
BULLETIN OF THE • 

Meets 2nd & 4th Friday of each month at Falcons Hall, 1062 N. Ashland Ave. 

_Issue 139 May 1956 

TRANSITION FROM STAMPLESS MAILING 
TO ST AMPS IN THE KINGDOM OF POLAND 

by STEPHEN G. RICH 
Reprinted from STAMPS of 3/3/56 

If there is any one country to which 
the newly popular distinction between 
"stampless" and "pre-stamp" covers 
does not logically apply that country 
is the former Kingdom of Poland, Rus­
sian-dc-minated, which existed up to 
1865. The usages and rates before 
stamps found use, were continued 
smoothly into the stamp period, so that 
any demarcation of this sort is strictly 
arbitrary, not to say confusing. Like­
wise stampless mailing continued for 
certain purpo_ses notably foreign mail, 
right into the subsequent period when 
the Kingdom of Poland had been com­
pletely Russianized, when Russi an 
stamps were in use, when only the old 
Polish postmarking or cancelling de 
vices remained from the previous ad­
ministration. 

Lik ewise, the overlap of usage and 
the transition by stages are typical of 
what was a normal process in many 
countries. Change the dates, place 
names, and money, you convert the 
Polish transitioa into that of Canada, 
the United States, or France. France 
speeded the transition; Canada let it 
last twenty-five years; the United 
States began it eleven years before 
Poland; etc. But features not common 
to t hese countries and others fail to 
appear except in odd corners, with 
each of them. 

Thus, we find that in 1853 the rate 
of 10 kopecks per loth weight had been 

established in Poland. This had in fact 
been the rate for the zone system of 
1848, for less than 100 versts. This 
cor repsonds to the U.S. establishment 
of the "5 and 10" rates in 1845 instead 
of the former elaborate zone system 
with 6 cents for minimum distance. 

The use of the handstamp rater, 
"FRANCO" in a sausage-shaped box 
in Poland dates back to 1847, and con­
tinues right through to 1869 on stamped 
and stampless mail alike. It was fre­
que:1tly, but far from universally used 
on prepaid mail, even as the American 
"Paid" handstamps through the corres­
ponding transition period. 

'rhe use of stamps in Poland begins 
with Russian stamps, and in 1858. Be­
cause a 5-kopeck envelope for local 
letters existed, there is the complica­
t ion of stamped envelope use as well 
as of adhesives to differentiate Po­
land's transition from that of other 
countries. Apparently the 5-kopeck "St. 
Petersburg" envelope, authorized for 
use on local letters in Warsaw, pro­
vided t he first stamp usage. The re­
cords, as in Rachmanov's book, indicate 
Jan. 27, 1858 as date of start of usage; 
but Feb. 10, 1858 seems to be the 
earliest reported cover. From Polanski 
we show an example (Fig. 1). 

But adhesives, in particular Russia's 
first stamp, the imperf. 10 kopeck, saw 
service very soon. April 21, 1858, from 
Warsaw to Strziemieszce, is the earliest 
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Fig. !-Portion of S. Petersburg Pro­
visional Envelope used in Warsaw, 1858 

reported example. As Fig. 2 we show 
this earl iest use, taken from Stamp 
Specialist Blue Book ( 1941). 

The reader will notice the familiar 
Polish cancellation of a numeral with­
in four nested circles. These devices 
were provided early in 1858, in antici­
pation of the introduction of stamps. 
The numeral indicates the office; a 
system of numbering was set up by a 
postal , service order of March 27, 1858. 
Evidently the kilers had been made 
previous to the publication of the 
order. This parallels the U. S. 1847 
order that stamps were not to be can­
celled with the town postmark; but 
differs in that the American postal 
service left it to each postmaster to 
provide whatever device he chose. 

The next stage is represented by the 
'\Varsaw provincial envelopes put into 
use Jan. 1, 1859. 'rhese were made by 
means of a two metal handstamps, and 
hence are strictly "Handstruck Stamps" 
-perhaps the earliest examples of such 
from any country. There are two types. 
During this same year, Russian per­
forated issues found occasional use in 
Poland. The early 1858 issue, the 10 
kopeck value, is known on several 
Polish covers, and the late 1858 issue 
is the second type, likewise is found 
on 1859 cover, at least one, from War­
saw. 

Now during (lfll this period, stamped 
usage forms only a literally infini­
tesimal portion of the mail in Poland. 
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The estimate is here made on the basis 
of 1859 items seen over a period of 
20 y'ears, that less than one letter in 
100 went with stamps prior to 1860. 
This contrasts with roughly 10 percent 
of the mail going stamped in France 
in its first year, 1849, and approxi­
mately the same proportion in the 
United States, as in Canada somewhat 
later. (I am trusting my memory for 
the percentages in the other countries, 
in order not to delay this article 
beyond the deadline for publication). 

'l'he year 1860 is marked by the in­
troduction of both adhesives and the 
stamped envelopes. 

'l'he envelopes came first-even as 
the provisionals of 1859 had paved the 
way. Here it might be remarked that 
for all three countries ruled by the then 
Czar, stamped envelopes preceded ad­
hesives: F inland and Russia in 1845, 
Poland in 1859. So even in this respect, 
Poland in its transition to stamps 
shows features not unique, but found 
in other lands. The position of Poland 
as a representative of t ypical or wide­
sp1·ead postal methods at this date is 
thus strengthened. 

The two envelopes, 3 kopecks for 
·warsaw local letters, 10 kopecks for 
general mail, are definitely stated to 
have gone into use Jan. 1, 1860, by 
Polanski and by Rachmanov. 

The Lone Adhesive, Poland's 10 ko­
peck stamp, though officially issued 
also o_n Jan. 1, 1860, is not known used 
earlier than Feb. 29, 1860, at Lublin 
and March 2, 1860 at Kutno. Curiously 
enough, next reported date is June 4, 
1860, at Myszkow. However, in this 
case we do have a 1·ecord that use of 
the stamp was not authorized, though 
it was supplied to post offices earlier, 
until March 16, 1860. 

Stampless covers of 1860 are not 
too scarce. I n particular, mail going 
abroad remained stampless through this 
period and even to at least 1869 for 
the most part. 

But stampless domestic mail seems 
to have come almost to an end during 
1860. During the period when Poland 
No. 1 was current, stampless covers, 
whether paid or collect, seem to be 
scarce. I infer that this is not the 
result of destruction of them subse­
quently, but that the contrast to their 
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Fig. 2-Earlicst known usage of an adhesive stamp in Poland: Russia No-. 1 
0:1 cover fro:n Warsaw, April 21, 1858. (Cuts courtesy STAMPS Magazine,.) 

relatively plentiful presence in 1857 
to 1859 reprnsents t he actual change 
of usage. 

From th e postmark pobt of vie,,, 
the town marks, FRANCO in sausage, 
Warsaw receiving tim e handstamps, 
suffer no change. Eve:1 colors used 
for postmarking remain wholly un· 
changed. Thus there is, as in other 
countries, continuity during transition. 

As n r esult of the 1863 Rebellion, 
Poland's postal autonomy was take :1 
away in 1865. Russian st amps repl:1ce1l 
Poland No. l; but there seems to no 
other change in usage. I n the period 
from 1865 to 1870 the Polish town 
marks continued in use till worn out, 
being r eplaced slowly by strictly Ru s­
sian marks in 1868 and 1869. But the 
Polish killers, nu mer a 1 s in nested 
circles, stayed in use right along, until 
a general change to striking the tow,1 
marks, Russian style and new, provided 
about 1870, directly on the stamps was 
ordered. 

Indeed, the Warsaw section or branch 
office k,illers, with nested squares, 
and the Warsaw device of numeral in 
n ested octagons, find their most ex-
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tensive use after the 1865 supp resion 
d Polish stc.in ~J s. The octagon device 
i s, in fact, not known, or not reported 
in print, prior to the suppression. If 
anyone has it on Poland No. 1, whether 
on cover or off, he will confer a real 
favor on all students of ol_der Polish 
philately by recording it in an article 
with an illustration. 

'l'he tran sition to stamps in Poland 
may not have become complete even 
as late as 1870; b ut mate ri~. l to est ,J,. 
lish any later stampless usage h,::s n0t 
yet come to my notice. Foreign mail 
continued to go stampless in part, into 
at least late 1869. It is my personal 
belief that it i s quite likely some 
countries were still reached by mail 
of that sort until Russia, including 
Poland, became a charter member o ,: 
the U .P.U. with U.P.U. rates and serv­
ice methods effec tive in mid-1875. 

This article has merely opened up 
i ts subject, rather than having attemp­
ted to treat it in all possible detail. 
This is deliberate, since a rather long, 
extensive survey of material from manv 
sources is needed to do full justice. It 
is hoped this article may inspire some 
student to undertake this. 
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Th o Second Issue of Stamps ,By Post-War Poland 
Values 25 and 50 Groszy - Printed in Moscow 

by MARJAN DUN"SKI 
(Translated from the Polish by vValter Szymlek) 

'l' he fir st issue, known as '"l'he Na­
tional Heroes set" which went on de­
finite sale on September 12,1944 had 
rather a provisional character, because 
a directive of September 13, 1944 
brought into circulation new stamps 
-values 25 and 50 groszy, known as 
the "Moscc-7, Printing Set." 

, ........ .,,... ..,. .. _,.,_ . .,...._.,.~ .... -,.....,....,... 
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t 
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I 
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In August 1944 the director of Com- , 
munications, Posts & Telegraphs, by 
the National Liberation Committee in 
Lublin, Enrr. Jan Grubecki had ordered 
from the Moscow firm "Go z 11 a k" 
14,000,000 stamps of the 25 and 50 
groszy values . The first part of this 
order from "Goznak" anived at Lub­
lin September 13, 1!)4± and contained 
500,000 stamps of each value. 'fhese 
stamps were instantly rnleased for sale 
by the fo ll owing order: 

"The Daily Bulletin of Tariffs" 
(Dziennik 'faryf) of Posts and Tele­
graphs, Year VIII, No. 7-Lublin, Ja­
nuary 16, 1945-Page 17, Pos. 5. 

REGULATION 
Of the director of Commu nications, 
Posts & 'l'elegraphs, Sept. 13, 1944. 

On the basis of article 22 from Aug. 
3, 1924 on Posts and 'l'elegraphs (Dz. 
U.R.P.-No. 63, pos. 481, of 1933) I 
hereby order the following: 

1. Introduced for sale are postage 
stamps of 25 and 50 groszy. 

2. The 25 groszy stamp, measuring 
26 x 37mm has the design of the White 
Eagle on a red background. Beneath 
the design in large letters is placed 
the inscription POCZ'l'A POLSKA. In 
the upper left corner is the inscription 
25 GR.-in the upper right corner: 
25 GR. 

The 50 groszy stamp, measuring 26 
x 37mm shows a drawing of the monu­
ment GRUNWALD in Krakow. Color: 
dark-green. Beneath the <lrawing is 
placed the inscription in large letters: 
POCZTA POLSKA. At the bottom of 
the drawing in white letters: GRU '­
WALD. In the upper left corner the 
inscription . 50 GR., in the upper right 
corner : 50 GR. 
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:J . This order beco mes effective as 
o1 Sept. 13, 1944. 

Dirnctor 
Eng. Jan Grubecki 

Cr.talog data on this issue: 
Hl44, Sept. 13. - Moscow printing. 

Rotogravure. Ordinary paper. P erfora­
tion lineal 12¼. 

4 25 groszy, red, size of the draw-
ing 22.3 x 33.5mm. 
Total printing 3,720,000 

4N Same - Imperf. Total p1·tng. 200 
4A 25 gr. brown-1·od, size of drawing 

22.8 x 33.5 mm. 
Total printing 21,000,000 

5 50 gr. dark green; size of draw­
ing 2:3.8 x 23.5mm. 

'l'otal printing 12,530,000 
5N Same - Imperf. Total prtng. 200 
The 25 groszy featmes the National 

Emblem. 'l'ho 50 groszy shows the base 
of the Wladyslaw Jagiello monument 
in Krakow, which was founded on the 
400th Anniversary of his victory over 
the Tuetons at Grunwald, and which 
was demolished by the Germans during 
t hei r occupation of Poland in World 
Vi' ar II. The paper of this issue is 
white of .07mm thickness with gum, 
12% lineal perforation. The gum is 
either white or yellowish, glossy or 
flat. The sheets am of 100 subjects: 
10 horizontal rows of 10 pieces. The 
25 gr. value was withdrawn from cir­
culation by the following order: 
"Dziennik Taryf" N 2 - 21945 - pos. 6 

REGULATION 
From the Director of Posts and Telegr. 

Polonus Bulletin, May 1956 



on Lee. 18, 1944-concerning the with­
drawal of the 25 groszy postage stamp. 

On the basis of Article 22 Enactment 
1, of Aug. 3, 1924 on Posts, Telephones 
nnd Telegraphs (Dz. U.R.P. No. 63 
pos. 481) I hereby order the -following: 

l. The withdrawal from circulation 
of the 25 groszy postage stamp with 
the National Emblem, introduced into 
circulation by order of the Director of 
Posts and Telegraphs on Sept. 13, 1944. 

2. The stamp shall be accepted for 
exchnnge or an equivalent refund in 
cash, until January 1, 1945. 

Director of Posts & Tel. 
Eng. Jan Kapelinski 

The reason for the withdrawal of 
the 25 groszy stamp was the change 
iri postal rates established in Sept. 
1044 by the Director of Posts & Tel. 
An order from Dec. 23, 1944 established 
the new rates as folows: 

Letter-domestic, to 20 grams 1 zl. 
Postal card - domestic 
Postal card - foreign 
Letter-foreign, to 20 grams 
Letter-foreign, over 20 grams 
Registry 

50 gr. 
1 zl. 

2z l. 
3 zl. 
2 zl. 

'l'hc new rates went into effect on 
Jan. 1, 1945. 

The 50 groszy stamp was withdrawn 
May 31, 1945 by the Ministry of 
Posts and Telegraphs by an order o.f 
April 27, 1945-"Dziennik Taryf" R. 
VIII. No. 2, Warszawa, July 1, 1945 -
Page 24, pos. 22. 

REGULATION 
From the Ministry of P_osts and Tele­
graphs, April 27, 1945-concerning the 
withdrawal of the postage stamp value 
50 groszy. 

1. On the basis of Article 22, Enact­
ment No. 1; of August Aug. 3, 1924 
on Posts L Telegr. (Dz. U.R.P. No. 63, 
1933 Pos. 481) I hereby order the fol­
lowing: On May 31, 1945 the with­
drawal from circulation of the postage 
stamp 50 groszy with the view of the 
Grunwald Monument in Krakow, of 
dark green color, issued for circulation 
on Sept. 13, 1944. 

2. The . exchange of this stamp at 
the Post Offices and Postal Agencies 
will be carried out till June 15, 1945. 
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TID BITS 
A highly specialized catalog of post­

war issues of Polund wus published in 
mimeographed form in Poland by the 
Section of the Polish Philatelic Socie-
ty, Krakow. 

* * * 
We heard that Prof. St. Mikstein 

is working on an up-to-date article 
on the Krakow stamps. 

* * * 
Prof. Ant. Laskiewicz intends to 

bring the lkaros catalog up-to-date, 
published in the Polish larnguage. 

* * * 
At the recent FIPEX the following 

members walked off with awards: Dr. 
L. Kozakiewicz got a silver gilt medal, 
V. Rachmanov a gold one; Myron Ste­
czynski a silver one, and Walter Ko­
lakowski a bronze one. 

* * * 
·warm weather had no effect on 

Polonus meeting attendance. The May 
24th meeting had 32 members in at­
tendance. The evening was highlighted 
with a beer party. The treats were on 
Roman Reinowski who celebrated his 
25th wedding anniversary April 25th. 

* * * 
Polonus will receive shortly the of­

ficial labels of the 7th Polish Philatelic 
Exhibition ut Warsaw in 1957. The 
attractive poster stamps show the coat 
of arms of Warsaw the Syrena, and 
comes in three different color combi­
nations: light blue and black, rose and 
black, and chartreuse and black. Cost 
10 groszy each - or 10 cents per set 
of three. Obtainable from Adam Klos­
kowski, 2528 N. Drake Ave., Chgo. 47. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
Vincent P. Jaworski 

1910 St. Paul St. 
Rochester 21, N.Y. 

Stanley Korycki 
757 W. Scott Ave. 

Rahway 2, N. J. 
Joseph J. Skorko 

1006 Atlantis Ave. 
Camden 4, N.J. 

Mrs. Regina Zaremba 
912 Winslow Ave. 

New Castle, Pa. 

SEND IN YOUR DUES NOW! 
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A LINK WITH KOSCIUSZKO ? 
by JOHN C. CRIMLISK 

This letter is from the Kingdom of 
Poland to Luneville, France. 

The cover has no Polish postmark, 
but is dated inside 14 September, 1776. 
The figures 159 in the top right hand 
corner no doubt are the number in the 
Postal' Register and the faint red ma­
nuscript mark to the lower left of the 
figures may be an abbreviated manu­
script mark for Warszawa. There is a 
red transit postmark PAR MASEYCK. 
On the reverse is the manuscript in­
scription "Odebrany Dn. 2 Sbra 1776" 
translated as "Received 2nd October 
1776." 

The letter was sent by Pierre Tepper 
& Co. (The well known Warsaw Ban­
kers) on behalf of Princess Lubomir­
ska wife of the Palatine of Lublin to 
A. Dziuli former First Ecuyer of His 
late Majesty King Stanislaus. Reference 
is made to an earlier communication 
received for the Castellan of Radom. 
A draft on Paris for 1367 livres was 
enclosed. 

The Princess Lubomirska and Kos­
ciuszko were well known to each other. 

In 1774, Kosciuszko returned to Po­
land after his travels abroad to study 
military organization. He set about try­
ing to put the family finances on a 
sound footing, but his brother Jozef, 
spending more than saving, quarrelled 
with him, and Tadeusz had to seek 
hospitality in the home of his mar­
ried sister. It was during this period, 
whilst teaching drawing - and mathe­
matics to the daughters of the future 
Grand Hetman, Jozef Sosnowski, that 
Kosciuszko fell in love with Ludwika 
Sosnowska. However, Sosnowski had 
already gambled away his daughter to 
Prince Jozef Lubomirski, and the lovers 
were forced to plan an elopment. They 
were discovered and Kosciuszko, at­
tacked and wounded was driven from 
the house. 

The attitude of Ludwika's father, 
his quarrel with his brother Jozef and 
his unsatisfactory financial position 
made Kosciuszko decide to go to 
Paris in 1776. 

In Paris, the America~ Agent, Silas 
Deane was calling for volunteers for 
the . American Army and in response 

139-6. 

_,. 

• I/ 

Kosciuszko sailed for America in the 
Summer of 1776 and had to make the 
crossing o:i borrowed funds. 

Ludwika showed that she was still 
interested in Kosciuszko for she i s 
recorded as having written to him in 
America " ... that in my heart I am 
unalterably and until death yours." On 
his return to Poland she wrote to the 
King requesting that he be given a 
military command. 

Was the money sent by the Princess 
to Paris, to repay the loan made to 
Kosciuszko ~ 

I'm afraid we shall never know. 
THIRD ANNUAL POLONUS PICNW 

Picnic Chairman Roman Reinowski 
announced that Sunday, July 22nd has: 
been selected for our Picnic at Powers 
Lake, ·wisc., at Doc Kozy's resort. 
Full particulars will be given in the 
next issue of the Bulletin. 
BULLETIN ADS - PRICE LIST 

For Polonus Members Only 
Full Page - $12.00 
Half Page - 7.00 
Quarter Page - 4.00 
One inch ad - 1.50 
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NEW PRICE LIST OF BULLETINS 
AND POLAND NO.- 1 BOOKLET 

The first 100 issues of the Polonus 
Bulletin cannot be sold in singles. 
Issues after No. 100 at 20c per copy. 
A full complete set to Jan. 1957 -
$20.00 postpaid. New subscriptions run 
$2.00 per year. 

The Poland No. 1 Booklet by V. 
Rachmanov, 50c per copy to members. 
Not more than two to a member. 
Dealers - 60c per copy, no di&count. 
Outsiders - $1.00 per copy. 

Send orders to Adam Kloskowski, 
2528 N . Drake Ave., Chicago 47, Ill. 

IN MEMORIAM-DR. F . V. BIELSKI 
Polonus member Dr. Francis V. Biel· 

ski, a physician, passed on. He was 57 
and lived at 200 S. Norwinden Dr., 
Springfield, Pa. He was a member of 
the staff at Taylor Hospital. 

Surviving are his wife, the former 
Emily Zebrowski; a son, Francis V. 
.Jr., who is studying for the priesthood 
at the North America College at Rome; 
a daughter Mrs. Dolores E. Johnson, 
of North Wales ; a sister, Sister Mary 
Cajetan, of the Bernadine Sisters. 

Our most heartfelt sympathy to Mrs. 
Emily Bielski and the family. 

NEW MEMBERS 
,John Frank Szuch 

ll712 Avon Ave. 
Cleveland 5, Ohio 

Joseph M. Jakubecki 
5966 Jos. Campau 

Detroit 11, Mich. 
Henry J. Orzel 

240 St. Lawrence Ave. 
Buffalo 23, N. Y. 

Give Your Old 
Stamp Catalogues, 

Albums & Duplicates 
to 

STAMPS FOR THE 
WOUNDED 

Send Your Material To: 
Barney J, Fialkowski 
2952 N. Avers Ave. 

Chicago 18, Ill. 
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Albums for Poland 
NOW READY! 

EASTERN SILESIA 
(Complete - 18 pages) 
$1.65 plus 15c postage 

POLISH AIR-MAILS 
(Complete to 1955 -13 pgs.) 
$1.20 plus 15c postage 

• 
IN PREPARATION 

POLAND - 1944-1955 
(Ready in October) 

GEN. GOUVERNEMENT 
and 

SUPPLEMENT No. 1 (1956 
(Ready next March) 

POLAND - 1918-1939 
• 

IN STOCK 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
1st Republic, 1918-1939 

(115 pages) 
$9.00 plus 45c postage 

Bohemia & Moravia, 1939 -
1945 ( 38 pages) 
$3.50 plus 25c postage 

Slovakia, 1939-1945 
(35 pages) 
$3.25 plus 25c postage 

2nd Republic, 1945-1953 
(73 pages) 
$6.25 plus 35c postage 

Supplement No. 1 (1953-54) 
$1.20 

Supplement No. 2 (1954) 
45c 

Supplement No. 3 (1955) 
850 

Order from your dealer or 
direct from 

G. C. KOBYLKA 
1433 S. Cuyler Ave. 
Berwyn, Ill. 

139-7 



NEW ISSUES -
by J . J . Domar 

A set of two stamps which com­
memorate the 9th International -Cycling 
Race, Warsaw-Berlin-Prague, held May 
1 to 15, 1956, were released April 25th . 

The design is the same on both, 
which is a cyclist in racing form . The 
values are 40 gr. dark blue and 60 gr. 
green. Designed by H. Przezdziecki, 
rotogravure, size 31¼ x 25½mm. 

Specia.l postmarks were used in vVa1·­
saw-L6dz-Stalingrad and Wroclaw dur­
ing t he race. 

During May Zum. No. 704, Scott's 
593 was surcharged with new values 
- 10, 40, 60 gr . and 1.35 zl. 

A set of four Tourist stamps will 
be released in values of 30, 40, 60 gr. 
and ·• l.15 · zl. 

'l'hree additional stamps are to be 
added to t he Warsaw Monuments, 30, 
40 gr. and 1.55 zl. 

Illustrated above are the proposed 
designs of a ·new set to be issued in 
August for the International Olympic 
Games at Melbourne, Au stralia. 

Two stamps commemorating the Po­
lish Women's Congrnss are to be i ssued 
in June. Depicted will be a portra~c of 
L. \Vawrzynska, a heroic teacher who 
sacrificed her life to save children 
from a fire. -Prasa i Ksi[!zka 
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P OLONUS PHILAT. SOOIBTY 
john Bor, Secrntary 

1810 No. Richmond Street 
Chicago 47, Ill. 

.T. P. Rux, Treasurer 
6136 Addison Street 

Chicago 34, Ill. 

Publications Committee 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

864 N. Ashland Ave. 
Chicago 22, Ill . 

Walter Szymlek 
2341 W. Moffat St. 

Chicago 4'i, Ill. 

Associate Editors this issue 
Steven G. R ich, John C. Crimlisk, 
Marjan Dun ski and J. J. Domar 

Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. The views expressed by 
the authors of articles appearing 
herein do not necessarily express 
the views of the Polonus Phila-
telic Society. 

ON THE SUBJECT OF "PORT 
GDANSK" INVERTED OVERPRINTS 

In connection with a l' ecent tran­
saction of "Port Gdansk" i nverted 
overprints - some members voiced the 
op1mon that no inverted overprints 
were k nown prior to the last war, and 
those stamps, showing up now, might 
have been museum pieces "liberated." 

At t he Sla:vonia Exhibit ion at Kato­
wice in 1934, Wladyslaw Nowotarski 
of Zywiec had in his exhibit of Gdansk 
two stamps of Port Gdansk not listed 
by Scott, the 10 groszy (lK-5) and 
25 groszy ( lK-8 ) with an inverted 
overprint; also one block of four with 
a double overprint . -W. S. 

ROSSICA SOCIETY JOURNAL 
The latest issue of the Journal of 

t he Rossica Society of Russian Phila­
te ly, N o. 48, carries two short ar ticles 
by member V. Rachmanov "Interesting 
Russian Postmarks of 1867" and "Rus­
sia No. 1 With Ge rman Postmarks." 

Also appearing in this issue is ano­
ther article by Capt. S. de Shramchenko 
"Postage Stamps of Ukrainian Natio­
nal Republic 1920." The Polonus Bul· 
letin carried and article by Capt. S. 
de Shramchenko in Issue 131 pgs. 4-5 
about Ukrainian Field Post of 1920. 
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