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THE JAGIELLONS ON POSTAGE STAMPS
AND THE GENEALOGY OF ST. CASIMIR

By Dr. Rayal de Ragan

Reading the “Polonus Bulletin” Nos.
177 and 179 1 became interested in the
column “In Our Mail Box” in which
appeared Mr. Stefan, Kochangki’s letter
pertaining to the postagé stamp issued
by Vatican City in honor of St. Casimir.

Since the answers given by the editor
in No. 179 do not wholly exhaust the
subject” -which undoubtedly interests
many readers of this Bulletin in the
U.S. and other Polish centers of the
Anglo-Saxon countries, I would like to
remind the readers, the Poles abroad
and particula:zly the Americans of Po-
lish descent of some of the historical
dates.

This is so much more of timely im-
portance, since the Polish State and
the nation are observing the festivities
of the Millenium.

Information presented here is based
on true historical facts, compiled from
Polish scientific sources as well as Ger-
man. I have been working on the ge-
nealogical charts of the ruling houses
of Europe on postage stamps for seve-
ral years now and have made extensive
research study bearing on this subject.

Regarding the uncertainties of Mr.
Kochanski, I shall begin with Saint
Jasimir.

St. Casimir was the son of the
Polish  king, Casimir IV, popularly
known as Kazimierz Jagiellonezyk, the
son of Wladystaw Jagiello, the victor
of Grunwald, and his wife Sophie, the

Duchess of Kijéw. Casimir the IV
was one of the greatest kings of Po-
land, the builder of Poland as a power
State, flourishing politically and cultu-
rally. He. surrounded himself with
statesmen and scholars, he put Poland
in the ranks of first powers of Europe,
assuring her for two centuries the lead-
ing role in polities and culture. During
his reign began the first era of the
Renaissance in Poland. He had a large
family: six sons and five daughters.
The eldest son Witadystaw later became
the king of Bohemia and Hungary. The
second son in succession was destined
as successor to the throne of Poland.

Casimir was born October 3rd, 1458
in Krakow (not in 1568, as erroneously
stated in the article). Being intended
for the Polish throne, he became the
pupil of Jan Dlugosz, an outstanding
Polish Humanist. In 1471, at his father’s
will, he contended for the throne of
Hungary as heir to his uncle Wilady-
staw III, king of Poland and Hungary,
known as Warnenczyvk, who was killed
in 1444 in the battle at Warna during
the war with the Turks.

After his unsuccessful expedition to
Hungary, he returned to Poland and in
1478 he set off for Lithuania as viceroy
of the king (called the Grand Duke of
Lithuania) where on March 4, 1484 he
died in Grodno.

As to polities, he devoted very little
of his time, absorbing it in religious
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contemplations. In 1527 he was beatified
by Pope Adrian, and canonized by Pope
Clement VIIT on November 7, 1602.

At no time was he regent, as he could
not be one while his father, Casimir
Jagiellonczyk IV ruled until 1492, sur-
viving his son by eight years.

Regarding the Jagiellonian lineage
on postage stamps, a row of personali-
ties from the house of the Jagiellons,
both ancestors and descendants of Wta-
dystaw Jagietlo are featured:

1. Wiadystaw Jagietto and his wife
Jadwiga Andregavenska (d’Anieu), king
of Poland, Lithuania and Ru§. — Cen-
tral Lithuania Scott’s 38 & 48; Poland
322, 368 & on 1960 Grunwald issue.
Born 1354, died 1434. Ruled as Grand
Duke of Lithuania 1381-1386 and as
king of Poland 1386:1434.

2. Wiladystaw IV Warnenczyk, son of
the former, king of Poland, Lithuania
and Ru§, king of Poland and Hungary.
— Bulgaria Scott’s 282 and 284.
Born 1423, dted 1444. King of Hungary
1440-1444,

3. Kazimierz IV Jagiellonezyk, young-
er son of Wiadyslaw Jagiello; king of
Poland, Lithuania and Ru$. — Poland
323 and issue of April, 1961.

4. St. Casimir, Grand Duke of Lithu-
ania, son of the former. Born 1458, died
1483 or 1484. — Vatiean City Scott’s
264 and 265.

5. Olgerd (Algirdas) Grand Duke of
Lithuania, father of W. Jagiello, son
of Gedimin. — Lithuania Semi-postal
Air Mails of 1933.

Born 1296, died 1377. Ruled 1345-1377.

6. Kiejstut (Kestutis) son of Gedi-
min, uncle of Wladystaw Jagietto. Grand

Duke of Lithuania. — Lithuania Scott’s

104, 105, 106 and Semi-postals Air Mails
of 1933. Born 1297. Ruled 1377-1382.

7. Witold the Great (Vitautas Dydis),
Grand Duke of Lithuania, son of Kiej-
stut, eousin of king Wiadystaw Jagielto.
— Lithuania Scott’s 83, 86, 87, 242-260.
Born 1350, died 1430. Ruled 1386-1430.

8. Gedymin, Grand Duke of Lithuania.
Grandfather of Wiadystaw Jagietto. —
Lithuania Scott’s 85, 88 and Semi-postal
Air Mail Tssue of 1932. Born 1257, died
1341. Ruled 1315-1341.

9. Mendog (Mindove), Grand Duke
of Lithuania, grandfather of Gedymin.
— Lithuania Semi-postal Air Mails of
1932.

The first Christian ruler of Lithuania

(1253). Born (probably) 1220, died 1263.
Ruled 1241-1263.

10. Kazimierz Wielki ITI, (Casimir the
Great) King of Poland, son-in-law of
Gedymin. Married to his daughter Al-
dona. — Poland Secott’s 321 and new
issue of April, 1961.

Born 1310, died 1370. Ruled 1333-1370.

11. Jadwiga, Queen of Poland, wife of
Wiadystaw Jagielto, daughter of Louis
the Great, king of Hungary. — Central
Lithuania Scott’s 38, 48, Poland 322.
Born 1371, died 1399. Ruled 1382-1399.

12. Zygmunt IT August, king of Po-
land, Lithuania and Ru§, grandson of
Kazimierz Jagiellonezyk. — Poland
Scott’s 342.

13. Zygmunt ITI Waza, king of Poland,
Lithuania and Ru8. Great grandson of
Kazimierz Jagiellonezyk, son of Jan ITI
Waza, king of Sweden and Catherine Ja-
gielfonian, sister of Zygmunt August.
Born 1566, died 1632. Ruled 1548-1572.

14. Stefan, Batory, king of Transylva-
nia, Poland, Lithuania and Ru$, brother-
in-law to Zygmunt August by marriage
to his sister Anna Jagiellonka, — Po-
land Scott’s 325.

Born 1522, died 1586. Ruled as Duke of
Senenthbourgs (Hungary) 1571-1575,
king of Poland 1575-1586.

The chart on the preceding pg,ge bet-
ter illustrates the family relations des-
cribed above.

In conclusion I would like to add
that without exception all ruling houses
of the 19th century and present of
Europe have among their ancestors of
the feminine gender relations to Casi-
mir Jagiellonczyk and the furthest are
only in the 17th generation.

I MEMORIAM

MAX MARCINKIEWICZ 448
844 E. 229th STREET
NEW YORK 66, N. Y.
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Printing Varieties of Type | of the Krakéw Issues

By JOHN GAPINSKI
(Reprinted from STAMPS of Feb. 25, 1961)

Poland’s Krakow stamps. Scott’s Nos.
41 to 51, overprinted with Type I forms,
show the following characteristics:

The overprint on the stamps in posi-
tions 4, 5, 14, 15, 34, 35, 44 and 45 of
the whole sheet has a thinner than the
normal “Z” in the word “POCZTA”;
philatelists refer to this as the “Thin
Z” variety.

On stamp No. 30 in the word “POLS-
KA” there is a damaged “A”, called the
“Broken A” variety. p

On the 73rd stamp there is a double
period instead of the usual rhombus,

known as the “Double=Dot” variety.

Zz

 NORMAL

THIP

DOUBLE DOT ‘
 BROKEMN

At top, the normal “‘Z'' and ‘‘Thin Z'' variety; in
center the double dot and hroken ‘‘P'' varieties; at
bottem, the broken ‘‘A' and normal ‘“‘A''.

The “Thin Z” variety is due to an
error during the setting of the top
linotype slug on the linotype machine.
This particular linotype machine used
two sets of letters, light-face and bold-
face. Bold-face letters were used in set-
ting the linotype lines, but accidental-
Iy the light face letters were used in
the fourth and fifth words of the upper
line, causing the “Thin Z”. It was not

until after the first five lines in the
top of the overprint form were cast
that the error was discovered. The lino-
type matrices were then reassembled
and new lines of type were cast, in
which the spacing was an equal 11%

mm. between the words “POCZTA”
against the unequal spacings of the
tirst casting of 10%, 11%, 11% and

11%

Long after the completion of the over-
print and partial destruction of the lino-
type slugs that had been used, attempts
were made by forgers to duplicate the
original form of these linotype lines,
attempts were also made to forge the
“Thin 7Z” by means of filing down the
thick “Z”.

There are nine distinet types known
of this forged “Thin Z”; these are
known as “Type VI Fakes”, and would
need a separate article to deseribe them.

mm,

The damaged or “Broken A” variety,
which occurs on stamp No. 30 of the 15
heller value was the result of injury to
the form with a tool during the print-
ing process. It did not happen until
shoortly after the printing started, and
therefore that portion of the printing
which was completed before the aceci-
dent does not have the “Broken A"
variety. It appears on the 15 heller
stamps overprinted later.

The “Double Dot” instead of the
rhombus, which appears only on stamp
No. 73, occured through the negligence
of the printer who assembled the comp-
lete forms. It was overlooked at the
proofing, or perhaps permitted to pass
as unimportant, thus ecreating a scarce
variety in this issue.

Characteristic marks of identification
on the “Double Dot” variety, besides
its measurements, are as follows:

(T) A cut at the top of the perpen-
dicular line of the Ietter “P” in
“POCZTA”,

(2) A small dot above and to the
right of the letter “T”. This dot was
produced by the lead which splashed
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Krakéw starmips were overprinted with forms such as these.

The linotype slugs had ‘‘POCZTA and

‘“‘POLSKA’' set five times. The rhombus or ornament in the center was hand-set.

between -the matrices of the letters “T”
and “A” at the time of their casting.

The aforementioned cut of the letter
“P” was produced by mechanical damage
some time after the printing began,
and is not found on the earlier prin-
ting of the 50 and 60 heller values and
a part of the 15 and 80 heller stamps.
From this we can conclude that the 15
and 80 heller stamps were overprinted
in two separate batches.

The top left stamp of this block of four of the 40
heller value has the double-dot variety instead of a

rhombus. (Cut courtesy STAMPS)

The “Double Dot” variety, being a
searce stamp, was also forged, and the
forged overprints can easily be detee-
ted. First of all, the aforementioned
damage to the letter “P” and the small
dot are missing. Secoadly, the relative

position to each other of the words
“POCZTA” and “POLSKA” are uot
consitent with the genuine measure-
ments. Thirdly, the double dot is
almost under the letter “Z” of
“POCZTA”.

Thus you have the story of the

printing errors of Type I, which is just
a small part of the huge studyv of the
Krakow Issues of Poland.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

T. M. Gorka, 148
5626 S. Green Street
Chicago 9, Tllinois
Leo J. Zarkowski, 375
R. No. 2
Grand Ledge, Michigan
L. A. Potsiadlo, 606
221 Derby Avenue
Derby, Connecticut
. Wagrowski, 513
5006 N. Hamlin Avenue
Chicago 25, Illinois
Edward D. Wolski, 510
Det 3.A.F.I.C.
A.P.O. 633, New York, N. Y.

N
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POLISH UNDERGROUND POSTAL ISSUE

by Wladislaw Kolakowski
(Reprinted from LINN'S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS)

Last summer during a trip
to Poland I had the good
fortune to renew my ac-
quaintance with a Polish
patriot who was known du-
ring the war years by the
name of “Mir” (Disguise).
With him I was able to ve-
rify the information for
this article.

In 1942 an organization
for freedom operating in
Poland under the mname
“Polska Niepodlegla” (In-
dependent Poland) organized an under-
ground post office and appointed Mir
as postmaster. One of his duties was to
print stamps for the distribution of
the underground newspaper, “Jutro Pol-
ski” (Poland of Tomorrow). The paper
was read by thousands of Polish pat-
riots and was their chief means of
knowing what was going on in the
struggle for freedom.

The stamps printed for the distribu-
tion of the paper served two functions:
they were the actual postage to cover
the cost of delivering the paper, and
they were also a kind of patriotic
appeal to the people for their support
of the underground fight. The stamp
shows a white Polish eagle guarding the
city of Warsaw, with its wings protect-
ing her monuments and historie build-
ings from the attack of the black eagle,
symbolizing the enemy. The white and
black eagles dominate the design, which
was done in red or brown on various
colors of paper, and in the background
we see the silhouette of Warsaw’s mo-
nument to Zygmunt and other land-
marks. At the top of the stamp is the
inseription “Tajna Poezta Polska” (Un-
deground Post Office of Poland), and
nt the bottom the value, 25 gr., and the
words “Obrona Warszawy” (Defense of
Warsaw). The dimensions are 1% x 134,
with line perforations 1115. Thev came
in sheets of fifteen, the sheets mea-
suring abont 6” x 5”. The issue consis-
ted of 18.500, orinted between the dates

May 3, 1942, and July 24,
1944. Many were destroyed
because of inadequate faci-
lities for handling and
printing, which was done by
a lithographic process by
workers who had to keep
changing their hideouts. In
addition, most of the stamps
were destroyed by the peo-
ple who received the news-
papers, because they were
afraid of being seen with
them.

Because the people were afraid to use
or receive the stamps of the under-
ground post office, only this one issue
was printed. Different color combina-
tions were used at different times, and
some stamps were imperforate, while
others were not only perforate, but had
an extra horizontal perforation through
the middle of the stamp to divide it in
half and so get twice the number of
stamps from a given amount of paper.
Thus the white eagle might be in use
one week, the black the next. Cancella-
tions were done by a metal stamp and
consisted of* a cirlele with the inserip-
tion “Tajna Poczta Polska”. Sometimes
they were black, sometimes red or
green. An effort was made to obtain
clean cancellations, because the under-
ground considered the stamps as a kind
of memorial to the courage of the men,
women, boys and girls who risked their
lives to . print and deliver the paper.
Many died in this effort.

Readers of this magazine can well
understand the deep satisfaction it was
to me to be able to sit down and talk
to Franciszek Koprowski, who during
the war went by the name of Mir, and
to receive from him all the the varia-
tions of the underground issue known
to be still in existence. It gives me
great pride to share the story of this
stamp, which represents the struggle
and suffering and faith of the Polish
people.
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NEW MEMBER
679 Henry S. Buezkowski, 51 Bar Beach Rd., Port Washington, N. Y. — 37-48-86

CORRECTION

In Issue No. 189 of April, 1961 of the
“Polonus Bulletin” there appears the
article of M. A. Bojanowicz titled “Po-
land No. 1 Imperforate Variety”. In
discussing the collection of Mr. Rach-
manow of Poland No. 1 stamps, the
author states that . . . “was in the pre-
war collection of Mr. Rachmanow?”.
This brings to the conclusion that the
colleetion of Mr. Rachmanow does not
exist anymore. But this is not a fact,
as the valuable and reference collec-
tion is intact and more rare material
was added since the war.

This collection was shown at the In-
ternational Philatelie Exhibition
FIPEX in 1956 in New York for which
it received a gold medal, which is the
highest award in this eclass. It also was
exhibited at Poplex a few times but
the rarest and greatest amount was, at
Poplex 1960, and T am sure the phila-
telists of Chicago remember and ad-
mired it. i

Leon Kozakiewicz, M.D. '/

POLAND
MINT and USED

NEW ISSUES
always at lowest prices.

Although delivery is slow
prices are low

Also available
First Day Covers
and
Postal Stationary

Send us your want list
for anything in
POLAND MATERTAL
from labels to rarities.

TWIN EAGLE

STAMP CO.

BOX 321
GRANITE CITY, ILL.

EXCHANGE TID BITS

Polonus members interested in Po-
land covers, such as FDC, MC, cachets,
100 anniversary of No. 1, millenium and
flights can get them in exchange for
sending topicals of the world, such as
religion (Madonnas preferred), sports
(Olympies preferred), animals, flowers,
scouts. Include your name and address
on enclosed ecard, sending philatelic
material to B. J. Stepezyniski, Komisja
Wymiany z Zagranica przy PZF, P. O.
Box 253, Poznan 1, Poland. Letters
without philatelic material can be ad-
dressed to B. J. Stepezynski, P. O. Box
388, Poznan 1, Poland. Write preferably
in Polish.

K-LINE PAGES

FOR
POLAND
NOW COMPLETE
Supplement No. 5, 1960
Now Ready at $1.45

plus 20c postage

o

OTHER SECTIONS

Partrll ST860-1938 NSt iie $7.25 .50
Gen. Government ........ 3.85 .35
Part 2, 1944-1955 ........ 7.00°50

Supplement No. 1, 1956 .. .55 .15
Supplement No. 2, 1957 .. .80 .15
Supplement No. 3, 1958 ..
Supplement No. 4, 1959..
Airmails, compl. to ’56... 1.20 .15
Airs Supplmnt No. 1, ’57.. .40 .15

(Beginning with 1958, AIR-MAIL pages are
enclosed with regular supplements)

Special Binder
Dust Case

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC.

Geo. C. Kobylka

1433 8. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill.
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PHILATELISTS IN POLAND POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
The ministry “FLagecznosé” which di- SIGMUND BOR, Secretary

5326 S. L ie Ave. Chi 38, Il
rects the post office department in quum: RJ; = er'c°9° 5
b o , Treasur
Poland issued a new order pertaining 6136 W. Addison St. Chicago 34, Il

PUSLICATIONS COMMITTEZ
CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor

to philately. As of now, in the post
offices at the stamp windows where

. 864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, III.
stamps are sold, a purchaser can receive WALTER SZYMLEK
2341 W. Moifat St. Chicago 47, IlI.

a free label (illustrated), green and
. - CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE:

Dr. Rayall de Ragan, John Gapinski, W. Kola-

kowski, W. H., Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz, J. Domar

The Poionus Philatelic Society is non-political.
Views expressed by the authors of articles ap-
pearing herein do not necessarily express the
views of the Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —

WV Y VY YV Y Y Y Y VYT YT YU T YTYYYY
P O O O N

white in color, inseribed “Starannie
Stemplowaé / Przesytka filatelistyczna”
(cancel with care / philatelic, matter). APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP

4

P N O O O O O

Y

This label is placed on philatelic mail. Ryszard Poddubiuk
The text on the label is not a request or 12751 Aime Leonard
recommendation, but an order from the Montreal North, P. Q., Canada

ministry. This is probably the first
instant -where the postal department of
any nation ordered to cancel philatelic
mail with care.

Aloysius Krystecki
719 Walnut Street
New Kensington, Penna.

Philatelists in Poland will welcome Joseph Robert Fitzpatrick
this order. Perhaps other nations will 1328 *— 9th Avenue
follow. — Wi Huntington, W. Va.

oo '}xxx@x%}%- :
<" EAIONOWA

U.S.AO
Stany Zjedn.Ameryki PéIne

Walter Szymlek
2341 W Moffat Str
Chicago 47,111

Special balloon flights were made at che International Trade Fair in Poznan,
with four balloons participating: Syrena, Warszawa, Poznan and Xatowice.
Special labels and official covers were provided for this flight.
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