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SOME POLISH FORGERIES 
hy Herman Stallberg 

TranslaHon from the German hy John Gapinski 

THE POZNAN ISSUE OF 1919 
(Germania overprinted "Poczta 

Polska") 

In this issue there are more forger­
ies in circulation and in collections 
than there are genuine ones even 
though the value of this set is com­
paratively ineXipensive. The forgeries 
are so numerous that many coI!ectors 
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think that their fa:kes are the origin­
als, while the latter are seldom seen. 
The genuine stamps are •primarily 
recogniz-ed by their deeo· black over­
prints and by the slightly ascending 
and des1cending arrangement of the 
letters in the wo11d "Poczta". The for ­
geries have often a blue-black and a 
dark blue overprint, and most of them 
have the letters in the ,,nord "Poczta" 
arranged in a perfectly horizontal 
line. Forgeries wit,h deep black over­
prints have usually thinner letters. 
The numeral "5" on the 2 fen. stamp 
is slightly curved at the top while in 
most forgeries it is perfectly straight. 

• 

GENUINE FAKE 
Wid th "Poczta" 11mm 12.l-12.2mm 

"P olska" 10.8-Umm ll.4-11.6mm 
Overall distance of 

numeral s : 1'5 .2mm 16.8mm 
In this set often, only the 5 on 2 

fen stamps are faked while the rest 
of the set is genuine. In contrast to 
t he ma,i ority of fakes of all ot her P ol­
ish overprints, these are very well 
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executed, and can only be disting­
uished by comparisons with the fe ,_,; 
characteristics of the genuine stamps. 
There are two kinds of fakes known 
whose r ecognition is quit e easy be­
cause the horizontal arrangement of 
the let t ers in the word "Poczta" de-­
viates from the originals. 

There are a great number of forg­
eries distributed of the 5 ½ fen stamp 
with inverted overprint, recognizerl by 
the too thin letters (bl,ack) but oth­
erwise decei,ving, closely copied from 
the originals in their type and meas­
urements. 

Very often these forgeries are made 
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on the Germania stamp of 1902 which 
has no watermark-positively a little 
too strong expectation of the gullibil­
ity of the collector. 

THE RED CROSS ISSUE OF 1921 

The forgeries of this issue are rel­
atively badly executed and not as nu­
merous as with the other o•verprints. 
They are .Jess frequently found on in­
dividual stamps than on covers tied 
with other stamps and spurious can­
cellations. These f'akes are recognized 
espedally by the more brownish red 
color of the ink and the inexact exe­
cution of the double lines which en­
close the Red Cross. These double 
lines are further apart in the fake 
overprints and not as precisely uni­
foN11. 

The enclosing double lines are on 
the faked overprints partly thicker 
than on the originals, and often brok­
en in severaJl places. The ,br-eaks may 
also occur on the genuine stamps. 

The color of the overprint on the 5 
and 2·0 mk. is dull cinnaber red, on 
the other values carmine. On tbe fake 
overprints the color is more brownish 
red or a too bright carmine. The 
highest value of this stamp, the 20 
plus 30 mk., is more frequently faked 
than the cheaper varieties. 

In examining these stamps small 
deviation in the drawing of the "30" 
may also be detected ( on the forg e:.-­
ies the upper stroke on the numeral 
"3" is very straight and slightly as­
cending instead of horizontal), and 
the value indicating "MK" ( on the 
forgeries smaller, often invisi,ble) can 
be used as a means of differentiation. 
The former descri'bed characteristics 
are more dependa;bJ.e than the latte r ; 
the latter do not have to be ,~onsid­
ered seriously. 

Forgeries which ha,ve similar thick­
ness and distance between the double 
lines, can be differentiated by the de­
viating colors of the ink. 

;~ -----:- ' 

TIDBITS 

Polonus meetings are getting back 
in the groove again. At the October 
26th meeting Program Chairman John 
Waksrnanski featured John .Wendt 
showed a fine, complete Irish collec­
Hon, gave an a:ccount of this coun­
try's history as portrayed on stromps, 
and enlightened us with th~ facts a­
bout the Blarney Stone and St. Pat­
rick. After the meeting a Beeba fol­
lowed with our President Dr. Kozak­
iewicz acting as host. 

The Chicago PhilateJi,c S,odety held 
its ExMbition Nov. 2, 3, and 4 at the 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago, and award­
ed four Pol'onus members with mzjor 
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awards. A First A•ward went to Ben 
Reeves for his Heligoland, Second 
Awards went to Edward C. Hopps fo ;­
his Thurn and Taxis, and to Col. 0. 
H. S1chrader for his Tibet. A Third 
Award went to Barney Fialkowski for 
his Albania. 

In conjunction with this .Exhibition 
the American Philatelic Congres·s held 
a session. They selected papers of 
member Edward C. Hopps for publi­
cation in the American Philatelic 
Congr ess Handbo'ok. 

Larry Zieler has done it again! Af­
ter being aischarged and living the 
life of a civilian for a month, he re­
enlisted in Uncle Sam's Air Corps, 
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POLAND 
The Postal Issues During and After the Great War 

by the late COL. R. N. W. LARKING, C.B.E., F.R.P.S.L. 

PORT 
GDANSK 

"The overp1rint "PORT GDAN,SK" 
is in two lines, and in thick blo-ck let­
ters, and it vairie.s i<n s ize according 
to -the is·s'U e. 

The fo.Jl.o,wing is- a list of Palish 
' s1tamps l!ha,t h1ave been overp,rinted: 

5-th Jan., 1'91215-over.p.rirnt measuri•ng 
16½x7 mm. on the firsrt e.Jeven va;lues 
(1-5,0 gr.) of the 1,9,2,4 issue of Po1'and; 
perf. 12xll½ only, and on (a) thin 
wove paper; (b) very thin, almost pe­
l'ure p·aper. 

19216---,t!he same overp,rin!t on t,he 1'92,5 
iss,ue of Pok;,nd, perf. 121xll½, oil1 thin 
wove paper, rund Die I only. 

5 and 10 Gr. 
19216-218-the same overprint, but 

merusuring 1'7x8 ½ mm.. on the 1\);2,5-28 
i.s1s:u•es. of Poland, p,e,l'f. 12,½x13·, unle1ss 
ortherwise stated. 5 and 10 gr. D!,e II, 
15 gr. Die I (perf. l 'l½x12), 115 ge. 
Die II (perf. 13x121%) , 20 gr. (ship) 
Die I, 2'0 gr, (£\hip) Die II, 2'5 gT. 
(PHs1udski), 1 zl. (Moscicki) with var­
ious p.er'foratioms. 

·The, 75th srta,m,p on a sheet of this 
is1s•ue· ha.s the "0'' of "PORT" broken 
on the left. 

192'9-3•0-,the .same overprint, but 
measuring 15x7¼ mm. on the· 192'8-319 
A-l'ms· issue of Poland. 

5, 10 and 25 Gr. 

tants in the plebi:Sc.ite diistrict of East­
ern Silesia. 

s. 0. 
1920ir 

s. o. 1920. 

Certain va1'ues of the firs:t de:fin'ite 
iss'Ue of 190.9 and 1920 were ada;pted 
far thus, purvos,e by -overprirnt.ing them 
",S. 0. 1:9210" (Silesi,e O.rienrtale 19.20). 
The 5, rn, 15, 215 anil 50 fen. were ovie r­
p,ri.nted in tJwo linoo, the 1, 1½, 2, 2½ 
a•nd 5 kr. in one line. 

These ov.erprinrted, stamps were is­
sued for the duration of the plebisdt , 
in Eas:tern ,sHesia unde,r Polish admin ­
ist,l'atio,n . 'llhat parrt of Eastern ,SiJiesd:L 
under Czed1,o-lS.!ovakian adminisrtra­
tion bo,re a similar ove,rprint on 
stamps, of Czecho-Siovakia. 

Although the lower vahrns were in 
mark currency, th1oy were sold in krr-on­
en currency, and, during ,the plebiscite 
peri.od, stam,ps• in halerzy cur,rency 
wiithou1t ovenprint werre a lso used. 

On completi·on of the pleb~sdte, a nd 
the, final d.ivi.sion of Easitern ,SHes,ia, 
these ov\lrprinted strump,s were with­
d1m ,wn• from circulation and replaced 
by the ord,intury fen:ni an:d' m:arki 
stamps. 

The• followlng check-lis1t gives, the 
va,ri-eties of pap1er and! perfo.raiti,on to. 
be found on thes.e overprinted st'amplS: 

IO II} 
X X 

Perf. 10 IIJ u½ 10 

t 
Pcrf. 10 

IO 11} 
X X 

n½ ro-
19,311--,the same overprint on the 15 

gr. blue (ISienkieC\vicz). 
In the last two is,s'!rns 11he o-verrpdnt 

on the 613rrd stamp is dr,op,ped 1 mm. 
belo,w the others; in 1:Jhe 48th and 1118th 
stamp,s it i.s, d.rop,ped ½ mm. 

-------- ---- - - ------1--1--1---1--

XXI. PLEBISCITE ISSUES 

EASII"E!RN SIDLES[A 

O.n the 15,th May, 19210, s:tamps wer'l 
i,s,s•ued! by t:he Minis-try of Pos:ts and 
Teiegiraphis for the use of the inlhabi-
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Thin wove. T kick -;:vovc. 
.5 fen. • • I kr. e 
IO " •••• I½ • 
15 " • • 2 " • 
25 ,, • 2½ " • 
so " • • 

Thick wove. 
15 fen. e 

5 " • 
Thin rn·ove. 

I'kr. e 
25 , • 2 ,, • 
so ., • 2½ ,, 

s " Ribbed. 
1½ kr. e 
2½ " • 

• ~ • • • 
• • • • 
• • 

• • • • • • 
• e 
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-----'--'-'--"--_:_-'--...:...-------....., .... ;,., . . -',lJ 

\ ...... , . 
74 



The same plate varieties that a p ­
p ear on the n ormal s,tamp are found 
on these. 

T h e following overprint varie ties oc ­
cm· -on all the fe,nni values, namely: 

On .the 30th srtam p in a sheet of the 
ea,y,ly overprintings, t he "0 " of "S. O." 
i"' curopped ½ m m. b eiow the "S," th e 
stop bein g on the a lig nmen,t. 

O n ,s,eve-ral stamps. in a sheet, t he 
da te "192'0" is, not directl y u nde,r '' S. 
O.," IJu,t either to the right o r left of it. 

All th e above issue are known , im­
per forate. 

It was fLrst intended to is sue stam ps 
of a special design for tlhe plebiscite 
distric t of Eruste.rn Si!esfa. This, how·­
e\,e,r, did no,t find favour wi,t h the In ­
tc>nnaitional P lebiscite Com,mislS.ion, and 
t he issu,e was aba,ndoned . P r oofs af 
foese s,tamps a,re known to have b een 
ma,de. 

UPPER Sr1LEIS1'.A 

On t•he 17th June, 19•2:l , a set of s,e v­
e n srtamps was is,sued b y the Ins,ur­
gen t Governmen,t in Upper S ilesia un­
Ct e r D eputy w·ojc.iech K,orfa,nty, by 
Order No. 50, dated l r5th June , 1'92·1, 
a nd pu blished in No. 13 of tih.e "Dz ien ­
n ika Rozporzadzen Naczelnej W la,dzv 
na Gornym Slasku " (Daily Order o f 
the Government •of Upper S'i'l~ia), dat ­
e d 18th June, 1921. 

In virtu e of t h is Or,d er these stamps 
had a circulation only in the d.isrtri<!t 
OC 8Upied by the, Irn;.u rg,en t Army , and 
h a d' the same rig h:t and privilege c1,s 
t,h ~ stam ,p,s issued by ,the Internia,tional 
Commiss ion for tlhe whole of the pleb­
isc ut e district. 

'1"h e followin'g values w er e issu-e.d: 10 
fen . rnd, 20 fe n. vio,let , 30 fe n. or ange, 
40 fen. ctark green, 5·0 fe n. yeHo w­
.~r 0 en, 60 fe11. dark blue, 1 mk. br own­
r ecl. of uniform desigm, r e.presenting a 
gruu,p of factory chimneys , At the t op 
of the s tamp is the S i!~sian Eagle and 
1'92•1 in a circle; a,t the bottom "GOR­
S Y SLAS!K" (Upper Silesia) , the val ­
u ~ being in t,he low-er cor n e-r.s. 

T hese stamps were typographed :n 
th e printing establishment of Krurola 
Miairki i?1 M ikolow. Owing to shortage 
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of paper at tfue printers, a furth'!r 
,sup.ply had to be procured from two 
differen't localiti-es•; henc e part of the 
ussue is f.ou·nd prinlted on yellow pa­
per with yellow.ish gum, and: the r e ­
mainder on w hite paper. 

ln the hurry of the issue, the bulk 
of the stam])rS appea red imperforat,e, 
the rema inder b ein g perfora.ted 11¾. 

'11hese srtam ps il'emained in c,i.r.cula­
ti-on until the 5ith J uly, 19:2,1. 

Shor.Uy f,ollowing t he abo,ve issue, 
two fur-th er stamps were issued by 
the r ev,olutionary a.uthol'it ies in U p ­
per .Sile.s-ia, kno,wn as the "Gr een Ar­
m y." 

These stamps, named "Green Po&t" 
sitam ps, w er e irute nded to be us·ed a,s 
payment fo r carrying leitters inrto Po­
lanld throu g h th e so-•cal•led "Grea:1 
Frontier'' from that part of U pper Si­
lesia wJh ich was occupied b y the In­
surgents. Both &tamps: are of a 10 
mk. dlonomina,tion, and da,rk g r een. One 
i•s ohlong, 3•6·½x231½ mm., and the oth­
er is reclta,n g ular, 29x40'½ mm. 

'I'•he .de,Sign is somewhat simHar !n 
bo:th stamps, showing the ·Silesia:, 
E ·agle anrd. 1921, and insc,r'.ibed "GOR­
NY SILA1SIK POW.STANCZA" (Upper 
S'ilesian In srurrecti'on) a nd "POCZ'TA 
POLOWA" (Fielcl Post). A horizontal 
blank srpace, . 3 mm . dee·p, cuts the 
stamp abo ve the bottom label, which 
con tains •t'he value and t h e word "OP­
LA,TA " (Fe e). 

The stamps are kn own both i,mper ­
fora te and perfora,ted 1-1½. In the per­
forat ed stamp, the perforation also di­
vid-e.s th,e ,·alue ·la,b el from the upper 
part of t h e stamp.• 

Whe-ther rth ese stamps actu a lly serv­
e d the pu:r;p o,se for which tlhey were 
int-ended i-s ,d oubtful. 

Polonu.s· Bulletin, Novenn,ber 1951 



T'his co,m p,J,etes the Ple'hilsci,te is,sues 
thaJt: we r e o,rig in'ated by the Polish 
.\ u th'orities. 

'1.~hose is,med unde,r the control of 
the Intera lJied Commiss,ion, namely 
Upper Siles,ia, Marienwerder and! Al­
lens,t:e in, shou'ld, in my Ol)J.n,10n, be 
a lso included in a collection of Poli-Slh 
s tamps, as well a,s th e ,stamps, of Cen­
tra l Li thua,nia in Polish occupation 
under Ge nera l Zeli'g owski in 191210,. 

XXII . POLISH LEGION ISSUES 

In 1914, and a gain in . 1916, the Pol­
is h L egion produeed two s ets of st amp·s 
for its own p ers,on a,1 u,s e, but circum­
s tances prevented 1th e i,r cir.culati-o,n. 
S ince. however, they we r e the first 
Po li"s h Nationa l s t a mp.s t,o b e ]ss·u ed 
du ring th e Great War, th ey should be 
of in t e~•,e,s,t t o s peciaUs,ts. 

'l'lhe fir s,t is,s ue con s·iis1ted of two val ­
u e,s, 5 and 1'0 hal., of s imilar desig n, 
s how i'ng the Polish Eag le in a shield, 
s urrou rnded by a wreath of fo liage, na­
tiona l ~l,a gs. a nd cannon . Emihodted In 
,the d es,ign a.r e the Lnitia!ls 1 K N N, 
deno t ing "Komi t·et N iepodleglosd Nar­
odo we j" (C ommittee of National Inde­
pendence) , and the da te of issue, 16th 
Augu srt, 191'4, b elow.§ The colouring of 
the s,t.amps ]S red-b:l'o'wn, the 5 ha!. 
having a whH:e backg.round, and the 
JO ha!. a solid oockground of colour. 

The second liss·ue, In 1,91,6, consisted 
of f,ouir valu es , 2 gr. brown, 5 gr. gr,een, 
10 g r. red and. 20 gr. violelt. These w e r e 
large rectang ular stamps showing the 
P oHs'h Eag le an:d 1916 i-n the eentre 
-oval , a nd lnsrcrHiied, "Legionistom Pol­
skim" abov e. the value, being in bhe 
two lower corners. Poor im]ta.tions o f 
the,s,e stamps, both p,erforaJted and Im­
perforate , are very oommon. These 
have a crown a bove the ea g l,e 's hea,1. 
a nd the values' are in, halerze in:s tead 
of gr.os ze. The orig inal ]ss,ue l,s l.ithu ­
g r a p,hed, while the imita tions, are typ­
ograp,he-d. 

1\Slt POLISiH C'O~S ]S1S1UiIDS· 

Af.te,r th e outbreak of ·bhe Russian 
R evolution in 1911, and d,u,rlng K&-
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enski's G-ov,er'!JJmenrt:, a group of PIOlish 
patriots decided to form a corps of 
P,olis'h so1cLiens, who w ere ,serving in 
Russian r egiments, In, ord,er to com -
bat Vh e Bolsthev,iks,. Th.is C.or,ps was 
c.omm.a,nd•ed by General Dowibor-,Mus­
nic,J<i , a nd was eonce.ntra;t,ed' nerur the 
fo ntres.s town of B obrujsk.t 

After a S'e r ies of engagemen,ts, with 
the Bolshevil<Js, t ,h e German AUlthori­
ti es, who w e're then in occupation ,1 f 
Poland, decid,ed tha t tMs, Gorps should 
r emain neutral, arud co,ncern it-self 
solely with the ad,'rninis•tratLo,n of the 
territories i,t then occup,ied. 

Ln conne,ction with ,t.hiJs, adm.inisltr-a ­
tion, it was necessary to organ,ise a 
postal sm-v,i,ce f.or ,the us,e, of the ci vii 
population as wen as fior the miJl.tary . 
Th.is posta l service, or F ,ie'ld P ,osit, 
sta rted· to operate a,t the heg]nning of 
March 1'9'18, und,eir the of,ficdal tHle ::,f 
"P,oczta Polowa" (Fie ld Posit}. Lt was 
run entirely by the miliitary auit'hori­
ti es, and was limited to the territor­
ies ,occupied by 'the P olish Corps, 
namely Head Office in the fo,rtress o,f 

Bobrujsk, with bra rrches at B:i,,ohow, 
Roc.haczew, MohyJOIW and ~Jobin. Ef­
fonts w ere macle to exitenid. this posta l 
s ervke beyond the occup,ied territories, 
out this fa'il ed. to mate r.i,a'lis~ owing 
to t'he e'a,rly dishandm,ent of the Corps. 

Tecllnical d'ifficultie:s ,prevented the 
Co,rps designing a.nd pr.irntinig its own 
strump1s; use was ther,et'o1re mad,e of 
a stock of current Rws,sian staanps 
found' at the post o;ffice in Bo,brujsk 
by overprinting t,hem. The overprin t 
of the f<irs:t issu e consiBlte-d o,f a ,small 
P ,olish EJa;gle wi!Jh "POCZT'A" above 
and "P ol Korp" below, both cur'vin g 
iniwards. This overp,rinlt was· executed 
a,t a private printing ot'f.i.ce in Bobru­
jsk. 

The foH.owtng Russ,ian values were 
ov e,rprinte<l: 

. 3 kop. 
4 
5 " 

10/7 
10 
15 
20 " 

No. overprinited,. 
(19'0'9·-'1'2) . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000 

. .... . ,. . . . . . 10,000 
(.1906) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 700 
(190'9-1'2) . . . . . . . . . . . . llQ,3,0J 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 2,0,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 2,0,000 
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215 " 2,000 
2,0,000 
10,000 

1,000 

.315 
'50 
70 " (1>9,17) 

l kn1ow of no varieities of overprint 
i'n th is iss•u e. • 

T'he second issue, with the over­
p.rint of ,the 'Polish Eagle" and "Pol. 
Ko.rp." above, and s:urcharge.d wLt.'h 
new values below, wirus done at the 
M:i1'itary Priniing Work1S' of the Cwps. 

Pot.K-orp. 

t 
k. 35 II. 

This issue was as follo;;vs,: 
No. ovpt. No. ov})lt. 
imperf.orate perf,O'raited 

10/•3 kop. 2'0,0·00 15,000 
35/1 kop. 60,500 1,'50•0 
50/2' kop. 2'7,000 2•7,000 
lR kop. 1,5,000 l,'300 

T•he 35/1 kop. rund lRJ,3 kop. imper­
fo-rate, and the 501/ ,2· kop. p.erforated 
exist with O'V€Jl"P,rint irl'veir'teid. 

Some values show a double over­
prinJt. 

I have f.o,u111d the following ovei,p-rint 
,.1rieties: 
Yl/3, kop.-

1110 s,top after "Korp" No. 90. 
3:i/1 kop.-

broken "p" in "Korp" No. 5. 
bnoken "o" in "Kor:ps" and faint 

stop after finst "K", No. 11. 
two- s:tops- after "P,ol", and broken 

"K" i.n "Korp", No. 44. 
broken tail ,to "p" of "Korp", No. 100 

50/2 kop.-
rro stop, after "Korp", No. 4,5. 
On all t'he lR/3 klop . .the srtop after 

"Karp" i1s d ropped. 

XXIII. MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES 

BIALY,STOK 
W-hen the Germ-an m.nitary authori­

ties were in occupaitio.n of Bialystok in 
1916, they aUowed1 the civi.J ·popu-Irution 
to c-omm,undcate w '~th thdr friends, 
outside the town a;n1_d ahr,oad, ·by means 
of specially 1lrinted postcal"ds. T'he 
price. paid for these card,s co,vered all 
postal charges. 

Very soon, horwever, these oords 
were being eXJtensively forged; wlhere­
u:pon Gerrero,! Ludend,orff (l.eci-ded to 
is-sue s,p-eciaJ s,tamps. •to be affixed to 
them. 
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T 'hese stamps we.re of unifo,rm de­
s'ign, arnd showed the A,rms of Bialy­
stok in a cerntre oval, an'd in1sarlbed 
''BRTEJFV,ERMlrTTELUNG'' !(Convey­
ance of letters,) above, and "IDALY -
S TOK" be1-o1w. 

The ~irst issue, which was put om 
sale the lHh Arugust, 1'91·6, con,s,isrte:d o·f 
one value, 2r5 pfennlig, which w:as ove,r­
printed at the bottom of the stamp 
in Mack. 

The stamps we-re pri.nt€-d in, small 
sheets, of four .stam,ps each, and 11,50 
sheets or 4'60·0· :stamps, were printed. 

No mor-e than one• sheet was sold 
to any one buye-r at a time. 

T'o guard ag1ainsit forgery, each 
stam,p b.ore a sec,re-t mark, namely a 
small d,dt in the· lower label between 
t'he "K" of "BIALY1STOK" and. the two 
h.oriz•orntal lines. 

As, a further check to f,orgery, the 
stam1ps· before -b~ing s o'ld, we,re sup­
posed to be signed across by 1Jhe s ,up­
e-1'intend1ing Post Of.fi-ce official, bwt, 
f.or some reason o,r othe-r, so,m,e were 
not sJgn_e-d . 

Us,ed co'p,ies bear a large circular 
postmark in bla0k, v'ioleJt o,r reel, ancl 
irnscri-bed "D:B~R DEIUTSGH'E' W.r'ADT­
HAUPT'MANN Des Strad!kreises BI­
A1LY1S•TOK" (THE GEIRIMAIN MAYOR 
of the -to,wn o-f BJ:ALYiS'I''OK), and 
"BRIEFS!TEJMP E:\.,'' (postmark) in the 
cent,re between two lin es wid•e apart. 

_on the L6,th Octoher, 19'16, a second, 
i'e,sue w•as: made, the denmnina;tion o.f 
the sltaimpls being changed from 2,5 
p,fenl1'ig to 1 mark, .by oblitera,ting the 
otdJ vialue. and s,urclhrurgirrg with the 
new, at the top of tlhe· s:tamp. 1-470 
stam.ps were so overpriruted. 

This is:sue is f>ou.nd with two post­
marks. one simHar to that in the fii,s,t 
is,sue, and one inscribed "MILITAR­
KRIDI·SAMT BIALYIS1TOK STkDT" 
(Ml]LITA1RY DI•SITRIGT OFFITCER of 
the TOWN o-f B[ALY,Si'l_'OK), and 
"BiRIEF1srrEMPEL" in the centre be­
tween two iines close togeth€r. 
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GRODNO 

In April 19,19, afte r the enltry of the 
PoHsh Army into Grod!no, simmps were 
pre,pa,re-d for the us.e of ,tjhe mi'l'ttary 
au,thori-lies. These, however, d.i-d not 
m eet with the appro,va,J of the Polish 
postal .authori!ties, and w ere there.for a 
suppres,s•ed. 

T 'he proposed is:sue cornsis•ted of the 
d:ua gon,al o•verprin1t "POOZTA P OL­
SKA," and a s.urcharge "40 GR .," m et­
al-,stampe-d in pur.ple on the 1, 2, 3, 5 
ko,p. Rus,s"ia 1917 i-sisrue. 

Later, two German liai-sion officers . 
who happened to be in Grodno at the 
time, had an:oth,er issue pre-pared, for 
their ow1n use on cor-rels.ponde,ruce to 
Germ1any. This consii.sted of the over­
p11int "V. P . Grnd,no" (Verbindlung s 
P,01st Gr.odn·o) in Gothic cha.ra,aters, 
ruhber-s,tamlp,ed in red on Russian 
sitrumps. 

KOWEL 

Penta Polska 
50 fen. 

A ,towrn in the :µrovince of V·olhynia, 
Southe,rn Pol1a111d. Cert'aJin Ukrai:ne and 
RuSlsi,an ,s,tamps. were o•verprlinted 
"Poczta Po.l.sik:a" and surclharged with 
v.alrue in Polish currency, as flollo1ws: 
310 fen. -on 3,0 schagiw, Ukraine 1'9118 

is-sue, imperf. 
50 fen. on 50 s-chagiw, Ukraiine 1918 

is:sue, imperf. 
50 fen . on 20 gr. red o.n g-reen, Ukraine, 

1921 rssue, imperf. 
50 fen. on 1•5 Imp. Russia 1'90'9-12 i~sue, 

,perf. 
50 fen. un 20 kop. R 'U,s-siia 1909-12 is,sue, 

perf. 
50 f en. -on 1 rub. Russ·ia 19.17 issue im­

p e,rf. 
Th·else staimp;s. were iss:ued on the 

210th August, 19,19. 

WARWISZKI 

This to-wn is s'ituated in Po'lish L!th­
uarnia, N eutrsal Zone, and n:o,rth •of Wil­
no. On M,arch 3:rd, 1912·3, i,t ii:s•s ,ued three 
stamps, namely 50, 1·00· and 2'00 mks. 
of the large ea,gle type of Polan:d (1921 
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-2,21) overprinted ",StAMORe:AD" (:Self­
Gavernment) "WAR!WilSZKI" in two 
Jine1s, wi,IJh a line, be.tween • the two 
word:s. 

These stamps were issue:d ,to defray 
the cos,t of Pos•t Oftl'ce1 0ouriers in to 
Poland. 

RUIS,SIA IN POLAND 

In .July 19•210, when N:or11Jhe1,n Poland 
was i.nv>aded by the Bo,Jshevdk Army, 
Uh e Po-1,i.sh .srtamps seized by them were 
overp•rinteid in Russ'ian ·letters (R. S. 
F. ,s. R . m eaning Rus•s1an F'ederated 
Soviet Repu-b.lics) , and surch,a,rged "10 
P " (10 rau.b-Jes). 

The values s10 averprin1ted a.nd .sur­
charged w ere th•e 5, 2·5 and 50 fen. of 
tihe 1919 is.sue o,f Flala,nd. 

S!LUCK 

A to,wn in Sowth-Easte,r.n Poland. H 
was occu:pied- by the mi1itar.y forces 
of White Russia, who conf·Ls1ca,ted t h e 
Po1ish .sit'am,ps, found there, and over­
printed them with t,he A•rms of White 
Rus.s-ia and wi,th RusisLa n let,ters (C. 
R . s:r meaning EXJtr.aord'inwry Council 
o.f the Distri-ct of Sluck), and sur­
c'h<ar ,ged them wi,th new values "25" 
a nd "50 .. " 

T,he ove-rprirnt and surcha rge w e,·e 
rubber-stamped in black on ;th e 5, 10, 
15 •hial. :and 15 fen . of the 1919 issue 
of Bol.and. 

* '\Ve u.nde,rsrtand the value .label was 
deta-ched from the ,s,tam.p whe•n the 
letter was, ulS'ed on le-tte•rs ad,d!res.sed 
to insur,reotion-1s.t d citachrmenrts, whose 
correspo·n,d,en1ce was anowed free p,ost­
age·.--Eid. 

§ General (n,ow Marsha.I) Joseph P il­
,sud!s•ki's F'ir'srt Brigade, previous1ly call­
ed "Legionis," cr,osised f..t101m Krakow in-­
to what used to b e "Rus1siian" Poland 
on the 5,th August , 19114, and wa:s· im­
media.te'Ly engaged in hostilities with 
thie Russian, Army. 

B o,b'!'llj,sk i.s mow in Sov,ie.t terri­
tory and about 1.2'0 mi,les, from the 
Polii-sh fro111;t!er. lit is sit,uated about 320 
miles noilJh-eas,t of Wareaw. 
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NEW ISSUES 
Two stamps of similar design will 

be is·sued on Nove,mber 115, to com­
memorate the Festival of Polish Mus­
ic. The stamps will be of similar de­
sign and show pmtraits of Fryderyk 
C'hopin and Stanisfaw Moniuszko. 
Values will be 4'5 gr. gray and 90 gr. 
1·ed. -Frank Warner. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 
Stanley Jendru.sik 

Stop 23, National Road 
Bridgeport, Ohio 

Stanley M. Misewicz 
63-17 Bo·elsen Crescent 

Forest Hilils 74, New York 
1Stanley J. Grondalski 

46 Fulton St. 
Lowell, Mass. 

Aloysius J . Paruzynski 
2066 So. 8th St. 

Milwaukee 4, Wisc. 
W. Galczynski 

5027 W. Agatite Ave. 
Chicago 30, Ill. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Stanley Fadz 

2113 Webster Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 

Frank B. Smith 
Box 21 

Beadling, Pa. 
Bro. Fabian Wojcinski 

Salvatorian Seminary 
St. Nazianz, Wisc. 

Mira Walilko (Mrs. Roman) 
206 Florence 

Highland Park 3, Mdch. 

POLPEX rns2 
Now that vou. .have decided what 

you will exhibit in our next sl!ow­
ha ve you laid it out and mounted it 
on al1bum pages yet? If you haven't 
y,ou'd better get going! Don't put it 
off! That time slips by too fast. 

And did you let our Polpex Chair­
man know what you intend exhibiting 
and about how many pages ? He's got 
to know! He's got to plan the Classes 
in the exhibit, decide on the prizes, 
and you've go.t to give him an idea. 
A government postal card costs one 
cent and the Polpex Director is Bar­
ney Fialkowski, 2633 N. Emmett St., 

100-3 Ji 

................. -........ 
iPOLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY: 

Barney Fialkowski, Secretary : 
2633 N. Emmet t St. i 

Chicago 47, Ill. 
Stanl ey S. Ma dro, Treasurer 

827 :c--J . Maplewood Ave. : 
Chi.cago 22,, Ill . I 

Publicat ions Comm ittee 
Ch ester W. Makowski, Chmn. 

2215 vV. Cor,tez St. 
Chicago 22, Ill. ♦i 

Chester A. Schafer, Editor t 
2144 W. Potomac Ave. 

Chicago 22, Ill . 

I 
Associate Editors th is issue ♦ 

J,ack Domar t 
J oh.n Gapi.ns·ki • 

.............. ♦-.......... 
Chicago 47, Ill. Please write him­
won't you? 

Stamps 

for the 

Wound 

THE WAR IS OVER . 
BUT THE MALADIES LINGER ON 

Yes the maladies of war linger on 
and on. You can see for yourself 1f 
you visit the veter.ans' hospi-tals. 

Give now! Give generously! The 
war is not over for those men still in 
the hospitals! 

Send your donation now ,to Stamps 
for the Wounded, c/o Barney Fial­
kowsky, 2'633 N. Emmett St., Ohica­
go 47, Ill. 

BULLETINS - SEALS 
!if you are in need of back is-suas 
of Bulletins and Polpex Seals, 
write to 

Adam Kloskowiski 
2528 N. Drake Av., Ohicago 47, Ill. 

Price11 on request 
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