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THE FORGERIES OF THE 1919 
GNIEZNO PROVISIONALS 

1919 Gniezno Provisional 

10 10 
Fak~ Genuine 81st stamp 

Identification Characteristics 
1. Strong irr,egular numerals, es­

pecially the "10"; almost all the num­
erals on the individual stamps of the 
sheet (of 100) are different, so that 
their positions may be ascertained. 

2. On the genuine stamp, the color 
of the overprint can be clearly dif­
ferentiated from the dull green, yel­
low green, and other green color var­
ieties of the forgeries. The "brown" 
of the genuine "5" is from bright red 
to slightly brown, and of the fakes, 

from red to dark brown. 
3. The color of the fakes is more 

tram parent (thinner) as compared 
with the thicker, in places fla:ky ap­
pearing, color of the genuine ove~ · 
prints. 

4. The hei'.rht of the numerals on 
the genuine overprints differs from 
that on the forgeries as follows: 

•·1" in "10": 
Height: Genuine 12.3-12.2 mm. ' 

Fake 12.5-12·,6 mm. 
"0" in "10": 

Height : Genuine 12.5 mm. 
Fake 12.6 mm. or more. 

"5" : Height: Genuine 9.25 mm. 
5. The width of "O" in "10" differs 

1919 Gniezno Provisional 

5 s 
Fake Genuine 
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greatly from the forgeries, namely: 
Genuine overprint 7.25-8.5 mm. 
Fake overprint 7.1-7.2 or 7.6-7.9 

mm. 
6. The overall width of both num­

erals (10) is: 11.6-11.8 mm. for the 
genuine, and smaHer than 11.6 mm. 
or larger than 11.8 mm. for the fakes. 

7. The numeral "5" on the genuine 
overprint (part of the issue) has a 
slight bend backwars in the upper 
curve. 

The irregularities of the numerals 
are more distinctly noticeable in the 
"10" than in the "5"; in the latt 0 r the 
main di'fferentiating characteristics 
are the color varieties and the very 
clea.r (most of the time easily visible 
to the naked eye) differences in the 
light of the numerals. The "10" was 
applied by means of a stencil, the "5" 
was overprinted with type. The forg­
eries are mostly made with t ype (also 
the "10"). A cert8in number of forg­
eries were overprinted with printers' 
type, and the irregularities added t 1 
it by hand with a fine camel-hair 
brush, but fortunately these can be 
easily detected by means of a quart , 
lamp. 

Typkal Marks of Genuineness 
of Some Stamps 

Each overprint in · a sheet of 100 
genuine stamps, h a;s its own peculiar 
type differences or characteristics, 
which are a substantial help in the 
recognition of the individual stamps, 
and these were not effectively dupli­
cated on the fake overprints. 

Some of the typical characteristics 
are (see figures) 
1st stamp: A distinctfve spur (hook) 

on the lower edge of the "0". 
63rd stamp: Small color spots, sep­

arated from the head of "1" (dam­
aged stencil). 

81st stamp: A salient thickening of 
the right upper inner curve of the 
"0" and a small "horn" at the right 
upper outer curve of the same nu­
meral. 
The frequency of the Gniezno forg­

eries excees that of all other Polish 
overprinted stamps. Of 100 stamps 
submitted to examination, ninety-six 
of the "5" were fakes, and ninety­
two of "10." Of a second bat~h of 100 
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10 1'D 
1st stamp 63rd stamp 

82nd stamp 

stamps examined less than 10 per 
cent were genuine overprints. It 
would be therefore very reasonable 
to assume that at least 90 per cent of 
these overprints are forgeries. There 
were also some very clever imitations 
on covers tied in with other stamps 
and cancellations. The reasons for 
this extensive number of forgeries are 
that the overprint seems to be easy 
to fake, and the original stamp may 
be obtained for a reasonably low 
price. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 

S. A. Sikorski 
511 E . 250th St. 

Euclid 23, Ohio. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

W. Hermanowski 
1125 N. Richmond St. 

Chicago 22, Ill. 
Joseph Jaskulski 

4354 W. Potomac Ave. 
Chicago 51, Ill. 

Attention S. P . A. members: when 
you vote in this coming election re­
member two good friends of Polonus, 
J. Edw. Vining and member Ben 
Reeves, who are candidates for the 
Board of Directors. Polonus endorses 
them wholeheartedly. 
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POLAND 
The Postal Issues During and After the Great War 

by the late COL. R. N. W. LARKING, C.B.E., F.R.P.S.L. 

May 3rd, 1927, 10 gr. plus 5, gr., pur­
ple, and 2Kl g r . plus 5 g r., indigo. Tihere 
i-s a green burelage on the face of the 
10 gr., an d a .strruw burelage on the 
2,0 gr. T.h e design on both stam;:,-s 
!!h o+wed the face of a woman hoM.:n~· 
a ,ligh ted Roman lamp in h er lelft hand. 
Below is the inscriprtion "N•A O S1W I ­
ATiE (For Education) Gr 5." These 
stam ps were iss•ued for the ben efit of 
the Polls·h State S:chools, the addition­
al 5 gr. going to them. The• stam ps 
w er e printed on thin wove paper and 
perforated 12xll½. 

r.. ... 
iv Mllll:DlYIU.IOOOWY 1«>111Cffl 
M(fflYWY I '4tt,,u,CJI ~ 
~WAl'SZAWA · )O-V-•·v\o'927.~ 

Kaczkowski Slowacki 

June ·1s t, 19:217, 10 gr., grey-g r een , 25 
g r ., scarlet, 4·0 gr., ·blue. A ll three 
stamps bear the povtrait of Dr. Karo•! 
K aczko•w s!ki, who was b orn in War­
saw in. 179·7, and died 1·8•67. H e, was 
Chief of th€ Polish A,rmy Mel1ical 'Ser-

v ice in 1831. This issue wa s made to 
commemorate the 4th Arm y Medical 
arud Pharmaceut,ca·l In.ter natianal Con­
gres•s , h eid in Warsarw o,n the 30 th 
May unti,l the 4·t:h J,une, 192,7. The 
.stamps were printed on t h in w ove pa­
p er. The 10 gr. and 215 gr.

1 
we.re per-

1orruted L2xll½, the 40 g,r. 1,21½ . 
July ls•t, 192'7, 20 gr., claret , b ea,ring 

the portrait of S lowackl. 
.JuUus Slowackl was b orn in 180'9 and 

died in 1~149 . A great writer a nd p oet. 
a nd, creator of th e Polish Nation a l 
drama. His dramas an.cl tragedies, d e ­
r ived from Polish h istory and legends 
of th e past, still form the gr oundwork 
qf a Polish repert ory. T he s1:amps were 
printed! on thin wove p ape,r, anid per ­
fo r ated 12½x13. 

Pi lsudski Mos cicki 

F ·ebruar y 1st, 192-8, 25 gr. , brown , 
're ll o<w-bro,wn, r ed - brown, bearing the 
, ortrait of Marn•hal PHsudski. The 
,tamps· w er e printecl on t hin wove pa­
per, varying in, thickn ess a_nd. p e rfo-r ­
a t ecl l2 X,ll½ and li2·½Xl•3. 

May ,3'rd, 19-2·8 , 50 gr. and 1 zl. , sepia, 
beruring the portraits of MarSJhal Pil­
sudlski (50 gr. ) and P r es,ide nt Ignacz 
M-o-s-c,icki (1 zl. ), Thes e stam ps w er e 
printed together in small sheens w ith 
a s,pa.ce b.et-w€en them inscribed 
"WIAiRJSA WA 192-8," and were iss11ed 
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to commemorrute the Nations:! IThlla.­
telic Exhibition held In Warsaw on 
t1he 3rd May, 1'9:218. Th e s,heets· w ere 
sold at 3 zl. each, the 1.50 zJ. abo ve 
the value of the stamps padd for ad.­
mission to the Exhibition. 

The stamps were reces•s-prlnted on 
whi,te wove paper and pexfo,rated 12%. 

General Bem 

19:2'8, 2,5, g-r., carm.f;ne, b;,aring the 
portrait ,o,f General Bem, tog-e.the,r with 
four notable dates in his, life. 

Jozef Bem was· born in Bur;ek in 
17'9•4 and edl\lcated at Cracow Uni ver­
sity. In 1809, enter ed Cadet Corps· in 
Wars,aiw. In 1812 served in Rus,sLan 
Campaign as ArtiHery L]eutenant. 
From 1815 ,to ,18125, s,erved in tihe Army 
of the- Congress Kingdom. In 1'830. 
came t o Warsaw, beca1me a Major of 
Artillery and later a General. In 1831. 
emigrated with other Poles, to Paris. 
In 184·8, directed the D efons1e o-f Vi­
enna. In the Hungariam Campaign, 
proved hi,s, great bravery an:d miHtanr 
gifts, for wihlch Hungarians,, in 1880, 
erected a memorial in Marosz Vasar­
haly in hi-s honour. On conclusion of 
the Hurngarian war, r-eHred. to Turkey 
wihere he adopted the JOs,lam faith and 
was k-niown under the name of Murat 
Pasha. He waJs author Olf many works 
on Math ematics and Military Hisrt:ory. 
He dlled at Aleppo (:Sy•ria) on the 10th 
Decem>b er, 11850. His r e mains w er,e 
brought back to his native town ot 
Tarnow in 192'9 amidst gil'eat celebra­
tions both by Poles a nd Hungarians. 
The staillll)s w e,re pirinted on thin wov e 
p•aper arnd perforated 12•½x13. 

October 1912•8, 50 g:r; ., s1late, s1late,.­
gr-ey, greenish slate, bearing the, por­
traLt of Marsh1al Pilsudski. 1 zl., s.late ­
blue, on er-earn, black on cream, bear­
ing the portrait o-f President Mosci.cki. 
These two stamps were printed from 
the same plate as was used for the 
is,sue of the 3rd May, 1'92,8. 

The 50 gr. was. printed on wove pa­
per varying in t hickn ess. There are 
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many v;arleties of pm-foratlon . namely: 
10½, 11½, 12, l 1Z½, lOl½xLl, 1-0½x 

11½, 10·½x12,, lO'½x.12% , llxll½, llx 
12·½, ll½x12, ll½xl-2'½, ll½x.113½, 
ll½xl-4, 12:XlO'½ , 112txll½, 1-2ocli21½, 12x 
13,½, 1,2xl4, W½ xll½ , 12'½x12, l 12½x 
14, 13·x12i½, 113•½xll½ , 13'½ x 12,, 13 ½x 
1.2½ , 13½xl-3, HxlO½, 1'4xll½, 1•4x12, 
1'4-X12½, li4"xL3,. But mo-re ar,e undoubt­
edly to be found. 

The 1 zl. was printed on a veirtically 
laid pruper, (a) with lines 1 mm. apart, 
(b) with lines ½ mm. apart, with the 
fol.lowing perforatio,ns: 
(a) 11½, ll½xl:3½, ll½x.14, 1,2Xll½, 

12x131½, 12x l4, 12'½x14, 14xll½, 
Nxl,2,, 14xl-21½. 

1(1b) U½. l2i½ , ll½x13½ , ll½x14, 12x 
11½, 1>2x1':ll½, 12xl4, 12,½xll ½, 
12'½x1•2, 12'½x13½ , 12,½xl4, 13x 
11-½ , 13 ½x12'½, l14x.ll ½ , 1'4xl.2·, 14x 
1211,~. and probably many more. 

I have s een one co,py of this s•tam.p 
on horf,z0,n1tal']y laid paper (b) , perfot·­
ate:d 11½. 

Sienkiewicz 

November 119,2,s, 15 gr., d,eep blue, 
blue, bearir.•g the po,r.trai,t of ,S,ienki"l·­
wic2. 

H enryk S-iernkie wicz was born in 18 !!l 
and died at Vevey, Switzer .land, No­
vember 16th, 1'916. He was a celebrat­
ed wriiter a nd novelist. Author o-f "VVith 
Sword and Fi-r-e" (188-4), "Quo Vadi,s·" 
(18,9·6), etc., etc. The Nobel prize for 
literature w a'S bestowed on him in Hl05. 
His bo.d•y was removed f.rom S-'witze.r­
land in 192·4 for re-burial in, Poland. 
'.!'he s tam,ps were p-ri.n.te cl on -thin wove 
paper in sh eets of 150 s tamps (ten 
r ows of 15 s,tamps eaclb.) , the control 
numibers being on the l•eftt margin of 
the sheet. The perforations, a re 12½ •• 
and 12x12-½. 

Jan,uary 4th, 1912'9, 215 gr., red-brown , 
showing a d1rawing of the an cient •Slav 
g-od, "S\via,towid." 

.Swiato-wid w as, one of the most hJg h­
ly wors1hipp-ed Sl-avoni-c pagan gods. 
In Arkonia, on the island of Rugen , 
oH the Pom,eranian coast on the west­
ern Bal,tic , S1wiatowid had a fa:mous 
,te-mple. He was, however, wors·hip;pecl 
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in many other pl'aces. ,S1wla towid was 
-represented with fo1ur faces,, to face 
the four po-ints of the comp,ass . This 
stamp was issued on th e occas1io-n o f 
t he Polish National Exhibition at Poz ­
nan. 

'I1he st,a:mps were printed on thiJn 
wove pape,r in s1heets of 7(} stamps 
(s,even rows of 10' stamps each) ancl 
p erforated 12:½x12. 

E 'arly in 1929, and im:med-iately fo,1-
l owing the forega,in,g Commemorative, 
a n ew i ssue o f low value,s began· t o 
appear, namely, 5 gr ., viol et , 10 gr ., 
green, a:1d, .25 gr., red-brown. The d e­
sign i s th e same for a ll the val ue 1, 

'POCZTA - P'OLiSKA" at th1e top. the 
Polish Eagle i,n the centre, and th e 
valu e Lelcw, with a column contain ­
ing flow ers or orna'Tlents on eac;h si de. 

The sit a.m ps• were prin<te.d on ,thin 
wove pap er in sheets of 1•50 s<tam,,s 
1ten rows of 15 s<tam.ps each) , and per­
forated 12,½. 

King Sobieski 

]n Septem-be•r 19130, a n ew value, was 
issued, a 75 gr. p,urple, a small stamp 
bearing th e portrait o f John IiII So-bie­
s-ki. 

J ohn Sobi eski was· elec•t ed King of 
Poland in 1-674 , and, during his reign , 
he fought and d,e,feated t]J.e Turks at 
Vienna, a ncl saved t:he, 0apital of Aus­
tria. H e died in 1619,6. 

T ,h e sta:mps were typo,g•raph ed in 

s1heets of 150,, and perforated 1•2x12 ½. 
On th£• 20th November, 19·30, th e:·e 

a ppe:ired th e first stamp (5 gr.) o f a 
new seri·es of four value,s. namely, o 
gr. viole,t, 1,5 g,r. blue, .2,5 gr. brown­
lake, and 310 gr. c3Jrmine i s,sued to com­
memorate th e centenary o•f the Na­
tional Insurrecti on against Russia (2•9 '.h 
November, 18'30, to 7th Sept., 18.&1). 
'I1he design depicts the Polish Eagle 
between two soldiers of ,bhe famous 
.Jith Regt. of l<~oot, called "The, War­
s-aw ChiLd,ren." This r egimeil't immor­
talised itseH fighting agains,t the Rus­
s,ians at Grochow and I g anie, small 
towns n ear Warsaiw, where the two 
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.prindpal engagements were fought 
a rncl won. 

Th e s,tam-ps were sru,r.fa,ce-printecl- on 
white wove pa,p er, wi thout watermark, 
and. p•erfoirated 12½ x13. 

This complet es the Pos tal Lssues to 
date. 

XVII. POSTAGE DUE ST.AM.PS 
LOCAL ISSUES 

T owns in So t.: th e,rn Poland onl y 
were res1p·on1sibl e f or th e i ss ue of "Post­
age Due" -s,tam1J,S l ocaHy . These took 
th e form of an over ,p,rint on th e then 
cu r rent issues. Th e ove,rprint was ~ith ­
er hand,stampecl, t ,•ped, or p,rinte d in 
y ario l's coloured inks. 

'Ilhe earliest i s,su es a,r:,peare.a· towar d1s 
tJh e end of 1<91.8, siim'Ultaneo,usl y with 
the local provis-io-na,J pos,bage st amps 
iss,uecl at that time. 

Current Austrian "Pos,t ag•e Dues," 
and in some cases t he pos,tage sta,m1ps, 
were acl,apited fo,r this purpose by over­
printin g them "POCZTA POLSiKA" 
with or wi,thout the PoHsh Eagl e. F ·ew 
of these stamps w ere reall y necessary , 
and most of them were bought up by 
collectors and other incliv!duals wh c, 
g ot a few pa,ssed through the p·ost, or 
h a d the,m "r:,ostmarked to o,rder." 

Th e fol.lowing i s a lis,t of t own s 
which i ssue,d the,; e shmps, t h e n atu re 
of the over,print, and t h e staml)s ove ,·­
p,rinted: 

1. Mil:ELEC. 
(i) "P:oczta Po,lsl<a," rubibeir-s tam,ped 

in black, in two lines, on the 5, 10, 
15, .2,0, 3·0 'ha!. Austrian " Du es" o: 
1'91'6. 

(ii) "POCZT A. **, POLSKA," rubber ­
-stamped in black, in three lines, 
on the 5, 10, 15, 15 /'316, 20, 2·5, 30,, 40, 
50, 50/42 h a!., 5 kr. Austrian 
"Dues" o,f 1'916-17. 

(iii) "Poczta Polska," rubhe,r- s,tam·ped 
in violet, in two lin es, on the 5, 10, 
15, 1,5/36, 20<, 215, 30 , 4·0, 50, 50 /42 
ha,!., 5, 10 kr. Austrian "'Du e,s" c,f 
1916-17. ,(Fig. 1.) 

(iv) E 'agle with C-rown, rubbeir-s,ta:m p­
ed in black om the 5, 10, 10/214, 15/ 
3,6, .20/'514, 30 ha!. Austrian "Dues" 
of 191,6-17. 

2. l\1YISLF)NICE. 
(i) "Poczta Polska," mach'ine-p,rin.ted 

in bla0k, in two lines, SJJaced both 
1 '¼ and 4 mm., on the 1, 5, 10, 10/ 
214, 15, 15/2, 15/36, 20, 20/54, 25, 
30, 40, 50, 50/42 ha!. (Fig . 2,.) 

(ii) "Pocz,ta Pols,lrn," machine-printed 
in black, in, one line, on the 1 ha!. 
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POCZTA POC.ZT /1 
Poezta y f"O L SK fl 

Poczta • Polaka 
Polll'ka Pl'LSKA ~ 

l 
2 3 4 5 6 

POCZTA . PORTO l~I POftl'-' POLSKA Porto PORTO 
7 8 9 10 11 12 

Overprints on Local Postage DuH . 

(iii) "Polska Poczta," machtnle-printed 
in black, in one line, on the 1 h al. 

(iv) Eagle with Crown, l t6x2'2 mm., 
metal-stamp ed in black, on the 5, 
15, 15/136, 20/5·4, 30, 40 hal. All .:rn 
Ausitrian "Dues" of 191'6-l 7. (Fig. 
3.) 

3. PRZEtMY,SIL. 
(i) "PO:OZ1TIA." E 'agle with Crown, 

"POLSKA," rubber-sitamped in vi­
ole t or red, in ,three lines, on tJh e 
5, 10, 1on4, 1-5, 15;2, t5f,36, 210, 2-01 
54, 25 (11!)08-13), 25, 3·0, 40, 50/ 42 
1ha l., 1, 5, 10 kr. Austrian "Dues" 
of 1'916-J. 7. (Fig. 4.) 

(ii) T 'he same overprint on the 10 h a !. 
Bos1nia "Due" of 1-91·6-1'8. 

4. RiOZWADOW. 
(i) "POCZTA POLSKA," Ela,g1le with 

Crown, "ROZW,A-DO,W," -rubber­
sta mped in vio-let, in four lines, 
on th e l, 5, 10, 10>/ 214, 15, 15/ 316, 20, 
20/54, .25, ,30, 4·0, 50, 50/42 ha!., 1, ii, 
10 kr. 

(ii) The same, but without the wor d 
"RiOiZWADOIW," on similar va,Lu es . 
All on Ausbri•an "Dues" of 1916-1'7 . 
(Fig. 5.) 

5. S-WIA"l'NIKI GORNE. 
(i) "Polska," ,s ix- ray sita r. "poczta," 

rubber - stamped in bla,ck, on 1 ha!. 
A us>t1rian "Due" of 1916. 

(ii) As ( i ) , but wi1:Jh "PORTO," 18x3 
mn1., ad:de-d below "poczta," on th e 
5, 6, 10, 20 ha!. Austriam .posta g e 
s tam,p,s of 1'91·6·-1 7. 

( iii) A,s (ii ), but with "PORTO," in a 
frame, 16'½x6 mm., on the 10 ha!. 
postage st.a.mp, of 11916. 

(iv) As (i) , but without the sitar, on 
the 1, 2·5, -50/421 h a !. "Dues" of 
1'916-17. 

(v) A-s (ii), but with ou t the star, on 
the 6, 10, 12, 20, 50 h a !. postage 
stam'ps, of 11l16 -17. 

(vi) as (iii ), but without ,the star , on 
the 10· hal. postage stamp of 1916. 

(vii) ''Pol-ska .poczta," in two lines, 
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with a six-ray star below, rubber­
stamped in r ed , on the 15/ 2 ha!. 
·'D ue" of 1'916. 

( viii) As (vi), but with "PORTO" a d d­
ed a t the foot of the stamp in 
black, on the 10- ,hal. postage stamp 
of 11916. 

6. TARNOW. 
(i) Eagle without Crown , m e.tal­

s,tam1ped in blacl<, on the 5, 15, 30 
ha!., 1 k r. Aus1tr-l'an ''Dues," of 1916. 
(Fig. ~-) 

(ii) "Rzp. Polska," machin~ -printed 
,diagon aJ ly on the 5 hal. "Due" of• 
1916. 

The fo1lowLng "Pos tage 
issued eairl y in 191'9: 

Dues" wer0 

7 . .S'KALAT. 
"POCZTA POLSlKA in a curved 
line , Eagle with Crown, .SKALAT," 
metaJl - stampe,d in black, on the 5, 
10. 15/3.6, 210'/54, 2·5, 3-0, 40, 50/42 
ha!., 1 kr. Austrian "Dues" o,f 1·91 6-
17. 

8. CRAOOW. 
"POCZ'l\A POLSKA" in two lintis, 
with rhomib between, machine­
printed in bJ.aok on the 5, 10. 15, 
15/-36, 20. 215. 30, 40, 5(}/42 ha!., 10 
kr. (Fig. 7), and, with a sc-roll be­
tween, lithograph ed in· red , on the 
1, 5, 10 kr. 

Among these a r e some of the rar ­
es t stamps. of the count·ry. The follow -
ing is the number of eae1h denomina­
tion tha t received the over-p r-int : 

5 h a ! . . . . . . . . . . 314,0-00 
10 " . . . . . . . . . . 100 
15 .. . ......... 7•6,5150· 

15/3161 " • • • • • • • • • • 6(}0 
2'0 " . . . . . . . . . . 400-
25 " . . . . . . . . . . 8;62-0 
30 " . . . . . . . . . . 2,210 
4-01 " . . . . . . . . . . 1,00(} 

5();/42 " . . . . . . . . . . 5,970' 
1 kr. . . . . . . . . . . 80' 
5 " . . . . . . . . . . 80 

10 " . . . . . . . . . . 40 
10 " (black OV'J)t.) 1-6 
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NEW ISSUES 
by J. J. Domar 

A 45 groszy red stamp was released 
for the 1st of May. It shows a worker 
facing left and holding an unfurled 
banner in his left hand and a pneu­
matic tool in his right hand. In the 
upper left corner are the words, "1 
Maj," in the lower right is the value, 
"45 gr." and across the bottom "Pocz­
ta Polska," It is printed by the photo­
gravure method. 

The 45 groszy "Picasso, Dove of 
Peace" stamp has appeared with a 
machine overprint of 45 gr. over 15 

zloty. The unusual thing about this 
is that there was no previous infor­
mation to the effect that this stamp 
ever was issued in a 15 zloty value. 
I suppose now some of them will ap­
pear without the overprint at very 
fancy prices. If this is so, I hope that 
our members will not be foolish e­
nou v.h to buy them, since, in my opin­
ion they are not legitimate errors but, 
simply printers waste. Remember the 
15 zloty, blue, Pres. Bierut stamp? 
Well, I was informed this week by 
one of our dealer members that he 
now is getting them at regular prices. 
His advice is to lay off the sucker 
prices. 

I suppose the Picasso, 40 groszy 
rlue, will be found overprinted on a 
10 zloty value. This is merely sup­
position not fact at the moment. 

A new issue of two stamps made 
its appearance this past week, a 40 
groszy blue and a 45 groszy, black. 
In size it is similar to all of the re­
cent issues except that it is printed 
across the wide part. 

It was designed by B. Brandt and 
engraved by E. Konecki. The design is 
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the same on both values. It. is an illus­
tration of a steel mill, across the top 
it reads, "Budujemy Nowa Hute," 
meaning "We are building new mills." 
The value is in the lower ri ght and 
across the bottom "Poczta Polska." 

A new 10 groszy Postage Due was 
released in the current design. 

From Dr. H. F 'enigstein a member 
in Toronto a note was received stat­
im: that there are two types of the 
redrawn Scotts #477 (6 year plan). 
The 1st, the cross hatching goes thru 
the 4 of 45 gr. and the other has a 
white outline around a part of the 4. 

An issue of six stamps · is to be re-

leased on May 24 to commemorate 
the First Polish Congress of Science. 
The stamps are to honor Polish scien­
tists; values are: 25 gr. Stanislaw 
Staszic 1755-1826, Scientist and So 0

-

ial Crusader; Marie Curie 1867-1934, 
Scientist, teacher and author; 45 gros­
zy, Zyp-munt Wroblewski 1845-1888 
and Karol Olszewski 1846-1915, "The 
Siamese Twins of Polish Science"; 60 
gr. Prof. Nencki; 1.15 zloty Nicolas 
Copernicus 1473-11543, "The Father of 
Modern Astronomy" and a 1.35 zloty, 
symbolic design. 

Ministry of Post s and Tele­
graph, Poland 

Joseph Bienecki 
Frank Warner (STAMPS) 

TIDBITS 
Poland's newly established Union 

of Polish Stamp Clubs as yet has not 
published any philatelic periodicals. 
They intend to begin publishing ac­
tivity shortly however, featuring the 
simple and popular type of philatelic 
articles. They claim that in the past 
articles have been too specialized and 
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over the head of the average collector. 
Barney Fialko,wski took a third a­

ward with his Alb:rnia at the recent 
Austin Philatelic Soc. Show. 

At a recent meeting Edwin C. 
Hopps bro;;ight his collection of Thurn 
and Taxis covers. Lester Jankowski 
acted as moderator at the discussion 
that night. Polonus has adopted a new 
policy which will continue through the 
year-members bring in collections 
which they are about to mount and 
the society decides what is the best 
way to mount it. 

On another meeting nh ht raul Ja­
kubko brought his Portu3"al and Jack 
Domar acted as moderator. 

Women im·aded Polonus at a recent 
meeting when Mrs. Viola K·.m~e·· dor ·· 
of the Chicag·o Wor:' en's Stamp Club 
lectured and displayed her Vatican 
Ci ty. Polonus p'a,·ed host to her and 
many of the Women's Stamp O ub 
members l:y putting on a tradi tbna\ 
Beeba. 

It is with deep regret we learn th :·.t 
member Frank Prescott and member 
Tony Banasiak's father passed away. 

A net profit of $133.42 was report­
ed for Polpex 1951 by Polpex Treas­
urer Jack Rux. Incidentally, Jack and 
his wife Ethel are cel -:brating 25 
years of marriage this ;:10nth. Con­
gratulations on the net profit and 
the anniversary ! 

At the last May meetinz Polonus 
welcomed out of town mer.,bers Leo 
Topolinski and Aloysius Paruszynski 
of Milwaukee, Wis. 

A Polish philatelic group in Pitts­
bur gh, Pa., is planning ?. stamp ex­
hibit November 17 and 18, 1951. 

Linn's Weekly issued a special 
number of their magazine for Pol­
onus. 

Among enterprising Chicago Polon­
us members may be listed two more 
names: those of Richard Estka and 
Anton Klocek. Richard opened up an 
Ice Cream Parlor at 1637 W. 63rd 
St. and Anton opened up a tavern at 
Diversey and Central. 

John Wendt was a principal speak­
er at the Havvthorne Stamp Club re­
cently. He showed his film and 
stamps of Ireland. 
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John Gapinski ..... ..... ·--··-··--
MAKE YOUR WORTHLESS 

STAMPS VALTJABLE TO 
HOSPITALIZED VT.:TERANS 

There are many American service­
men in Veterans' Ho3pitals who need 
some -form of re ~rea ' ion. The "Stamps 
for the Wo·: nded" campai ·n wa, 
started sevec.l years ago, and now, 
more than ever, there is a need for 
staF' ps. 

Many of these Veterans are ex­
tremeb interested in stamp collect­
ing, but because of the lack of ma_­
terial and accessories, are unable to 
collect. The recreational and occupa­
tion::il values of stamp collecting are 
great. Stamps and accessories are 
needed. 

Recently a campaign was started 
to raise good material, our purpose is 
to gather stamps, albums and acces­
rnries and distribute them to Veter­
ans' Hospit~.ls having patients inte,·­
ested in stamps. With the co-opera­
tion of meml:: ers we hope to make 
this project an over-whelming suc­
cess. 

YOU, as members of Polonus Phil­
atelic Society can give our project a 
great push and afford countless hours 
of recr ea~ion to many young men and 
women with boring time to contend 
with. 

Send your unwanted stamps now; 
and we will send them to the veterans 
immediately.-Please do it now. 

"STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED" 
cl o Barney J. Fialkowski 

2633 N. Emmett St. Chicago 47, III. 
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