BULLETIN OF THE .

Meets Every Second and Fourth Friday of the Month at Falcons Hall, 1062 N. Ashland Ave., Chicago, Ill.

Issue No. 178

February, 1960

POLPEX 1960 — MARCH 4, 5 & 6

With our Polpex 1960 just around
the corner, the work of the many Com-
mittees progresses rapidly. A lot of
work has already been dome* but the
biggest job remains to be done — that
ot the exhibition itself.

On Thursday evening, March 3rd, our
traditional “Mounting Party” will be
held at the P.R. C.U. Musum, 984 Mil-
waukee Ave., starting at 6:30 p.m. All
Chicagoland members are urgently re-
quested to attend. Dress informally,
bring a serew driver. Pliers and a clean
cloth for wiping glass would also come
in handy. Master of Ceremonies John
Skotnieki will direct the putting up of
frames and easels.

As the amount of frames is limited
to six per exhibit a large variety of
material will be shown. Selected pages
from the two most outstanding ecol-
lections of Poland No. 1, those of Mr.
V. Rachmanoff of New York and Dr.
L. P. Kozakiewiez of Chicago, will be
featured. In addition, many other exhi-
bits equally interesting will show the
visitors to Polpex the many periods of
history Poland went through since the
issnance of the first postage stamp one
hundred years ago.

Art Director Myron Steczynski out-
did himself and produced a beautiful
four-color souvenir sheet with Poland
No. 1 reproduced in all its glory. Sur-
rounding the stamp are some typical
cancellations used in Warsaw. during
the hundred years since the stamp was
issued. The bar of music at the top.is
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100 YEARS
OF POLISH STAMPS

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
POLPEX 1960

MARCH 4, 5, 6 CHICAGO, U.S.A.

from the popular tune “Sto Lat Niech
Zyje Nam”. The souvenir sheets are
issued in sets of two. in English and
in Polish with changes of colors. An
accompanying folder gives a full expla-
nation of the stamp and the souvenir
sheets. A complete set of three pieces
is priced at 25c¢ plus postage and may
be obtained from Adam Kloskowski,
2528 N. Drake Ave., Chicago 47, IIl.
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ple piece of Poland No. 1
is this mint block of six in possession of Dr. L. P.
Kozakiewicz.

We particularly wish to invite out-
of-town members to attend our Polpex
1960. Here you can see the greatest
showing of Poland stamps in the Uni-
ted States, besides U.S. and Foreign
exhibits. A fine bourse, consisting of
all the leading stamp dealers in the
Midwest, will be available to you. A
must on your visit here would be the
Beeba Party. And this year, in addition
to all this, the museum exhibits will be
open to all visitors of Polpex 1960.
See the famous ‘“Paderewski Room”,
a replica of Paderewski’s original room,
with actual furnishings, piano and other
mementos. See the original proofs of
Poland pre-World War II stamps dis-
played by the Polish Government at the
New York World’s Fair and now housed
at the P.R.C.U. museum. See many other
historical and colorful museum exhibits
among the finest outside of Poland.

Plans for the Beeba Party are shap-
ing up. The food — steaming “kapusta’”
and “kietbasa” plus many more Polish
delicacies will highlight the feast. Our
member No. 1, L. Jankowski, will con-
duct the Presentation of Awards. Some
attractive door prizes will be given
away. Because this year our Beeba will
be held in the museum building cafete-
ria, and the hall iy much larger than
the one we have used in the past, we
can accomodate a larger crowd. So —
let’s make a date. Bring your ladies.
Let’s all meet on Saturday, March 5th
at 10:00 p.m. for the Beeba!

—R. H. Strzelecki
APPLICATION PENDING
Viecki Hale (Mrs. Paul)
Box 206
Brighton, TII.

NEW MEMBERS
Roman- Winiarski
17 St. Hubert’s Road
Carnegie, Melbourne
Victoria, Australia

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Thomag M. Tenczar
Box 164
Scottsdale, Ariz.
G. Bobinski
1435 University Terrace, No. 723
Ann Arbor, Mich.

e NOTES FROM LONDON e

No. 19 Dec. 1959-Jan. 1960

The Christmas meeting was a light-
hearted affair with a “philatelic quiz”
organized by the Packet Secretary—
Mr. G. E. Mason and an auction at
the conclusion of the meeting. The
“quiz” was won by Mr. R. Wagner
who immediately passed his prize to
the runner up—Mr. Z. Bokiewicz. (One
wonders what use he can possibly have
for it)!! We had a similar action by
Mrs. K. Horowicz who won last year’s
“quiz and it might be considered. if
this sort of thing goes on, that we
should award the prize to the runner-
up. One thing it does show is the good
will and friendly feeling among the
members.

All members are looking forward to
the chance of meeting some of our
American friends who may be coming
over for the London Exhibition this
year. Arrangements are already in hand
for smoothing the path as far as possi-
ble and it is to be hoped that there
will be an opportunity for as many
visitors as possible to attend at least
one of our meetings which are held
at the Polish Air Force Club, Colling-
ham Gardens, Earts Court.

May we in London extend our good
wishes for the New Year and hope
that you can find the necessary dol-
lars to cross the ‘“herring pond.”

—S. J. Capes

Did You Send In Your Dues For 19607
They Were Payable In January. Send
$2.50 Immediately to the Treasurer:
J. P. Rux, 6136 W. Addison St., Chica-
go 34, IIl.

178-2

Polonus Bulletin, February 1960



The Polisk Post Duning the Wansaw Upnising

By Thaddeus Gryzewski

(Continued from previous month)

“Information in the Matter

of Organizing a Postal Service.
“The Grey Ranks (Scouts) were autho-
rized to organize and establish a Postal
service for the civilian people after the
example of the Field Post, served by
Scouts in accordance with an Order of
the Command of A.K. dated August
11, 1944.

“Because of this volunteer work of
the Scouts, making such Postal Service
possible, appreciation and striet adhe-
rence to the rules should be shown by
the people who take advantage of this
service.

“Regional Delegate of the Govern-
ment (—) Ing. Stanistaw Kulesza, —
Warsaw, August 20, 1944”,

These official notices appeared at a
time when the Boy Scout Postal Service
was already functioning at full-steam;
however these documents santioned and
legalized the Scout Post as an institu-
tion of Public Service, officially estab-
lished, with all due rights.

The Main Boy Scout Post Office was
loeated at Ul Swietojafiska No. 28 and
functioned jointly with the Postal Sta-
tion at “SrédmieScie Péinocne” (North)
under administration of I.t. Gorecki.
Scoutmaster Kazimierz Grenda was in
charge of “Srédmieicie Poludnie
(South) located at Ul. Wileza No. 44;
Scoutmaster Zbigniew Brydak was in
charge of “Powisla” located in the Con-
servatory Building at Ul. Okolnik; Ci-
pula (?) was in charge of the “Powisle-
Czerniakowska” located in the Mutual
Insurance Building on Ul. Czerniakow-
ska.

The entire Postal personnel, without
inclusion of censors, consisted of from
1 to 3 people. The number of personnel
was flexible, depending on the amount
of incoming mail. and help was mobil-
ized as needed to expedite the sorting
and delivery of correspondence.

The first collection pick-up boxes

were of wood or ordinary cardboard,
and placed in the busiest parts of the

&

e

Former mail box of the Polish government with the scout symbol painted on the

breast of the Polish eagle. Located on Gorski street (Center-North).

(Photo: Eug. Haneman)
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city, usually near headquarters of Mili-
tary Command Posts. Later use was
made of the existing collection boxes,
left by the Germans, but the wording
“Deutsche Post Osten” was smeared
and the hated Swastika blotted out.
The Poles called the Swastika, “The
Goose” because of resemblance to a
goose in flight, in design.

As to collection pick-up mail boxes,
the Boy Scout publication,  Service
Forces of AK “BADZ GOTOW” (Be
Prepared) in No. 6 says as follows:
“At the gate stand a group of people.
They surround the mail box, an old
honest red colored collection mail box
for letters with the Polish Eagle, with-
out any ‘“Deutsches,” “Posts,” or “Os-

tens.” There is however, a difference
betwen an old-time ‘collection® box, that
to September 1939 and the

is - prior

present collection box. The present one

. has a Polish Eagle but on hig. breast

there appears the Boy Scout Emblem,
a green Fleur-de-lis, and at the side
appears special instructions — instrue-
tions for users of this Postal Service.”

The above mentioned instruections
were typewritten and pasted or nailed
to the collection mail boxes. These in-
structions arranged in paragraphs gave
detailed conditions for sending corres-
pondence. Letters had to be legibly writ-
ten and limited to 25 words. They were
to be deposited unsealed. The sender
must give his address. The Military
must designate their unit formation.
The Postal service was free of any mo-
netary charge. However, the Postal Ad-
ministration appealed to the public in
these instructions for a voluntary con-
tribution of perlodlcals, magazines and
books to be deposited
alongside the collection
mail boxes, intended
for those wounded ly-
ing in hospitals.

The collections of the
mail was entrusted to

the Boy Secouts who
also served ag letter
carriers, Mail taken

from collection bhoxes
as well as that handed
them by civilians or
the Military, from the
farthest points of the
battle line, was deli-
vered to the Postal
Units, where the mail
was given receiving
marks.

In accordance with
instructions for volun-
tary payment of this
postal service in the
form of books and pe-
riodicals, some units
stamped the mail with
“Prepaid.”

Among the difficul-
ties under which the
Scout Postal Service
was operating, was the
important question of

Mail box set up by the Scouts on Tamka street (Powigle). censorship. Detailed re-

(Photo: Tad. Bukowski) gulations were worked
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out by the Postal Authorities, as a re-
sult of Communique No.129 by the Ge-
neral Commander of the Home Army
AK, appointing the Head Scoutmaster
as Commander of Army Service Forces
for the duration of open hostilities.
The duty of the censors was to read
each incoming letter, and to black out
all military information, suspicious
marks and abbreviations. Questionable
correspondence was to be destroyed or
turned over to Military Security Divi-
sion. Responsible censorship demanded
responsible personnel, experienced per-
sons in this work. The choice fell on
the parents of the Boy Scouts. The
first eensor of the newly organized
Postal service was Mrs. Aniela Urba-
nowicz, mother of Scoutmaster Jan
“Rudy,” head of troop unit “Sztur-

Sorting mail at the Swigtokrzyskiej street postoffice.

(Photo: Tad. Bukowski)

mowe,” next Mrs. Bytner, Mr. Witold
Broniewski the father of the head of
the “Grey Ranks,” Zofia Marciniak,
sister of the head of “Grey Ranks” also
the father and mother of Scoutmaster
Przemistaw Gorecki.

The censors were located in quarters
in Postal Units at Swigtokrzyska and
also at Ul. Wilezka. The Czerniakowska
Postal Unit functioned within its own
confines. Letters from PowiSle were
censored at Srédmie$cie Péinocne. Cen-
sorship marks were shown by special
markers and the signature of the censor.

After censorship, letters were sorted
according to districts and then accord-
ing to the streets. Letters addressed to
the Military or other districts were sent
to the Main Field Post, which then
sent them on by special courriers to the
Military Units or other
distriets. Letters ad-
dressed to the same
distriect were distribu-
ted for delivery by
carriers, who in the
main had their own
picked streets for de-
livery of correspond-
ence.

Reports on the acti-
vity ~of each Postal
Unit were made to the
Main Field Post.

In addition to the
Boy Scouts assigned to
each Postal Unit, there
were about ten boys
used as carriers or run-
ners, in age from 10 to
15 yrs. On these never-
shaven youths (“szkra-
by”) lay the weight
of the highest moral
responsibility and the
hardest work. Day af-
ter day, not caring of
the dangers lurking at
every step, they would
sneak among the ruins
and barricades, often
under the eye of the

enemy. Obstacles and
danger hounded them

at every step but nei-
ther wounds nor death
prevented them from
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their memiorable work.
Conscious of their mis-
sion, they knew they :
carried important re- |
ports. They knew each
mother, wife or sister
was awaiting word of
their loved ones. Havi-
ing in their mail pouch
good or bad mews —
each of these young
Seouts knew that he
had a Scout’s duty to
perform, which was to
deliver the entrusted §
correspondence to its §
destination as soon as
possible. Thanks to the
generosity of this vo- ‘
lunteer work of these
youngsters—Iletter car-
riers, mailmen—munder
such difficult circum-
stances — the Postal
Service funetioned, and
well.

Boys with the red-
white brassard on their
arms and the letters
“S.P.” (Stuzba pomoe-
nicza—Auxiliary Serv-
ices) and the Scout
Emblem were seen
sneaking thru ruined
homes, bent over while
running, along the bar-
ricades, or dirty and
smudged after coming out of the sani-
tary sewers, which were sometimes the
only meang of travel. These Boy Scout
letter carriers performed miracles in
the first phase of the Uprising. One
of the hardest points to cross was the
vieinity dividing Srédmie$cie Poludnio-
wa from Srédmie$ecie Pélnocna, which
was separated by the wide street known
as “Aleje Jerozolimskie” (Jerusalem
Street) which was under enemy control
from East to West. Up to the time of
the construction of a safe tunnel under
this street — it was necessary to crawl
across this unprotected street. Even the
dark of night was not always a safe-
guard.

As for the heroism and bravery of
these young Scout letter carriers some-
timeg carrying mail, sometimes renorts.

Scout-mail carrier delivering mail at a building

i

on Moniuszko street.
(Photo: Tad. Bukowski)

let me tell of one instance related to
me by an eyewitness, Dr. Swiderski,
who had an office at the corner of
Aleje Jerozolimskie, tell the story. He
was called to administer to a seriously
wounded young Scout runner, who was
shot while “jumping across” the Aleje.
The dying boy seeing the doctor ready
to give him first aid looked up and
in a hardly audible voice said, “In
my pocket is an important report,
please take it out and send it on to
its destination,” and with these words
the boy died. Before the tunnel was
constructed by the Army Engineers,
these clever Boy Scouts installed a
pulley and rope and sent pouches of
mail from one side to the other across
the Aleje. The courage, initiative and

cleverness of these boys was endless.
(Continued next month)
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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS . ..
By Roman H. Strzelecki

MEETING OF JANUARY 22, 1960
This meeting was mainly devoted to
our annual Election of Officers for the
year 1960. The attendance was 26 mem-
bers and 3 visitors. Several items of
correspondence were dealt with as well
as the announcement of new issues.

Right after our regular business an
Election Committee was chosen in or-
der to conduct the election. J. P. Rux,
Dr. Kozy and A. Kloskowski were
chosen for the difficult job at- this
time. Without the aid of voting ma-
chines we proceeded with the task of
selecting the officers. The customary
long discussions pro and con followed.
The Constitution had to be consulted.
A few “I decline”’s were made but ad-
ditional nominations took care of that.
All in all it was a good experience to
witness this Election Night.

Final results of this most tempera-
mentfull election were a follows:

President...... Roman H. Strzelecki
Vice President ... .. oo John Bor,
T easuTena. 0 s i s e, Jo P, Rux
Secretary...... Roman J. Burkiewicz
Librarian ....Sebastian Styczynski
Director. o Lester Jonkowski
Direetor .. s« Roman Reinowski

After the election the newly elected
officers threw a beer party for all
members present.

'MEETINC: OF FEBRUARY 12, 1960

The meeting got under way late be-
cause of the bad, icy road conditions.
The rather small attendance of 20 was
attributed to the bad weather. But we
got at our business immediately with
a most important item — Polpex 1960.
The chairman R. Strzelecki reported
progress in the work of all commitees
with the exception of the Entries. But
this happens every year. Polonus mem-
bers, for some reason, must wait till
the last minute with their entry appli-
cations. Not until our attorney Lester
Jankowski made all realize that this
is the time to come forward with the
entries, did hands start raising and
pledging of exhibits take place. Roman
Burkiewicz, the Entry Chairman, was
kept busy marking down the names
and amounts of frames. There were

enough promises from the members
present to just about fill the exhibition
hall. Thank you Mr. Jankowski!

Next the Central Federation Dele-
gate John Bor made his report. He em-
phasized three important items: space
for philatelic literature at the Chicago
Public Library; a home for philatelists;
and the voting power of the delegate.
A motion was made for the delegate
himself to put in writing the voting
power he thinks he should require,
and then present this on the floor of
the next meeting for our approval.

A motion was made and seconded
to exchange a full page ad with Com-
pex to be printed in our Polpex Cata-
logue.

Our Paderewski Stamp Committee
Chairman L. Jankowski made a report
of the activities of his Committee. He
displayed a huge file of duplicate co-
pies of letters sent to many government
officials asking for support of this
stamp. This represented a tremendous
amount oft work As soon as the file
will be properly recorded and included
in the Archives of Polonus it will he
available to members for reference. Our
hearty and sincere thanks to Mr. Jan-
kowski for doing a fine jobl!

Until now we still have no definite
word as to the stamp being issued.
Let’s make every effort to get all pos-
sible signatures to Postmaster General
Summerfield in Washington urging him
to issue this stamp. Also, direect your
letter to your respective Congressman
in support of this stamp. If we fail
to secure the stamp for this Nov. 6th
we can still have one issued the fol-
lowing year as the Champions of Li-
berty series are not necessarily only
issued on anniversaries.

At the end of our regular business
we held the ceremony of Installing
of Officers. In the past our first presi-
dent Lester Jankowski did the swear-
ing in, but since this year he himself
had to be sworn in, our Adam Klos-
kowski took over the honors. Adam
impressed on us the importance of the
various officers’ tasks and he duly and
properly performed his function. The
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new officers accepted their respective
offices and with the new slate installed
and no other
meeting was adjourned.

NEW ISSUES
By J. J. Domar

On Feb. 22nd, to commemorate the
150th Anniversary of the birth of Fre-
derick Chopin, as well as to commemo-
rate the Frederick Chopin Music Com-
petition, which will be held at about
the same time in Warsaw, a set of
three stamps will be issued.

60 gr. value and the 1.50 zloty value
will be printed in two and three colored
offet.

2.50 zloty wil be steel plate engraved.

The design of the 60 groszy value
represents the shape of a piano, with

POLAND

Rockets perf and imperf ¥FDC.. .65
Costumes perf and imperf FDC 2.00

Mushrooms FDC ............. .70
761 /763 U.N. & imperf & S.S.
BID G ylemeie S b b i b admd 6.00

MINT
New Issues always at lowest prices.
Service is slow but prices are low.

VARIETIES

No. 34a inverted overprint
mintablock™ .c o i $15.00
No. 73 double overprint
mint single ............... 50.00

No. 104 grey lilac mint block 2.00
No. 745 Olympic imperf mint 10.00
No. 193 Proof block of four

D131 070 is (Y e R S SRt 6.00
No. 417 imperf pair mint... 18.00
No. 285 mint block blue ovpt. 4.00
No. 287 /89 Cross Gutter blk.

HOUEUIML s e < aperes st 5.00
1956, 1957, 1958, 1959 bound

Filatelista = 2 lon i 3.50
400 Year Anniversary bhook

WAth PToofs - . ..o va 5.00

All new catalogs from Poland
when available
All brands-albums, catalogs
and supplies

— WANT LISTS WELCOME —
Twin Eagle Stamp Co.

2140 IOWA
GRANITE CITY, ILI.

business at hand, the.
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Roman Burkiewicz, Secretary
2008 N. Western Ave.
~~ Chicago 47, Tl
J. P. Rux, Treasurer
6136 W. Addison St.
Chicago 34, Tl

Publications Committee
Chester A. Schafer, Iiditor
864 N. Ashland Ave.
Chicago 22, TIllinois

Walter Szymlelk
2341 W. Moffat St.
Chicago 47, Illinois

Associate Editors this Issue
Thaddeus Gryzewski, Roman Strze-
lecki and J. J. Domar.

Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. The views expressed by
the authors of articles appearing
herein do mnot necessarily express
the views of the Polonus Philatelic
Society.

— Annval Dues are" $2.50 —
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(Cut courtesy Western Stamp Collector)

dates 1810-1960. The 1.50 zI. illustrates
a sheet of music with the dates 1810-
1960. The 2.50 =zt depicts a portrait
of Fr. Chopin and dates 1810-1860.

FEach have in large letters across the
bottom CHOPIN and in small letters
across the top — POLSKA.

Designed by Stefan Malecki and
printed by the P.W.P.W., Warsaw.

This will bs a limited issue: the 60
gr. and 1.50 zl. 1 million each and the
2.50 zt. — 300,000.

—ARS Polona
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