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"Official Business" Marks of Poland 1817-1860 
By I. GUST 

Pre•stamp cover with the " official busi ness'' mark, mailed from Siedlce to the Archbishop of Poznoii. 

The "official business" mark of the pre-stamp period attracted the at­
tion of research students of the postal history of Poland. The well known 
philatelists Messrs. Polanski and Rachmanoff published their views as early 
as 1935. 'L'heir findings served as basis for further articles published since 
in Poland and in the U.S.A. Recently Messrs. L. Zaremba an(l L. PaTczewski 
opened the discussion in the bi-weekly "Fi la te l is, ta," published in Warsaw 
and they described additional types -of marks used. ·'I'he war intel'fered with 
the efforts of some philatelists in Poland to collect the necessary material 
and a lot of valuable covers must been lost in the tragic war years . Now the 
task is much harder and it is up to everyone who has such covers to de­
scl'ibe these as full y as possible and in this way help to advance our knowedge. 

Having accumulated nearly 150 covers with the mark "on official business" 
"INTERES RZ4,DOWY" I feel that it is of interest to share n1y observations 
with philatelists· who study these marks as part of tho postal history of 
Poland . As a result of the 1815 Congress of Vi :ma, the so-called "Congre~~ 
Poland" emerged under the Russian Tsar's tutelage with an internal :i.utonomy. 
A commission was set up to organize the Postal Services and in 1817 a 
regulation was issued t hat "all official mail was to be maTked". The wording 
of this regulation seem to indicate that each office entitled to free mail 
was to use its own wa~- of marking letters until such time when a u11iforn1 
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Official bUsiness letter mailed from Ostrowo to Krot0szyn. 

sy_stem could be introduced. This is why we find in this period such a great 
variety of metal ma1·ks and the more commonly used manuscript ones. 

It is impossible to determine which method .;,as used first and, from 
the covel'S in my collection, it seems that both metal and manuscript marks 
were used at the same time - Mr. Polanski recorded a cover dated 28. 3. l 825 
with a metal mark from Kalisz, while I have a cover from 'Plock dated 
20. 6. 1819 with masuscript mark. Probably the bigger establishment which 
h·ad a lot of mail found it necessary to introduce • metal marks to facilitate 
th e procedure. As it is known official letters, beside the official mark, were 
also countersigned by a responsible clerk. Although th e manuscript type of 
marking was more prevelant than the metal mark, research was mainly con­
centrating on the metal type. We will therefore endeavor to describe both 
methods beginning with the metal mark. 

Cover from Czeladz with Official business mark ' 'Bur. Mia. Bendzonig Sturba Rzad. Cywil.'' 
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1,/:I 1 0WILKOWISZKI 
~J-:.=-.c.--------

Offici9 I busi ness . l~tter sent from Wilkowiszki to Wfodys tcw6w. 

'!'here seem to have been two variations of the mark "on official business" 
-one reading '"[NTERES Z4-DOWY" the other "INTERES RZ4-DOWY CY­

WILNY" - "official civilian business", by civilian probably meaning semi-of­
ficial which nevertheless had the privilege of free mail. 'l'he second type 

is fou~d in several variations like "INTERES CYWILNY RZ4-DOWY", "SLUZ­
BA RZ4-DOWA CY'vVILNA" or "SLUZBA CYWILNA RZ4-DOWA" (Sluzba 

means service) and it r eads "official business" 01· "official ser vice". 

'l'his indicates that ma11y institutions of a semi-governm ent status had 

the right to free mail. Indeed the covers suggest that chmches, city and 
village administration, courts of law, transpo1-t, city and cou ntry builders, 
surveyors, etc., when writing on official matte rs were exempt fl'Om postal charg!;~ 
and had to mark such letter accordingly. 

The metal marks seem to fall into two types based on the type of letters 
used: l. with script let ters (French). 2. with Roman block letters. Th e script 

!INTERES RZ)\DOWYI 

type resembles the fine handwriting which was very popular at that time 
was the more numerous one and it was used on many m.arks which differ in 

size, form and wording. It is impossible to indicate wh en these marks first 
came into operation due to lack of information and the fact that most covers 
have elates and month b.ut not the year of dispatch. Sometimes tl1 e address 
makes it possible to anive at an approximate year, or the receiving m,uk 
suggests an approximate year. Occasionally the paper of some covers lrnve 
waterm arks indicating when this was made and we can thu s anive at the 
nearest year. I feel that it is advisable to give a detail ed description of 

each letter to help further Tesearch students. 
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'l'he script metal mark is found in many sizes, shapes or fonns mostly 
boxed 58 x 10 mm., othern 26 x 10 mm. with letters from 2 to 5 mm. in height. 
'l'h e following li st i s based on size 58 x 10 mm., except when other sizes 
a rc indicated. 

Town Mark 
Month in L atin, red 
boxed, single line, black 

" " " 
" " " " 
" " " " 
" " " 

.. , 

Circle, elate in reel 
rnanu sc ,·ipt 

" " reel 

" " black 

" " black 

" " red 

Circle, movabl e elat e, !'eel 

" reel 

" " " black 

City 
Warszawa 
Raclzyn 
Rawa 
Rawa 
Czerniewice 
Wloelawa 
40x~0 mm. 
Kalisz 

Kali sz 
50x10 mm. 
Rawa 
Wloclawek 
Konin. 
48xl2 mm. 
vVarszawa 
Kielce 
Szaclek 
26xl0 mm. 

Date 

5 Febr II 
31.5.1837 

20. 9 
19.5.1826 

18. 3. 

23. 10. 

6.11.1848 
31. :l. 

JO. 4. 

To 
Kielce 
Lukow 
Stryk6w 
v\'arszawa 
Rawa 
Raclzymin 

Saclki 

SzTem 

Lodz 
Poznan 
Warszawrt 

Krnk6w 
Radom 
Krotoszyn 

Addressed to 

Urz!J,d Municipalny 
Proboszcza Parafii 
Urz. Gub. Mazowieck. 

Stacj i 'l'ransportowej 

Proboszcza Parafii 

S!),clu Powiatowego 

Si1du SlrnTbowego 
A Tcy biskupa Poznan. 

Konsistorfa Iglgo 
Rt!),du Gubemialnego 
Stacji 'l'ransportowej 

The following 

in L atin, red 

I:1:!.rks a.re irregul:1r b shape and . also use script letters: 

Month 
Mon th 
boxed, 

" 

in Latin, reel 
single line, black 

" " black 
Circle with date 

in manu script black 

" " 

Kalisz 21 Nov. Piotrk6w Komisarza Obwodu 
Siecllce 20 Maii P oznan Arcybiskupa Poznan. 
Wilkowiszk i 5. 9. 1833 Wladyslaw6w Stacji 'l'ransportowej 
Czelaclz 30. 6. 182!1 Kielce Wojew6dztwa Krnk6w 

Konin 

Piotrk6w 

Wrzesni 

Radom 

Korn. Ur egul6w Linji 
Granicz nej 

Magis tratu Miasta 

Cover sent from Wtodo wo to '' Stocji Tro nsportowej' ' ct Radz y min . 

17/i-± Polonus Bulletin , November Hl59 



'! 

The second type using Roman block letters is al so boxed is not as num erous 

as t he previous one and can also be divided into two groups: 

Group I. Only block letters Group II. Capitals in each first letter 

[1NTERESRZ4J)OWY] 

Gr0U!) I 

Belchatow (48 x 5 mm. ) 

Prasnysz (42 x 7 mm.) 

Ll)czyca (52 x 5 mm.) 

Group II 

Siedlce (40 x 10 mm.) 

Zalesin ( 40 x 12 mm.) 

5. 8. --

14. 3. 1836 

26. 8. --

17 Martii 1840 

9. 3. 1843 

Piotrk ow 
Pultusk 

Lodz 

Radzymin 

Siedlce 

Kommisa1·za Obwadu 

Pastora Parafii 
Ewangelickig 

Stacji Transportowej 

" " 
In t his group a curious mistake is found on fou r covers with a double " s" in "IN'r ERES". 
'l'hree are boxed, one without. 

Wejwery 4 Junii 1842 Szaki Stacji 'l'ranspoTtowej 

Szaki Wladyslawow 
" 

Wladyslawow Nov. 1843 MaTjampol 
" 

Szczuczyn . 29. 8. 1837 Augustow 
" " 

This· type of Roman block letters was also used on covers using the "official and c5.vilian 

business" mark. It comes in both settings "SLUZBA RZ.}DOW A CYWILNA" or "SLUZBA 

CY-WILNA RZ~DOWA", boxed and in two Jines. 

[ SLUZBA CYWILNA] 
RZADOWA ... 

Rawa (46 X 12 mm. ) ,~' arszawa Rz~du Gu bernialnego 

Suwalki (46 X 10 mm.) 4. 7. --

R udaguzow.ska (40 x 10 mm. ) 24. 5. 1865 Lodz Prezydenta Miasta. 

Zelechow (32 X 14 mm. ) 13. 4. 1844 L ukow Stacji Transportowej 

It is quite pl'Obable that a new regulation must ha ve been issued al'Ound 
1840 indicating the t ype of marks to_ be used and the fo llowing marks tend 
to confirm this view. Some of these have been described many times and 
third one comes from Warsaw and addressed to Lodz. Unfo1-tunately not one 
of these covers shows t he year of dispatch . 

INTERES R~OWY 
0DRZADU GUB'.h: WARS-Z: 
OT'.h BAPIII :rYJi :III'AB: 

Ji.!;l{b~ 

INTERES BZADOWY .., 
OD 

RZADU:GUBER:BAD0MSKIEGO 

Officia l bu si ness mark a t left ha s the signa tu re of the cle rk send ing the letter. 
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'.rh e desc1·iption of the marks may assist furt her rnsearch a nd probably many 
more variations will be found which will help us to understand better the 
period under review. 

What has only been mentioned in passing but not fully described was t he 
mo re commonly used manuscript type of ma1·king. 

Obviously it would serve no pu rpose to describe the individual style 
of handwriting but it is possible to group t hese marks according to . the way . 
these were used on the envelopes. 

Generally speaking the two basic types used on the metal ' marks wern 

also used in manuscript namely "IN'rERES RZ4DOWY" or "SLUZBA R7'.~­

DOWA CYWILNA" ancl again the f irst variant was ,n101·e common. Not all 

clerks hacl t he patience to write t he mark in full and , the majority used ab­

brnviations. The following list seems to complete _off all poss ible variations : 

INTERES RZ4DOWY; IN'l'. RZ4DOW'f; INT RDOWY; INT. RZ4D; I. RZ.~; 
I. RWY; I . RZ; I . RZ4D ancl t he most f requent]~, used abbreviat ion - I. R. 

(INTER.ES RZ4DOWY). 

Next come the manuscript of the SLUZBA RZ~DOWA; S.R.; SLUZBA 

RZ~DOWA CYWILNA; SLUZBA CYWILNA RZ4DOWA; S. C. R. and the 

last INTERES POCZTY (Postal business) . 

'l'he earliest cover using manuscript is elated 20. 6. 1819 from Plock, t he 
latest 2. 10. 1859 sent from Koniecpol to P iotrkow. 

Of the covers which I have examinecl almost two-th irds used the manuscript 
way of marking. The fact that most covel'S have no indi cat ion of year of 
dispatch makes it hard to determine the approximate year. Of great help 
in cletermin in g the appl'Oximate yea r also t he type of town ma1·ks used . 

ThereforP. I triPd to indicate this in the article to assist further Tesearch. 

Differe nt Types of Town Marks. 
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T'own Mark 
Mont in Latin 
Single Line, 

boxed 
Circle, date in 

pencil 

Single line 
Circle, date in 

manuscript 
Russian & Poli sh 

Circle, moveable 
date 

S ingl e li ne 

Ci rcle 

" 

Single lin e · 

Ci rcle 

Single line 
Circle 

Single Line 

Single Line 

" 
" 
" 
" 
'' 
" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

LIST OF COVERS WITH MANUSCRIPT MARKS 
INTERES RZ4DOWY 

Town Date To Addressed to: 
,Varszawa 
Zawicho st 

Raclomsk 

Szrey 
Piotrkow 

Lask 

Opoczno 

Szczu,czyn 

Pab ianice 
Ruda 

Guzowska 

Kozieglowy 

Zloczew 

Vvierzbolow 
Pili ca 

,Yarszawa 

Wielun 

Suwalki 
Twano"rjcc 
Zwi erzyni ec 
'r ·urk. 
Po dza mcz 
Raygrod 
Szypliszky 
Ryki 
Proszowice 
Szaclek 
-Sochaczew 

Tykocih 

Kozepice 
Stopnica 
Szczuczyn 
Wiclawa 

11 Maii 
15- 8. 

13. 7. 

Kielce 
vVarszawa 

, Varszawa 

INT. RZ4DOWY 
2.10.1847 Suwalki 

vVarszawa 

.. Warszawa 
INT. RDOWY 

6. 6. - ,Varszawa 

INT. RZ4D. 
11. 7. 1843 Suwalki 

I. RZ4, 
7. 8. - Orpelowo 

20. 10. -

I. RZ4DU 
3. 3. 1830 Kielce 

I. RWY. 
29 . 6.-

I. RZ. 
22 . 7. 1836 
10. 8.-

I. RZ4D. 
6 Janii 

I. R. 
1821 

15 Novemb. 
11 N ovemb. 
12. 6. 1834 
20. 7. 1833 

1841 
17. 9. 1842 
22 . 11.1843 
20 . 4. 1844 

9. 3. 1841 
23. 1. 1851 
]8. 7. -

4. 2.-
13. 6.-

27. 2. -

Lodi\ 

Wladyslaw6w 
L6d" 

B:vclgoszcz 

Kalisz 

Augu st6w 
K ielce 
Janowiec 
Kola 
Poczowice 
Szczuczyn 
Se:vny 
Lukow 
Kielce 
Locti. 
vVarsaw 

Suwalki 

Mielun 
Szvdlowiec. 
vVarszawa 
I~6dz 

Dyrekcji 
Ubiezpieczen 
Urzedii 
Subemialnego 

Stacji 'l''ranspo1towej 
Rzadu Subemialnego 

Rzadu Subemialnego 

Prezyd. Miasta 
Gabemialnego 

Wojta Gminy 
DobTOn 

Korn. Wojewodztwa 
Mazowieckiego. 

Magistratu Miasta 

Burmi,,tr za Miasta. 
Magistratu Miasta. 

Krclewskiego 
Pruskiego S[!du 

Komm. Demarkoc. 
Granic Po Strone 
Prus. 
Stacji 'J''ransportowej 
Obliterated. 
Stacji T'ransportowej 

" " " ,, 
" " 
" " Naczelnik Powiatu 

Rz[!clu Gubernalnego 
MagistTal Miasta 
Komm . Rzod. Spraw 
1Vewnetrznych 
Prefydente 
Gubemal 
Naczelnik Powiatn. 
Stacja Transportowa 
Policmaj ster Miasta 
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T'own Mark 
Circle with date in 

Manuscript 
Circle with date iu 

Manuscript 
C'ircle with date in 

Manuscript 
Circle with date in 

Manuscript 
Circl e with date in 

Manuscript 

Month in Latin 
Circle 

Si ngle Line 

" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 

Month in .Latin 

Month in Latin 

Town Date To 
Radomsk 7. 5.- Lodz 
Turek 2. 8.- Lodz 
Zgierz 27. 7.- Lodz 
Pilica 16. 9.- Lodz 
Zarki 12. 2:- Olkusz 
Szrensk 4. 5. - Mlawy 
Sieradz vVarsaw 
Kielce 7. 8. - Radom 
Sier adz 3. 1.- vVarsaw 
Piotrkow -.Warsaw 

SLUZBA RZ4DOWA 
Plock 7 Septmb 1829 Pultusk 
Radomsk Piotrkow 
Radomsk Kal isz 

Proszowice 

Koniecpol 
D'zialoszyri • 
Sochaczew 

' Ll)czyca 

S. R. 
9. 3. 1841 

2.10.1859 

11. 9.-

Kielce 

Piotrkow 
vVarszawa 
Lodz 
1Varszawa 

SLUZBA RZ4,DOWA CYWILNA 
Piotrkow 8. Novemb. Kalisz 

SLUZBA CYWILNA RZ4J)OWA 
Rawa 10. Martu vV:;nszawa 

!~ ,f j' /It;;!_ 
---·--- ---

Addressed to: 
Policmajster Miasta 

" Magistratu Miasta. 
Magistratu Miasta. 
N aczelnik Powiatu 
N aczelnik Powiatu. 
Rzodu Gubernalnego. 

" " 
" " 

" 

Burmistrz Miasta. 
N aczelnik Powiatu 
Rzodu Gubernalnego 

R>1[!du Gubern. 
Krakowskiego 
N aczelnika Powiatu 
Rz[!du Gubemialnego 
Urz[!d Skarbowy 
Korn. Wojewodztwa 
Mazowieckiego 

Korn. Wojewodztwa 
Kaliskiego 

Prez. Wojewodztwa 
Mazowieckiego 

Officia l business mark on a letter from Piotrk6w to the "Magistratu Miasta " {City Magistrate) of Radom. 
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s. c. R. 
Month in Latin Plock 20. 6.1819 vVarszawa Pan F lanke, Sekr. 

Korn. Demarkacyjny 
Month in Latin Rawa 28Junii vVarszawa Korn. W ojew6dztwa 

Mazowieckiego 
Single Line Wolb6rz Watermarked R:n.vn. Korn. Obwodu 

paper of 
1822 

INTERES POCZTY .. 
Month in Latin Hrubieszo,"I 20.10. - Hrnbiesz6w 

Konin 6 Febr. vVars zawa Dyr. Gen. Poczt 
K 1·6lestwa Pol skiego 

I. P . (INTERES POCZTY) 
Single Line Siewierz 27. 4. - Kielce Woj ew6clztwa Krakow 

O ff icio / business mark on cover from Koni n to "Ko misa rza do uregul 6w Linii Gronicznej (Comm iss ioner of 
Bo rder Reg ulations) in Wrzefoi. 

NEW MEMBER 
Z. Wlodarski 

274 Willesden Lane 
London N .W. 2, England 

A PPLICANT PENDING 
Joseph J. Hutnik 

19956 Hickory Ave. 
Detroit 5, Mich. 

CHANGE OF A DDRESS 
Daniel H . Palkowski 593 

108 W . Lincoln Rel . 
Oak Ridge, 'l'enn . 

Victor H ermanowski 479 
1125 N . Richmond St. 

Chicago 22, Ill . 
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DR. UZNANSKI ON TELEVISIQN 
On Nov. 30th, on WGN-'rV, Dr. M.E . 

Uznanski showed viewers his Interna­
tionally famous Collection of Christmas 
Seals and spoke on t hem . This was part 
of the good Doctor's w ork in connec­
tion with the Annual Anti-Tub erculosis 
Seal Drive. 

Dr. Uznanski was invited to put his 
collection up for public viewing during 
the Christmas Season. 'l'h ey will be on 
exhibit in the lobby of th e downtown 
Inland Steel Building, Monroe at DeaT­
born Streets, Chicago, from Nov. 18 
thru Jan. 5, 1960. 

Here's a treat that our Chicagolancl 
members can't afford to miss ! 
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POLPEX 1960 TO BE HELD MARCH 4, 5 & 6 
AT THE P.R. C. U. MUSEUM, CHICAGO, ILL. 

The yea1· 1960 will see some signi­
ficant anniversaries in the historical 
and cultural fields. For philatelists 
over the world who collect Poland, t his 
year will give us the opportunity to 
display our ingenuity ancl i cl e as in 
combining these events with stamps, 
which should be shown at every pos­
sible stamp show, locally, nationally or 
internation,illy. 

Although there are several anni­
versaries or events whi ch tie in with 
philately, th e Polpex Committee, after 
careful consideration, has chosen · to 
honor two of them with our show. 
The first event taken from the past 
is the Centennial of Poland's lone 
adhesive, Poland No. 1 of 1860. Here 
alone is the opportunity to ·show the 
p hilatelic w or 1 cl what has been a­
chievecl in t he past 100 yeaTS, what 
progress has been macle. 

The second' event that we· will tie in 
with O!Jf show is the 100th Anniversary 
of the ,birth of Ignacy Jan Paderew,ki, 
the great Polish statesman ancl worlcl­
kriown pianist. H ere ·we intend to pub­
licize t he memory of this great man 
and champion of liberty. 

Several months ago we started a 
campaign on a national scal e to pe1·­
petuate th e memories of Ignace .Jan 
Paclerewski in the fo rm of having a 
U nitecl States postage stamp issued in 
t he Champion of Libe,-ty series . vVe 
wonlcl like to see eve1·y member partici­
pate in this drive for such a stamp . 
You can help by writing ancl encourag­
ing oth e rs to w ri te to ou r Postma~ter 
Ge neral Artlnn Summerfield, ·washing­
ton 2, D.C., ancl askin g him for such _ 
stamps to be issued. 

Our 1960 Polpex will also be a kick­
off for "Polska 60" at vVarsaw. vVe 
have already been promised an out­
standing collection of P oland No. 1 fo r 
our Co1nt of Honor. Many awards -
trophies and medal s - will be given 
in practically every phase of Poland's 
P hilately . Also, foreign collections w ill 
be eligible fo r major awards. Com­
petition is open for the majestic t h me 
foot high Polonus Grand Award and 
t he Dr. Kozakiewi cz Research Awa,·d. 
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This year our exhibition will be helcl 
on March 4, 5 ancl 6, at the Polish 
Roman Catholic Union Museum, ()84 
N. Milwaukee Ave., corner of Augusta 
Blvd., in Chicago. By having our show 
in t he museum, viewers will not only 
see Poland's P hilately but also me­
mentoes of Poland's history ancl cul­
ture. Here visitors can see the famous 
Paderewski Room that contains the 
actual belongings of t his champion of 
liberty. You can make this a family 
affair and bring the wife ancl young­
sters. If they're not interested in stamp 
collecting t hey can enjoy the museum 
exhibits, t he traditional costumes, 
paintings, Polish coins, etc. A bourse 
is being planned with plenty of room 
for stamp dealers. 

The exhibition will be highlighted 
wit h the Beeba Party to be helcl on 
Saturday March 4th. At this time ibe 
awards . will be presented, there will be 
some surprises, ancl of course plenty 
of Poli sh style foocl. We are already 
planning the customary souvenir sheet s, 
first clay covers and t he exhibition 
catalogue. Any advertisements will be 
gladly placed in t his catalogue. I ap­
peal to you to be sure and have yom· 
name in the Patron list. Th e dollai· 
donations from th e Patrons will help 
us make a bigger and more successful 
show. Good olcl Chester Mikucki, 1844 
N~ Win chester, Chicago 22, is alread~r 
eagerly awaiting your doll ar for the 
Patron listing. 

I appeal to all memb ers to assist 
in making this exhibition a memorable 
one. Although the show is being held 
in Chicago, any member, regardless of 
where he lives, can participate. Th e 
~uccess of the show depends on you! 
Plan your exhibits now! Bring in ads 
for the catalogue, se nd in for Patron 
listing. Wouldn't it be a sight to he­
hold if all of onr mern bers were on 
the Patron lisH 

And if you possibly can, visit our 
show. Out-of-towners will be very wel­
come and the many attractions will in­
rleed be worth your coming. 

-Roman H. Strzelecki, 
Polpex Chairman 
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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS 
By ROMAN H . STRZELECKI, Secret ary 

MEETING OF OCTOBER 23, 1959 
The attendance of the meeting was 

surprisingly large as there were thirty­
four members and three visitors pre­
se nt. As this was the scheduled and 
long advertised Progrnm Night, all 
members present in all probability ex­
pected something quite um1 s,ual , rather 
than our regular and dull business 
meeting. I doubt that anyone present 
at this meeting was disappointed. 

The President called the meeting to 
order at 8:20 o'clock P.M. and since . 
no urgent business was on hand, with ­
in ten minutes th e meeting was ad­
journ ed and we proceeded with our 
program. 

Th e speaker for the night .was one 
or our old timers, who not long ago 
made a tremendpus hit by prese nting 
to. 'Polonns hi s elaborated History Col­
lection. Bert Powell's intention was to 
talk on- "'Waste Ba s ket Collecting" 
which · he did, but, first of all, he 
thanked us for the in vitation and told 
of the many requests of Polonus mem­
bers for him to come back to a more 

. active . life at Pol onu s. As any t alk 
or rliscussion, regardless of the theme, 
can be dull and tiresome, old Bert fore­
saw and divided his talk into a small 
"three-1·ing-circus". First, a talk on the 
Polonus Library ; Secondly, revival of 
Polonu s old time histo ry and third , 
his actual talk. 

Th e • scheduled entertainm ent . was 
something of unusual nature and I'm 
most certain t hat all the m e rn be r s 
really enjoye d the evening. He empha­
sized in the beginning the fact that ­
al'I there were so man y new f aces in 
the Polonus Society today he wouli\ 
make a personal donation of some of 
his books and documents to the Po­
lonus Library. This was mainly meant 
to enabl e all the new faces to ge t 
ac qu a int ed not only with the old 
Philatelic material ; not onl y with P o­
lonu s hi story, but also with the id eRs 
a nrl in sp iration s the old tim ers. used 
to have. He donated eight books-all 
nicely bound-and as the~• were co n­
necterl with Poland and stamp coll ect­
ing, they would certainlv be ,,s .,fnl h 
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the members. 

He also donated a cer tain amount of 
material which was his private pro­
perty but was connected with Polonus. 
All t hese documents, as I may call 
them, might be worthl ess pieces of 
paper, but wh en they will be included 
in Polonus history books they will t ell 
of the Society's past glory. 

His on ly wish, which he emphasized, 
was that all these books and documents 
be properly record ed in the minu tes, 
and his wish was fulfilled. A separate 
list of all the donated items was placed 
in the Minute Book un de r the Meeting 
No. 487, dated October 23, 1959. 

Next he prepared a very at tractive 
idea .wh ich was a door prize drawing 
for all the mernbe 1·s present. For this 
purpose he al so do nate d five books 
of Philatelic value and co nn ected wit h 
Polish stamp- coll ectin g, and so • th6 
lueky winners were: Mr. Hermanow,ki, 
Mr. J6zkowicz, Mr. Czarni cki, Mr. John 
Bor and Mr. Chest er • Mikucki. 

This little venture livened up t he 
entire meeting and by the smiling faces 
you could see. that e very one was 
pleased. 

Most of the old tim e members know 
about Bert Powel I' s activities but I 
might mention that he was working as 
publicity officer not only for Polonus 
but for Poland during her sad war 
years. He al so was wo1·king with t he 
Polish Information Center in New York 
where he was able to acquire some of 
the Poster Stamps which were issued 
by the above Center durin g the Second 
World War. 

In order to make the meeting still 
more attractive and give a "kick" to 
t he life of Polonus, he prepared an 
envelope for each member co ntaining 
a set of these Poste r Stamps. This 
again he aimerl at the new members 
t o get th em bette r acquainted with 
Polish publicity thru Philately. Right 
at this time hi s ingenui ty turn ed in 
a little different direction. and he used 
the opportunity of relatin g to all mem­
bers present, the spiri t anrl glor~, of 
old Polonus. 

H e mentioned seve rnl outstanding 
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and important facts which were writ­
ten in Polonus histoTy with big gold 
letters. He also made an appeal to 
the youngeT members fo1· moTe con­
structive and more effective work in 
P hilatelic publicity. He emphasi zed 
very strongly the importance of pub­
licity among our American friends. 

In the last episode of his talk he 
finally came to ""Waste Basket Col­
lecting". He exhibited three nicely and 
attractively made up collections. 'rhe 
fiTst two, although inexpensive, wei·e 
made up in an appealing manner. The 
6c U.S. Air Mail Stamp made up one 
col lection; t he P residential set made 
up another, ancl both mounted on black 
album pages with fu ll description of 
all different types and forms of canr;el­
lations. Each item · was shortly de­
scribed so t hat when exhibited mflcle 
a very interesting item to b;th a col­
lector as well as a causual visitor. 'rhe 

P-O LAND 
Mushrooms on First Day Cover$ .70 
F amous Paintings First Day 

Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40 
Pola.nd China First Day Cover .20 
Red Cross First Day Cover . . . .20 
400 Year Silk Sheet First Day 

Cover ....... ....... . .... .. 2.50 
MINT 

new issues always at lowest prices 
1956, 1957, 1958 bound Fila­

telista each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50 
400 Year Anniversary book 

with proofs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 
Scott catalogs, 

a,lbums, supplies, any brand. 

VARIETIES 
No. 34 Inverted. overprint 

mint block .. . ..... . ...... $15.00 
No. 73 D o u b 1 e overprint 

mint single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50:00 
No. 104 Grey Lilac mint 

block . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 
No. 215/25 proof imperf 

singles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.00 
No. 243 Chopin imperf single 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00 
- WANT LISTS WELCOME -

Twin Eagle Stamp Co. 
2140 IOWA 

GRANITE CITY, ILL. 
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~ ................................. . 
third collection was entitled "Poles fl.II 
over the World". This collection con­
tained besides stamps showing Poles, 
articles from newspapers, photographs, 
autographed covers, etc. 

Around J.l o'clock P.M. with smiling 
faces and a lot of commotion, we 
thanked Mr. Bert Powell for his sur­
prising and nicely ananged talk and 
proceeded with om· customary Beeba. 

VARIETY 
Member Joseph M. Jakubecki of De-· 

troit, Mich. subm itted thi . variety .for 
our inform ation . It's Scott's 507, issued 
April J, 1951. The difference is in the 
,·ertical stroke of the "4" of 45. In 
Type I the right hand of the low er 
portion of the ve rtical stroke goes thrn 
the hori zontal stroke slightly. In Type 
IT it does not, as the stroke indicates. 

TYPE 1. TYPE}( 

'l'he two types can be found on the 
same sheet as Mr. Jakubecki submitted 
an unseyered pair. 

- J.J.D. 
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