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Currency in Poland depreciated so
much at the end of 1920 that there
was practically no demand for the 40
fen. violet stamp issued in April-May
of that year. The Ministry of Posts
and Telegraphs had some 6,000,000 of
these stamps on hand and decided :o
surcharge this large stock into a 3
ma>k denomination.

A trial surcharge, as shown at A,
was submitted to the Ministry, but
was rejected as being too small and
not very legible. The figure 3 only
was next reset with another style of
type twice the original size, as shown
at B. The number 3 was half a mm.
below the “MKk.” at the base. One
sheet only was proofed with this set-
ting. This one sheet with the large 3
and the heavy black line reposed at
the Polish Philatelic Museum in War-
saw until the Germans “liberated” it
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in 1939. The sheet was broken up and
the stamps found themselves on the
philatelic market.

The writer has a block of four of
these proofs which is unique in the
fact that it includes the only copy of
the variety with a comma instead of
a period after the “Mk.” in position
51. The block includes positions 41,
42, 51 and 52 and is signed by Rach-
manov. As will be brought out later,
other constant surcharge varieties are
noted on earlier and on later print-
ings.

There was a further objection to
the sample surcharge shown at B—
this time to the heavy black line used
to obliterate the original 40 fen. val-
ue, so it was replaced by five thin
continuous lines, as shown at C. This
last form was finally approved and
several printings were made to sur-
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charge the 6,000,000 stamps on hand.
The first four rows of each sheet have
a space of 3% mm. between the 3
and “Mk.”, while the remaining six
rows have a space of 2% mm. Eleven
stamps in the sheet have a round per-
iod instead of the rectangular one.
The earlier printings were in dull
black ink—the later ones in glossy
ink. The dull surcharges have a com-
ma instead of a period in position 51
—but this error was corrected on the

glossy surcharges. The characters “3
Mk.” are missing from Position 20
in some of the glossy sheets; this
omission, however, was soon discov-
ered and corrected.

Besides variations in the surcharge,
there also appear variations in the
basic stamp, such as shades, gum,
plate defects, perforation odditiss
such as imperf between and double
perfs, offset on back, ete. The basic
varieties included in the writer’s col-
lection are as follows:

YARIETIES IN PERFORATION, ETC,

PERFORAT I ON
SPACE ]
» g 8 w| e
Between surcwaee | o | o| §f &| E| %
3 - N I
3 and Mk. -E|l =| 2] 2
White @ ; ®|®

Top 4 Rows Matt Yellow | ® @ | @

3% mm. GI White |0 (@@ | @
Spacing ek Yellow | @ |® | @

Bottom 6 Rows Matt White |0 0 0
2-3/4 mm. Yellow | ® | @ : -
Spacing White ® |0

Sharsy Yellow | ® |® | ®
Constant Varieties of the Surcharge sition 70)

(printed in matt and glossy inks)

A. Matt and Glossy Surcharges
1. In the top four horizontal rows
of each sheet, the space between
- “3” and “MKk.” measures 3% mm.
2. In the bottom six horizontal
rows of each sheet, the space

between “3” and “Mk.” mea-
sures 2% mm.
3. There are round instead of

square periods after “Mk.” in
positions 17, 24, 34, 38, 45, 59,
62, 71, 84, 91 and 99.
4. Shifted or misplaced surcharg-
es in any direction.
B. Matt Surcharges Only
. Inverted
. Vertical
Double
Double inverted
“3” inverted, “Mk.” upright
“Mk.” omitted
Comma after
51)
. No period after “Mk”
. Left foot of “M” broken (Po-
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10. Vertical stroke of “k”
(Positions 82 and 86)
C. Glossy Surcharges Only
1. Obliterating bars only—“3 Mk.”
deleted (Position 20 on some
sheets only)

Defective Surcharges

Many defective surcharges, such as
the “Mk.” partly or wholly missing,
are to be found, but chiefly on used
copies, the reason being that many
sheets of the 40 fen. stamp showed
traces of gum on the surface. Hence
the surcharge was printed over spots
of gum, which on being washed, would
carry off that portion of the sur-
charge with it.

The Handbook on the Stamps of
Poland lists Stamp No. 153 as exist-
ing, among others, imperforate, perf.
9, and perf. 11%x10. It also lists this
stamp as having a vertical and an
inverted surcharge. It is probable that
some of these varieties were picked
up from Col. Larking’s articles in
Gibbons Stamp Monthly where this
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particular stamp was covered in the
July, 1930, issue. Col. Larking also
enumerated some of these varieties in
the write-up of his ecollection, but
such stamps are not actually included
in the collection. Neither are they in-
cluded in the holdings of the basic
stamp (Seott’s No. 101). Can any
reader offer any help or list other
oddities of this issue? Send your re-
. marks to Myron K. Steczynski, 4154
N. Leclaire Ave., Chicago 41, Ill.

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

By this time all of you should have
received your statements. Many have
resvonded wonderfully. Donations in
some cases were magnanimous. To
you all, the new Officers eztend their
eppreciation, however, there are many
too many who yet have not replied,
true, some do not intend to reply.
They will continue to accept the Bul-
letin until the Society places them on
the suspended list. Now we know
there are just a few in this class,
but how can the Treasurer know
which of you falls into that group.
Won’t you write to the Treasurer
and let him know what your inten-
tions are?

Below is a Box score since the let-
ter was mailed:

Members who are paid up—144.

62 have not paid for 1951 and 1952—
approximately 60 have not paid for
1952.

You know you can only get one
quart of milk out of a quart bottle.
If a Bulletin is wanted it must be
paid for.

It is intended also to publish in the
near future an up-to-date member-
ship list and of course, only those who
are paid up will be included.

To the following we express our
special appreciation.

Gold Card Members

166—J. Bieniecki
102—J. Gapinski
1—L. Jankowski
60-—J. C. Moraczewski
3568—C. B. Russell
467—S. Sikorski
279—L. Topolinski

188—Rev. Marion Weron
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Silver Card Members
214—Dr. B. S. Babowicz
309—A. Banasiak
452—j. A. Barkowski
201—F. Bobowski
414—S. Bor
278—W. E. Bentkowski
425—Major Edw. Bielecki
195—A. Cihanowicz
353—J. ‘Czarnik

45—J. J. Danek

68—V. Domanski
313—W. Gajewski
320—S. Gerlack

52—J. Gorecki
153—Rev. J. Holubowicz
194—A. J. Hrivnak
465—J. Jaskulski

20—J. Jaworski
418—S. P. Jorezyk
325—Rev. W. R. Korycxi

138—S. Kucharz
28—J. A. Kupiec
46—J. Lobsenz
13—S. Madro

286—A. A. Mazewski
436—S. Milosz

60—J. C. Moraczewski

205—Rev. P. Piechocki
2583—J. J. Poznanski
348—V. Rachmanov
93—S. G. Rich

38—A. Rybarski
419—A. Sidorowicz
149—Dr. L. S. Sluzynski
23—R. Wojcicki

58—F. Wolosowick

WARNING!

A number of Krakow issues have
appeared with Mikstein signatures
and even plate positions which have
been found to be false. A warning is
sent out to members to beware of
these stamps. Do not buy Krakow
stamps without proper expertizing.

DR. KOZAKIEWICZ TO SPEAK
AT NEXT PROGRAM MEETING

Program Chairman John Bobo an-
nounces that on the March 28th meet-
ing Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz will speak
on Postal History of Poland Before
the Partitions.
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NEW ISSUES
By J. J. Domar

The official First Day of Issue o
the two wvalues of the Polish-Soviet
Friendship set bearing the portraits
of Stalin was the 30th of October.
Engraving as by St. Lukaszewski.

Also two values were issued on the
occassion of the Festival of Polish
Music. A black 45 ¢ roszy and a red
90 groszy. They were designed and
engraved by E. Konecki.

Three new stamps were received,
45 gr. + 15 gr. red, upon which is
a portrait of M. Nowotka, a 90 grosz-
zy, purple-gray with a portrait of P.
Finder and 1.15 zl. orange showing
a portrait of M. Fornalska. Across
the top of each is the legend “Roc-
znica Powstania PPR.”

The 45 groszy was designed and
engraved by C. Z. Slania and E. Kon-
ecki.

The 90 groszy was desizned and
engraved by B. Brandt and the 1.15
by M. R. Polak and St. Lukazewski.

A correction should be made with
regard to the miniature sheet issued
November 17. We stated it was issued
imperforate. Actually it was issued
perforated as the illustration indi-
cates. .

Ministry of Posts and Telegraph,

Poland
J. Bieniecki

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
I. Gust #435
1 Creswick St.
E. Brighton, S. 6.
Victoria, Australia
Vernard A. Niewrzel
5815 Rockhill Rd.
Kansas City 4, Mo.
A. J. Ochab #199
2824 N. Menard
Chicago 34, Illinois
Joseph A. Barkowski
177 - 42nd St.
Pittsburgh 1, Pa.
A. Cihanowiecz #195
582 Mountain View Terrace
Dunellen, N. J.
J. Witkowski #3b
5007 So. Karlow Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

#284

#452
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§POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Barney TFialkowski, Secretary
2633 N. Emmett St. L 4
Chicago 47, Il z
J. J. Domar, Treasurer :
3715 S. Clinton Ave,
Berwyn, Ill.

Publications Committee
Chester W. Makowski, Chmn.
2215 W. Cortez St.
Chicago 22, Il
Chester A. Schafer, Editor
2144 W. Potomac Ave.
Chicago 22, Il
Associate Editors this issue

Jack Domar
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Dropzed for Non-Payment of Dues

Lt. A. Prawdzic, Lazarski, France
Jan. Iwanicki, Warsaw, Poland
Teofil Imelski, Poznan, Poland
Marian Kosowicz, Leszno, Poland

Resigned
Thomas Gordon Everett
John S. Hartley
W. Kaczmarek
Col. O. H. Schrader

Applicants Pending
Andree Collet
Rue Servan, II°
Paris 37, France
E. T. Superson
1816 U Street
Sacramento, California
Bill Larsen
5540 N. Glenwood Avenue
Chicago 40, Illinois
Joseph Tomezyszyn
16 Benton St.
Hartford, Conn.
Ed. F. Szponder
2635 So. 6th St.
Milwaukee 15, Wisc.

We forgot to mention that the
translation of the Lublin article was
the idea of J. Bieniecki who furnished
the copy of Ikaros that was used for
the translation. Inecidently, Joe un-
covered this issue in complete sheets
with the exception of one or two val-
ues. These are now the possession of
one of our Chicago members.
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