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ALTAR OF ST. MARY'S, CRACOW

by Aloysius J. Paruzynski#

Poland did not issue many postal
stamps of a religious motif. Having

great respect for the faith, the
Poles did not think it proper to

have religious pictures daubed by
cancellation inks or handed rcughly
on covers tossed in dusty mail boxes
and collection bags, eveatually ead-
ing up in waste baskets,

However, important occasions ia
Poland’s history warranted the issuance
of stamps tc commemorate signifieant
phases of her culture. Perhaps the best
known of this nature is the Altar Pa-
nel, Scott type AGO, issued on the
400th anniversary of the death of Wit
Stwosz, 15th ceatury sculptor. The
stamp depiets the Dormition (death)
of the Virgin Mary. Though there are
hundreds of stamps of the Madeana
issued by many countries, this is the
only one depicting the DPeath ol the
Blessed Virgin.

This article deals with threc aspects
of the commemorative issuc: the altar,
the panel, and the artist.

THE ALTAR

The altar is erected in a five-walled
sanctuary of the 14th century Church
of St. Mary in Cracow (Poland O8],
N70). Forming the bacliground for the
altar are thrce high gothic windows

*This article appeared in the COROS
CHRONICLE, an organ of the collec-
tors of Religion on Stamps {Society,
October 1955 issue.

which weze talesn into cozsideration
when the artist-sculptor w making

his plans. The altar is the highest go-

thic in Europe, rising about 42 and
a half feet in height and extending
36 feet in width. The central panel

is almost 24 feet high and about 17
and a half feet wide. The highest fi-
gure is just over nine feet tall. (All
dimensions arc approximate eonver-

sions from the metric Ve e com-
parison, the famous nel i Sankt
Wolfgang, near Salzburp, is about
12 feet 8 inches high and 10 feet 4

inches wide, while anocther panel in
Kefermart, near Linz, is about 10 feet
5 inches high and 10 feet 1 inch wide.

The altar is made of oak while all
the carved figures are of lindenwood.
Resembling the usual gothic triptychs,
the altar is really a pentatych: i.e,
it has five parts—the ceatral pancl
with two wings swinging on hinges as

doors over the stationary winos o2
both sides of the central panecl. The
wings have a total of 18 bhas reliels

depicting scenes from the life ¢f Christ
and His Mother. The altar has three
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main subjects, namely, the Dormition
of Mary, her Assumption, and the Coro-
nation. The panel is supported by a
predella and the altar is crowned by
an azure baldachin above the topmost
group. Altogether there are over two
hundred carved figures in the altar.
THE PANEL

In the Dorminition scene we see
Mary and the twelve apostles, five in
the foreground, the others in the back-
ground. Mary, young, of delicate
beauty, is limp, falling like a cut flo-
wer in the hands of a supporting
apostle. Her hands are listless and the
glazed eyes “as with fog” are hiding
back of the eyelids. The tall, bearded
apostle is evidently surprised by the
role that befell him — supporting, in
his huge, rough hands, the slim and
tender body of the Lady. The most
emotional of Christ’s disciples. John,
is bending frightened and lifting part
of his cloak to wipe away his tears.
Old Peter, affected by the death of
Mary, is reading prayers for the dead.
The apostle to the left, grieving though
solemn, is holding the holy water ves-
sel, while to the right, the apostle with
his hands helplessly opened, is lifting
his head upwards as thcugh he already
sees Mary at the side of Christ. In
the back of this group are crowded
other apostles. To the side, one of the
apostles is extinguishing a candle —
symbol of life. The other apostle looks
heavenward. Between them are the re-
maining four apostles with expressions
of wonder at this scene of death or,
perhaps, seeing a vision above them.
The gestures of the individual figures,
the characteristic position of their
heads and torsos, the formation of the
cloaks “breaking” in all directions,
creates in the viewer an impression
of movement and unrest. All the fi-
gures are made of individual linden-
wood trunks and stumps. The figure
of Mary and the apostle supporting
her are made of one stump. The sta-
tues are painted in polychrome.

THE ARTIST

Wit Stwosz (who may be seen on
Poland OSP8) came to Cracow from
Nuremberg in 1475. Most likely he was
not a native of Nuremberg, neverthe-
less, he gave up his citizenship of that
city and began his monumental work
on the .altar in 1477. Two years were

spent in preparation — planning, find-
ing a studio, gathering materials, ete.

Little is known of the ancestry, early
life and works of the artist before his
coming to Cracow. The encyclopelia
ORGELBRAND, published in 1884,
states that the artist’s parents lived
in Cracow. There are many variations
of his surname, as Stosz, Schtoss, Stoss,
Stwoss and Stosche; and his christian
name as Vit, Fit, Witus, Wit, Feyt
and Veydt.

It is supposed that the artist was
thirty-two years of age when he began
his work on the Altar “in the year of
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 1477, on the
feast of St. Urban,” (May 25th) as
reads an entry on a parchment record
deposited in the altar and found in
1533. The altar was completed in July
1489. The city clerk made another en-
try on the parchment, “. .. wonder-
fully behaved, polite and industrious
master, whose intellect and artistry is
famed throughcut Christendom and
whose work of art shall remain for
ages.”

The altar remained in its original
place until 1939. At various periods,
some renovations and repainting took
place and fresh gold leaf added. In the
face cf war in 1939, Polish artists and
offieials, anticipating Hitlerian me-
thods of banditry, decided to preserve
the altar by moving it to a safe loca-
tion. It was dismantled, crated and
moved by river scows to Sandomierz.
and shipped it to Germany where it
The Germans found the altar, however,
was repacked and deposited in a vault
in the Reich Bank of Berlin. Later it
was removed to a shelter near a castle
in Nuremberg where climatic condi-
tions and inexpert handling resulted
in damage to the wood and painting.

After Germany’s capitulation, the ef-
forts of the Ministry of Culture and
Art of Poland were successful in re-
turning the altar to Cracow on April
30, 1946. Subsequently, the government
appropriated a huge sum of money for
the restoration which took four years
to complete. Through diligent and ex-
haustive work of artists, the altar and
its central panel again regained the
appearance in beauty and detail given
it by Wit Stwosz. God-willing, this
work of art “shall remain for ages.”
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CROSS INDEX OF THE POLONUS BULLETIN
Issues 1 to 100

Compiled by J. J. Domar
(Continued from previous month)

Issue No. Month Year

Larking Collection purchased by Steczynski (C. A. Pulaski) 47 10 46
Larking Memorial Trophy (A photo) 61 23 48
Larking, Col. R. N. W.—The Municipal Stamps of Przedborz 12 7-8 43
Laskiewicz, A.—Hagle Issues, of Sept. 13, 1944 58 1 47
Laskiewicz, A.—January 22, 1945 Issue 60  12-1 47-48
Laskiewicz, A.—The Current Air Mails of Poland 56 7-8 47
Laskiewicz, A.—The Current Officials of Poland 56 7-8 47
Laskiewicz, A.—The Current Postage Dues of Poland 57 9 47
Laskiewicz, A.—The Educational Commission Semi-Postals

(B.LE.) 56 7-8 47
Letters from Members in Service 20 4 44
Lidman Receives Newberry Award 37 11 45
Life and Works of Henryk Sienkiewicz 49 12 46
Life Membership 10 5 43
Lindquist, Harry—(Scroll—J. J. Domar) 47 10 46
Linns— (Polish Philately Featured) 97 7 51
Linns Weekly Stamp News—Giant of Polish Art T 9 49
List of Philatelic Societies in Poland 54 5 47
Lithuania Phil. Soe. Bulletin “Warwiszki” 74 5 49
Local Stamps of Rudnik on the San—S. Mikstein 545 5 47
Locals—Austria—Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz 36 10 45
Locals—Germany—Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz 35 9 45
Locals—Przedborz—Lt. Col. R. N. W. Larking 12 7-8 43
Lodz, Getto Issue 48 11 46
Lucas, Eve—History of the Lithuanian Phil. Society 74 5 49
Mail Box 37 11 45
Mail Box 69 12 48
Mail Box 74 5 49
Makowski, Chester, Translator—“A few words about errors of

the Priting Form of Poland No. 1 92 1 51
Makowski, Chester, Translator—Poland’s No. 1 Postage Stamp 88 9 50
Makowski, Chester, Translator—Variation in Color and Print of

Poland No. 1 67 10 48
Matejko, Jan—(Polish Biographies) 69 12 48
Meet the New Officers—1943 7 2 43
Meet the New Officers—1944 ‘ 18 2 44
Meet the New Officers—1945-46 ! 29 2 45
Membership List—1943 ‘ 8 S 43
Membership List—1944 # I il 19 3 44
Membership List—1945-46 30 3 45
Membership List—1946-47 41 3 46
Membership List—1947-48 52 3 47
Membership List—1949 | 71 2 49
Membership List—1950 87 7-8 50
Membership Drive Contest 88 9 50
Memorial Awards at Polpex—1947 50 1 47
Mercury Stamp Journal—Poland No. 1 Variety 70 1 49
Message from the President—1943 8 3 43
Mikstein S.—Krakow Overprints of 1945 53 4 47
Mikstein S.—Local Stamps of Rudnik on the San. 54 5 47
Mikstein S.—Postage Stamps and their classification in

Polish Philately 75-76 68 49
Mikstein 8.—The First Issue of Stamps for Greater Poland 37 11 45
Mikucki, Mrs. Anne—(Gift to) 24 ¢ 44
Mikueki, Chester Jr.—A Collector’s Comments and photo 80 12 49
Mikuecki, C. J.—The Ten Liberated Cities of Poland 55 6 47
Mikucki, C. J.—Write-up Biography 13 9 43
Mikucki, C. J.—Polish Underground Stamp 49 12 46
Military Stamps used in France (French or Polish?) 28 1 45
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Issue No. Month Year
Milwaukee Journal “Rare Stamps Tell Struggle of Polish P.O.W. 79 11 49

Minutes of Board—9-9-46 47 10 46
Mioduzewski, Dr. S. M.—Nicolas Copernicus * 10 5 43
Modern Great Britain Used Abroad—J. H. Tierney 84 4 50
Monte Cassino Issue—Lester Jankowski 23 7-8 44
Monte Cassino Issue—What Other People Say 29 9 44
Monte Cassino Issue—Variety 25 10 44
Mueller Edwin—Poland No. 1 Variety 70 1 49
Mulford, Montgomery—Arthur Szyk 95 5 51
Mr. Muller is at it again—Przeglad Filatelistyczny 81 1 50
My Impressions of Polpex—Rev. J. Holubowicz 30 3 45
Na Biednych—M. E. Steczynski 10 5 43
Na B1ednvch—T‘abe]s or Stamps 80 12 49
National Philatelic Week—1935 Poster Stamps—DBert Powell 47 10 46
New Pcland and Her Stamps—Raymond Arthur Davis 50 1 47
New Poland Issue, Nov. 1, 1943—(Poland in Exile).. 14 10 43
New Ruling on Exchange of Stamps in Poland 79 11 49
North Shore Polonus Night—10-9-44 25 10 44
Norton, W. E—“Warwiszki” 74 5 49
Ncske, R. Curt—The Postal Region Ob. Ost. 74-75 5-6 49
Officers for 1946 39 1 46
Officers for 1947 54 5 47
Officers for 1951 93 2-3 51
Official Illustrated Polish Airgraphs—Frank B. Jancowski 78 10 49
Opatow— (Speculative Locals) 68 11 48
Open Letter—(Geo. Linn) Poland’s Flags—M. E. Steczynski 12 7-8 43
Our 250th Meeting 80 1.2 49
P.O.W. Issues—Rare Stamps Tell Struggle of Polish

Prisoners of War 79 11 49
Poland Former Prison Camp Post Offiees—Clement Pulaski 42 4 46
P.O.W. Issues—Their link with Underground—Walter Wusza (2-63 4-5 48
P.O.W. Issues—Woldenberg (Barbed Wire Stamps) 40 2 46
Paderewski : i 11 6 43
Paderewski—Philatelic Autographs—Bert Powell 29 2 45
Palmer, Derek— (Write-up)—J. J. D. 66 9 48
Palmer, Derek—Poland No. 1 Forgery 54 5 47
Philatelic Lectures at Polonus—3-11-49 73 4 49
Philatelic Societies in Poland, A. List. 79 11 49
Philatelic Societies in Poland Liquidated 92 1 51
Photo of Lt. Col. Larking 47 10 46
Pientka, Felix—Missing 12 7-8 43
Pientka, Felix—Burial 75 6 49
Pigeon Post—“Poland’s Pigeon Post” 57 @ 47
Piotrowska, Dr. Irena—“The Art of the Polish Postage Stamp” 9 4 43
Piskorski, Mrs. A. V.—Polish America 57 ) 47
Plate Flaws of Poland No. 1 i 93 2-3 51
Plonka, Albin S.—(Purple Heart) 36 10 45
A Check List of Literature on Poland No. 1—Bert Powell 83-84 3-4 50
Pcland No. 1—Forgery—Derek Palmer 54 5 47
Poland No. 1—(Blk. of Six “World’s Greatest Polish Rarity 85 5 50
Poland No. 1—Plate Flaws of Poland No. 1 93 5 51
Poland No. 1—Postage Stamp. Przeglad Filatelistyczny 88 9 50
Poland No. 1—Results of Auection 98 9 57
Poland No. 1—Stamped Envelope 81 1 50
Poland No. 1—Variety, Edwin Mueller 70 1 49
Poland Flag Stamp—(First Day Sale) 12 7-8 43
Poland Flag Stamp—Address at Chicago Ceremonies—DM.I.S 12 7-8 43
Poland Flag Stamp—Comments on Ceremonies 12 7-8 43
Poland Flag Stamp—Final Figures 20 4 44
Poland Flag Stamp—Variety (Under this ’n that) 20 4 44
Poland Flag Stamp—Variety (Under this 'n that) 15 11 43
Poland Former Prison Camp Offices—Clem. A. Pulaski P.O.W. 42 4 46
Poland’s Gordon-Bennet—Spying Eye 54 5 47
Poland’s Hall of Fame—M. E. Steczynski 15 11 43
Poland In Exile—Issue 12-15-41 14 10 43
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Issue No. Month Year

Poland’s Lublin Issue—Vincent Domanski 3 10 42
Poland’s Pigeon Post—Rev. Blase Szymasek, O.M.C. 597 9 47
Poland bectlon Scott’s Catalog—(A Review) Lestel Jankowski 60 1 48
Poland’s Souvenir Sheets in Review 48 il 46
Poland No. 1 Forgery—Derek Palmer 54 5 47
Poland’s 20th Ann. of her Independence Issue (C. A. Pulaski) 25 10 44
Poland Varieties—Larry C. Zieler 70 1 49
Polanski, Wlodzimierz, The Post Horn and Post. Signals  89-90191 10-12 50
Polish America—Mrs. A. V. Piskorski 57 9 47
Polish Biographies—Thad. Gasior 69 12 48
Polish Biographies—Thad Gasior 70 1 49
Polish Christmas 80 12 49
Polish Culture Sheet 65 7-8 48
Polish Field Post Offices—Charles Cwiakala 54 b} 47
Polish Hand Stamps—(1865-1874)—V. Rachmanov 66 9 48
Polish Field Posts on Stamps of Great Britain

(Modern Great Britain Used Abroad) 84 4 50
Polish Lecals (On the Stamps of Austria—Dr. L .P. Kozakiswicz 36 10 45
Polish Locals—(On Stamps of Germany)—Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz 35 9 45
Polish Locals—(Warning) 29 2 45
Polish P.O.W. Issues (Polish P.O.W. Issues and their link with

the Underground) 62 4 48
Polish Philatelic Literature—(In English)—Bert. Powell 49 12 46
Polish Philately—John Adamson 24 9 41
Polish Philately in America—Bert. Powell 23 7-8 44
Polish Postal Booklets—V. Rachmanov 65 7-8 48
Polish Rate of Exchange 59 11 47
Polish Red Cross Issue in Austria 46 9 46
Polish Settlement Post in Italy (2nd Corps) 51 2 47
Polish Stampless Covers before 1880—S. G. Rich 77 9 49
Pclish Stampless Covers (New Info.)—S. (. Rich 23 7-8 +4
Polish Souvenir Sheets (Talk. M. Zinsmeister) S 11 45
Polish Stratosphere Flight Issue—Bert. Powell 68 11 48
Polish Thumbnail Sketches—Bert. Powell 42 4 46
Polish Thumbnail Sketches—Bert. Powell 43 5 46
Polish Thumbnail Sketches—Bert. Powell 44 6 46
Polish Undexground Stamps—Chester J. Mikucki 49 12 46
Polish 2nd Corps.—Chester A. Schafer 42 4 46
Polish 2nd Corps.—(Cover) 45 7-8 46
Pclonus Auction (3-13-43) 4 11 42
Polonus Auction (2-24-45) 26 11 44
Polonus Auction (4-23-48) 60 1 48
Polonus Auction (1948) 61 28 48
Polonus Elects (1948-49) 61 23 48
Polonus Fifth Anniversary 15 11 43
Polonus First Day Cover (Illustration) 13 0 3
Polcnus Juniors 7 2 43
Polonus Nominates (1-8-43) 6 1 43
Polonus Nominates (1-14-44) 17 i 44
Polonus Night at C.P.S. (6-7-45) 32 5 45
Polonus Officers (1942) 1 8 42
Polonus Participates (Pol. members’ awards at shows) 58 10 47

Polonus, Poland Flag Stamp Cover (Amt. issued and Comments) 12 7-8 43

Polonus, Souvenir Sheets in Review—Lester Jankowski i 2 43
Polonus Wins at C.P.S. Nov. 2 to 4, 1945 37 11 45
Polpex 1943 3 10 42
Polpex 1943 5 12 42
Polpex 1943 6 1 43
Polpex 1943 il 2 43
Polpex 1943 8 3 43
Polpex Auction (1943) 6 1 3
Polpex 1943 Souvenir Sheet 6 1 43
Polpex 1943 Souvenir Sheet 7 2 43
Polpex 1944 10 b 43
Polpex 1944 Auction Listing 17 il 44
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Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Polpex
Pclpex

Pomorze and Poznan before 1918—S. G. Rich

Issue No.

1944 17
1944 Reflections and Results 19
1944 Souvenir Sheets 17
1944 Souvenir Sheets 18
1944 Write-up 18
1944 Souvenir Sheet 19
1945 26
1945 Auction 27
1945 Auction Listing 28
1945 Pre-Show write-up 29
1945 Rules and Regulations 27
1945 Souvenir Sheet (Illust.) 28
1945 Souvenir Sheet (Illust.) 28
1945 (Results) 30
1946 39
1946 Auction (Listing) 39
1946 Catalog (1946) X 38
1946 (Results) 40
1946 Seal 39
Seals, Covers and Bulletins (Prices) 43
1947 Auection (2-15-47) 49
1947 (Results) ! 48
1947 Souvenir Sheet 51
1947 (Results) 50
1948 52
1948 58
1948 60
1948 Souvenir Sheet 60
Grand Award, Larking Trophy (0
1948 Winners k 61
1948 (Views of H. A. Lindquist 61
Seals and Bulletins G6
1949 63
1949 (Advance Announcement) 67
1949 (Financial Report) 75
1949 (Rules and Regulations) 69
1949 (Photo) Results ete. (Chopin Theme) 72
Souvenir Sheet 72
Finanecial Report 75
1950 79
1950 (Photo of Exhibit) 84
1950 (Souvenir Seals) 83
1950 (Results)—Larry C. Zieler 84
1951 Announcement 02
1951—An Announcement 03
1951—Award Winners 94
1951—Souvenir Sheet 1951 093
1952—(An Announcement) 100

to honor 90th Ann. of the First Polish Postage Stamp 82

44

Pomorze and Poznai in the 19th Century—S. G. Rich 3
Postage Stamps and their classification in Polish Philately
S. Mikstein 5-76

A reply — “A few words on the stamps of the 1st Army Corps
in France and England
Postal Changeover in Poland, after World War IT—R. A. Wilson 95

Postal Emissions of Allenstein, by Bert Powell
Postal Emissions of Democratic Poland (A Review)

M. E. Steczynski

Month Year

1 44

3 +4

1 44

2 44

£ 44

3 44
11 44
12 44
1 45

2 45
12 44
1 45

1 45

3 45

1 46

1 46
12 45
2 46

1 46

5 46
12 46
11 46
2 47

1 47

3 47
10 47
1 48

1 48

1 aQ
2-3 48
2-3 48
9 43

5 13
10 -
6 40
12 48
& 49

3 40

6 49
1] A%
4 50

3 50

A 50

1 il
2-3 £
4 gl
2-8 51
11 51
2 50

6 46
10 412
6-8 49
2 59

i 51
7-8 43
6 47
3-4 =0
11 46
0 46

6 45

B 45

-+ il

Powell, Bert.—A Check List of Literature on Pcland No. 1 83-84
Powell, Bert.—A Polish Curiosity 48
Powell, Bert.—A Polish Oddity 46
Powell, Bert.—Catholic League Charity Seals 33
Powell, Bert.—“Did You Know That?” 30
Powell, Bert.—From the Desk of Bert Powell 91
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NEW ISSUES
by J. J. Domar
On Oct. 1 and 2, 1955 a Grape Ga-
thering Celebration, traditional since
1431, was held at Zielona Géra. At
the same time the First Philatelic
Exhibition of Lubuska was held. In
conjunction with these two events,
the Polish Post issued stamps on the
occasion of the 10th Anniv. of the
recovery of the western territories of
Silesia, Pomorze and Mazur. The stamp
designs show capitals of these Pro-
vinces: the 25 gr green—Szczecin; the
40 gr red—Cathedral at Wroclaw; the
60 gr blue Town Hall at Oplon. Steel
engraved in sheets c¢f 100. During the
Exhibition the stamps were sold only
in special booklets with a special
exhibition cancellation and a Grape
Gathering Celebration cancellation.
—Dr. M.A. Rayall de Ragan
Set of four stamps honoring the
Mickiewicz Celebration Year 1955.
Date of issue: October 10, 1955.
Values: 20 gr brown
40 gr brown and orange
60 gr brown and green
95 gr black and red brown
Perforation: 20 gr. — 12 x 12%
40, 60 and 95 gr — 1214 1234
Paper: white, unwatermarked
Gum: white
Process: Rotogravure
Measurement: 20 gr—43 x 25.5 mm
40, 60 and 95 gr—25.5 x 31.25 mm

— Prasa i Ksigzka
Not mueh official information has
been received on “INew Issues.” Our

last nectification is dated Nov. S8th.

At this time we were informed that
on October 21st a set of two stamps
were issued to honor the 50th Anniver-
sary of the Polish Teachers Trade
Union.

Issued in two values: A 40 groszy
brown — showing a child at a black-
board with a teacher in back super-
vising.

A 60 groszy blue, showing an open
book, and the lamp of knowledge. The
size is 3114 25% mm., perf. 1214,
rotogravured on white unwatermarked
paper.

You will recall seeing notices in va-
rious publications in regard to the co-
lor variety of the Kosciuszko stamp
discovered by a New York dealer.

v

Since his discovery, (actually we knew
of it for some months previous) eight
different color varieties have appeared.
The colors range in shades from a sort
of blue black, purplish to a red brown.
Six were imperf. and two perforated.
They are strictly color proofs.

I have also received a sample page
of a new album which is being distri-
buted by “Prasa i Ksigzka.” It is
for stamps issued 1944 to 1955. Con-
taining 100 loose leaf pages, 24 x 29
cm, high grade glossy paper two-toned
and illustrated, all titles are in Polish.
It gives no other information except
the reason for the issue. Price is $4.00.

That’s all for now!

CORRECTION PLEASE!

To the article “The First Polish
Postage Stamps in Zloty Currency” by
V. Rachmanov that appeared in the
November BULLETIN No. 133, we
wish to make the following ccrrection:

In the fifth paragraph on Perfora-
tions on page 133-2, where the “x”
appears, the text should read “Perf.
10 — 10%; 11% — 12% and 12%
— 13%’’, which means Perf. 10 to
10%; 11% to 1215 and 12% to 1314.

The next paragraph should read
“Line-perforation: 11% — 12% and
12% — 13% all values on ete.” And
further on “The 15 groszy on thin pa-
per is also known with compound per-
foration 12% — 13% by 10% —
1115”7

APPLICANTS PENDING
S. Styezynski
1226 N. Grenview Ave.
Chicago 22, Illinois
J. Szyszkiewicz
2723 W. Crystal Street
Chicago 22, TIllinois

FREE! FREE! FREE!

As we mentioned in a previous BUL-
LETIN, Polonus has undertaken the
expense of reprinting a lengthy article
on Poland No. 1 by V. Rachmanov
that appeared in the Collector’s Club
Philatelic Journal. This wonderful arti-
cle from the publication of one of the
most distinguished philatelic societies
in the world, has already been printed
in booklet form, and will be mailed
out shortly to all paid-up Polonus mem-
bers free of charge.
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— POLPEX 1956 —

FRIDAY — SATURDAY — SUNDAY
MARCH 9th — 10th — 11th, 1956
at POLISH FALCONS HALL
CHICAGO, ILINOIS
With this issue of the BULETIN,
we are including a Prospectus or
entry blank for exhibiting at Polpex
1956. If you are planning to exhibit
at our coming annual show, we urge

you to fill out the Prospectus and
send it in as socn as possible. The
Exhibition is limited to 100 frames,

and it’s first come — first served.

At the last Polpex Committee meet-
ing, Myron Steczynski submitted the
preliminary sketch for the souvenir
sheet which was unanimously approved
It’s design will show the famous paint-
ing of Our Lady of Czestochowa and
will commemcrate the 600th anniver-
sary of the defense of the monastery
at Czestochowa under Father Kordecki,
from the siege by the Swedes.

The Polpex Committee plans to have
articles on Polish philately appear in
various national philatelic publications
about the time of the exhibition. From
various Chicagoland members articles
have been promised on the Krakow
Issues, Polish Revenues, Przedbérz Lo-
cals and Mickiewicz. We are’ still in
need of more material and invite mem-
bers of Polonus who are capable of
doing so tc write up some phase of
Poland philately and to send the article
together with any illustrative material
to Chester Schafer, 8G4 N. Ashland
Ave., Chicago 22, TIll., by Feb. 5th.

—Roman Burkiewiez,
Polpex Chairman

PHILATELY ON TELEVISION

Stamps and stamp collecting are the
subject of the Tuesday morning ses-
sion of the “Fun and Facts” program
over television WCPO-TV of Cinein-
nati, Ohio. It comes on at 8:30 a.m.
and is conducted by Mrs. Eloise Kad-
esch, The station broadeasts on Chan-
nel 9. It is sponsored by the University
of Cineinnati and was originally inten-
ded for children but

since these arc
in or on their way to schooi at that
hcur, the slant is towards an adult

audience. Every other week a separate
country and its stamps are featured
with the in-betweea oncs introducing
a guest philatelist.

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Sigmund Bor, Secretary
5326 S. Laramie Ave.
Chicago 38, TIl.
Joseph A. Banasiak, Treas.
3016 W. 41st St.
Chicago 32, TIl.

Publications Committee
Chester A. Schafer, Editor
864 N. Ashland Ave.

Chicago 22, IIL
VWalter Szymlek
2341 W. Moffat St.
Chicago 47, TIl.
Associate Editors this issue
Aloysius .J.
Ji i

Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. The views expressed by the
authors of articles appearing herein
do not necessarily express the views
of the Polonus Philatelic Society.

Paruzynski
Domar

TID BITS

Dr. M. E. Uznanski did it again!
He took the first prize plaque at the
International Show at Oslo with his
Christmas Seals.

The active Doctor also celebrated his
25th anniversary as a doeter with the
Obstetrics Dept. at St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal in Chicago. A banquet was held
in his honor. May we add our heartiest
congratulations. 2

B %
Members V. Rachmanov and Rev.
Bialdyga were also recently honored

by a write-up in STAMPS magazine.
R

At the past Czechoslovak show a
new type of steel easel and aluminum
frame were introduced. This new type
equipment for stamp exhibitions will
start a new trend.

* ok %

Barney IMialkowski is the newly elec-

ted President (n‘;l= thg A*ustin Phil. Club.

Our December 23rd Christmas Beeba
attracted 35 members and 4 visitors
and included a Parade of Past Presi-
dents. Program Chairman John Skot-
nicki deserves credit for a successful
party. Music was provided by the
Polenus Polka Band consisting of Wil-
liam Juszezak and Ed Kowalski. A
larger and illustrated description of
this affair will appear in the January
BULLETIN.
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