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January 1, 1950 m a rked! the 90:th 
a nniversary of the appearance of the 
first P olish posta ge stamp. It was is•­
s-ued by authority of the Kingdom of 
Pola n<l, created at the Congress of Vi­
enna on the basis of a n unde r s tand1ing 
with the three occupying powers, un­
rle r the Treaty of May 3, 181.5. In c on ­
n ection with this ar.nive-r sary let us 
rev iew the history oi its inception , its 
mean,ing and, bibliography. 

The Kingdom of P oland, by reason 
oC the Treaty and Constitution of May 
3, 181'5, whi-ch was ap'Proved by Tsar 
Alexand·e r I , was the only nationa l 
self inde'Pendent item connected! with 
Russia, with common .f.orelgn politics 
as wen as union of personnel. The 
Ru.ss'ian Tsar was :·ct the saime Ume 
the King of Poland. On the other h a nd, 
a uthorities of the Folish Kingdom 
wer e s·eparated from Urn Russia n~ the 
Assembly as representing the .people, 
the national a rmy a nd the militia. At 
the hea d of the adminis tra tion of the 
country stood the Vice R egent with a 
deciding vote, the Adlministrative 
Board with a n a dvisory voice, a s well 
n,s- the State Board consisting of f.iv_e 
Commiss,ioners with Ministers at the 
h ead. 

'The Constitution of the Kingdom of 
Poland was signed by Tsar Alexander •I 
in Warsaw on Dec. 3, 181•5, a nd pro­
claimed! officially on Dec. 24 , 1815. • 

Treatiea Broken 

Russia, however, did not keep these 
treaties and the limited rights anct: in­
dependence of the Polish Klngd·om di­
minished constantly from 1825. Under 
the gO'Vernment of Cou11t Paskiewicz 

Erw.inski, in the years from 183'1 to 
1·85·6, the pressure w a;;, -Increased. Only 
after the .death of ..::ount Paskiewicz, 
when the Vke Regent was Prince Gor­
czako·w, a r elative of -thE, Russia n 
Chancellor, was the pres!'ure some­
·;vhat lessened. One or these am>arent 
results was the estaiblishment of ths 
Postal Adiministra tior. of the Kingdiom 
of Poland on ,September 1. 18·58 under 
the dl-rect auth"Ority of the Adminis­
trative Board and Vice Re"gent Gor­
czakOIW. 

'The Administration of the Polish 
Circuit of the Kingdom of Poland in 
its report No. 2•6.0•918 of December 6-18, 
1858, turned to the Ac1ministrat1ve 
Boardi regarding tht:! is11uance of 
sta mped enve lopes, a 11d a postage 
stamu:> for the Munl-c'ipal Post in War­
saw, in p•lace of the then used Rus­
sian Municipa l Post in l,'e'tro.grad. Af­
ter the approV'al of t his report by the 
Administrative Board at a meetin.g· on 
Dec. 9-21, 18-58 , No. 8. 0.6•3 and ap­
prov-ed by the Vice R egent Count Gor ­
czakOIW, the first of s u ch envelopes o.f 
Folish p ublication in values' of 1 ½ and 
3 kops. we're issued fo r L·se on Janu­
a,ry 1, 1859. The postal cancellation, 
hands,t'amped on these envelopes took 
in next to the ins-crip,tion the Coat of 
Arms of the Kingdom 01 Poland, ac­
cording to the d esi gn approve d in 1842. 
The second issue of thc!'e en velopes 
of 1½ kops. had the ha;, d s tamp copy 
of the Goat of Arms ot P oland ac­
cord!ing to the design approved in 1858 
(showing a two headed eagle of the 
Tsar with a sMeld' on itl! breast, on 
which appeared a Polish White E11;gle) . 

At the same time appeared a d:efin-
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He ty,pe of enveloJ)e as wrll a.~ the first 
Polish postage stamp of 10 kop., which 
s tamp a nd envelop es were ex'Clus,ively 
obligaJto-ry in the field of Polish postal 
und'ertaking within the limits of the 
King dom of Poland and were circu­
lated for use on January 1, 18·6'0· as set 
forth in Circular No. 13 of 2/'14 De­
cember 1859. 

Envelopes Withdrawn 
This c-ircular al8'o ruled the W'ith­

dlrawal from circulation a nd use· of 
a ll envelopes with R uss i&.:1 handstamps 
as· of March 20'-Ap-r il 1, 1860 : 

"This ruling withdraw;ng e nve,Jopes 
and stamps of Russia, within the lim­
it s of the King do m of Poland, is a 
very important step, witnessing n ot 
only t h e independen ce of th e King­
dom of Poland but a lso the power of 
carrying out th·e ruling :if its author­
i ty, directed against issues b y the C\m ­
tr a l 0 1ccupy.ing Powers. 

A'ppropriate matr,ices for convex 
print, of the 10 k op. stam'p as well as 
envelopes were m a de by Henry M'ajerr, 
a n engraver of th e Bank of Pofand' in 
Warsaw, most likely according to the 
pr oj ect e d design known ~rom the col­
lection of A. Faberge, and oorning 
.from the a rchives a t Petersburg. Th e 
origi na l th ree m atrices fo r printing of 
t h e 10 kop. stam:p , one et ch ed in stee'l 
a n d two in copper, coming f r om the 
cast!ing of H. Majer, a r e known from 
t h e collection of Wlodzimierz Polan­
r ki. These matrices, he wever s how 
cer ta in ddfferences from th e fina l pro­
c,uct ion of the stamp. 

The iss-uance of thes r. stamps, as 
well as envelo·pes was orcier ed by the 
Bureau of Posts of the Polish King­
d om thrnu gh the Governmen t. Commis­
s ion of Income and Treasury .in the 
"Nationar F actory of Starr:ps" in War­
saw, where, a ccording t o th e matrix, 
wi th some minor cha n;;·cs. two plates 
were m ad•e for the engraved (en r e ­
lief) printing o.f stamps of the 10 kop. 
One· of these plates seiyed to im,print 
the under sid·e and center oval with 
the Coat of Arms in rose (en relief) 
a nd the other to im print th e r eail 
drawing of the stamp with letterin g 
a nd v a lue in blue color. 

'Detail Lost 
It is to •be noted, here, that because 

of t h e printing ,by flat bed p,res s, and 
ins tead of engraved pr lnting of the 
Coat of Arms of the Kirgdom of Po­
land on the stamp, the shad,ing of the 
-wings of the Russian eagie as wen as 
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th e Polish eagle was lost. 
This stamp was, r>rinted in sheets O'f, 

100 stamr>s arr a nged in four hlo~s of 
2-5 ('5X!5), separat ed by maTgins of 8-9 
mm. vertically and margins of 2 mm. 
horizontally between the s-tamps. 

'The paper nsed to print this stamp, 
is mainly white smooth, ra r ely thicker 
.or silightly striped, sometim es with a 
yellow cas,t, p,roibably froim reaotl'cm ot 
the glue used,. 

It was gummed by hand, smooth, 
c racked g um, with r espect t o· wider o,r 
1;arrower lines vertically, resuJting 
from the drawing of the b-rush. 

The frame perfora,tion is .irregular 
11 ½ -123/.. g iving variou3 s hapes to the 
c orners of the stamp, mad e on a per­
fo rating machine con.struiot ed ,by a 
War saw techni-cian. This ma,chine .was 
nsed durin g the entire life of the 
stamp. Th e final expia nation of the 
constru ;:: tion 'of the p e-r:for-a ting =­
chine and confir,mation of the frame 
perforation was m a de pssible by ana­
lyzin g t he illustrated block of s~x of 
this stamp. 

This stamp during its life from Dec. 
20 to Jan. 1, 1860' ha d one issue of 
about 3,000 ,000 copies, taking in, h'ow­
aver , many settings, prin t ed, with the 
same dies, showing variet ies of both 
colors. the ,b lue and th e rose, a nd var~ 
ious gums. Also as v-iewed in th e rays 
of the quartz lamp many shade's of 
color can be detected on th e var!ou'B 
stamps, which sh,ows tha t a series of 
printings were m,ade. 

Typical Change 

A typicai ch ange in th e• st-a;mp is 
sho:wn in the two lines of the cente·r 
oval w ith the eagle, p•rinted on both 
of ' the colors, blue and rose. There 
eouldl be about four such t y pes to a 
s heet. Oth er so-called "errors· • are on­
ly caused by the w earing of the plates 
in. the course of over f.i-ve years use. 

These strumps, in spite of the num­
ber p r inted whic.h is about 3,0·00,000 
copies, are com,paratively r a r e in sin­
g.le mint cond,ition. S till rarer a r e pairs 
a nd strips in even a u sed· condlition, 
a nd th e outstand'in.g rarity is the mint 
iblock of six stamps, which takes the 
posi tion Nos. 86, 87, 88, 9·6, 97 a nd: 9·8 
of the s h eet, whl-ch together with a 
known pair Nos. 90 a nd 100 are th e 
o-nly know n fragm ents of the sh eet. 
'.rhere are aJbout four copies of the 
sltamp imperfora t e d tha t a re known. 

-Much research h as no t answered all 
(continu ed on page 88-3) 
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POLAND 
The Postal Issues During and After the Great War 

by the late COL. R. N. W. LARKING, C.B.E., F.R.P.S.L. 

The issued types 

The 2 ½ mk./kr. shows a ploughman 
with his oxen, and in the foreground 
a naked sword stuck in the ground. 
This design may be interpreted in' two 
ways, either as a symbol of peace, or 
that the country is· ready to ta:k e up 
the sword again if it is prov.oked. The 
initials "E.B." are found together in 
the right lower corner of the design. 
The 5 mk./kr. shows a Polish U h lan 
brandishi-ng a sword, and the initials 
"E.B." in the right lower corner of 
the bottom label. 

The stamps were printed in sheets 
of 100 stamps (10,xlO), and alon g the 
top margin of every sheet was printed 
the value of each vertical r ow, for 
checking purposes. 

The ·paper on which these stamps 
were printed var.ies very considerably. 
'.rhe post office at Vi"arsaw held no 
,stock of paper when the stamps were 

·J:>eing prepared, so various fac.t,ories in 
the cou ntry were called upon to furn­
ish a supply of any paper they had in 
stock. The initial printings appeared 
on a thick hard and semi-transparent 
wove paper, and a smaH pro.portion on 
paper rib<bed -both horizontally and 
vertically. In some cases the "rib" is 
very fa in t , in others very pronounced, 
and usually the vertical rib is much 
scarc,er than the hor.izontal. These pa­
pers vary in thickness, some low val­
ues being found on almost a thin pa­
per. In February 19 20 a very thin and 
almost transparent paper was bro-ught 
into use for certain low values of both 
series, the higher values appea·ring on 
a much · thinner paper than that used 
in the preceding issue. In April 1920 
appeared a thi,ck soft opaque paper, 
usually white, but sometimes found 
with a greyish tinge, and, on The 15 
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fe n. scarlet, with a bluish tinge. In 
l\fa y 1920 certain values were printed 
on vertically la id paper, and v ery 
shortly afterwards on horizontally laid 
pap er. The printings were coarse an d 
th e colours not so bright as in the 
previous printings. Finally, in 1922, the 
50 fen. was reprinted with the marki 
valu es of the Small Eagle type on 
thick spongy w ove paper . 

A number of shades are to be found 
of each valu e and in both s eries. I 
·s hall lis t these later on. The gu m var­
ies from white to pale brown, and in 
a few exceptional cases I ha ve seen 
it a deep brown. It is very adhesive in 
the first printings, and in some in­
s tances these stamps r equire a long 
soaking in hot water to entirely re­
move it. In the later printings on the 
thick soft a nd laid papers it Ts of a 
poor quality , and the stamps can us­
ually be peeled off the covers without 
soa:king them in water. 

Owing to the urgent r equirements of 
the public for stamps and the .J!mited 
fac!lities for perforating .trie sheets, the 
initial printings were put on sale, for 
the first two days, imperforate. On 
the third day of issue they appeared 
perforated 11 ½, the normal perfora­
ti-on. 'This pe-r!oratlon may be found 
in three varieties :-

(a) A clean-cut large hole perfora­
tion, (b) a small hole, almost a pin­
perforation, (c) a rough perforation, 
which, in some insta nces, showed no 
holes at all, but m er ely a r,ough jagged 
edge round the stamp. Probably three 
perforating ma,chin es were u sed, an d 
indiscriminately, as a ll three va rieties 
may ·be found compound one with an­
oth er, either vertically or horizontally. 

In order to cope with their require ­
ments, the Pollsh authorities very 
early in 1920 bought ·up a number of 
old perfora ting machines from the 
A,ustrian Government. These old ma­
chines were of many different gauges, 
and evidently used haphruzardly as a 
large assortment of per.forat!ons, both 
simple and c ompound, exist, especially 
on stamps· of later issues. .siome of 
these perforating machines w.ere 
brought into use from January 1920, 
as certain values then in issue are 
'found perfo·rated, 10 andl 10 compound 
with 11 ½ . In May 1920· adcLitional p er­
foration machines we·re used, as the 
perforations 9, .ll, 13½, 14, 14.½ are 
met with on some values, notab ly the 
50• fen . on horiz.ontally laid paper. The 
last three perforations may be found 

compound one with another or with 
1.i ½. ·Several perforation errors exist, 
such as doubl e p erforations, bl!rid: per­
foration,s, lmperfora te on one or more 
sides. I have never come across any 
of the "halerzy" val'ues p·erfora teol otn ­
er than 11½, .but the "korony" values 
may be f,ound with the perforation 10 
2.nd' 10 compound wi th 11 ½. An irreg ­
ular perforation gauging from 1i to 7 
is known on some low values. '.rhis was 
d'On e privately with a s ewing machine 
to facilitate the separating of the 
s tam,ps from a n im perfora te sheet. 

There are a few errors of colour, 
these must not be confused with the 
many coloured proofs which exist. Al­
-~o do uble prints are known of several 
o•f the values. Ma ny plate varieties are 
tu be found on most of the values ; 
scme are constant in a ll printings, 
other s in first pr,intings only, as they 
were subsequ ently corrected on the 
plate. I shall give a list of a ll thes<1 
errors and varieties later on. 

I now come to the order in which 
these stamps were issued, and the 
dates. On January 2'7-th, 1919, the twel ­
ve values, 3 fen. to ·5 mk., for use in 
,Northern Poland, w ere issued in im ­
perforate sheets, on a thick to thinnish 
hard and semi-transparent wove pa, 
per, together wit h a sma ll proportion 
of sheets on ri,hbed pap,er. There is 
one notable ex;ception. I have n ever 
seen a copy of the 20 fen. imperforate 
on any pruper but the ribbed, and I 
d•o n·ot believe it exists on the thick 
wove. On January 2,9th the sheets .were 
issued perforated· 11½ , a nd here the 
20 fen. appears on the thick wove for 
the f irst time. Later In the year two 
values were issu ed in ddfferent colours, 
t he 1.5 fen. carmine appeared1 in scar­
let and the 1 mk. violet In grey-J,llac. 
,The 1 mk. grey-lllac is found both 
imper,forate and perfora,ted, the for­
mer being sca rce, es,pecially postally 
used . 

In March 1919 the twelve vaJ,ues, 3 
ha!. to 5 kr., for use in S,outhern Po­
land, were issued first in impe'I1foraie 
sheets, and subsequently In slreets 
nerforated 11½. The paper was the 
sam e as that us,ed for the first North­
ern Poland issue, the h a le·rzy values 
appear-ing on a thi-ck to thinnish wove, 
a nd the korony value,s, on a thick 
wove. Early in 1920 eome of the high­
er v,alues were, perforated' with the 
old Austrian machines 10, lOxll½, and 
ll½J.."'10 (see my ch~k list at t he end) . 
All values a re f.ound on the rlib,bed ,pa-
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per, but J.n smaller proportion to those 
O'll the thick wove. Th:e UJ' hal. imper­
forate, unlike the 2,0 f en . im•perforate, 
is found on both pa,pers. Durdng a 
shortage at some post offices, of a _10 
ha!. value the 20 ha!. was bisected and 
used either with or without a hand­
stamped1 surcharge "10 h". Bise,cten 
stamps without surcharge were used 
from the post of~ice at Ol~US'Z on the 
l~th March, 1919, and with a surcharge 
a t Drohoby,czu on the 9th of J a nuary, 
19.20. The 50 h a !. was al'so bisected and 
surchavged "2•5 h" at 'S'wiatnlkach 
Gornych In January 19',2·0, ,t;ut this var­
-iety is more or Jess of a speculative 
na ture. 

The t•ota l num·bers of each value 
printed a nd issued, Including all pa­
pers, p erforations and 9hades, was as 
follows:-

3 halerze 10,640,50-0 stamps 
5 halerzy 20,138,60-0 

10 h a lerzy 1'5,o,6,0,300 
1'5 halerzy 15,002,40-0 
20, h a lerzy 15,0,68,50-0 
25 ha lerzy 20',192,800 
50 hale rzy 9,93·4,700' 
1 koronie 3:,308,i0-O 

1 ½ korony 2,416,4h0 
2 korony .2,1'8•7,700 

2½ korony S5:1,6·010 
5 korony l,.:li78,000 

In F ebrua r y 19.20 the 5, 10, 1•5 (scar­
let), 2-0 , 2·5, and 5-0 fen ., and' -the 25 and 
50 ha!. , were issued on a very thin 
:md almost transparent wove paper, 
perforated. The impressions were not 
nearly so c lear, nor the colouring so 
bright as In the 1919 ts•sue. At this tiime 
the mark! and lcorony values 8J)peared 
on a thin so-ft wove paper. From now 
onward!S, no further printings were 
r.1ade of the halerzy and korony val­
ues , th~ fennigow and mark! va?ues 
being use d for the whole o.f Poland. 

In Apr il 19·2-0 new plates were 
brought into use for the 10, 1.5 (scar­
let), 215, a nd 50 fen. , to which was 
added a new value, the 40 fen. These 
stamps, wer-3 printed on a thick soft 
opaque wove paper, and the sheets 
showed a ver,tical guldie line, the same 
colour as the stamp, running down 
each side mar<gin. The gum is· pure 
white. Later the 15 (scarlet), 2,0, 25 fen . 
1.vere iss-ued on a thic k greyish wove 
paper, and' some cop'ies of the lo fen . 
may be found on paper with a distinct 
,b,uish tinge·. 

In May 19120 the 2•5, 50 f.en., 1, 2, an'd 
5 mk., together with new values of 3·, 
6, 10, and 20· ank., were issued on ver-
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t 1c.ally laid J.'aper. Later, the 25 a nd 5-0 
fen. appeared! on horizontally laid pa­
r,er. The laid paper varies v ery con­
sioerabJy in thickness, hut it is us­
ually very thin, a nd shows th e la id 
Jines quite pla-inly. On some copies, 
howeve r, the laid/ lines a re almost in­
vislble and the stamp hlas the appear­
ance of being on very thin wove. There 
,s, however, no d1!ffkulty in disting­
uishing stamps on the laid paper as 
the impressions and shades a re· d!f.fer­
e.nt from those on the thin wove. At 
cnP period! a brown oily gum was used, 
r enoering the la id lines quite inv i~ib.le. 

CHECK LIST OF SHADES 
The first shade is the "standard" 

culour oif the stamp; the principal 
f i1ades of the sta ndard cotour, .follow. 
Many between-sha d'eS may be found. 
:i ten. Bro,wn, pale ,::i,rown, deep brown, 

grey-brown, bistre-brown. 
5 fen. (on thick wove) , Green , pale 

green, deep green , blue-green, grey­
green. 
(on thin wove ) . Dull green, grey­
green, yellow-green, olive-green. 

H fen. (on thick wove). Purple, dull 
purple, brown-purple, p,lum, purple­
brown . 
(on thin wove). Chocolate, deep pur­
ple--brown, red-,brown. 

,./\ fen. (on thick wove), 1st shade . 
Carmine, rose-carmine, diull rose, 
lake. 
2nd shade. Scarlet, rose-,pink, rose ­
pink on bluish. 
(on thin wove). S'carlet, rose-red, 
p ink. 

20 fen. (on thick and thin wove). 
Blue, pale blue, deep blue, diull blue, 
indigo. 

2,5 fen. (on thick and thin wove). Olive, 
pale olive, deep olive, dlull olive, 
greenish olive, greenLs'h olive on 
,g,rey, brown-olive, bronze-green. 
(on laid paper). Dull olive, pale ol­
ive, deep olive. 

4-0 fen. Bri,;"ht viol et, pale violet; deep 
violet. 

'5-0 !en. (on thick and thin wove). 
Gree·n, deep green, blue-green , g r ey­
green, green on grey. 
(on laid paper). Dull green, ,blue ­
green, deep green. 
ank. (.on thick andi thin wove), 1st 
shade. Violet, pale violet, bright vi­
e.let, dull violet. 
'2'lld shade. Grey-lilac, slate, bluish 
slate. 
:(on laid paper) . Grey-bla ck, slate­
grey, black. 
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n~ mks. Green, yeilow-green , deep 
green. 

2 mks. (on th ick a nd ,t hin .wove- . 
Brow n , pa le b rown, diee,p brown , bis ­
tre-brown. 
(on laid pap er ). Brow n, d eep br own , 
black-br ()IWn. 

2% mks. R ed- br own, d eep redJ- brown , 
orange- brown , chestnut. 

3 mks. Dul.I r ed-,b r own , dull •brown. 
,5 mks. (on thick a n di t hin wove) . . P u r ­

ple, d'Ll!l purp.J e, bright pur-p le . 
(on la id paper) . Brown -pul'ple, dee,p 
brow,n- pur ple, p.Jum. 

6 mks. Rose-carmin e, r ose, d eep car-

m i ne, rose-red1• 

1-0 mks. R ed, pale r ed, deep r ed, ver­
milion , deep vermil!on. 

20 m ks. Grey-green , deep grey-green, 
yellow- green , deep yellow-g,reen . 
(The sh a des o,f t h e 20 m ks,. are eas ­
ily disHnguds:h ed if examined by ar ­
t ificia l light.) 

3 h a !. R ed -brow n , pale ·chestn,ut, deep 
ch estnut, yellow --brown . 

•5 ha!. Emerald-green , deep emerald­
g r een , bright green , blue-green . 

10· h a !. Oran ge -hrow n , ora nge, yel!.ow­
oran ge. 

( t o be cont inued') 

CHEC K LIST OF P ERFORATIO N S 
W ith t.he pape rs on which they are found 

l h ave marked onl 0r t hose perfo,rations whi~h T r,ave seen and possess . Those 
ma,·ked· ? are s•aid to exist. Others may t ur n ur, as time g0es on . 

See previous remarks on the varieties of the 11½ perforatlon. 

Values Issued .. FENNIGOW. MARKI. 
for use in 

Northern Poland. 3 5 to 15 15 20 25 
(i) (ii) 

40 50 t 
(i) 

t 
(ii) 

It 2 21 5 

. Imperf. • • • • .. .. • .. • • • • • • • Perf. ni • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • .. 10 .. .. .. .. • • • • • .. • .. .. .. • .. n .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Thick .. l3l .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 
wove .. 14! .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Ci<J"f:. 
.. 

!~,~!~i 
.. .. • .. • • • • • .. • .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. • • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

1920 ). " u x14i .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 13 X 14 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. " .. .. .. 14 xni .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. . . .. .. . . .. 14 x14 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Hori• Imperf. • • • • .. • • .. • • .. • .. • .. 

zontally Perf. 
ltt • • • • • • • .. • • • • .. • ribbed .. 10 xn .. .. .. .. .. ? .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. ? 

paper. 

Verti• Imperf. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
cally Perf. nt .. .. • • .. • .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 

ribbed 
" 

10 xn .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
paper. 

Thin Perf. n i .. • • .. • • • , • • • • • • • wove .. 10 .. • • .. • • • . . • .. .. .. .. • 
&;:i". .. 10 xui .. • • .. .. • .. . . • .. • . . .. .. • .. tlf X IO .. .. • .. . . • . . .. • .. .. . . .. .. . . 

FEN. MARKI. 
25 so I 2 3 5 6 IO 20 

Verti- Perf. nt • • • • • • • • • ,:UJ .. 9 .. • . . .. • • • • .. to • • • • .. .. . . .. • NoTE : Two values had paper .. It .. . . .. .. .. .. • ? 
their colours changed in (19:to). .. IO X tif • • • • • . . • • • 1919. The 15 fen . appeared .. ltf X IO • • • .. .. .. .. .. .. 
(i) in carmine, (ii) in scar• 

Pert. ut . • • .. .. .. .. . . .. .. let, and the I mk. (i) in .. 9 .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. violet, (ii) in grey-lilac, 
10 • • .. .. .. .. .. .. . . chan~· g to a grey and .. grey• lack on the laid Hori• .. 13j .. • .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 

ZOfai!afY .. 14 . . • .. .. .. . . . . .. . . paper in 1920. .. IO Xttf • .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . 
&aper 

" !;t ~ !~, • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
920). 

" 
.. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14 xn .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

" 
14 X13 .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

" 14txn .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
" 

14 X 13 .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

29 Polonus Bulletin, ,Se,ptember 1950 



the puzzl es pertaln.ing to this s tamp 
clue to the inability o.f access to a full 
sheet or its recons truction from blockJS. 

Bibliography 

The fil'st publication giv ing the his­
tory of th.is stamp was a ser,ies of 
articles writte n by Samuel Koprrowaki 
titled, "The Post and Postage 1S:tamps 
in Pola nd'• pujb,lishea: In CraJcow In 
"The Polish Phila teli s t" No. 2 of 18<9•4 
and Nos. 1 to 3 of 1895. A noth-e,r pub­
iicat ion is the annonyimous pamphlet, 
"Pol<ish Postage ,Stam:ps" with n otes 
of the "Old Philatelist" pu.blis'hedl by 
L3sman in 19•16 at Pe!l:rograd. 

In 19'22 the monog,raph oof Wlod,zi­
mlerz Polansk( a.ppeared , tiHed, 
"Stamps and Postal Cancellations in 
•Poland in the 18th and, 19-th Centuries" 
jn Cracow a nd G8n eva. About 6•5 cop­
ies were printed -in Polis h , abou t 13'0 
in Flren ch a nd la ter, in 19315, abou t 300 
copies in German with remarks a nd 
a dditions by W. Rachm a n ow which 
w e'r e puM!shed by "Die Postmlarke." 

Amon g other later E:uropean funda­
mental independent studies giv,lng 
further new d•e tails it is n ecessary to 
m enti on : 

S,t, Mlkstein-"Block of 6- Polish or 
Russia n Stamp of 1860.' ' 

'St. Mi ks tein-M. R ychllk__:"App,!ying 
U l'tra Violet Rays for the Eyamina­
tion of Postage Stamps." 

·M. Ja n kowski-"Doulble color and 
ch a n ges of print on the fi rst P olish 
pos.tage s t amp.'• (Ikaros 1935 No. 46/ 
4 7). 

W. Rachmanow-"A n ew ad~tion to 
the history o.f the Polish stamp of 
·,_8•60." <Tkaros 193.8 No. 78/79. 

T . Gryzewski-"New error on the 
stamp o.f P •oland of 181601' (F!latetlsta 
Polski , Posen , 1948 No. 5/6). 

Also the "Illustrated. Phil'ate•!ic Re­
v.few" of 19:'-5 /26 published many ar­
ticl es of W. P olanski, r eca pitulating 
th e r esults of his publi cation fo r a 
wider cir:ula tion, to r ea ch th ose un­
able to acquire his orig ina l work be­
cause of th e limited P olish publication . 

As the first stamp l:ssued boy Polish 
Postal Authority of the Kingdlom of 
Poland it Is not only a pricel ess his­
tor ical document in itserf bu t a lso t es ­
t if ies t o t h e v-itality of the p eople and 
their stubiborn fight with the con­
quero,rs, but a lso circulates• a,mong the 
'.arge n um·ber of s ,tamp collectors 
through out the entire worl

0

d, thus con­
stantly r eminding them of Poland­
which at some periodls of hlslory is 
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stricken from the list of tree . na tions 
of the world. 

On this 9·0,th anniversary of the is­
suance of the first Polish stamp of 
1860 we hope to ar.ouse the Interest of 
stam p collecto l's of the world to re­
m ember this a ru1lversary in Pol ish 
philately. 

E d1itor's Note: 
Additional dlruta regarding Informa­

tion in this article will be found in 
'"!.'he Recent Polpex Articl es•" which 
ap•peared· in the Jun e RULLET[N on 
pag e 86-1. 

NEW ISSUES 
by Jack Domar 

The 15 zl. brown of the Internation­
a l Action of P eace s e t. The other 
stamp in the set is a 1•0 zl. olive green 
of the same design. 

The first of the -S ix Yoo.re Plan set 
to appear, a 1'5 zl. blue. J.t sho ws two 
construction wo,rke•r s . 
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The 50 zl. green of th e n ew type 
President Bierut stwm'p omittin g the 
three -J!ne bordler. I ssued! so tar were 
the 15, 20, 40 and 5-0 zl. valu es . 

W e have just rec<Yived a 1fi zl. b lack 
issued on the 2frth_ anniversary ~ the 
martyrs who fought for a ,Socialist 
. Polanr:l'. Pictured are thre e head·s iden­
tified respeotively as Hibner, Kniew­
sld, and Rutkowski. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Richard .S. Michonski #430 

U6 Mlller Ave. 
Buffalo 12, N. Y . 

Mi'chael M. Martin # Ul 
118 W . 7Hh St. 

New Yor k 2•3, N. Y. 
Joseiph C. Zoransky #4-32 

75 Church S't. 
P lymou th, Pa. 

APPLICATIONS .PENDING 
J . Luczyw ek 

1'5 Manstone Road 
London N. W. 2, England 

STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED 

" Th'a·nks to the members of Pol'onus 
for th.ei-r help in provid'ing stamps for 
our hoS'l)italized veterans. The lots 
which you turned! over t o me will do 
much to interest and ocm1py the time 
of these men who reaNy need d1iver­
sion. 

"Tha nks a:gain for your coop eration." 
"•Sincerely, 

W. V . Kenworthy, Reg. Com. 
Stamps For the Wounded" 

The above letter was rec eived by 
Barney Fialkowski after he turned in 
an enormous box of Polish strumps d'o­
nated .by .Toe Bieniecki, a·nd a large 
bag of stamps by Henry Choy,nackl. 

Let's kee p up this good work. P lease 
send your duplicates, old al'bums, lit­
erature, and supplies to Barney Fial­
kowski, 2633 N. Emmett ,St., Chicago 
47, 111. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE CONTEST 

Th e contest is on as of Sept. 1st! 
More prizes are pouring in! A leather 
bound· mint sheet f.lle and' a coIIlll)let e 
stock book were donated by Jack R u x; 
a vol. of Melville's Phantom Philately 
a nd a booklet-Philatelic Forger-Jes .by 
.Spy.ing Eye wore donated by Ben 
Reeves; two min t blocks of Scott # i304 
donated by A n thony K locek; a min t 
.block of t h e "Konapski" error and C11-

.......................... 
POLONUS PHILAT ELIC SOCIETYI 
Barn€'y Fialkowski, .Secretary 

2633 N. Emmett St. 
Chicago 47, Ill. 

Ac'Lam Kloskowski, Treasurer 
2&28 N. Drake Ave . 

Chicago 47, Ill. 

Pu blicat i on ■ Comm ittee 
Chester W. Mak'owsl<i, Chmn. 

2215 W. Cor,tez St. 
Chic-ago 2·2, Ill. 

Chester A. Schafe<r, Ed1itor 
21-44 W. Potomac Ave. 

Chicago 22 , Ill. 

Associ ate Editors · th is issue 
J •ack Doma r . ........................ . 

C12 used were donated •by John Skot­
nicki; a mint souvenir sheet #251 do­
nated, by Rich aird IDstka; another mint 
,,ouvenir sheet # ,2151 d1onated by Ro-' 
man Reinowski; and a m !nt set of 
Belgium # ,B17-24 donated by Sid 
Shayman. 

Our first e n try in the contest is 
Frank B. Jancowski who proposes for 
membership an Australian. 

Let's g-o! Get your first member to­
diay ! Appli : ation forms ca n be gotten 
from C. J. Miku-cki, 1844 N. Wlinches­
ter Ave., Chicago 2'2, III. 

TIO BITS 

Best wish es to Polonus from "down 
under" 1"ere received in a letter from 
member E . F. Reys of 1S"ydney, Aus­
tralia. He expresses his good wordi re­
garding the Larking serial articles in 
that they have added valuable infor­
,matio:-i to his Poland collection. 

Dr. Boleslaw Babowicz of Erie, Pa., 
sent m a card from R ome. He is on a 
vacaition tour of 1-taly, France, ,Spain 
and England. 

Me-mber Joseph A. Kloskowski from 
New Britain, Conn. poppedi into Chi­
cag-o and visited with Polonus mem­
bers Adlam K loslrnwskl, Myron -Sitec­
zynsk1i, and Doc· Kozy. 

The 19•51 Polpex Dlrecto~ was, a-p­
pointed by President .Dr. G'alaskiewicz. 
Adam Kloskowski was selected and he 
promptly began his big task. Any Ideas 
for a theme on the 19151 Seal, or any 
qugg-estions r ega:rdling the classifica­
tion of AXhib!ts and exhi•bit.ors will be 
ci!uly Wlc'lcome. Write to Ad'arn Klos­
kowski, 2·5•28 N . Drake Ave., Chicago 
47, Ill. 
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