) 

S cott No. 344 imperf between 

Pair Scctt's No. 3,93 imperf between 

Charle•s Cwiakala has slbmitted the 
~ccompanyinlg newly dis,cov,ered var­
ieties in Polish stamps. 

Polo·nus Bulletin, May 1915·0 
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Block of Scott's No. 441 with first 
ve r t ical pa ir· imperf between, and next 

vertical pair partially imperf. 

Illustrated 'are a verti-cal pair of 
.Scott·s· No. 393,. and a vertical pair of 
Scott's No. 344, each of which is im­
perf b etween. S cott's No. 344A, the 
dull red, was p r evious1ly known to ex-
ist impe,r ,f . • 

Also shown is a blo·ck of four of 
Scott's No . 441, witq the . first vertical 
pair complete.!y imperf be-tween, a nd 
the next vertical pair par tially imper f. 

NEW ISSUES 
By J. J. Demar 

' Ye reported Ln the las•t is•sue tha t 
c'·cu tts D12 was reiss u•ed in perlfo-rate 
form on the 25 zlo ty value. Just at 
p r ess time we were inform ed that the 
2, 3, arn1' 15 zloty vahi es were a lso 
re1lea s-ec1 early in February. 

Also orf a new des·j,gn, a 10 zloty 

postage du e was released'. on Fe'bru­
ary 25th, it was designed .by R. Klee-. 
zewsl<i and, engraved lb,y S. Lukaszew -

85-3 



ski. Prin:ted in the Government Print­
ing offi'ce. A 15 zloty regular postage 
prin1ted in red shoiwing a portrait of 
Pres-ident Boleslaw Bierut was also 

!'eleased on Felbruary 25th. It was de­
signed by W. Borows•kl, engraved by 
M. R. Polak. Printed in the Govern­
ment Printing Office. The Issue is 
15,-000,000. On March 2'2nd, a 15 zloty 
black stamp bearing the poi,trait of 
Jullani M'al'chleiwski on the 25th An-

niversary of his death. The printing 
was done by photogravure, this, being 
the first d·eparture from recess print­
in,g this year. 

Under date of Mar,ch 1,1, 1950, we 
were informed by the M!inistr,y of 
Posts and Telegraphs, Poland that 
two new issues were soon to be re­
leas·ed. 

The f.irs•t, of 1•5 zloty value is to be 
iss'Ueld to mark the inauguration o.f 
the "Six-Year Plan." On this' sta:np 
will be dep!Jcted a peasant and1 a. car­
,penter. An ins,cription will read "A­
head towards victory for the Six-Year 
Plan." 

It is to be steel engraved anu se,v­
eral million ,copies will be printed. 
More definite information later. 

The second has aJ.ready made its 
appearance, although, nothing official 
other than the announcement has been 
received. It is very small 27 mm x 32 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Chester W. Makowski, Chmn. 
2215 W . Cort ez St. 
Chi : ago 22, Ill. 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 
2144 W. Potomac Ave. 
Chicago 22, Ill. 
Associate Editors this issue 

Bert Powell 

mm . It is a 5 zloty value,. and roto­
gra vured in s~ia color, p erforated 12. 
I have seen both smooth and rough 
perforations. The design d'epicts three 
masons working undler s:ome s•cafifold­
ing, at a distance in the• background 
is the sta;tue of Sigismund,. In the up­
per left is the ins,cription, "Odbudwa 
\Varszawy" (Rebuilding 01' Wars,a:w)­
uppe1; right, the value "5 zl"-lower 
left in a doU'ble lined ,pane-I "Poozta 
Polska," and the lower ri,ght, the War­
s,a w Siren, 

Although this is not o,Jlficial. Joe 
Bieniecki in1forms me tha;t it is not 
valid for posta;ge but it is O'bligato-ry 
on all "letteris," pro:eedis ap,parently 
go towards the rebuilding of Warsaw. 

Ministry of Posts and Telegra-p·hs 
Joseph Bieniecki 

Roman Reinowski 

MEMBERS MART 
GR,YZElWIS1&1 catalog 1949-50 given 

with initial purchase of $,lo.o,o or more. 
320/3,32-1339 min:t $2. •5-0 
287 /29'1 mint $'1.7-5 
B2,9/30 miillt $2,. 50 
B31 mint or cover $1 . 50 
Blfi./25 mint $10. 00 
25'1 mint $8. 75 
Roosevelt airs $1. 2,5 
Roosevelt souv. sheet $2 .50 
500 zloty ai-rmai! 85c 

Ne1w Issues at fair .prices if you are 
not in a hurcy. Let us kno,w your 
wants, we TRY to pleas,e. 
JOS1EiPH BTEJNIECKI, Granite City Ill . 

RARE .POLISH STAMPS 
are our specialty 

Our monthly Bulletin ls sen:t free on 
request to all members of "Polonus.'' 
rt a .lways corntains many inte,resting 
informaHon and offers. 

Wiadamosci Filatelistyczne 
a Polish Phil'ate1ic Monthly issue m 

England' 
1Seicond prinlting. 

1947 issue complete 
19-48 issue complete 

Small size . 
$3 

M. A . BOJ.AJNO:wlICZ 
40, \Vest Hill, Wemble,y Park, 

Englanld 

$4 

Middx. 
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